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effect was incredible to those whoho never
saw them and an amazement to those
who did each pillar was six cubit
about io10 feet in diameter and the

width of the cloisters or open workwas
thirty cubitscubias 52 feet

this court was separated from the
court of the women by a terrace called
the hil1 ii feet wide the outer wall of
which was a fence 5 feet high six steps
led up to this court on the east side of
this enclosure was the beautiful gate

next was the court of israel this
was afteel steps highigherher than the court
of women and it was enclosed by a wall
48 feet high the principal entrance to
this court was by the gate Nicano runder
a stately tower the gate is described as
being so heavy that it took twenty men to
open and shut it the court itself was a
narrow piazza and was separated from
the court of the priests by a row of
pillars here the people stood while
their sacrifices were burning on the
altar

the court of the priesthood waswag with-
in that of israel and about 3 feet higher
to it led stestepsPs on Wwhich it isis supposed
the musiciansmusicianJS had their place on certain
occasions tace altar of burnt offofferingering
waswag erect edin this court immediately
before the main entrance to the edifice
it was very large in the time of herod
being over 5565 feet ssquareaare at the base
and feet high partart of it was cut
away at the south earit corner even with
tha boundary liveliae betweenbecweln judah and
benjamin in order that the whole of the
altar might stand in the coufcountryitry of the
fornformeriier tribe I1

the space between the altar and the
temple was considered peculiarly
sacred

we now stand in front of the porporticotica
this WAS a ststructure feet long
high and 38 broad it was ententeredeted by
steps the ascent from the outer court
to this place was grigradualdual and a person
standing in the portico walwas at least 42
feitfeet higher than the one in the first court
the portico had no doors but stood al-
ways open being as josephus remarks
an emblem of heavenheaved from the
portico this temple itself was entered

A further description of the temple is
unnecessary in this place it was divided
similar to chathat of solomon by a double
veilvei of exceedingly costly material Tthis
was rent atai ohp crucifixion of the lord
the beheightaeabt of the buildburdinebu Udineinz was twice
that of the first temple and the outer
walls were white marble presenting the
appearance of pure snow in the brillibrilliantint
rays of the oriental sun and the
roof waz dazzling to the spectators

the aws had a wonderful opportunity
of preserving themselves as a nation and
at the same time this building which
might have been and dedicated
to jehovah had they embraced the
message delivereddelivered to them by the son
of god but they rejected him and
god rejected them in the year 70 A D
the temple was utterly destrodestroyeded by the
roman general titus after a long and

struggle
this was the end of a dispensation

the sun toulou dionos predicted by
our lord matt it was seem
ialy a victory gained by tlethe power of
darkness over the kingdom of light the
palace of jehovah was laid inin ruinsruing andmacehisIs sacred furniture scattered his
reign seemed on eartharth but
before this terrible catastrophe a foun-
dation was already laid in the atoning
work of the son of god for a reign of

righteousness and peace an eternal
kingdom of god

terribleTer ribe were the sufferings of the
jews during the siege of jerusalem by
titus the christians had already fled
to dellaa city beyond jordanordan they were
spared from ththee finfinalal woesboes bebecausecause faheyhey
believed the word of christ and sought
a place of refuge it waswa at the time of
passover the people were gathered
to the number of millions the pro-
visions gave out and the enclosed multi-
tudes suffered starvation people en-
deavoreddeavo red to prolong their existexistenceence on
wild plants or on the leather of their
sandals and even cases of cannibalism
occurred mothers eating their own
children in fulfilmentfulfillment of a prediction by
moses beutdeut 56 577

but notwithstanding these sufferings
thehe people resisted the roman army
josephus himselfbim self says he plead with
them to surrender but in vain the
blind leaders seemed to think that if
they withdrew to the temple the lord
would fight for them but the lord was
not there titus was determined if
possible0 siible to spare the temple but the
fejews 0onene night attackedattack edthethe soldiers
without and these forgettingetting in their
rage even the orders of their gegeneralperal
flung a firebrand through an opening of
the portico and in a moment the cedar
11nedlined walls were in flames titus en-
deavoreddeavoleavoredred to extinguishextin the fire but
without success thethe demon of de-
structionst raged among the solders and
they set fire to everything combustible
within their reach now followed wholeswhole
sale slaughtering of the unfortunate
people blood flowed down the temptemple
steps like water and the infernal
tumult of the battle the cry went up
aaa the glory of god is de-
parted

the holy of holies was the last part
of the building that was sacrificed to the
flames the whole summit of the hill
blazed like a volcanoano and the neighbor-
ing hills were lighted air with the awful
illumination while men women and
children to the number of many thou-
sands were slain i the city and temple
were razed to its foundations and the
very poundground finally plowed like a field

this was the end of the temple of
herod it was built by a man whose
hands were dipped in blood its fall was
accompanied by carnage probably un-
paralleled in history

in the second century after christchrisi
emperor julian the apostate conceived
the idea of proving that our lord was
not a true prophet by encouraging the
jews to rebuild the temple but his
death prevented him from carrying this
idea out and for a long time after-
wards the jews were not even allowed
to approach jerusalem on the penalty of
death

haram esh sherer
this is the name by which the temple

ground is at present known amongamonnof the
orientalsorientrientals it is in the possespossessions 1 on of the
turkish government numernumerous0us build-
ings are found on the ancient site the
chief is the beautiful mosque of omar
el aksa is a smaller sa prob-
ably first ererected by justinian as a
christian chchurchach but ylaterater changed into
a mohammedan mosque by the khalif
omar outside the temple ground on
thet southwestsout hwe fornerisis the place of
lamentation odthe jews herebere are yet
Sseen some of the immensee blocksblocki which

I1 once were in the walls of the

temple on the east side is the golden
gate from the roof of which a most
imposing view is obtained over the
valley of and the mount of
olives the edans consider
the temple site one of their most sacred
places

temples in this age
from the time of the destruction otof

the temple of herod and to the present
century there atre no temples on earth
except those which were built on this
continent and of which we have but
little information the first christians
were not temple builders they never T

gathered as one people we have seen
that the temple was to the jewish nation
the palpalacece of their invisible divine
king tutbut when the nation was scat-
tered there was noneenno need of a palace
hence the christians who formed no
nation did not build tentemplesples I1

the magnificent religious buildings
thaymerethat weremere reared in latter centuries and
which now adorn the great christian
strongholdsstrong holds are not temples not even
imitations of them they are thethesposuchi
censors 0off the jewish synagogues and
neang more with the temple of herock
the history of the sacred edifices is inter
erupted for more than seventeen hundred
years

the ancient prophets dedeclareclaie in no
uncertain language that the last didespenS

lations should agaagaini be characterized by
the rearing of templestemples it is a mist
to susupposepose taithatat these structures were
reared in the mosaic dispensation anly
in connection with thithe ceremonial lawlawoat
sacrifices and that they were no longer
needed when that law was completed in
thesacrifice of christ sacrifices were
offered oioo00 altars and not within the
temple walls but in the court thethai
altars of burnt offering and the temples
were entirely separate buildings the
sacrifice otof christ did not dodd iwayaway with
temples any more than it abolished the
law of eraprayerer or the priesthood

this is clearclear from the fact that ezekiel
in describing the glory of the last dis-
pensationpensa tion cchaptersapters 40 44 gives

I1 tallview of a temple with its ordinances and
the return of the glory of god as in the
days of old it is a temple to be reared
when the land of canaan is finally dis-
tributedtributed according to the plan explained
in chapter av it is therefore stillstief
future but will come to pass asis sure as
ezekielbekiel was a prophet of the living god
john the revelator too in his vision of
the last days the days before the sound-
ing of the seventh angels trumpet whi-chwhich
was the signal of the winding up of the
scenes sees a temple for he is com-
manded to measure the temple of06 god
and those that worship therein rev xi
i which would have been impossible
had there been no temple to measure
this shows conclusively that the temple
era belongs to these last days as well as
to the former dispensations

the tripledempie site in independence
As soon as the church of jesus christ

of latter day saints had been organized
the lord in his revelations commenced
to intimate that a temple would be
erected in a revelation given in derder

cember ia183030 he says 1 I will suddenly
come to my temple and again in
february 18183131 that my covenantcov cirit
people may be gathered in one in that
day henmay

1 shall comecotee to my temple 11

A placeace was poipointed out by god a few
I1

months later or in july the same year
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