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not ‘God come? He sent Peter, do you not see?

REMARKS

By Pres. H. C. Kimball, Tabernacle, Sunday
Morning, Nov, 8, 1857,

—

[REPORTED BY LEO HAWKINS.]

I am almost a good mind to talk a littles that
ig, if you want I should, but I certainly do not
want to without you want { should, and then
again if I felt really likeit, I should talk wheth-

THE DESERET NEWS.

Why did He not come along? Because He has
agents to attend to His business, and He sits
upon His throne and is established at head

quarters and tells this man, ‘Go and do this,’

and it is behind the vail just as it is here. You

‘have got to learn that.

Peter comes along with James and John and
ordains Joseph to be an Apostlie and then Jo-
seph ordains Oliver and David Whitmer and

er you wanted I should or not. The reason I Martin Harris and then they were ordered to

make that expression is because I am called to | select twelve more and ordain them.

an holy calling, with our President, or br. Brig- |

ham, He is my leader and I am his brother
and servant; I am his fellow servant, that is,
I am one with him, and my ecalling actually re-
quires me to talk and to teach and to instruct
and to exhort and to invite all men to embrace
the gospel and plan of life and salvation.

Jesus, in the 1st chap. of John, 4th verse,
says, “In him was life; and the life was the
light of men.?’

|

It was
done; do you not see works were manifest?—
Theﬁ received the truth, and thus you and I
are here to-day, and if it had not been for the
practice, you and I would not have been here,
wonld we?

Well, practice makes perfect; it makes per-
fect ‘ruen and perfect Apostles and Prophets
and Elders and Teachers and Deacons, and
how can you be perfect without it? It is by
our practice and living up to our profession that

Also, in the 8th chape and 12th verse, “Then | we increase and grow in graee and in the
spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the | knowledge of the truth.

licht of the world; he that followeth me shall |

There are a great many things, probably, that

not walk in darkness, but shall have the light|are taught you from this stand, that is, from

of life.”

individuale; they are taught to you and you,

And in the 14th chap. and 6th verse, “Jesus probably, have not got faith and confidence in
saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and {them. Well, now, I do not care whether you

the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
b:'r me,?

Well, yon have heard me express, several
times, that truth is life, and life is light. Well,
it is true, because Jesus says, ‘I am the life
and the light of the world and no man that is
born upon the face of this earth can obtain
elernal life except they go by me; they must
come by me or through me to obtain eternal
life.?

Brethren, I want you to understand if yon
will treasure up prineiples of truth as you
would treasure up gold and silver and precious
stones, if- you will treasure up truth, every
truth that you treasure up, that truth is life,
and that life islight. Do you not see that
if you treasure up. the principles of truth in
yvou and you have your treasury full of them,
then, of course, your treasury is savior of all?
Why? Because life is light and light is life.—
Do you not see if you have got the true princi-
ples dwelling in you, if you treasure up truth,
you are bound to have life, and then .if yon

?

have or not, if you will go-and do as yon are | man that makes the man.
told, you ghall have a knowledge, although you : }ﬂcked spirit when it was organized and bro’t |
‘had not a particle of faith when you bezan.| into existence? No, no more than our little

That is curious religion, but there is no know-

ledge on any other principle, only by obedi-
ence,

Sometime ago I brought up a fizure. Says.

I, Jobn, Timothy, Jack, Peter, I do not care
who they are, you go up above the arsenal
and dig a weil, and dig 10 or 12 feet and you
shall find a good spring of water. ¢Well,” says
br. John, I have no confidence in that, that
there can be water got there, neither have I

all his body was disfigured—1I will tell you,.if

there is a good spirit in that man and that spir-
it cultivates wholesome doctrine and lives to
God, you love him;- it is the spirit that is<in the
man that makes the man, which is the mind
that you was speaking of, father Morley. You

meant so, did you not, father Morley? [*Yes.”]

Well you did.

Well, our change from this state of ex-|

istence: does not change our character, the
character must be made and formed before it
goes through the vail, if he is going to continue
with the servants of God, the Prophets.

Now, brethren, you have got a spirit in yon,
and that spirit was created and organized, was
born and begotten by eur Father and onr God
before we ever took these bodies, and these
bodies were formed by Him and through Him,
and of Him, just as much as the spirit was, for
I will tell you He commenced and brought forth
spirits, and then when He completed that work,
He commenced and brought forth tabernacles
for those spirits to dwell in. I came through
Him, both spirit and body. God made the ele-
ments-that they are made of, just as much as
He made anything. Tell me the first thingthat
is made on earth that Ged did not organize and
place here in this world. Not a thing.

Well, it is the mind or spirit that is in the
V¥as that spirit a

children are sinners, but we have been led. that
is, perverted- or rather led away from these
true principles, led into evil principles by oth-
ers. Well, then, of course we are not exactly

as we were when we were organized. No, we |

have taken other men’s books and reasonings
and fell into other principles. led away from
nature, soms say, ‘nature’s darkness’. I do not

' know anything about such a thing as nature’s |
darkness; if we were as. we were in our first

any conficenee in }Tﬂit 48 an .A]TDEHE'.? Sa}'g : EI'EEILEDH, Wwe Ehﬂ[l]{llhﬂ as innocent as little chil-
' I, I do not eare care whether you have or not, | dren, every one of us, Perhaps you do not see

go and do as I tell you and you shall be

paid | these things as I do, but I have not any notien

\for it; you go and dig a well, and dig 12 feet |of my own to communicate unto you.

|
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and find a good spring of watery now do yon
a particle of faith or confidence?
works. |

Some say, ‘What is the use of me doing this,
orthat, or the other thing, I have no faith in

have life, you are bound to have light, and if |it?> I do not care a dime for your faith, they
those true principles dwell in you, and they|

abound, do you not see youn eannot be unfruit-
ful?>—you are bound to be fruitful in the know-
ledge of God and in the aceomplishment of
his gmrpﬂsea.

I

you do not take a course to treasure up |

truth, you never will be prophets and prophet-
esses, for it is in treasuring up truth and life
and light—if these principles be in youn and

they abound, you will be like a well of water |

springing up into everlasting life, It will be
everlasting, do you not see, if it springs up,
and that will bring us back to the fountain of
life from whenee springs life and light. Do vou
not see it springs from God, it emanates from
Him?—and if it is in us and abounds it will be
in us as a well of water springing up into ev-
erlasting life, from whence it sprane.

Well, here are a few ideas before you, some-
thing I had not thought of before I got up.
Well, I am called and ordained to be a teacher
and to instruct; but if you do no% receive my
instructions and the prineiples of truth that
emanate from me, then you are not profited,
for the Lord says, ‘if a man offers you a gift
and you do not receive that gift with gladness
and joy, then of course the man that offers
the gift is not blessed, but if the receiver re-
ceives it with joy, then the man that gives the
gift has joy in giving it. Do you not see it?—
Well, upon the same principle, if God corfers
gifts and blessings and promises and glories
and immortalifty and eternal lives and you re-
ceive them and treasure them wup, then our
Father and our God has joy in that man. Do
you understand me? ¥ do not know whether
you get my idea or not, but, to save my head, I
cannot talk any plainer. You know I am call-
ed gimple; well, I wish I'wassimpler and eould
convey things with greater simplicity than I
do. Why? Because I bave not a spirit within
me to wish to talk one word to you except good
gense and light and information and instruction
to the child that sits before me to-day. Do
you not see God is not pleased with any man
except those thatreceive the gifts and treasure
ithem up and practice upon those gifts? and he
gives those gifts and confers them upon you
and will have us to practice wpon them, Now
these principles to me are plain and simple.

Do you suppese that God in person called
upon Joseph Smith, our Prophet? God called
apon him. but God did not come Himself and
call, but He sent Peter to do it. Do you not
gee?—1ie gent Peter and sent Moroni to Joseph
and told him that he had got the plates. Did
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produce the knowledge and then, do you not
see, knowledge swallows up faith before you
ever had it?

Did you ever know anything
thing when it was net? Yes, the Methodists’
God has neither body, parts, nor passions, and
yet they have swallowed him.

Well, now, this is:a kind of curious doctrine,
but it is true doctrine, for I never knew much
faith in exereise in a man, except that man
had good works, by going and deing as the ger-
;.-*anfs of God say, to produce faith and know-
edge.

Now I will ask you a question, a seriptural
question. I do not know where it is. It is in

to swallow a

the bible.. I cannot refer to chapter and verse;

I want to refer you to the ease of Naaman,
the Assyrian, who was smitten with leprosy.
How much faith had he? He had not a parti-
cle, but his servants, that had faith. prevailed
upen him to go down to Jordan. When the
Prophet spolte to him and teld him to go and
dip himself seven times and he shonld become
whole, hie had not a particle of confidence in it.
He went down with his riches to buy health,
but he could not buy it, he had to de as the
Prophet told him. He went down and dipped
himself seven times and was healed. Do you
not believe, then, he knew things? Says he,‘I
know, now, they are the men of God. [ know,
now, that God lives and their words are true,
for I did as they told me, but Ihad not any con-
fidence in them, and I was healed.?

Does nof that agree with me? I merely:

bring that up that you may not find fault with
my doctrine. Do you not see that is the prin-
ciple that we must be actuated by? I care not
whether you have any faith or no!; you go and
do a8 yon are told to do, and that produces
knowledge, and how long will it be before we
will be presented info the presence of Jesus
Christ,the Son of God? It will net be but a
little while. Now there are a great many peo-
ple, even to this day, with all the reformation

‘that has been in our midst. who make a prac-

tice of telling lies, it is impossible for them
to tell a story exceptthey put into the inter-
stices of that story lies of their own mannfac-
turing. Do you not see that destroys? They
make a practice of it. They cannot transact
business except they must lie a little. How
long, do, yon suppose, it will take that man to
get to.heaven and to enter into celestial glory.
where lies or anything that is impure ecannob
exist? It wiil take him as many millions of
years as there will be millions of years to

God come Himself? No, He sert Moroni, and | come.

told him there was a record and, says he, *that
record is matter that pertains to the Laman-
ites and it tells when their fathers came ont of
Jerusalem and how they came and all about it
and,” says he, ‘if you will do as I tell you. I
will confer a gift upon vou.? Well, he confer-
red it upon him, because Joseph said he wonld
doas he told him. ‘I want yon to go to work
and take the Urim and Thummim and trans-
late this book and have it published, that this
nation may read it.? Do you not see, by Jo-
seph receiving the gift that was conferred up-
on him, you and I have that record?

Well, when this took place. Peter camealong
to him and gave power and authorify and, says
he, ‘you go and baptize Oliver Cowdery and
then ordain him a Priest.® e did it and do
you not see his works were in exereise? Then

Oliver, having authority, bzptized Joseph and|it that was made before this body.

ordained him a Priest.
works how they manifest {hemselves?

1

Perhaps some people may think that if we
do lie and are dishonest and so forth and so on,
when we die, {he death that comes uponus and
the change, that comes upon ns will change
and take away those lies and we shall find
ourselves basking in truth. No such thing. I
may tell a lie to you, I may be dishonest to my
neighbors and ungedly, then I may get up and

zo out of doors, and I want to know what bet-

ter am I when I go through that door than I
was this side of it? Has it changed my na-
ture? No, not one particle.

I will refer to br. Morley’s words. He says,
‘the mind makes the man.” That is true.—
What is the mind? It is that character that
was mace and faoshioned after the image of
God, before these bodies were made, that is,
our spirits. What is the mind? It isthe spir-
Do yon

Do you not see the krowit? Well, now, let metell you, it is that

spirit that maites the man. I care not how

Well, then, Peter comes aloug. Wh}' did;humble he is, if hig'nose i3 three feet long and

|

|particu]ar!}' for them

 flabberation of all languages.

You see I am the simplest fellow there ig.—

not get the knowledge of that water without | I wish to God I was more simple than 1 am, I
If ig in tne | should be nearer to what I was in nature. 1

do not know how to use what they call big
wordsy I never studied them, I have no taste
&d if I had, T should
not know where to put them and should be very
apt to stick the head to the feet and the feet
to the head. I do not know where to app!
them. Well, what are they? You may as
br. Taylor and he will tell you they are con-
Conflabbera-
tion—well, that’s a good word, is it not? That
is, they are French, English, Irish, Dutch,
Hebrew and Latin, and they are all kinds of
words, and  there are not many of them that
have good sense, Well, they are a mixture,
every language is a mixture, Ibave not stud-
ied them.. -

Do you want to blame me? Cannot you un-

' derstand me in my simple way of commnunicating

to vou? After all my gimplicity and simple
words and trying to simplify my words to the
capucity of the people, there are lots of you who
do not understand the words I use-—the words 1
was taught from my youth in my simplicity.

Well now, brethiren, I tell you I have said what
[ have sdid, and may God grant that it may in-
spire your hearls, that it may exalt vour minds,
that yon may frcasure up these truths as far as
they are truths, and I know nothing to the con-
trary but what they are fruths, and if you do,
or anybody else, I would be pleased to be cor-
reefed, that is, to bave the real thing presented
nstead of them. Isit to my injury, because I
did not happen to get it and somebody steps for-
ward and puts it there? Does it injure me? No,
it communicales to me that I had not got, that
is, a trath, and truth is life and life is light, do
you not see what I get by it?

In regard to our situation and eircumstances in
these vallevs, brethren wake vep! WAKE UP

YE ELDERS OF ISRAEL AND LIVE TO

GOD and none else, and learn to do as you are
told, both old and young; learn to do as you are
told for the fature, and when you are taking a
position, if you do not know that youn are right,
do not take it; I mean independently, but if you
are told by your leader to do a thing, do it—none
of your business whether it is right or wrong—
you will get waler, if you dig away. That is
rather presumptuous doctr'ne with some people,
but with me it is not.

I have heard men teach in this stand that 1
was under no obligation to do anything except I
had a revelation. I do not believe the doctrine at
all, I don’t care who preached it. I am not the
leader, 1 am not the Prophet, vor the chief Apos-
tle; I do not hold the keys independentlys; I have
no keys, only what 1 hold in br. Brigham, and
then br. Brigham has the word of God, he must
do thus and so. He comes to me and suys*‘Br.
Heber, I wan! you to do thus and se. Wait till
I go home, get into my private room and ask Gad
that I may get a revelation! Aint that prefty,
br. Taylor? Well, I will not talk just as I think,
il T did, I would knock this pulpit head over heels,
when I think of such folly. Go and get a reve-
lation when God has spoken through my head!—
and then the tail goes off and gets down on his
knees fo get a revelation when the head has get
one.

Now I have heard that dectrine preached here,
that they must have a revelation before they are
beund to receive that word and go and practice
it, just as it would have been with those men I
employed fo go and dig that well by the arsenal.
‘Wait, sir” I wili not wait a minute, 2o along,
or I will employ men that will do it. ‘I am po-
inz to get a revelation to know if there is water
there.’ They do not know that by believing on
any man’s festimony they increase in knowledge,

wisdom and the power of Gods they forget that. |

Do you not see that I can learn more to be led
than I can to lead, if I have the right man fo lead
me? Br. Brigham is my leader, he is my Proph-

K* |

e

etand my Seer, my Revelator, and whatever he
says that is for me to do and it is not for me to
question him one woid, nor 1o question God a
minute. Do you not.see?

I-will tell yon what it is right for me to do. If
there is time and 1f there is not, it is not necessary, .
go along and bow down before the Lord Gods
says I, I“ather, help me to be faithful and do the
words of br. Brigham, my leader, that 1 may see
glory in it and that 1 may see immortality and
eternal lives-in it.

I'am-teaching youn, Elders; now, il I am not
tight, I am wrong. I leave it to you to judge
whether I am rizht or wrong. It is curious for
me to dalk, but it is.- not for me to question his
words no more than it was Naaman, the Assyrian;.
says he, *What better are the waters of Jordan?
Why are not the rivers. of Damascus and the
water round Jerusalem just as good? Why is
there not as much virtua in them as there is in
‘Jordan?  Why, there is, but the virtne is in the
'man of God telling him what to dog there is vir-
tue in doing what the servant of God told him to
do. If be had told him to bave gone and got in-
to a mud hole, it would have had the same effect
as that water; it is in the words of the man of
God, and God le!s His angels go along wherever
he goes, and the angel of God goes along and
touches the man with the touch of his finger,
and says, *be thon made whole.” Why? ¢Be-
cause the servant of God says so. and I have
come Lere to help fulfil it.? Either side of the
vail they are active to see that your words are
fuliilled, if they are no!, they are not with us,
nor we with them.

What difference dces the vail make? None at
all. To us there isa vail, but to them there is
no vail, they ean see through the side of a house
as well as through the air. L know that by ex-
perience. ‘Well, now,” some one says, ‘what
good does it do for two or three thousand men to
be.in. the mountains? Why, I don’t know as it
is any of our business. I{ says, ‘Uncle Sam cun-
not come.. We are ready, we are on the spot.?
Well, what else? It gives those men an experi-
eice that they cannot have on any other princi-
ple. They are geiting sn experience, for what?
To cultivate them for something greater, which
will come next year, and if it does not come ther,,
it will come some time. I do not say it will
come next year, you never heard me say it would,
but you and T want to live our religion and do as
we are told, not questioning a word for a mo-
ment. You have got fo stop that; it is enocugh.
for others to do that, without our meddling with
those things—I am speaking to the Elders of
[srael..

Well, these things are all right; you learn fo
do as you are told, and those that have not been
baptized into the church, I say, go and be bap-
tized and put on Christ by baptism, that you may
receive the Holy Ghost and be one with us; that
is 21l I have got to say to you.
| Bless your souls, T pray my Eather to bless
br. Bricham, with his conrselors, that they may
be one; to bless the Twelve, that they may be
one with us; to bless the Seventies, that they
may be one with the Twelve, and the High Priests
one with the Seventies, and the Elders one with
the High Priests, and the Priests one with the
Iiders, &e., that we may all be one and partake
of the same Spirit and same power and same
Holy Ghost and sawme religion; that is my exhor-
tation to you; I cannot preach any other.

If that takes place, I want to know what any
power has to do with us? As we relax our power
end living our religion, do you not see, as we re-
lax, the devil will gain powerupon us? Suppose,
now. I was to take a rough and tumble with a
man and wrestle with him, T wrestle a spell
pretty valiantly and almost gain power over my
antagonist; I bave almost gained power over him
and I begin to slack up to get a little breath, do
you not see that that antagonist is bound to put
me down if I slack up? Well, if you slack up,
your religion,. living faithfully, praying, exhort-
ing and living to God do you noct see our antago-
nist i3 gaining power over us? But let me tell
you, gentlemen, we will take il just as God dic-
tates, and if be says rough and tumble, let us.
take it rough and tumble and pitch them head-
long where they belong.

Well, now, if youn will do just as you are teld,
you will inerease in knowledge ten thousand
times faster than yon will to pray six hours and
if you follow that course, you will not advance
in your rel:gion one hundredth part as much as
that mun that will do just as he is told, no matter
what.

If you are teld to watch, watch.
pray when you are walching? 1do; 1 pray all
the time. Well, live yonr religion, that is, not
your religion, bul the religion of Jesus Christ,
and serve your {“od. Cease all your contentions.
Are there not contentions enough in the world?
Are there nat contentions enough with that army
and with the devils in hell, without there being
any with us? These things should subside, they
should tuke an avalanche, like the snow; you
know the snow will take a slide down the sides
of the mountains; thev call that an avalanche; I
shonld call it a hell of a full of a fuss; that is,
it 13 a convulsion; well, excuse me for that lang-
uage.

Well, here are these iroops over yonder, they
are Mot here, are they? Well, some of you
thought they were coming here and several run
away, supposing they were coming, Well, I am
glad of that, and I wish every other one that feels
so would put off. 'We will help them. Br, Brig-
bam has fuifilied his word; he said if he could
find any man or woman that wanted to go, he
would send them to that happy place.  Well, he
has sent Mrs. Mogo; no doabt she will die a hap=
py death. :

This great Mr. Johnson, the commander of
those troops has come, I suppose., PBr. Groes-
beck has come in with his company from the
States; God gave him wisdom and he is here and
he escaped those troops. Mr. Johnson says he
is going to obey the President’s orders snd says

||

Can yon




