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A MOMENTOUS QUESTION.

A PROMINENT Noston clergyman has
been stirriog up his hearers on thelr
doties a8 members of the body politic.
His remerks ip a recent dlscourse were
80 Uimely and so applicable to citizcns

of the United Btates everywhere, that
we cllp a paragraph; or two for the
beneft of our readers. He sald:

I will invite your attentlon to what
1 conoslder a great source of peril—
thrt 1s, the growing dlsposition on the
part of many persons to neglect the
privileges and powers, the duoties, I
may say—of citizenship. I mean those
daotles which pertsinto personal par-
ticipation in nattopal politics. Re-
cange every citizen is s factor in the
government, reaaponsibuitg for the
character and destiny of ihe govern-
ment focallzes itself upon each indi-
vidual. Citizemship in America in-
volves the right to vote. That right
to vote resolves iteelf, on a moment's
thought, into an oblipition to vote.
{)ue vote in & mitllon may determine a
vital change 1o the polley of a npation.
And, whether it does or not, youn are
morally responsible for tbat vote, as
I.lr't‘l:l;"as you are for any act of your
*“It 1s time that upsight men, men of
colture and character, mote generally
aroused themeselves to a clear sense of
thelr responsibilities. Men plead that
they are too bunsyto go to cancuses,
committee meetings and conventiong—
100 busy even to g0 10 the polls. Those
whom the insane lust of gold has made
{althless to the duties they owe their
country are gullty of the double crime
of promoting their own ruwin and
brinezing back disaster npon their fel-
low-men. c T
*If politics have hecome corrupt, it
1ihe force of the lndividual voler is lost
* in the power of 4 machlue, if elections
are in danger of becowmipg a farce, if
the halls of Congress are the resort of
political axe grinders and bullies,
whose fault is it? What Is the reason?
1f our politics haye become an Augean
stable, then tb® honest, true men of
the country, the Christian men, must
become the Hercnles who sha!l cleanse
away the filth encuwmberiog and defiling
ogr Eomlcnl institutlons and meth-
ods O

‘*We need & revival of political
morality. It must come through the
energetic action of individual men who
bave the triumph of {nstiec at heart,and
through the fearless and persistentad-
vocacy of pura principles by an incor-
ruptible press.It must come throngh the
¢lear, resolute, continuaus utterances
of the Christlan moralities ln thelr re-
lation to political life, by a consecrated
and unfettered pulpit. The problem
of-onr netional presperlty and security
is & moral problem. Almighty God
bas an interest in hnnan government.
If thet covernment is contrary to Iis
will, He will crush it; pay, it will
#peedily crush itsclf, for wickedness ts
weakness, and wropg carrles in Its
heart it own undoing.'?

With the exception of the idea that
t‘citizenship in America lovolves the
right to vote,”the truth of these utter-
ances will commend itself to every
reagonable mind. All persons born in
the United States, und zllens who be-
come naturalized are citizens. Women
and children are citizens, jnst ag much
#8 male adults. Bot the rlzht to
vote i3 pot ziven "them. There are
certain qua]lﬁcnuous prescribed by
law, added to the condition of citizen-
suip, ‘'which must be bad before the
cltizen obtalns the right to vote. These

ualificatjons difter in various parts of
the Union and are regulated by local
enactment. A man, therefore, may be
& citizen, elther natlve-born or naiur-
alized, withont having the legal right
to vote.

But that a moral oblization accom-
panied the right 1o vote, is a somnd
proposition. This we have always
maintained. If weare responsible and
accountable beiugs at all, wé will have
to ac;:ount rotr L_hﬁyuse, misuse or non-
nae of every faculty, power and privi-
lege. And if **Almighty God has En in=-
terest In buman governmest," to Him
mast we acconnt for our acts in rela-
tlou to that government. "The Lat-
ter-day Saiots  will not dispute
Lhls when they come te reiflect upon it,
And if there 1s & moral duty to perform
in regard to national polilics, does it
not apply with at least 18 much force
to local politics?

We nave heard of men who have
been selected by the people to take u
promioent part in the political affairs
ol thls Territory, complaining that they
have no time and no inchination to en-.
£a26 in them. If this is the case, how
can it be expected thdt the ‘'rank and
flle” will be active iu political duty?
The apathy of some of onr people on
the voulogz questiou i8 often deplored.
Can thig be wondered at, if buslness
merand members of the people’s com-
mittees take bnt small interest in po-
itical matters? 5

Oune of the dutles enjoined npon the
Latter-day 8Baiota i3 that of support-
ing good aud wise men for public of-
fice. They are commanded to search
for them diligently,and then **uphold”
them. The importance of this must
be evident. There can be no dispnte
about it. The only trouble is that
people become careiess and indifferent
in regard to these things, and if they
think at all abont them, coatent them-
selves with the sssurance that it will
be all right without them and ‘‘gne
vote will not be missed, anyhow.”

Some gu B0 14r 83 to allow their per-

not get the nomionation they will not |
vote atall, This is all wrong and to a |
certain extent snicidal. Principlesare|
at issue more than men. The persous
sclected by the people, through their
delepates, are chosen to represent
principles which are deemed esaential
1o Yhe weil-being of the community.
All who believe in those principles are
interested {n their maintenance and
will suffer if they are defeated at the
polls. Personal preferences shouid
pile before the magnltude of & cause.
An_election is ebout to be held in
this Territery. There seems to be lit-
tl econcern about 1t. And yet itisof
great fmportance to the interests of
she people. We hope they will become
aroused in good time, and that the
primaries and conventicns will be fully
attended, and that the majority will

malotain  their sopremacy at the
polls. Every man who has been
selected to " act in these mat-

ters should seeto il that bhe is not
negligent, and that bis inflnence is
exerted ln the right direction and to
the full extent of his powers.

The masses of politicians may not
belleve in the preacher's views, quoted
above, 88 to the iutereat of Delly in
bnman eovernment, but they are
tamilisr to our people and are in lloe
with ourfaith. They have often been
expressed in these columns. History
bears wituess to their truth. The
fature will corroborate the past.
Events near at hand will add thelr
testimony with unmistakeable empha-
sis. And If the nation feels the force
of its own wrongs and the resulis of
its own weakness, will not the same
effects, in degree, be felt 1n every
part of the country where evlls arc
permitted $o prevail or political duty
i8 commonly neglected?

S s
RELATING TO THE FUTURE.

As the work of God progreases in the
future the evidences of the divinity of
its origin will multiply. It is expected
that, In course of time the proofs will
become so patent that manyof the
learned and more or less conapicuous
people of the world will be led to in-
vestigate the claims of tie Church to
a divine origin; they will be struck
with the correctness and elevatiog
charscter of its principles and em-
brace them. Bot the foundations of
this work have beea laid andthus

far it hss been perpetuated,
by the poor, the meek and

i

But thu grestest obstacle to

the uadaission of Dakoia (s the

people who are clamorlag for ad-

migsion. T'ais may seem something
of u pargdox, but it I8 u Iauct. The
cltlzens of tpat Territory are  not

sgreed amony themselves, They can-

not noite as to dlvision. Qoe party

wants Dakota eplit lo twalu so as te
make two Skites, another wants it to
¢0 loto the Ucion as = whole. ‘Fhe
former class ure chiefly Rep ublicans

the latter Bemocrats. The views o

each purty are reflected by parly re.

presentatives in Congress,or it may be
vica versa—the schemes of purtizans jo
Congress ure fostered by memuvers of
the respective parttes in the Terrl-
tory.

The sdvocates of divislon, who seem
t0 be in the majority, held a conven-
tion on the 11ta inst. und =dopred the !
foHowiby resolubons:

**First—To urge wpon the people of
Dakota the vast importance of making
divisionand thie adaslssion of the two
States of North end South Dakota the
controlllug 1ssae above had beyond
evely other issue for all represeuts-
tivey and ofticers in the fai] election.

Second—7'o urge vpon them the es
Pecial importiuce of selecting for the

eglalature honest, brave and " deter-
mined men who will pledge themselves
firet, to & sweeplpz reform of the
sbuses which fourish under the pres-
ent territorial administration, es-
pecially in its finance department, and
sBecond,. 1o sternly rétake from the
zovernor all the despetic and nousual
powers which have heen bestowed
upon by the legislitive .anthoritizs of
the territory.

Third—To pass laws immediately
doring the first day of the leglislatore
convoking two constitntional conven-
tions, one for North Dakota and one
for South Dakota, if deemed expedient,
and who will pledge themseives, in
case-the resolts of the coming presi-
dentinl electlon shall ve adverse to
Dakoty, and shall place in power men
and parties whuse policy and measures
shall threaten akota with a perpetual
or lndeflsite colonial vassalage, and 1o
take such otber measures as they law-
fully may for the relief of the people
of these Lwo states.”

This divislon scheme i3 the only
s0lid obstacle In the way of Dakoty to
statehood. 1tis & Republican plan for
the purpose of secnting four United
States senators and thus malptain-
ing the hold of the party npen
the Upper House, and of making
political capital eut of the Demo-
cratic oppositlon to the plot. The
Democruts are not willing o aid
in this party scheme of their enemies,
and 80 are acccused of preventiog Pa-

the humble of the earth; those who
bave trusted impiicitly in the arm of
Sod. His strength has copstitn®ed
their power and greatoess und nus[
been suficient, for it 13 decreed Lhat
no flegh shall glory in His presence, ln
conpection with His work dsooe =hball
be able to say, I bave accomplished
this labor. ;

If,as anticipsted and as has beenpre-
dicted, manpy ol 1he great and learned
—after the estimation o; the worid—
ahatl come to the futvre light of Zion
and identify thermselves with the work
ol regeneration, it will be necessary

for the Saints to be prepared
for that special phase of the
Church, Ogpe of the elements &1 prep-

aration must be that the people of
Zion shall not thoughtleasly Lake
course that might poseibly injure that
class when they shall, with hocest and
numble hearts, esmbrace the truth,
The Lord i8 no respecter of persons,
the poor and unlearned wWhe are
homble and meek being as acceptable
o him as the ricb, learned und infuen-
tial from s woridly pelnt of view. To
treal a person of the latter description
a3 if he was conferring a supreme favor
upen the Lord and the Church by as-
sociating bimself with it mpsat be a|
positive injury to him and is wotin
uBisoh with the genius of the Gospel
of the lowly Jesus.

Such a course would be liable to
give him an erroneous impreasion and
work to his detriment. It is not ac-
cording to the philosophy of the di-
vine plen. It ig not in harmony with
the grand truth that this is ngt ibe
work of man but of God.

As the time approsches when neta
few of the learned and iufiuentisl of
tbhe earth will embrace ihe Gospel, it
13 the more necessary that the Saints
should learn this one lesson,that class
distinctions arc  displeasin in
the sightof heaven, and tbat all men
who engage to serve God in humtlity
and with honest hearts are evenly en-
titled to the love, respect, apprecla-
tion and confidence of the faithful.
Aud it 18 the duty of each to perform
diligently and persistently the particn.
lar portion of the work that belongs to
his calling, under the gnidance of those
who are called and appointed to direct
the affalrs of the Chuorch, seeking to
do not bis own will, but the wiii of the
{;ord as plainly set fortb in the revela-

ons,

THE TROUBLE IN DAKQTA.

THE people of Dakota are still agitat-
ingfor Statellood, No one dispntes |
the rightinlness of their claims. The
whole country admnits that the great
Territory with its large populutioo,
abundaut resources and plentitnl evi-
dences of growth, *progress and CApA-

hility to sastain & Siate gzovernment
ought to be admitted without delay
into the Unlon. Both political parties

in Congress agrée to this,

kota from coming inte the Union,
whille the fact is they are ready to sd-
mit ber asa whole atanytime alter
the presidential electien. = Until Ds-
kotapns are agreed among themselves
itis impossible tosay with any cer-
tutnty woen thelr flourishing Ternitory
will emerge from political bondaxe
inte the liberty of a soverelgn State.

BROKE THE SPELL.

Try *'spelling bee' craze, which was
80 popular a f-w years ago, but which,
iike other fashionabile fads, soon ran
ita covrae and dropped lnto “lnnecn-
ous desnetude,'’ has accomplished one
good thing at least. It was adopted
a8 4 sort of exercise, recreation and
tuition sl in one at the Pouzhkeepsie
Ineane Asylum, and the other day a
woman, who had either refnsed or
been unable to apeak for five yenrs,
steod in line with the others in the
class. The teacher pronounced a word
for ber the same a8 the others, when it
came to ber turn, and to his astonish-
ment, and apparently her own, she
apelled it out, correctly too, and broke

e gpell npon her speech. Ever since
she has conversed as freely as other
women—whbich is saylng enough on
that head—and her recovery to a gound
mind is fully expected. The “spellioz
school,” it seems, I8 not withont jta
uBes.

L

POIBONOUS CIGARETTES.

Thk evils of cigarette amoking bave
been exposed, timeaud time agais,
perhaps te little pirpose. Yet there
may be some young men with sense
enough to escheswy a habit which has
been demonstrated beyond guestion to
be injnrious. Therelore writers for
the public are eacouraged to continue
thelr endeavors $o arrest a practice

which is doing & vast amonnt of harm
amoog the youth, especially in the
citles and towns all over the land.

An eastern physician baving netlced
the numerous coemments of the press
on the evils of cigarette smoking,
thought he would make a personal {n-
vestigation of the matter. So he pur-
chased a bunch of cigarettes and made
an analysis’of their composition. He
fonnd them worse thans they had beep
described. The tobacco was strongly
Impregoated with oplum and the pa-
per saturated with arsentc. There
was enough of the two poiscns to be
very injonrions to the health of the
smoker,

A8 Lhese vile thiozs are chiefly
smoked by very young men and boys,
the harm done by the clgarette habit
may be conjectured. It Is, time that
some radical legislation, vigeronsly
enforcea, were invoked to arrest this
apreadiog evil. Parents and teachers

3
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caonot be oo active in efforts to con- l Why do men who declare ibere is Bu
vioce the young of the folly ol smoking | place Illke Utah, apd wabpt to see the °

these abomipable thinge. And thelr

:ountry built up snd improved, neu-

endeavors wiil be more efilcacious if | ‘alize their owa efforts by lying to vis-

directed to the imparting of jnferma:
tion than to fault-fnding, threatening
or harshpess. i .

i ~{—————r

THE WOMAN WHO FAILS.

THERE are many fallures in life of

{ with maliclouws Intent by men wnd

tors, fost to gratify a despicahle .
leaire to villify the ‘‘Mormonsi'’ #
Most determived attempts kave been 7
made to prejudice promlocnt persons i
who have recently visited our city, and

wiltal f2lsehoods bave been told them ¥

women who know better and ougbt to *

more moment to the individual wiho be thoreughly ushamed ot themselves.

does mot succeed, and io sociely ln

weneral, than fallures I the commer- |

clul world or io various material pro-

jects. © The Mlpneapolis ANtar, tn a|di®

pPATUErAph OB woIran's fulinres, makes
toe following correct remarks:

*The woman who fails in her busi-
oeRs 18 D0t Lecessarily the woinan who
sluka beneath the toil of the kitchen,
or who pricks’ ber life out with the
needle, or who cannot make botp euds
meet in & dry goods establishment or
at & Millioer's shap. Such s wowmap
fails in male business, not in ber ewn.
Toe woman who makes 2 real fallure,
u f[ailore in her own ousiness. s the
onloved woman, the ungracions wo-
man, the cragping, the selfiah, the re-
pressive, the unsympathlziog, the cen-
sorions, the unirutblal, the woman
who i3 u ceoler of Jlscom!ort,' [
source of anxiety, an object of avoid
ance, jnsteudd of being that gentie,
consoling, conslderate, mother}y mug-
net whicn draws onto jtsell ail numen
want'..una woe, and bliss, and aspira-
tlon.

TIHRYB SIILL BTURH
TRANGERS.

Ter Boston .Jowrnal bas published
some lengthy correspondence from
this city from the pen of a relizious
persen, wbo 1s either very credulons
or very mendacious. Qut of charity
we will assume that he 13 a trifle soft
and of a gulleless pature, too confiding
to doubt what he 13 told, and teo
anxlous for the public zeod to sup-
press what §s given to him as “‘inform-
ation' abont the **Mormous”. He

signs himsg)f "Hox.! But for the
omission of the letter a between o and
x, the now de pline Would be perfectly
appropriute.

Some jdea of the kind of pubalom he
furnishes for the intellectunl people at
the bub, mmay be galped from a sen-
tence or twoout of » weary waste of
words Jn which he atates he hopes to
communicate *‘something worth knew-
ing." He 8ays:

% L

“Mormonlem is deomed and 18 dis-
integrating under present 1nfluences
und those which ure ol present fedared;
and It 18 8111l 2 great power llke & bou
censtrictor.”  “When .a stranger
fresh from the moral atmesphere of
the east begins to breathe the fetid
maral air of this Territory ete. **That
well-proved vile man Joseph Smith."
'The old cobab.' *To live among
scenes like these sud dally bear ol
such thingsand {nfinitely worse ones,
fora few weeks, makes one feel like
getting out of this reglon for fear
Sodom 18 being repeated and tire and
brimstoue will soouw fail on the wicked
place.”

The plous man goes on to tell some
of the old stories of assasslnation and
terrorism more than s -quarter of a
centnry old, and then describes the
missionary work of the varlous denom-
inations and the chnrches and schools
they have established here, with the
necessity and demand for mere money
from Christian friends and societics in
the East, And the Boston Jouraal
printe, in solid type, of stnff Ilke this,
what would occupy a couple of col-
nmns or more in an ordinary sized
uewspaper.

It the wrlter had only reflected a
moment perbaps be wonld have been
led té wonder why the veople who
crammed Rim with the "'things worth
knowing'' which he retailed to cul-
tored Hoston, bave remajned gso long
in thls **fetid moral atmosphere’ and
seem to like it so well that they have
oot only permanently established
themeelves here, bot ere paying money
to advertise tbe attractians of the
Territory, and induce other peaple to
leave ‘‘the moral atmosphere of the
Eagt"” and breathe the air which is
sugzestive of Sodom,

8 it posaible that there {s in any
apot on this broad Jand a more ‘‘fetid
moral atmosphere'’ than can be found
in Boston, Massgchugetts? Can there
be wider extremes of virtue and vice,
of riches and poverty, of culture and
ignerance,of temperance and drunken-
ness, of peace advocates and slugging
desperadoes, of temples of learning
and piety and mansions and hevels da-
voted to vileness and corruption, than
exist side by side in the clty that
""Hox"' hails from? If so we hope
‘never to be compelled to breathe ilt).s
‘‘moral almosphere.”

It 1 strange that a man with eyes
and a coseand a brain, coming here
from & place containing some of the
vary worst us well as the best elements
of modern society, cannot se¢e and
amell and semse the superlor moral

urity of a city cemparatively

ee from the damning 8in, the
dreadful  destitution, the deep
depravity, the black demoraliza-
tlon ot the foul parta of Boston
but permits his imaginaition to be s
wrought upon that he can scarcely
breathe and is afraid of some impend-
ing doom. Or i3 it nothing but Purl-

itan cant and Pecksnjfian ‘hypocrlay?

Thls dragzing out of retirement of
old fusty fables snd musty romances -

¢ startle toirists and pander Lo & 8al.

weious or maeyvel-seeking appetite, is

¥ruceful to those whe engage in tt
Lud Ipjuriouns to the Territory. Every-
sody who i8 really desirlous of “u .
penceful solution of local disagree-.
ments aod of enhanciog the material
interests of this citv, wiil froawn dowuid
the practice of stuilling travelers with
Muncheusen stories, and detaming the-
people who laid & solld fonndation lur,
the great commonweulth that is 1o bed
reared ia these yountalns.

As for the Isnstooian ‘‘Hox," he wis
evidently prepared to he hoaxed apd?
waa glad to jmbibe something startllng
wherewlth- to regale his Bostou.
friends. Butit is sorprising that thes
Fournal would print such a long string=
ol slule and stupld storles and platl-
tudes, jast because they had an anti-;
“Meormon'' flaver and were reportedy
by & porported representative of east.:
ern relicton aud edacation. But there
are 8 good many people who seamliogl
like to be hoaxed, upd perhaps the®
Jouraal had wu eye to that class, In.
pubiisking Lhe feebie utterances snd
vala repetitious ol the gublibte "Hms."}i

TARIFF REDUCTION.

Tik following briet article from the’,

zmocratic column ef the QOwmahs?
World, hits a very heavy blow at Lhe@
hypocrisy of some of the advocates olg
protection — the maln issue o thek
present political stroggle. It shonldg
be boroe in mind that opposition tes
the theory aud srguments of the pro-

tec sts I8 uot necesgarily an €8
pondal of the doctrine of free trade.
Tue Worldt

Thoe Demociatic policy is tatiff redoe-
tion not tariff destruction.
BAYE: .

“The Milia bill proposed 10 reduce
the duty on pig iron from $6.32 to 3
per ton. And what did the Pennayivi-
ma iron musters do? They memotial-
ized Congress, deciering that a reduc-“
tion of 72 cents lo the price of pl;
iron would comps] them to put out the
tires In their blest furnsces and go out.
of business. R

That was only a tew weeks ago, aud ;
what have they doue now?

Under struss of cempetition from

g iron makers ia Georgia and A;u-g
guma the Pennsylvania robbers bdve
reduced the price of piz jron fwo dol-
lars per .ton, and are rouping full -
blast.

There s a fsair sample of the decep-
tion end frand pructiced by the pro-
tected ludustries of Pennsylvania.’

—

CURIOUS COMPANIONS.

ACCOMPANYING missionery eforts jo”
the dark and benighled regions of the®
earth, is an fofluence which decs vastly
more barm to the heathen sought to
be converted than all the good the:
preachers can accomplish. lpn thel
ianguage of the Utab Methodlst Con- §
{erence report ou another matter, it is®
*a wave of outslde civilization," aod
seems 1o be “moved by &n irresistible
impulse’” to roll over every part of the
globe opened up to *Christlap”y
evangelisin  and **Christlaog” com- -
merce.

1t 15 the trade in articles that
debuuch  the Dodfv aud  debare
the soul. In Afrlca, the Ium
traffic i a corse that blasw
the  land. In (China, oplum |
in  forced upoh the  peoplt "
wherever *Christian’’ misgionarjes can
introduce their tenets. Not thgt the
greuchers are responsidle fer tbe’ trafs
c. They gre opposed to it in theor,
and mauoy of them are energetic against
itin practice. Butthe two influecces
seem to go together, and the preacher
and the rom grader appearto bein- .
evitable companions, or the former |8 :
the forerunner of the latter.

Rev. W. Allan, a forelgn missionsry,
5a¥s on this subject: 3 '

“In Africa we have to contend
against tne devil's missionary agency.
The liquor trafflc is increasing, and i
i3 a gigantic evil—greater, even, thao
the slave trade—debasing the people
iad ruining legitimate commerce. s
Aest Alrlca it has deepencd the de-

B
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zradation of the negro in-
gtead of eclvillziog ., bim. Over
zallons of spinits

180,

hed béen Imported last year lu the
district of Sierra Leone, and in Largos
it was far iarger, while nll the land was
strewn with demijohns. The Niger
Company imported 220,008 gallocs
during the last two years, and GO0
cases of gin and (00,000 galfons of rum
were landed by the Calibou, In which
Isalled from Liverpool. The selling
price is less than 2 penny a gatlom,
and the gic sold at threepence a bottte,
The liguor so sold was of the most
execrable character.”

This is a terrible state of affalrs and
i8 a crylog reproech npon the *Chrls-

P

tian clvilizatlon' whlch not onlf per-
mits but fosters and fattens oe it,



