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thing beyond the faet that a treaty
had been formed at some time befween
the Danish Government and the United
States, for the purchase from the former
by the. latter of the islands of St.
Thomas, in the West Indies. This
treaty has given rise to eonsiderable
comment and discussion in diplomatie
and literary ecircles, some being in favor
of its ratification, others strenuously
opposing it. iy |

A marked feature in the policy of the
late Secretary of State, Mr, Seward,was
the enlargement of the United States’
territory. Under s administration
Russian Ameriea was purchased by the
United States; offers were made for
Cubn, Greenland, and St. Thomas, and
if he had eontinued in office, and had
been able fo carry out his pecu\iar views
in this respect, the utmost limits of
American ambition m ht, in time,
have been gratified, and the territory of
the United States have included "all

creation.”’

Different views are, seemingly, enter-
tained by the present Admiuistration,
and instead of helping to deplete the
national treasury by the purchase of
additional territory, the order of the
day seems to be retrenchment and the
establishment of & rigorous system of
economy in the administration of the
Government, so that theé burdens of
taxation may be lightened and the
producing powers of the nation be.
assisted and accelerated. bk 00

The cause originally assigned for the
purchase of the Danish West India Is-
lands, was that they would be of sueh
great importance as a coaling station
for United States vessels in time of
war; and it has been asserted, that dur-
ing the progrees "of the rebel!lion, the
Danishh King, seeing of what vast util-
ity they would be tothe United States,
generously offered to sell them. The
disclosure of the real facts in. ?Ilﬂ case,
however, show that this ebullition o
kingly sympathy with the Republie
is entirely fictitious. ., .o |

Mr. Parton, the talented and popular
writer, in a work' of his, recently issu-
ed, entitled, “T'he Danish Islands: are
We Bound in Honor to Pay for Them,”
gives a history'of ﬁ:ia transaction, and
he seems to be of the opinion that this
treaty should be ratified by the United
States Senate. The main facts of the
trapsaction, as developed by Mr. Par-
ton, are, that the megotiations - were
commeneced beftween M. Seward, and'|
Raaslof; the Danishh Minister, while at- |
tending a dinneér party given at Wash- |
ington in Janpuary ’65, by thie Fren
Minister. Immediately after this inter-
view between the' two dignitaries the |
Danish Minister communicated the
proposition to the King of Denmark
who, in the beginning of the rfollowing
April sent 4 positive refusal.

The assassination of President Lin-
coln and the attack on Seward were per-
petrated immediately after this and the
negotiations were  discontinued until
the following December, when they
were r newed, this time, on the partof
Denmark, and were continued for over
a year and a half, during which' peried
Mr. Seward, after his recovery, visited
the VWest Indies. The price asked b
Denmark for the three islands w
twenty-five millions of dollars. This
offer was not entertained at all by our
government, and no specified sum was
offered by Secre
time in 66, when he offered five mil-
lions, This, of course, was not enter-
tasined by Denmark, and the negotia- |
tlons were suspended for several
months.

In the Spring of ’67 they were again
renewed by Denmark, when the three
islands were offered to the United States
for fifteen millions, or two of them for
ten millions, The United States refused
this offer, and a few weeks later, Mr.
Seward offered seven and a half milli-
ons, which was fiually accepted; and
towards the close of October, '67, the
treaty wassigned on the part of ' Dens |
mark, with the understanding that it
had to be ratified by a two-thirds vote of
the United Stat é‘;‘&'ﬁate’ and thatthe
purchasé money eould not be paid un-~

|

Mr. with the understanding
that it would not be binding unless rat-
ified by the Danish parlisment; and
then sanetioned by a vote of the majori-
ty'of the people of the islands purchased.

These are the main facts eonnected
with this case, and upon these grounds
it has been strongly urged by many
that the United States isin honor bound
to ratify the treaty and pay the money.
When it is recollected, however, that
the negotiations were conducted, and
the treaty signed on Mr. Seward’s own
responsibility, or at least withouf being
authorized by the Benate, without the
sanction of whieh, no treu.tﬁ is valid;
and that the importance of these West
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Iodia islands have been greatly over-
tated, itis rather difficult to see where-
inthe honor of the nation will be injur-
| éd by a refusal on the part of the Senate

Seward until some- |

less a pr:?r_iated by Congress; and by §
2.+ _

foratify this contrac¢t. This seems to
be the view taken by that body 'as a |
deeide¢d digposition not to ratify has
been evineed by them. At atime like
the ]iylreaent, when reform and economy
in the administration of dthg overn-
ment are so necessary, and so impera-
tively demanded by the people at l_qrfq, h
it is to be hoped that these principles

will prevail, and that the efforts of any |

“ring,’”” or others who may be na-
rily or otherwise interested in having
enormous sums of the people’s means
appropriated for the purchase of com-
aratively useless territory will be frus- |
rated. |

e
WAR PROSPECTS.

THE news, in to~day’s dispatches, that
all the war vessels in the Portsmouth
and Charleston navy yards are fo be
]:- red for immediate service, if true,
ooks somewhat ominous, and seems as

xpressed policy of (General Grant in re-
ard to the Adiabama elaims, and the
ramor that an extra séssion of Congress
will shortly assemble for the purpose of
the annexation of Cuba, either peacea-
bly or by force, are imilcatiuna that a
foreign war is not at all improbable,
The attempt to annex the island of Cu-
a, at the present time, would most cer-
ainly lead to a rupture with Spain,
while the policy of the President in re-
gard to the Alabama claims, ifenforced,
would be almost as certain to lead to a
rupture with Great Britainy and in
either case, suceess to our arms, and the
enlargement of the domain of the Unit-
¢ed States might be confidently antici-
ated.’ ‘But it is to be hoped that the
resident will not be h,lfgried into a
oreign war, however much some of his
supporters may desire it, and however
anxious some may be for the annexation
of Cuba and the British provineces.
-In reﬁard toCuba, if the people of the
island derire annexation, t will, in
all probability, soon have the privilege
of declaring their wishes, and of becom-
ing American citizens without the
Amerijcans striking a blow. Thestrug-
gle for independence in’ that Island,
which "has been' ing'“for several
months, is more than likely to termin-
ate fabordbly for fthe Cubans, eyen'ifun-
assisted by a foreign power, It id troe
that, Spain is making strong efforts to
subdue the brave islanders, but owing
to the very unsettled state of their home
aifairs amd the all but bankrapt condi-
tion 'of r¢heir national finances their:
chances of holding Cuba are slender;
Party faction isso strongin thatill-fated’
country that, to prevent the outbreak of’
eivil war, it would seem that theunited
efforts of herbest and wisest citizens will
be required; and in. a country like
Spain, where party strife and division
are chronic there is small grounds to
hope for, such a consumation, how-
ever devotédly it may be wished for.
Hence it seems as if the ultimate and
complete success of Cuba is but a ques-
tion of time. g
Should our government interfere in
the affairs of Cuba, and render aid and
assistance to those who are regarded as
rebels by the Spanish government, they
would be following the precedent set by
England during the rebellion, of which
such bitter complaint is now being
made; and for which the government
seems determined to have Britain make
restitution. |
In any case, war is not necessary to
our national greainess. ‘‘Liet us have
peace,”’—the expressed wish of the na-
tion’s Chief Magistrate, is eydorsed by
the thinking portion of the people at
large, and it is far more desirable, and
more necessary for the nation’s welfare,
prosperity and development, than war,
even if the- latter should lead to the
unlimited extension of ““Uncle Sam’s"
territorial domain. i
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Troth in astrology?., There may be;
grubab_ly-if there were not nobody woul
elieve it. It is the surface of gold
on the epurious’ cein which makes it
possible to pass it; the die in which the
coin is made is as good steel as that of
the mint; the workmanship is as good,
the metal nsed in making the coin is
true metal of its kind, but the coin is
bad. Even if the coin were made of
the purest gold it is made without au-
thority; the man who makes it is a trai-
tor to the commonwealth, and the man
who uttersit is a felon., The question
is, is mg proposed science beneficial to
man which obliterates his free agency;

- -

|

fortune,’” as that planetiscalled; while

born, perha

which robs-our Father of the preroga- |

tive of governing this planet and its in-
babitauts; which claims to be superior
to all buman institutions, and converts
man into a mere automaton? That the
lanets have influences peculiarrto
emselves is at least as reasonable to

| suppose as that we have an individual

influence; that, in the midst of the great
family of worlds, they act upon’ each
other is reasonable; but that they eon-
trol my actions is unreasonable. That
the light of the planets impinging upon
objects may produce effects upon them,
or that the light of the moon may pos-
sess qualities which that of the sun does
not, is very probable; butthatthat light
should have power to cause men fto do
evil or good is, to say the least, very

| improbable.

hat wonderful effects have been pro-
duced by very subtle elemeéents, both
upon mind and body, history and expe-
rience teach. - The oracle of Delphi
can be advanced as one among man
evidences of the kind in ancient times.
he inhalation of nitrous oxide may be

| AL Ominol . advanced 'as a physical, and the mag-
if business, of an active and stirring | 5 eti f the “biologist!? 1
nature, IBI:I-II.J'-1r be soen anticipated. - The €. 5 dme; vy he _‘biologisty’ and mes

merizer, a8 among the more eth

elements used in our own day, Butin
all these cases there is a constant influ-
ence exerted in a manner whieh, if the
cause is beyond our reach; the effects
never vary. The intoxicating or “‘in-
spiring’’ fumes which made the ‘‘ora-
ele” é?ﬁf'“ forth™ ‘“unintelligible utter-
ances,”’ which were construed into sober
sense, or nonsense, as the case might be,
by the priests of the oracle, would in-
spire any one else who breathed them.,

itrons oxide, or ‘‘laughing gas,” ma

cause one to dance,another tosing,sand, :

rhaps, another to pray; but they pro-
uce effects: whieh are analogous. As
to the'‘passes’’ of the maesmerist, they

[ do not produce like éffects upon differ-

:Et individuals, bub this is only a gues-
ion of degree; some reqnire a higher
intensity of the *‘magnetic’’ influence
to subdue them; or, the operitor him-
self may

the ‘‘patient.” . yhere 1t
_:piml_ arity of effect produced which is
e

stand—‘'‘all men are mo

re or less sub-
ect to the same influences.” $pcsad

‘How is it with regard to planetary in-
fluence?  Astrola
ble of impressions from the light or in-
fluence of Jupiter, another from that of
Mars, ete.”” Ifthereds this influenee in
the beautiful light of the planet Jupiter,
it is reasonable to suppose that &all are
alike benefitted by it. " Not =0, &8 the
astrologer understands it: the individu-
al who is' born uuder the inflaence of
that planet is the favorite of the ‘‘greafer

the poor ecreature who happens to be
through a tracted la-
bor, too late to get the blessing, may
come into existence under the dominion
of Saturn, (ominous nnme!{‘qn*d', unless
Jupiter isin “‘trine’’ or ‘‘sextile,” to ‘‘the

reater infortune,” (Saturn), or Venus,

the next best of the good planets) the
‘‘native’’ (the person born,) will be a
poor, miserable, sickly, cowardly drudge
throughout all his existence, unless
“Saturn is not in his'dignities,” thatis,
weak, by reason of his position in the
zodiae!
This is all very pretty in theory, but
is it true? ©Strange that mankind
should bave made observations and re-
corded theirexperience as the ancients
did, for thousands of years, to try to es-
tablish the infallibility of the stars as
oracles, and then have failed. No sys-
tem, which has been the subject of hu-
man investigation, hus been go thor-
oughly tested, and has failed so com-
letely. Why was it so well examined?
len wanted it to be true; they wanted to
raice the veil which hides the future
from mortals to gratify their vanity and
to give them power over their fellows.
Who does not know this who is free
from the desire that this pseudo-science
should be true? for, to him who desires
it, ‘it is true. ' The man who sincerely
believes he is under the dominion of
Saturn, or Jupiter, or any other being,
is controlled; he is subject to an influ-
ence whose sway is despotie, just in pro-
portion to the intensity of his:eonvic-
fions! Gt GEER

. Now, what are the faets? "A man
believes in astrology, or planchette, or
‘intuition,’ or magie, or elairvoyauce,

I Jnesmerism, or anﬁ other “ism’''—it
a his oracle. He bows before it and

it becomes his idol; the more fully he is |

convineed of the truthfulness or relia-
bility of his ido], the more he will rev-
erence it, Will he seek the true God?
No. He will be weaned from any for-
mer attachment, when he ceases to
drink of “‘the sincere milk of the word.”’
To him there is no E'mphat but his

rophet; no God but his, He may not

ave descended to this depth to-day,

be influenced *““positively’” by
In theaa'mtéq' theraia'

ducible to a law which all maynnder- |

logers s_ﬂy&m issuseepti-

127,

but it is only & question of time. Who
consults any of theseeoracles to do good?
What are the motives which actuate
men to seek for information? ‘‘I want
to be great, to be rich, to know who
loves me,’’ or ‘‘who hates me,”’ or ‘‘who
wrongs ‘me.” ' Do any consult them
with a view to be more useful mem-
| bers of society: to enable them to be-
come better men and women socially,
intellectually, morally? None,

Where then; is the good of such
“sciences falsely so-called?”’ Ifyou are
afraid to goto law unless the planets
are propitious it is because your course
is unjust; if you are afraid to marry for
the reason that “Venus is not well as-
pected” inthe heavens it is because
you have doubts concerhing the Venus
you have chosen on earth; if you are
afraid to plant to-day, because the con-
figuration of the planets says no, it
shows you lack confidence in the Being
who causes the plants to grow.

But have the planets no influence on
earth? Yes. Thestream oflight which
flows upon this earth from countless
myriads of suns, centres of other solar
systems, helps to sustain life both in
lanimals and vegetables. The sun is
by no means the only luminary which
is engaged in ministering to mau, and,
it is highly probable that the light
derived from those plapets circulating
in this soiar system, although only re-
flected light, may bring with it some of
the qualities ofthe planet from which
it is reflected. Perhaps those ‘‘hot and
dry,’”’and ‘‘watery and cold’’ qualities
which the ancients noti¢ed as qualities
of certain planets, are really necessary

the perpetuation of this planet, Atall
gvents we may be assured of this: He
who ‘‘made all things well,’”’ and pro-
nuunﬂedgwegthing ‘‘'very good,” did
‘not create, and certainly would not per-
petuate any withering, pernicious in-
fluences, such as are ascribed to the' rays
of light which innocently fall upon the
g:'rth from' the planets of oursolar ys-

m. | ‘

B m o A  w—

of the Death of Franklin
'Bi Wﬂﬂ.}lﬁf- *“_ .

Partienlars

The following account has been fur-
|'nished by the 8t. George Office of the
Deseret A'elegraph’ Line to Bishop H. D,
Woolley, in relation'to the deathi'of his son
Elder ¥, B, Woolley: *Frank left Point of
Rock Station-on the Mojave river on the
evening of the 17th of Mareh., He rode all
night in a rain storm and stopped at Fear’s
in_ Cajon Canon, thirty-four miles distant .
from where he started. He left there and
weént to San Bermardino, stayéd there dur-
ing the 18th, and -on the 20th returned to.
| Fear’s and stopped about three hours, He
then went to what is known as Dunlap’s
ranche, about eight miles east of fhe main
traveled road, to look for his horses, in-
tending, if he did not find them there, to re-
turn to his train and make other arrange-
ments, He sta all night in a hay stack,
and is supposed to have started early the
next mo g with the intention of r -
ingl;lto his camp. He had gone about half a
mile, when from the tracks, it is ¢

he met about sixteen Indians, when he dis-
mounted from his mule fo parley with
them. Failing to compromise with them,
and seeing they intended to kill him, he
turned and ran about twenty-five ;i:.cm,
when he fell, shot by arrows. Such is the
supposition: The Indians then stripped
him of everything and dragged him into a
ravine about twenty-five steps distant and
theére left him. They then led the mule a
short distance up the hill to a bush and
stabbed it, where it was afterwards found
dead. Yrank’s failing to return to either
Fear’s or Burton’s stations, which were on
his way back to his train, awakened alarm,
and Mr. William' Gregory, of Fear’s,
and Charles Gerrard, of Burton’s station
started out in search of him, There being
a trail going to San Bernardino, which did
not pass either of these stations, Gregory
and Gerrard went to it and there discoy-
éred nine head of horses, belonging to Ger-
rard, killed and mutilated, The men hear-
| ing noises in the brush, and both being un-
armed, started back, and, when about half
| way across the valley, they found Frank-
lin’s black whip, covered with blood. " Gre-
gory then started for San Bernardino for a
party of men to hunt the body. Arriyving
at Fear's, he found a freighter named Ai-
kén, who, with his teamstars and some oth- .
er men of the station, wenf in search of
Frank, Gregory proceeded to San Bernar-
dino, but could raise orly one man, named
R. Mathews.: ‘Arriving at Fear's, he found
Aiken had returned with Frank’s remains,
much mutilated, most of the flesh bein
gone from the bones. Aiken hadconye
them. on a mule from where they weré first
discovered, and was_just burying them as
Gregory returned. This was on the 25th of
March.

The morning that Frank left, the train
divided, it having been so arranged with
Frank. The light wagons started on, leav-
ing E. D. Woolley, jun., with the rest of
the train. They waited three days, and
then started on J;a 20th, Frank having ar-
ranged, before he left, that they should pro-
ceed down the Mojave and he would over-

|




