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had apostatized, and were entirel
destitute of the épiril; of God, The
Jews had apostatized before Jesus
came among them to that degree
that there were seets and parties
among them, just as we find in the
Christian world since; and these
Jewish seets were destitute of ‘the
spirit of propheey which their an-
cient fathers had; they were desti~
tute of the ministration of angels,
and secarcely one feature existed
which was amoug their fathers in
the days of their tighteousness., It
was because of this that the Jews
were broken off, and the Gentiles
were grafted in, and were made
partakers of the riches, blessings
and glories formerly enjoyed by the
ancient Jews,

“Well,’says one,'am I to under-
stand from your remarks that there
has been no real Christian Chuch
on the earth, for a great many cen-
turies that are passed ?”’ These are
my views, and these are the views
of the Latter-day Saints—we be-
lieve that,so far as the eastern hem-
isphere ia eoncerned, there has been
no true Christian Chureh for some
seventeen centuries past. I say the
eastérn hemisphere, for we believe
that there was - a true Christian
Chureh omn this continent. which
continued for nearly four centuries
after Christ; but so far as the east-
ern hemisphere is concerned it ex-
isted in name only, with some few
of the ordinances, administered by
persons without authority, We
read, in the works of the early
Christian fathers, so called, when
they found themselves destitute of
all power to get new revelation
from God, that they tried to per-
suade, and did finally persuade, the
people that the canon of Seripture
was full and that God did not de-
sign to give his people any more
revelation and that wicked delu-
sion continued for a great many gen-
erations. It was necessary to form
some excuse, for those few among
the peonle who had the privilege of
reading the Bible would naturally

y t Rome. The members of that church

say that the right to sit in the papal
chair has been handed down in un-
bruken succession from the apostle
Peter. Now, take away new reve-
lation and how eould you choose
from among the milliens who pro-
fessed Christianity the one that
should sit in that chair? There is
no means whatsoever of distin-
guishing him, unless he was
called of God as was Aaron,
and this would introduce new rev-
elation, and hence, when it ceased,
the real authority ceased, and the
Pope had no more authority than
a heathen priest, neither could he
confer authority upon a second
man, neither could the church it-
self give authority without new
revelation from God. The Bible
could not give this authority; for
there is not a word said in all the
Old or New Testament that such
and such a man, by sach a name
and at such a period in the future,
should occupy the chair of St. Pe-
ter; hence, without new revelation,
theselection of the successive popes
would be mere guess work,

How is it with the Protestants?
Let us come down to the Walden-
ses, to Luther, Calvin, Henry the
Eighth, and those who dissented
from the Catholic Church; have
they authority? ILet us inquire a
little into their belief and views.
Did those I have named believe
there was any later revelation than
that which was given on the Isle
of Patmos? No, in this respeet the
Protestants followed after the same
heresy as the mother church; she
had taught for many generations
that the canon of Secripture was
full, and those who dissented and

| came out from her declared the

same thing, and the ple believ-
ed it, and finally the church of
England incorporated it into their
thirty-nine articles of faith, and no
person, according to their creed,
was to receive anything as a part
of his religious faith, except that
which was contained in the books

see the distinguishing charac-
teristics between the ancient
church and that with which they
were connected, and unless there
had been something to quiet their
consciences they would have been
continually asking the question—
“Why do we not have apostles?
Why do we not have prophets?
Why de we not have the gifts whieh
characterized the ancient echurch 7"
and hence the religious teachers of
those days, as in ours, were com-
pelled to tell the people that the
canon of Scripture was full, and
that the ancient Scriptures and the'
traditions of the church were their
only guides.

Perhaps you may think I am
misrepresenting this matter; if you
do, go and read the works of the
Roman Catholic church written be-
fore there were any Protestantsece-
ders from it and you will find that
this doetrine is universally incul-
cated therein. I should like to
know, and I will ask the question,
how it would be possible to transfer
the Christian ministry from genera-
tion to generation, and from one
century to another, without revelu-
tion? It could notbe done; it would
be an utter impossibility. A true
Christian ministry must be called
of God as Aaron was called, so says
the apostle Paul in writing to the
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| priesthood?”’

they called the canon ef Seripture,
which they said was full and com-
plete They never have found, in
any revelation which God has giv-
en,that no more revelation or Serip-
ture was to be given so long as
there was a Christian ehurch on the
face of the earth. These Protes- |
tants, then, were excommunicated
from the mother church, were they
not? 1 have heard some say, when |
asked about their authority to bap-
tise and preach, and to administer |
the Lord’s supper, ‘“Wedo it by
the autherity of our priesthood and |
of the office we hold.” ‘*Who gave
you that office and authority?”
“Such a man.” “Where did he
““He got it from another,
who preceded him.” ‘“And, pray,
how far back can you trace your
““We can run it back
to Martin Luther, John Calvin,
Henry the Eighth,” or some of
those reformers who came out from
the Roman Catholic Church.”
*“Where did the first ones whom
ou call reformers get their priest-
ood from, inasmuch as they de-
nied new revelation, and were not
called of God as Aaron » as?” “Qh,
they got it from the mother chureh,
the Roman Catholic Church.”
“But what do vou Protestants say
about the RomanCatholic Church.”

Hebrews.. He declares that *‘no
man taketh this honor unto him-
self, save he be called of God as was
Aaron,”  If we turn to the fore
part.of the Bible we shall find that
Aaron was called, not by revelation
given to his ancient fathers, Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob, not to Jo-
seph in Egypt,to Noah or to Enoch,
who lived before the flood; none of
the revelations given to those an-
cient servants of God called Aaron
to the ministry, but he was called |
by new revelation, direct from hea-
ven to Moses, his brother, com-
manding Moses to get apart Aaron
to the ministry; giving him diree-
tions respeeting his duty; and God
spake to both Moses and Aaron.
That was the way Aaron was ealled.
Now look at the ministry from the
first century down to the present
time. All its members have denied
new revelation, and have deelared
that the eanon of Secripture was
ful, 'Who, among the whole of
them,was ever called by new reve-
lation? Why, if a man made any
such pretence he was exeommuni-
cated from the church unless he re-
pented of the sin, as they called it.
To believe that God would again
' speak and call men by new revela-
tion, ag Aaron was called, was in
their idea a heresy, and they were
not te believe in anything execept
it was bound in theiraneient books.
We will take, for instance, the
highest authority in the Church of
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“Why, we say that she is that
great and abominable power that
is called the mother of harlots and
Mystery Babylon the Great, that
she is one of the most corrupt pow-
ers on the face of the earth, hence
the Protestants, who could not en-
dure all this corruption, came out
trom her.” ‘““And yet you get your
priesthood from this source.” Do
you not see, at once, the dilemma
into which they fall, when they at-
tempt to run their priesthood back?
[In one of the homilies of the
Chureh of England itis stated that
foreight eenturies the whole Chris-
tian world, every man, woman and
child therein, were in the depths
of idelatry, so that there was no
individual, during that long period,
who had any authority whatever.
But supposing that you grant that
the Roman Catholie church, which
the Protestants denounced as so
corrupt, had power to hand down
authority and that,by the authority
which they held they ordained
Martin Luther, John Calvin and
others of those early reformers,
they had power to take their
priesthood from them had they not?
Certainly, i{ they could hestow -
thority they eould take ic away
again. Did they do that? Yes.
Read the declarations of the Ro-
man Catholic cechurch respecting
these Protestant leaders, and see if
they did not eut them off from
everything that was ever conferred

office, every authority

to the very

only

Protestant denominations
have sprung from them?”
ly I do, an

where he declares that if they

whilst it was on the earth.

cord, in this good old book, that in
the latter days he would again re-
store the kingdom to the earth; as
there has been no Christian church,
with divine authority, in the four
quarters of the globe for many cen-
turies past, it is no wonder that the
ancient prophets saw a
time when God would restore to
the earth the true chiurch. Hence
we find, in the 14th chapter of the
revelations of St. John, that amo
the things which he saw, whie
were to transpire in the future, was
the restoration of the everlasting
gospel tn earth by an angel flying
through the midst of heaven. It
seems then, that, at the eleventh
hour, the last period of time, God
would again visit the inhabitants of
the earth by sending a mmenFar
from the courts above with glad
tidings of great jlﬂy, not for a few
people dwelling in some particular
corner of the earth, but for all peo-
ple—every mnation, kindred and
tongue upon the four quarters of
our globe. Goand ask any of these
fallen churches,—go to the oldest
among them, the Roman Catholie,
or the Greek church, and ask them
if Ged has sent another angel with
the everlasting gospel to be preach-
ed to all nations, and has commit-

you no, they do not believe it is
ever to be sent in that manner, but
that it has continued on the earth
from the time it was introduced by
the Savior, and consequently there
is no need of any such restitution,
there is no need of any angel com-

and all
power, and then denvunced them

lowest abyss of hell;
consequently, if you should even
pretend - that authority could be
transferred to the Protestantsit was
taken from them. Says one, “Do
{you mean to unchristianize not
the Roman Catholic and
Greek churches, but also all those
who
Certain-
itis in fulfillment of
that which was spoken of by Paul
in the 1lth. chapter of Romans,
do
not continue in the goodness of
God, they also shall be cut off, that
is cut off from all those blessed
privileges and spiritual gifts which
characterized the church of Christ,

This being the condition of things
no wonder that God has left on re-

period of

the earth, to all” nations, kindreds,
tongues and people; therefore, if
joseph Smith had eéme pretending
that ne angel had revealed this to
him, but that he was inaﬁired from
on high to bring forth the records
called the Boo
should have set him down at once
as one of the basest of impostors,
because it would have been contrary
to the Scriptures.

Again, supposing that Joseph
Smith had neglected to o, n?ze
the church of Latter-day ints
according to the ancient pattern,
leaving out apostles and inspired
prophets, as all the seets have done,
all sensible men who believe in the
Bible would: have been compelled
to come to the conclusion tin
its organization this church was de-
fective, and did not agree with the
ancient pattern, and they might
have said—‘‘You have no prophets,
you have no apostles, and Een_r.:a
we reject you Joseph Smith, and
your Book of Mormon; for if you
were an imspired man, sent uféod
to rai-e up and establish his latter-
day church and kingdom upon the
earth, you weuld have among you
inspired apostles and prophets, and
your church would have agreed in
all respects with the ancient pat-
tern.”” But although Joseph Smith
was but a farmer’s boy, and had
but a very limited education when
the Lord called him, we find noth-
ing lacking in the organization of
the church, we find that itagrees
in every respect with the church
as ﬂ:nrga.lzniznmfe‘3 anciently by the

Savior. God even told him
|the very day on which it
should be organized, and also

named the various offices that
should be contained therein, and
he also gave him revelation con-
cerning the names of the individ-
uals who should be ordained, from
time to time, until there were
twelve apostles and until the priest-
hood was restored in all its branch-
es. And when we compare the
gospel taught by this young man
we find that it agrees in every par-
ticular with the ancient gospel, as
recorded in the New Testament.

|

ted it to them, and they will tell| ge preached faith in the Lord Jesus

Christ, just as the ancients did, also
repentance of {all sins, as the an-
cients did; be baptized ‘by immer-
sion in water for the remission of sins
in the name of Jesus Christ, just
as the ancients did; God command-

ing to restore it, for they have it
already. They will tell you that
they have the good word of God,
which already contains the ever.
lasting gospel; but if they have the

ed him to lJay hands upon those
who believed, repented and were
baptized for the remission of "their
sins, that the baptism of the Holy
Ghost might be given tothem, just
as the ancients did. God promised,

[

word of God, I think I have proved

they have not the authority to ad-
minister it, and that makes all the
difference. = They may have the

to my hearers this afternoon, that |

in this last dispensation, that the
Saints should enjoy all-the gifts
enjoyed by his people in ancient
days—that they should lay hands

word, but the Bible itself says
that the letter killeth. The word
is not ecaleulated to save unless
we can obey it. Can I be bap-
tized if there is no man on the

earth authorized to baptize me?
No. He that is not born of tiie

How can I partake of the emblems
of the broken body and shed blood

unless there is some man on earth
authorized to administer that
ordinance? I ean not do it. How
can I receive the baptism of fire
and the Holy Ghost if there be no
person on the earth who has the
authority to lay om hands in the
name of the Lord Jesus to confer
that blessing, the same as the
apostlesdid in ancient times?  How

longs to the Christian' churech,
wherein authority is necessary, un-
less such authority be on the earth?)
Consequently if they, in their zeal

cowards God, say that they have

the gospel, I will admit it sgo far as
the letter of the word is corcerned,
but they have not the authority to

lost it, because they have lost the
power of revelation, and the power
of the priesthood.

for and expect? We are to look for
the Lord to restore it. ' In what
manner? Just as he has predi~ted
through the mouthsof his servants.
If Jozseph Smith had received the
Book of Mormon withont the
ministration of an angel, and pre-
tended that it was a ‘revelation
from God, every person acquainted
with the Seriptures would have
'known that he was an imposter.
How would they have known it?
Because the Bible says that when
the everlasting gospel is restored it
shall be by sending another angel
flying through the midst of heaven,
with the joyful m e to be

upon them in that church, every

essag
| preached to all the inhabitants of

we b

water and of the spirit ean in no |
wise enter into the kingdom of God. |

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, |

can I obey any institution that be- |

administer its ordinances, having |

]
Well then, what are we to look |

upon the sick and- they should re-
cover; that in the name of Jesus
they should cast out devils, open
the eyes of the blind, unstop deaf
ears, cause the lame to walk, and
that through them, God would
show forth his power in this latter-
day church and Kingdem as he did
in the former-day chufch and king-
dom. These promises were mac
to the believers in our day; and
moreover Joseph Smith declared
that when he obtained the plates
of the Book of Mormon it was by
an angel flying through the midst
of heaven, who directed him by
vision to the place where these
plates were deposited—the hLill Cu-
morah in the State of New York.
He was also commanded of the Al-
mighty to translate the contents
of these plates by the aid of the
Urim and Thummim, which were
found deposited with the plates,
and he translated them according
to God’s command. |

God raised up, before this church
was organized, three other witnes-
ses, and they beheld an angel in
his glory and power; they saw him
descend from- the heavens, and
heard his voice, and they heard
the voice of the Lord testify unto
them that the translation by _this
young man, from these plates, had
been given by the inspiration of the
Holy Ghost, and they were com-
manded to bear record toall people,
nations and tongues to whom this
work should be sent. In all of
these respects, there isa perfect cor-
respondence between this Jatter-day

work of God and the Bible.

Now let us eome to those passages of
Scripture which I read at the commence-
meut of my diseourse. The thirty.seventh
¢hapter of Ezeklel informs ns that before
God sheuld restore the Honse of Israel to
their own lands he would bring forth the
stick of Joseph, written upon for Joseph,
and put it with the stick of Judah, wril-
ten upon for Judah,and that he would

‘of Mormon, we |

F vanuts, and say unto

make these two records one in his own
hands; and then, for fear the children of
Taracl would not understand what Ezekiel
meant by writing upon one stick.for Jo-

-
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ing upﬂuiths :ect?;:éll at,iﬂ;. for: Judah,' he
was required to ;up these two sticks,
after having joined l‘he& in one before the
children of lsrael, and then says the Lord
—*“When the children of thy le shall
speak unto thee, saying, t thou not
show us what thou meanest by th
sticks, written u
say'unto them, t

the stick of Joseph, and 1 will:

'*n thon writest shall be in thine
before their eyes:! sho
which wag in Ezekliel’s hands
fy that which the Lord said
his own haods. -8
Now you see that this record o
tribe of Joseph, called the
mon,
doctrine is concerned, with the.r
the tribe of Judab; hence the testimon
of h;nr natlgna thuuédtge- a witness to a
people, nations an ngues res

the truth of Christianity: and Inapl::dﬂ

s to
should be in

doing awsy with Christiaaity, the Book of . =
eph, -

Lan d_ i .,

Mormon—the record or stick of Jos
is an additional testlmony to the;
iwportant truths contained jn the Bifle

seph, the stick of Ephraimm, and then writ- -

A

1wWe.: ¢
n for.these.two tribes, .. .
s saith” the-bord God.
Behold I will take the stick of. Ephraim; . ;.
will ‘put'it with -+
the stick of Judah, and they shall:become . -
oue in mine hande; but the sticks where- "
‘-"- i .
wing  that thaf

typi- ..
Book rﬂuth'-’ s
ok of Mor-,
agrees in all its particulars, so Iar,:n._”ﬁ .
record.of ,

A

itis & testimony sgainst the corruptions =

that bave bLeen
under the name of Christianity. -

troduced into the world .

Had we time we migcat, refer. yim' i

many other prophecies that have been

given aud writlen In the Jewish record. -

concerning the coming forth of the record”

of Joseph in the latter days, just prior to

the gathering of the House of lsrael. The ,

Christian world may use all the exertions
they are capable of, and spend all:the
money they please,-to bring about the
¢athering of the Jews In the land of Pales~
tine, never to be divided again, but they
cannot accomplish  it. hy? _
God has his own way to fulfill and bripg

Becausg -

about his purpuses, and they must be ac- |
complishéed as he has decreed in order'

that the prophecies may be fulfilled, Read ' ¢
the 20th chapter of Isalah. Nearly the ""

whole chapter speaks of future events,

declaring T .
forth, and that before it was translated.

ow another book should come . . *

the words of the book, not the book itself, _ |

should be delivered to the Jearned, saying,
“Read this, 1 pray thee;” and he replied,
that it was a sealed book, and he conld
not read it. Then the by is dellyere
to him that is not learned, and hels re-
quested to read it, but he replies, ‘‘lam-
not learmed.” The unext passgge sayses
“‘Forasmuch as this people”—the peo
to whom the book is revealed -*‘draw neat

ple

to me with their mouth, do honor me with

their lips, and their hearts are removed.

far from me, and:the fear of the Lopd }& ..

taught t5> them by the precepts of men,
behold I will proceed to do a marvellous
work, even a marvellous work and a won-

der; the wisdom of their wise men shall .
Aheir |

perish, and the understanding of
prudent men shall be hid,”’

!;‘-l - |

All' this was fulfilled” when' ' the Tord *

brought forth the Book of Mormon. Accor
ing to the prediction of Isalah,a cog - »
of the words or characters on the pla
was sent, by him who found them; to the
city of New York, and were presented to
the learned for tragsiation, but they couid
not translate them. ‘They werethe inscrip~

‘tions of the ancient fathers of the Indians,

and the learned knew nothing about them;
they were as asealed book to them. Thep
the Lord ecommanded this young man 1o
translate the book, net by learning,
jnspirution, and in that respect the
of the wise and learned did perishy and &
marvellous work even a weuder was ac-
complished. In the same chapter
that, ‘“in that day shall the deat hear ihe
words +f the book.” What book? Answm:;'
the book that was. previonsly spoken of.

it gays -

*The eyes of the blind sbail see out of ob-

scurity and darkness, the meek also shall
inerease their joy in the Lord, and theé poor
I-l;nmuf men shail rejoice In the Hely One of
rae ] - 1Y) .
would you like t» know who itis who.
have settled this Territory, and bujit up be-
tween one aud two hundred wowus @
{ages now existing within its borde
che poor amopg men. The rich and great
the highminded and noble have despised the
work of the Lord; but
men, from many natious, have received tho,
message and testimony which God w rp-
vealed by the minstration of an angel
g through the midst of heaven. They
have left their native countries, and have

I"ﬁ? Zlfqil;.i » :

the poor among

gathered here, and here they are in the '~

ssionof B country and
en made to *‘rejoice in‘{hge
Bl hen again, what does the Lord sa
Aud then A __
about the gal.harfns' of Jacob, when th

they have :
3 Holy‘Oneof (v

book shall come forth? HKead a little fur-

will

ther on in the same chapter and y X
the .

find these words—‘Therefore thussa

Lord, who redeemed Abraham, cencerning

Jac.,bshall no longér
, neither shall his fuce
he seeth his childreny

ds, in the midst of him.
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od of Israel.” No .-.
that Isaiah 8 | B
e 5 HL:-ﬂ:;. ahnnll:- be the means of
them and restoring them totheim.
and they should neyer becomio
and two nations any more b

come for
Eﬂthﬂl‘iu
OWI ﬁ.
two Kin
all. Inquires one—* ‘
the House of Israel, what have
Latter-day Saints been  doing
forty rﬁm %? Eta.vt you gathered
""Noywe havenot; :
:::tlss wmj'ld not have been fufilled. Why?
Because the times of the Geatilcs must first.
be mitmedﬁ and Jt: lemn must be trod: el
down by them,un
Wwhat uf; vyou mean by their times beiug ful- ‘
filled, and the fulness of the Gentiles coms.
ingin? I mean just what the Lord mcans 08
that this guapelt which God qndu by
mrinistra ion of *‘anotber angel” {rom bea-
ven, must be preached to all nations, kin-
dreds, mngucha an?h m tnénhthe Gentiles
firet; aud when ,
them, it will go to lsraet, for the times of-
the Gentiles will then be fulfilled; in other .
words, when | speak to his ser-

you

have been faithfuiin your ministry,
t:gffu witrued the saticus, kindreds -
tengues of the Geutiles sufliciently, now
call you to & still greater work, anc
BIve hoth the Gentilos, but g0 to the.
c e Gen
nants of the House of_ rael wherever they
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