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On the 17th of April last, I
myntfia:orical labors in Bt George,
Ulah, and proceeded to visit all the
Heltle’ments of tue Baints sl!‘.ua-
ted on the Ric Virgen and its tribu-
tarfes above St. George.

At Washington, Jocated nbout five
miles northeast” of Bt. 'George, 0‘;
the north side of tbe Eio eri;en, X
spent the Sabbath very pleasant y,z;?
losrned from the old residenta that u;e
place wap first founded in 1857, ;18 thee
first agricultural spttlement OCI A
Baints in Utah Dixle, Sania ara,
baving up io that time, and foil nge
lime afterwards, been establis et'u’:z
only an Indian miesiob. At cl)nq i :
Washington contained & population ot
more than $00 sonls, While th'e preserll
total memuership ©of the ward '(I)‘l:uy
conaiste of 312, or 60 fan_ll]hus. h :
decrease in populatlou is due 1:)I
pumber of causes, but ibe prin-
cipal one s the waehing away
of tho damse ond ditches which the
settlers have constructed year Si:n.:a)lraeear{
for irrigation purpoees. The tIl';e e
ous Rio Virgen has taken the o
away and for the 1.8t three years the
place ha3s had no water, save the v:ll;i
scanty supply . obtained rli-omted—
BLrings oniwhich thetown 18 situatec—
not sufficient to irrigate hx_alf the city
lote. Butnow there are fuif prospevts
ahbeas, as Lhe 8t. George and Wm;]hulng;-
ton dam and canal on the south slde
of the river are nesring completion.
This dam, on which the future prgs.
perity of both Washjng«on an:tur:i
George depend, consists of & 0 .
ledge of solid rock which croaaelsl' e
river about five miles above Waa lzg-
ton. By biasting & tunnel throu%ma
mountain polk the constructors o I e
cans) obtuined a safe and goild place
for a bead gate, and then commences
their ten-miie long canal, which, when
it reaches the old Washington field 4%
miles below, brings the water 45 !ee}
higher than the cld diteh, The cana
is four feet deep and ten feel wide in
the bottom, and is out fu the side of
the mountains, part of the way through
#olid rock; there are nlso five tunnels,
tbe Jonygest of whbich measures 112 feet
inlength. Waste gates are constructed
at proper intervale, by means of which
the sand mnsscs which wiil naturally
accumulate in the bottom of the canal
cen be washed out w::lena'mr it b:y
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has been bestowed upon other ditches
In order to keep them clean.

After visiting the dem, I continued
my Journey via Harrleburg to Leeds,
where I held a meeting in the evening
of the 18th of April.

Harrisburg ie almost a town of the
past, all the inhabitants except half a
dozen families having moved away,
but most of these have located at
lLieeds, two and a half miles to the
northeast, which has a most pleasant
situation and is sleo noW A& prosperous
place in a financial point of View. The
pvople there ate perbape better oft
as & whole than any of their Dixije
neighbors, which is owing, no doubt,
to the close proximity ei their town
to the mining camp of Silver Reef,
situated over a ridge northward about
yne and a half miles distant. But
Hilver Reel, like most mining camps
in Utah, has apparentiy eeen its best
Jays; the mills have all stopped work,
except ohe of two, which make an
occastonnl , sbort run, whenever a
sufficient quantity of ore is obtained
for this purpose by the fow miners
and proprietors who stilllingers around
the camp. Thenumerous businesabouses
and dwellings which once ¢ netituted
a part of this prosperous mining town
arenow being hauled away,nrincipally
to Leeds where the people are using the
material in the constructlun of barns,
stables, fences, etc, The Leeds ward,
embracing Harrlsburg, numbers two
bundred and thirty-eight souls, or
thirty families of Saints, presided over
by Bishop Brigham Y. McMullin,

From Leeds I proceeded to the

inmous Togquerville, situated on Ash

Creek, twenty-three miles eaat of BSt.
George and thirty-nine miles south.
wesnt of Cedar city. Toguerville was
first settled in 1868, and has at present
a ““Mormon?’ population of two ‘hun-
dred and eighty-seven eouls or fifty-
seve 1 families. Here, asa well as in 8t.
Georyge, I made the ncquaintance of
quitea number of old “atand-bys**—
veterans in the 2Church, who have
borne the burden of the *“*kingdom?**
untill thier hairs are white'as snow
and their faces furrowed with wrinkles
of care and age, Brother William A,
Brinbghurst isthe Bishop of thisinter-
esting place which has an air of com-
fort about it that attracts the attentlon
of most visitors, although it is hemmed
in by a black ridge or mountain on the
east, and a dreary sandy desert on the
west, It la truly an oag!s in the desert,
beauti'u! and fertile, while the sur-

rounding ceuntry is a desolaied and
dreary as anything possibly can be,

Leaving Toquerviile April 20, 1892,
to viejt settlements further up the Rio
Virgen, I found myself traveling near
tha edge of the deep gorge through
which Ash Creek fluda ite way to the
river below, thence I descended =
steep rocky hill to the La Virken, one
of the main tributaries of the Rio Vir-
gen and partly used by the people of
Toqueryille for irrigation purposes;
thence I followed up the farous
‘Johnson Twiat?? for miles, and flnal-
Iy passed over a broken desert country
to Virgen City, situated on the right
bank of the Ric Virgen, nine miles
southeast of Toguerville.  Virgen
City, firet settlea in 1858, was once a
prosperous and growing place, but the
river having washed away most of the
tarming land belonging to the settle-
ment, its factlilies nre now very limit-
ed, and 8 number of the inhabilants
are at present n the eve of moving to
other ‘‘pastures’* where they can
secure inmes that will not float away.
fhe Virgen QCity ward, presided over
by Bishop Lervy W. Beebe, conslats
of 300 souls, or 53 families; but this in-
cludes the pleasant little wettlement u
North Creek called Mountain DelE
about four miles northeast of Virgen
City; and the once prosperous, now
almost deserted, Duncan’s Retreat,
gituated up the river about three miles
east of that place.

Beven mtiles nbove Virgen City, on
the lett or south bank of the river fa
situnted the village of Ggafton, with
i6 famlilion, or 78 pouls, and James M.
Ballard as Bishop. This piace bas also
suffcred terribly from the floods which
have washed away Lhe greater portion
of the farming land, and years ago the
whole town (Old Grafton), of which
there ia now hardly a trace left,
went down stream, The new town or
present location i a beautiful little
spot, but the river 18 continually threst-
ening its existence, ag every flood that
comen down she river diminirbes fhe
area of the adjacent farnss and destroys
dame and ditches in regular succes-
alon. The village itself, however, is
quite secnre. Old .Grafton was first
settled In 1859, the present town in
1861.

Above Grafton, abaut two and a half
miler, on the north hankk of the
river, lies Raockville, which the late
President Brigham Young ecalied the
finest location for a town on the Rilo
Virgen. It wne firat pettled in 1861,



