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A RECKLESS AND PRESUMP-
TUOUS OFFICIAL.

IN conversation with the reporter of
the Salt Lake Herald, who recently
“‘interviewed” the !Commissioners
and others in this city,  Governor

Xli H. Murray gave his jviews of a
subject that troubles him sorely.

The reporter says:

¢iGovernor Murray stated to the
Herald correspondent that there
was no doubt in his mind but that
Congress declared the offices vacant.
The Edmuunds bill clearly disquali-
fles polygamisis from voting or
holding office. Of the 350 loeal
officials in the Territory at least
three-fourths are polygamists, The
moment the Edmunds bill became
a law those offices held by polygam-
ists became vacant. Yetl could not
fill them because I did not have the
power. The Hoar amendment gave
me the power to flll those vacancies
in the event that they were not
filled by election. The election not
beiog held at the specified time I
exercizred the power conferred on
me by that act. And I would
further add that not half of these
officiale who are now holding office
in deflance of a law of Congress are
eommissioned, The law requires
that au official must be commis-
sioned. Though elected two years
agu they have never applied for a
commission. They had rather serve
without a commission than recognize
the authority of the Governor,
The Mormons are now in an o
and avowed state of nullification,
more pronounced and deflant than

were the South Carolinians when
General Jackson stamped 1t ous,”

The Governor conciuded by say
ing the easiest and surest way, in
his opinion, to suppress this social
evil, was for the government to ap-
poing & Territorial legislature for the
government of the Territory. This
was done in several instances in the
early history of our government,
and a less rebellious people found no
fault with it.”

Governor Murray is very reckless
in making assertions designed for
the eyes of the public. Some time
azo ne allowed statements ty ap
in newspapers by his authority that
were the very reverse of the truth
in regard to the election laws or
Utah; statements that only needed
comparison with the Utah statutes
to prove their utter uniruthfulness,
For instance, he declared to news.
paper reporters that under our elec-
ion laws a Chinese girl twelve years
of age could, as soon as she entered
{Jtah, by simply marrying a “Mor-
mon,” acquire the right to vote at
any election. Everybody that
knows anything of our local laws
knows that this was shamefully and
utterly false,

In the above remarks he exhibiis

similar recklessness and disregard of
fbe facis. The Hoar Amendment,
as everybody who can read can see
for themselves, makes no vacancies
whatever., There isnota lineor a
word indicating the creation of a
single vacancy of any kind The
Xdmunds bill vacated eertain offi.
ces, but neither that law nor the
fHoar Amendment, nor any other
Act of Congress gave Governor
BMurray any authority to fill them,
ag he well knows; that duly de-
volved unpon the Commission, The
Hdmunds law provides a certain
disqualification. It declares
certain clesses of perszons shall not
be qualified to vote or hold office,
Bat it dJd not presume to designate
who the persons were, neither did
it give the Governor, nor any
functionary the right to designate
them, or to fill the positions they
ogcupied when they should be proven
10 be disqualified.

And how does Governor Murray
know tbe mariial relations of the
5360 local officials in this Territo.
ry?” e I8 not acquainted person-
ally with a hundred of them, and
his own knowledge he

that | forts to decelve

dominate asa conquered province
into political bondage and absolute
other | elavery, and will do all that les in
our
tions and impudent schemes and
desires,

n
0. | ONE of the charges against the ma-
could no;d jority of the people of Utah repre, '

are polygamists., He has heard
something about some of them, and
perhaps believes what he has been
told. But what does he know about
the people or the officials of the
Territory? BScarcely anything. Not
any more than a siranger after so-
journing a few days in this city and
visiting two or thres prominent
places outside.

And it is notf true that ‘““the mo-
ment the Edmunds bill became a
law, those offices held by Eoly‘fa-
1aists became vacant.” The -
quallfication created by the Ed-
munds law must be proven against
any official before he can be ousted.
His office does not become vacant
until he is so ousted. But Governor
Murray, in the same spirit by which
he presumed to decide that the
Delegate from Utah was not a citi-
zen, arrogantly undertakes to act as
Judge, jury, Elilﬂblin prosecufor and
all, and by ipse dixit to vacate
offices on the suspigien that the in-
cumbents are guilty of offences de-
fined by the Edmunds law, and
then claim the right to flil the va-
canciea thus created.

Then, even if men could be thus
summarily ejected from office, by
the dictum of a presumptuous Gov-
ernor, he is wrong again in claim-
ing that “The Hoar Amendment
gave him pewer to fill these vacan-
cies” under any circumestances,
That hurried piece of stupid special

legislation meakes no reference of

any Kind to offices made vacant by
the disability of the incumbents
through the action of the Edmunds
law. Although founded on a
misunderstanding of the git-
uation in Utsah, that Amendment
is clearly worded, and bestows no
authority on the Governor excep

to fill vacancies occurring through
a single specified cause, with which
uali-
flcations of the Edmunds law has

polygamy or either of the disq

no connection.

The truth is the Governor ssems g0
anxious to play the autocrat that he

cannot rest under the limited pow-
ers of a mere Executive of a Ter-
ritory, but yearns to sway the die-
tatorial sceptre of a monarch, and
in a commonwesalth of the United
States to disregard the voice of the
people, and ride roughshod over
their wishes and their rights, ap-
point their loeal officers and bring
them into abject serfdom. This is

conclusively shown in the closing

paragraph of the above quotation
trumgtha New York Hargld. He

fruthfully swear that any of them |sent

DESERET NEWS:

ed In its Legislature, is that the
right of dowry has been abolished in
this Territory. This has been re=

peated till the sound of it must be
wearying to the ears of those whe
listen to anti-**Mormion” aeccusa-
tions. “The ‘“Liberal” orators da-
ring the canvass previous to the
Delegate election, relled on this as
one of their chief arguments against
the People’s Party. The Governor
of Utah has told it fo newspaper
correspondents as though it was a
crime, And the whole anti-*“Mor-

(1022.) BEC. 3, No right of dﬂ‘ﬂi’ﬂ!‘w
shall exist or be allowed in this Ter-
ritory.—~Compiled Laws, page 342.

In the laws governing the es-
Eahteu of decedents, it is provided
at:

“Any married woman may dis-
pose of all her estate by will, and
may aller or revoke the will in like
manuer as 8 person under no dis.
ability might do.” (Ibid p. 271).

The law in regard to succession
provides that if the decedent at the

mon” eligue dwell upon it as of it-|time of the death is the head of a
self enough fto call for the wboll-|family, the property shall pass to

tion of the
and the establishment of a despot

ism in the shape of a Legislative

Commission.

12t us look at this dowry business

a little, and also at the legal status
of women in this Territory, and see
bow much the Legislature has
done fo Injure the ladies of Utah.
First we must examine this much
taiked of right of dower. What is
it, and wnere did it originste?
Dower is a widow’s life interest in
one-third of the real estate left by
her deceased husband, and which
he uired solely during the cover.
ture, It is a relic of the old common
law of England which destroyed a
woman’s legal identity as soon as
she was married. Under it a mar-
ried woman was & legal nonentity.
She and all she hsd belonged to her
husband. They twain were made
one, and the man was the one, Her
personal property, if she had any
before marriage, became hig; it was
| her dowry or portion which by the
{ contract of marriage to him
absolutely; any real estate secured
to her before marrisge, passed to his
control during their joint lives. As
a sort of compenaation for this mari-
tal slavery, after the husband’s
death the woman was entitled to a
life interest only in one-third of
such lands, tenements or heredita-
ments as he became possessed of in
his own right during her wifehood.

1

Legislative Assembly | the surviving family in equal shares,

but if the decedent leave a husband
or . wife and only cne chiid, the es.
tate passes one-third to the surviv-
ing husband or wife for life, the rest
to the child or issue of such child; if
there be more than one ﬁhfld,
then one-fourth of the estate goes
to the surviving husband or wife;
if there 18 no issue, but a mother
survives; then the estale goes in
equal shares to the surviving wife
or husband and the mother,

Thas it will be geen that provision
is made in the law which more than
compensate« for the abolition of the
dower, and the law is t0 framed as
to deal out justice to all parties-con-
cerned. In addition to the rights,
liberties and privileges granted to
wives and widows under the laws of
Utah, the elective franchize is
conferred upon all women who
are citizens or the wives, widows
or daughters of citizens;and who are
twenfy-one years of age, and have
resided in the Territory six months
and in the precinet one month next
previous to registration, They can
vote at all elections of every descrip-
tions in the Territory.

Now compare this condition of
woman’s afiairs under Utah laws
with the old common law slavery
of which the dower is a relle, and
which still exists in many parts of
this republic thongh chiefly in a
modifled form, and it will be seen

= &
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peace which gvers

the valleys where we dwell, and the
grand old mountains rear their lof-
ty, venerable heads above and
arcund us as tokens ot the bulwarks
reared by an AlmightyHand for og
protection and our defence,

Let God be thanked for His mer.
cies! In every home and heart in
Utah let His holy name be glorified,
And while joy and gratitude and
feasting and merriment abound, le
the poor be remembered as s ch
that will always be with n:t
stimulate our benevolence that we
may be kind and liberal even as ou
E‘temal Father from all bountis

OW.
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ANOTHER “EDIFYING”
ESCAPE.

Henry Ward Beecher has sug
ceeded once more in court, Hees
caped conviction on that disgracefu
criminal charge preferred agains
him which will not easily fade fron

the public memory,and now he §
free from the suit for damages R
which he has lately figured, for vis
lation of his contract to write “Thg
Life of Jesus Christ.” The juny
disagreed in the former case. A
legal technicality saved him in the
latter.

1% could not be denied that the
contract was made and that he re
ceived $10,000 for the work which
he did not perform. But afier he
had delayed it for six years, he wa
not formally notified that if he di
not proceed he would be sued fo
damages, Hence the failure of the
case against him,

The noted rpmchar may congrat
ulate himself on another escape, bul
it is not much more edifying for the
pablic than his more notorious re
lease from consequences, and the
spectacle is before the country g
i :::ﬂamult teach;r of 1"Ghristian'
morality, saving himeself by a
techincal’ity, from puniahmenﬁhg

——
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fies the

Mark it, this dower gave her no
right to dispoge of her third, either
ky sale or will; she merely had the
ure of it during her life,

The right of dower was subject to
be barred. The adultery of the wife
destroyed it. So if she jolned her

that the women of this Territory
enjoy far more liberty and many
more privileges than their sisters
in other parts of the United States,
and that the outery made about the
abolition of the right of dower is
nothing but **Liberal” clap-trapand

the nen-performance of work whigh
he had agreed to do, and for whieh
he had accepted $10,000 to accom

Ipll'sh.

-

| husband in conveying his estate, or
accepted a jointure, that is a certain
portion settled on her for life if she

survived her husband. These and
some other things that might be

enumerated barred the widows|E

aches for the destruction in Utah of | right of dower.

what litile semblance exists toa
republican form of government—the
right of the people to elect their

own Legisiature.
And aiain, he is reckless and
wrong in his assertions, The p

cedents for such action on the part
of Congress as he claims, have'no
existence. ' The Congress of the
United States never yet fook away
the vested right to elect their own
framers of local law from any organ-
ized State or Territory of the Union.
Such a monstrous exercise of arbi.
trary authority, we are pleased to
say, 1s yet unknown in this great
republic. Nothing that can be re-
ferred to in theearly incipient States
ofthis Union bears any parallel to
the infamy that has been proposed
by a few unprincipled schemers in
this clty and endorsed by Governor
Mourray.

We do not wish to do that official
any injustice. We have no person-
al animosity to wards the man. ;But
when, in his official capacity,
he makes such reckless and
untruthful etatements for the public
eye or ear, we feel called upon
to at least record our contradiction,
This we suppose he will denounce
as “nullification.” If it is, then we
are willing to bear the title of a
“aullifier.” It is wickedly and to-
tally false to say that the people of
Utah are in & state of nullification,
avowed or otherwise, unless it be in

Let us now compare this state of
vassal in which woman was

provided this dower, and the Jegal
status of women in Utah,where the

say, the *“Liberals” have made one
charge that is true, although they
use 1t for deceptive purposes; the
right of dower is abolished in Utah
because the eondi ions u. der which
the usage originatea are aiso abol-
ished. Under our statatory law a
married woman is a legal entity,
She is a somebody a8 much as is
the man. The property she holds
before marriage does not pass to her
hugband; it remains her own. She
holds it still, in her own right, She
can eell or convey it or disposa of it
by will or otherwise. She can ac-
quire property after marriage as

'l

tracts, sus and be sued, and she

deception. |

Aw rds the “Mormon”
Church, which is accused of bring-
ing women into bondage. If hsas
iven ite female members the same
rights as the male members in
voting at all public meetings upon
Church matiers of every Xkind.

on her own rights and membership,
it iz a matter of

and though

re- | dower is abolished. For, strange to| faith that an unmarried woman

cannot reach the same height of
happiness and exaltation as a wife
and mother, it is also a doctrine of
equal standing that a single man
cannot be the peer of a husband
and father. ““The man is not with-
out the woman” any more than the
Y“'weman is without the man, in
the Lord.” The sexes go together
in the “Mormon’ plan of salvation,
and what affects one sex affects the
other; that which exalts the hus-
band, exalts the faithful wife who
progresses with her spouse in this
world and in the world to come,
while the glory of God shall shine or

well as before,. She can make con. | efernity endures.

———t il R+ —

hold, her personality after marrirge
as before, She is not a vassal, She
is not the property of the husband,
The old common-law barbarism in
| reference fo married women is done
away byUtah, law and the aboliti
of the right of dower goes with it,
Those who make such an outery
about the dower for the p of
deceiving the public, quote but one
section of the Utah statutes on the
subject—the third—purpoesely omit-
ting the preceding sections on which
it is based. We here quote the

& determination to resist the des.
potism of an arrogant official and ¢o
defeat his nefarious attempts to mis-
reprezent them, and deprive them
of the commonest rights of Ameri.
can citizens. We denounce his ef-
the public through
the medium of the press, and to
bring a Territory which he cannot

power to ““nullify” his presump-

et A A ——eeee

THE STATUS OF WOMAN IN
UTAH.

it, wi
tion by reason of marriage.

whole enactment:

(1020.) BEC, 1. Be it enacted &y
G'overnor and Legislative Assembly
of the Territory of Utahs That all
property owned by either spouse be-
fore marriage, and that acguired af- |
terwards by gift, bequest, devise or
descent, with the rents, issues and
profits thereof, is the separate pro-
perty of that spouse by whom the
same Is 80 owned or acquired and
separate property owned or acquired
&s specified above, may be held,
managed, controlled, transferred
and in any manner dispesed of by
the spouse so owning or scquiring
out any limitation or restric.

(1021.) BecC. 2, Either spoute may

&uo or be sued,plead and be implead-
1+n=.::l,. or defend and be defended at
W, |

M

is peculiar.

tion, climate, condition and sur-
roundings are
and
been abundant.
fairs have
population is increasing. Our friends

are becoming more numerous a8 we
become better wunderstood. Our
enemies have failed in all endea.
vors for our inj
‘less and serene

[From Wednesday’'s Dally, Nov. 29.]
LET US BE THANKFUL.

To morrow will be Thankegiving

O Day. We are thankful forit. A

day’s cessation from regular Iabor
will be a boon to many thousands of
tollers. Such a rest can only be ful-
ly appreciated by those whose oc-
cupations call for steady, persistent,
daily work of brain or brawn. They

will be among the most grateful of
the celebrators. A few holidays
gcattered through the year are like
green and flowered spots in a thick.
ly populated city, and are a gain in.

]

PRESBYTERIANS IN A QUAN
DARY.

THE subject of anointing the sick
with ol], as directed by the Apostle
James in his epistle to the esrly
Saints, was broached resently bya

plmaﬁder the common law that| Woman is a free agent and stands | leember of the Presbyterian Church

at a meeting in San Rafael, Califor.
nia. It created quite a confab. The
authority of the Scripture could not
be denied. The injunction of the
Apostle is so plain that it cannot
be “gpiritualized” away. The
elders, not knowing how ¢t
decide, called tgxm the Presbytery
fur a ruling. But the Presby
appeared to be equally pnzzled m
the elders, so they have called upon
the Bynod, and it 1s expected thst
it wlll take a reference to the Gene
eral Assembly before any settled
conclusion can be reached,

This is evidence of how much
right the elders of the Presbyterian
Church bave to that title. It is g
duty devolving upon the Elders to
anuinththn Eiﬁk with oil
over them, that the sick may
healed. And the Apostle Jam:
lays it down as the duty of the sick

t0 rend for the Elders of th hurch
to attend to this ordin ™ :

fa Peara
fol{ ow the scriptural
their elders know nothing about it;
they do not know how to attend to
it, or whether they ought to do anys
thing of the kind, and are, in fact,
completely in the dark concerning
the matter.
Other churches, if the truth was
Enown, are in the same lamentsble
condition of ignorance concern-
Ing the ordinance for the sick
and many other ceremonies
belonging to the true Christian
Church. And as they have no
means of obtaining definite Know.

stead of a loss to employers and em-
ployed.

The day will be kept in Utah gs
generally as in any part of this
great country to which the custom
We Utonians have
much to be thankful for. Oar situa-

|

pleasant, healthful
Our harvesis have

Quar business af-
ous. Oauar

agreeable,

been prosper

ter-day Samts,
tending their
times of old.
thousands of living
testi

ledge concerning them they hsa
to depend upon the uph;innu ﬁf m::

who are just as ignorant as them.
selves. This nrdgn o

with all theordin
the Savior and his Apos
been restored,and they areen oyedin
the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat
the power of God at.
administration as ip
To this there are
Withesses whoge
mony cannot be gainsayed.
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Utah and Its People,” for male
the * Desewei News Ofice.” 25
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