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editorials
A momentousMOMENTOUSTOUS QUESTION

A boston clergyman has
been stirring up hisbis hearers on their
duties as members of the body politic
his remarks in a recent discourse were
so80 timely and so applicable to citizens
of0 the united states everyeverywhere that
we clip a or two torfor the
benefit of our readers he said

1 I will invite your attention to whatI1 consider a great source of peril
tart Is the growing disposition on the
part of many persons to neglect the
privileges and powers the duties I1
may say of citizenship I1 mean those
duties which pertain to personal par-
ticipation in national politics be-
cause every citizen is a actor in the
government responsibility torfor the
character and destiny of the govern-
ment focavocalizesfocalizeslizes itself upon each indi-
vidual citizenship lain america in-
volves the right to vote that right
to vote resolves itself on a moments
thought into an obligation to voteone vote in a million may determine a
vital change in the policy of a nationand whether it doesdoers or not you are
morally responsible for that vote as
truly as you are for any act of0 your
life

it is time that men men of
culture and character more generally
aroused themselves to a clear sense of
their responsibilities men plead that
they are too busybasy to go to caucuses
committee meetings and conventionstoo busy even to go to the popolls those
whom the insane lust ofef gold has made
faithless to the duties they owe their
country are gauttheirof the double crime
of promoting their own ruin and
bringing back disaster upon their fel
low menmeu

bifit politics have become corrupt itif
tthelie force of the individual voter is lost
in theth power0 of a machine itif elections
are iuinpddangerauger of becoming a farce itif
the halls of congress are the resort of
political axe grinders and bullies
whose fault is it what is the reason
it our politicstwharee become an augean
stable then tw honest true men of
the country the christian men must
become the hercules who shall cleacleanseuse
away the filth encumbering and defiling
our politicalgolipolitical institutions and meth-
ods

meth-
ode

we need a revival of political
morality it must come through the
energetic action of individual men who
have the trtriumph of justice at heart and
through the tearlessfearless and persistent ad-vocacy of pure principles by an incor-
ruptibleruptible presspressiapressItit must come throughthe
clear resolute continuous utterances
odtheof the christian moralities in theirr re-
lation to political life by a consecrated
and unfettered pulpit the problem
of our national prosperity and security
tois a moral problem almighty god
has an interest in homan government
it that government is contrary to his
will he will crush it nay it will
speedily crushcrash itself for wickedness is
weakness and wrong carries in its
heart ite own undoing ai

with the exception of the idea that
citizenship in america involves the

right to vote the truth of these utter-
ances will commend itself to every
reasonable mind all persons born in
the united states and aliens who be-
come naturalized are citizens women
and children are citizens just as muchas male adults but the right to
vote is not given them there arecertain qualifications prescribed by
law added to the condition of citizen-ship winchwhich must be had before the
citizen obtains the right to vote thesequalifications differ in various parts of
the union and are regulated by local
enactment A man therefore may be
a citizen either native born or natur-
alized without having the legal right
to vote

but that a moral obligation accom-
panies the right to vote is a soundproposition this we have always
maintained if we are responsible andaccountable beings at all wewd willhaveto accountaccornt torfor the asetuse misuse or non-use of every faculty power and privi-
lege and itif almighty god has an in-terest in human government to himmust we account for our setsacts in rela-tion to that government the latter ddayay saints will not dispute
this when they come to reflect upon itand if there is a moral duty to performin regard to national politics does itnot apply with at least as98 much force
to local politics

we have heard of men who havebeen selected by the people to take aprominent part in the political affairs
of this territory complaining that they
have no time and no inclination to en-
gage in them if this is the case how
can it be expected that the rank and
illefile will be active in political dutythe apathy of some of our people on
the voting question is often deplored
can this be wondered at if business
menmealandand members of the peoples com-
mittees take but small interest in po

matters
one of the duties enjoined upon thelatter day saints is that olof support-

ing good andaad wise men torfor public of-fice they are commanded to searchlorfor them diligently and then uphold
them the importance of this inmustbe evident there cancalicaribenobebenono dispute
about it the only trouble is thatpeople become careless and indifferentt
in regard to these thingsthings and if theythink at all about them content themselves with the assurance that it willbe all right without them and goneone
votevate will not be missed anyhow

some go so far as to allow their per

bonal feelings to prevail and it the
men they hadbad thought of torfor office do
not get the nomination they will not
vovote at all this is all wrong and to a
certain extent suicidal principles are
at issue more than men the persons
selected by the people through their
delegates are chosen to represent
principles which are deemed essential
to the well being qtof the community
all who believe in those principles are
interested in their maintenance and
will suffer if they are defeated at the
polls personal preferences should
pale before the magnitude of a cause

an election is about to be heldfield in
this territory there seems to be I1alltI1

econ cern about it and yet it is of
great importance to the interests of
the people we hope they will become
aroused in good time and that the
primaries and conventions will be fully
attended and that the majority will
maintain their supremacy at the
polls every man who has been
selected to act in these mat-
ters should see to it that be is not
negligent and that hisbis influence is
exerted in the right direction and to
the full extent of his powers

the masses of politicians may not
believe in the preachers views quoted
above as to the interest of beltydeity in
human governgovernmentmenti but they are
familiar to our people and are in line
with our faith they have often been
expressed in these columns history
bears witness to their truth thefuture will corroborate the past
events near at hand will add their
ttestimonyI1 with empha-
sissis and itif the nation feels the force
of its own wrongs and the results of
its own weakness will not the same
effects in degree be felt in every
part ofof the country where evils are
tspermittedermit ted to prevail or political duty
Is commonly neglected

RELATING TO THE
As the work of god progresses inia the
future the evidences of the divinity olof
its origin will multiply it Is expected
that in course of time the proofs will
become so patent that many of the
learned and moremere or less conspicuous
people of the world will be led to I1in-
vestigate

n
vesti gate the claims of the church to
a divine origin they will be struck
with the correctness and elevating
character of its principles and em-
brace them but the foundations of
this work have been laid and thus
tarfar it has been perpetuated
by the poor the meek and
the humblebumble of the earth thosechose who
have trusted implicitly in the arm of
sod his strength hasbaa constituted
their power and greatness and has
been sufficient for it Is decreed that
no flesh shall glory in his presence in
connection with his work none shalldball
be able to say I1 have accomplished
this labor

I1 fas anticipated and as has been pre-
dicted many of the great and learned

after the estimation of the world
shall come to the future lihrli hr of zion
and identityidentify themselves with the work
of0 regeneration it will be necessary
for the saints to be prepared
for that special phase of the
church one of the elements of prep-
aration must be that the people of
zion shall not thoughtlessly uketake jaa
course that might possibly injure that
class when they shall with honesthodesh and
humblebumble hearts embrace the truth
the lord is no respecter of persons
the poor and unlearned who are
humblebumble and meek being as acceptable
to him as the rich learned and influen-
tial from a worldly point of view to
treat a person of the latter description
as if he was conferring a supreme favor
upon the lord and the churchch by as-
sociatingsociating himself with it must be a
positive injury to him and is not in
unison with the genius of the gospel
of the lowly jesus

such a course would be liable to
give him an erroneous impression and
work to his detriment it is not ac-
cording to the philosophy of the di-
vine plan it is not in harmony withwiththe grand truth that this liis not the
work of man but of god

As the time approaches when notnet a
few of the learned and influential of
the earth will embrace the gospel it
is the more necessary that the saints
should learn this one class
distinctions are displeasing in
the sight of heaven and that auall men
who engage to serve god in humility
and with honest hearts are evenly en-
titled to the love respect apprecia-
tion and confidence of the faithful
and it is the duty of each to perform
diligently and persistently the particu-
lar portion of the work that belongs to
hisbis cafcallingfing under the guidance of those
who are called and appointed to direct
the affairs of the church seeking to
do not hisbis own will but the will of thelord as plainlyplain set forth in the revela-
tions

TH TROUBLE IN DAKOTA
THE people of dakota are still agitat-
ingengfortor Statfloodlood no one disputes
the rightfulness of their clclaimsainis the
whole country admits thattiethat the great
territory with its large population
abundant resources and plentiful evi-
dences of growth progress and capa-
bility to sustain a state government
ought to be admitted without delay
into the union both political parties
ioin congress areeagree to this

but thithe greatest obstacle to
affe admissiona of dakota toIs the
people who are clamoring for ad-
mission tola may seem something
of a paradox but it is a fact the
citizens of that territory are not
agreed aanamong themselves they can-
not unite as to division one party
wants dakota split loin twaintwala so as to
make two states another wants it to
HOgo into the union as a whole the
former class are chiefly rep
the latter democrats the views of
each party arearc reflected by party re-
presentativespresenta tives in congressressorarlt mayuay be
vice versa the schemes of parpartisanspartiti a in
Concongressgreiss are fostered by of
the respective parties in the territ-ory
uethe advocates of division who seem

to be in the majority held a conven-
tion on the alth dinst and adopted the

resolutions
first to urge upon the people of

dakota the vast importance of making
division and the admission of the two
states of north and south dakota the
controlling issue above hadand beyond
every other issue torfor all representa-
tives and officers in the fall election

second to urge upon them the es
pedal importance of selecting torfor the
legislature honest brave and deter
mined men who will pledge themselves
first to a sweeping of the
abuses which flourish under the pres-
ent territorial administration es-
peciallyallyaljy in its finance department and
second to sternly retake from the
governor all the despotic and unusual
powers which have been bestowed
upon bytheby abe legislative authorities of
the territory

third to pass laws immediately
during the first day of the legislature
convoking two constitutional conven-
tions one for north dakota and one
for south dakota itif deemed expedient
and who will pledge themithemselveselves in
case the results of the coiningcoming presi-
dential election shall be adverse to
dakota and shall place in power men
and parties chuse policy and measures
shall threaten dakota with a perpetual
or indeli site colonial vassalage and to
take such other measures as they law-
fully may for toethe bellel otof the people
of these two states

this division scheme Isia the only
solid obstacle in the way of dakota to
atastatehood it is a republican plan for
the purpose of securing tourfour united
states senators and tausthus maintain-
ing the hold of the party upon
the upper house and of making
political capital out of the demo-
cratic opposition to the plot the
democrats are not willing to aid
in this party scheme of their enemies
and so are of preventing da-
kota from coming into the union
while the tactfact is they are ready to ata-
mit her as a whole at any time after
the presidential election until da
kokanskohaus are agreed among themselves
itisins impossible to say with any cer-
tainty their flourishing territory
will emerge from political bondage
into the liberty of a sovereign state

BROKE THE SPELL

titeTHE spelling bee craze which was
so popular a abw years ago but which
like other fashionable fads soon ran
its course and dropped into innocu-
ous desuetude has accomplished one
good thing at least it was adopted
as a sort of exercise recreation and
tuition all in one at the poughkeepsie
insane asylum and the other day a
woman who hadbad either refused or
been unable to speak for five yearsears
stood in line with the others inin the
class the teacher pronounced a word
for her the same as the others when it
came to her turntarn and to hidbis astonish-
ment and apparently her own she
spelled it out correctly too and broke
the spell upon her speech ever since
she has conversed as freely as other
women which is saying enough on
that head and her recovery to a sound
mind is fully expected the I1 spellingspra Us
school it seems is not without its
uusesa eB

POISONOUS cigarettes
THE evils of cigarette smoking have
been exposed time and time again
perhaps to littlelittie purpose yet there
maymaybebe some young men with sense
enough to eschew a habit which has
been demonstrated beyond question to
be injurious therefore writers foror
the public are encouraged tofo continue
their endeavors to arrest a practice
which is doing a vast amount of harm
among the youth especially in the
cities and towns all over the landan eastern physician having noticed
the numerous comments of the press
on the evils of cigarette smoking
thought he would make a personal in-
vestigationvestigation of the matter so he pur-
chased a bunch of cigarettes and made
an analysisof their composition he
found them worse thenthan they hadbad been
described the tobacco was strongly
impregnated with opium and the pa
per saturated with arsenic there
was enough of the two poisons to be
very injurious to the healhealth of the
smoker

As these vile things are chiefly
smoked by very young men and boys
the harmbarm done by the elcigarettearette habit
may be conjectured itic IsIs time that
some radical legislation vigorously
enforced were invoked to arrest this
spreading evil parents and teachers

cannot be too active in efforts to con-
vince toethe young otof the folly of smoking
these abominable things and their
endeavorsende avora will be more efficacious if
directed to the imparting of informa-
tion than to faultfindingfault finding threatening
or harshnesshaishness

THE WOMAN WHO FAILS

THERE are many fallfailuresurea in lilelife of
more moment to the individual who
does not succeed and to society in
general thaothan failures iniii the commer-
cial world or toin various material pro-
jects the minneapolisminneapolis statstar in a
paragraph on womancomansa failures makes
tietae following correct remarks

the woman who falls in her bust-
ness

busi-
ness Isie not necessarily the woman who
sinks beneath the toll of the kitchen
or who pricks her life out with the
needle or who cannot make botu ends
meet in a dry goods establishment or
at a milliners shop such a woman
falls in male business not in her own
thetae woman who makes a real failure
a failure in her own ousiness laii the
unloved woman the ungracious wo-
man the grasping the selfish the re-
pressive the the cen-
sorioussorious the untruthful the woman
who Isia a center of Isdiscomfortcomfort a8
source of anxiety an object of avoid
ance instead of being that gentle
consoling consiconsideratecorate motherly mag-
net which draws unto itself all numan
want suaana woe and bliss and aspira-
tion

STILL STUFF
t

THE boston journal has published
some lengthy correspondence from
thisibis city from the pen of a religious
person who tois eithereitherveryvery credulous
or very mendacious out of charity
we will assume that he is a trifle soft
and of a guileless anzurenature too confiding
to doubt what he Is told and too
anxious for the public good to sup
press what is given to him as I1 inform-
ation about the mormonscormonsMor mons he
signs hox 11 but for the
omission of the letter a between 0 and
zx the nom de plume would be perfectly
appropriate

some idea of the kind of pabulum hebe
furnishes for the intellectual people at
the hub may be gained from a sen-
tence or two out ofof ita weary waste of
words in which he states hebe hopes to
communicate I1 something worth know-
ing

knew-
ing he says

mormonismMormon lem is doomdoomeded audand isfia ditdi
integrating under present influences
and those which are at present feared
and itisit Is still a great power like a boa
constrictor when a stranger
fresh from the moral atmosphere of
the east begins to breathe the fetid
moral air of this territory etc that
well proved vile man joseph11 smithjosefthe old cobabe 11 to liveive among
scenes like these and dallydaily hearbear oloi
such things and infinitely worse ones
for a few weeks makes one feel like
getting out of this region for fear
sodom is being repeated and fire and
brimstone will soonBOOB tailfail on the wicked
place

the pious man goes on to tell some
of the old stories of assassination and
terrorism more than a quarter of a
century old and then describes the
missionary work of the various denom-
inations and the churches and schools
they have established here with the
necessity and demand for moremare money
from christian friends and societies in
the east and the boston journal
prints in solid type of stuff like this
what would occupy a concouplele of col-
umns or more in an ardfulordinaryary sized
newspaper

it the writer had only reflected a
moment perhaps he would have beenled to wonder why the people who
crammed him with the things worthknowlknowingng it Wwhichhic h he retailed to cul-
turedtured boston have remained so long
in this fetid moral atmosphere ly and
seem to like it so well that they have
not only permanently established
themselves here but are paying money
to advertise the attractions of the
territory and induce other people to
leave tee moral atmosphere of theeast and breathe the air whichchich is
busuggestivecestive olof sodom I1

Isfa it possible that there is in aay
spot onthis broad land a more I1 fetid
moral atmosphere than can be found
in boston massachusetts can there
be wider extremes of virtue and vice
of riches and poverty of culture andignoranceot temperance and drunken-
ness of peace advocates and slugging
desperadoes of temples of learning
and piety and mansions and hovels de-
voted to vilevilenessnegis and corruption than

side by side in the city that
HIMhex hallsbails from itif so we hope

never to be compelled to brebreatheatlie its
moral atmospherealmosphere
it is strange that a man with eyes

and a rosecose and a brain coming here
from a place containing some of the
very worst as well as the best elementsof modernmodem society cannot see and
smell and sesiesense the superior moral

of a city comparatively
free from the damning sin the
dreadful destitution the deep
depravity the black dedemoraliza-
tion

a
of the foul partsar to of boston

butbat permits his ima u tion to be so
wrought upon thattha hhece can scarcely
breathe and tois afraid of some impendimpend-
ing doom or is it nothing but purifurl
itan cant and hypocrisy

why do men who declare there is noBO
place like utah and want to see the
country built up and improved neu
malize their own efforts by lying to vis-
itors lustjust to gratify a despicable
desire to the mormonscormonsMormons
most determined attempts have been
made to prejudice prominent personspersona
who have recently visited our city and
wilful falsehoods have been told them
with malicious intent by men and
women who know better and ought to
be thoroughly ashamed of themselves

this dragging out of retirement otof
old fusty fables and musty romances
to startle tourists and pander to a saleal
accious or marvel seeking appetite isia
disgraceful to those engage toin it
aud injurious to the territory every-
body who is really desdesi ilous otof a
peaceful solution of local disagree-
ments and of enhancing the material
interests of this cita will frown down
the practice of stuffing travelersav elers with
munchausen stories and detaming the
people who laid a solid foundation for
the great commonwealth that is to iebe
reared in these mountains

As for the bostonian roxhox he was
evidently prepared to be hoaxed and
was glad to imbibe something startling
wherewith to regale hisbis boston
friends but it is surprising that the
journal would print such a long string
otof stale and stupid stories and plati-
tudes just because they hadbad an antianil

mormon flavor and were reported
by a purported representative of east-
ern religion and education but there
are a good many people who seem to
like to be hoaxed and perhaps the
journal hadbad an eye to that class iuin

the feeble utterancesarances and
vain repetitions of the gullible hox 11

TARIFF REDUCTION

THE following brief article from the
Remodemocraticcratic column ofef the omaha
world hits a very heavy blow at the
hypocrisy of some of the advocates of
protection the main issue ioin the
present political struggle it should
be borne in mind that opposition tot
the theory and arguments of the pro

is not necessarily an es-
pouse

es-
pousal of the doctrine of free trade
the democratic policy is tariff deducredac-
tion not tariff destruction the world
says

the mills bill proposed to reduce
the duty on pig iron from ta6 72 to fa0
per ton and what did the Penu sylva
niama iron masters do they memorial-
ized COBcongressgress declaring that a reduc-
tion of 72 cents in the price of pixpig
iron would compel them to put out the
tiresfires in their blatblaa furnaces and go out
of business 4

that was only a tewlew weeks ago and
what have they done nowdow

under stress of competition from
pig iron makers in georgia and alsala-
bamaama the pennsylvania robbers have
reduced the price of pippig iron two dol-
lars per ton and are running full
blast

there is a fair sample of the decep-
tion and fraud practiced by the aropro-
tected industries of pennsylvania

CURIOUS companions
accompanying missionary efforts in

the dark and benigbenightedhWA regions of the
earth tois an influence which doesdees vastly
more harm to the heathen sought to

be converterconverteq than all the good the
preachers can accomplish in the
language of the utah methodist con-
ference report on another matter it iss

a wave of outside civilization and
seems to be moved by an irresistible
impulsep uel sell to roll over eveaevery part of theatoglobeb opened up to christian
evangelism and christian com-
merce

it is the trade in articles that
debauch the bodbody and debue
the soul in aricaafrica the rum
traffic is a curse that blasts
the land in china opium
isig forced upon the people
wherever christian missionaries encan
introduce their tenets not that the
preachers are responsible for abe traf-
fic they are opposed to it in theory
and many of them are energetic against
it in practice but the two influences
seem to go together and the preacher
and the rum traderrader appear to be in-
evitable companions or the former Is

the forerunner of the latter
rev W allan a foreign missionary

says onen this subject
in africa we have to contend

against the devils missionary agency
the liquor traffic is increasing and itt
is a gigantic evil greater even than
the slave trade debasing the people
and ruiningmining legitimate comcommercemorce lain
west alricaafrica it has deepened the de-
gradation of the degro in-
stead of civilizing him 0overer

gallons of spirits
had been imported last year in the
district of sierra leone anandbiarin largos
it was far larger while all the land was
strewn with demijohnsdemi johns the niger
company imported gallons
during the last two years and
cases of gin and gallons of rum
were landed bv the cadou lain which
I1 sailed from liverpool thethe selling
price is less than a penny a gallon
and the gin sold at a bottle
the liquor so sold wasiras of the most
execrable character

this is a terrible state of affairs and
is a crying reproach upon the chris-
tian civilization which not only per-
mits but fosters and fattens onOB ftit


