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TAXES AND THE COUNTY BOARD.

THE tax question and the powers
of the county court in relation toit
form a subject of interest to every
property owner in this city and
county. [t is discussel more fre-
quently and with greater feeling in
the city th&n in the countlry districts,
because the greater burden by far
falis oo the shoulders of the city
pevple. This is owing to the rnor-
mous values placed upon their real
estate.

Attorneys have been consulted as
to the authority of theCounty Court,
sitting as a Board of Equalization
under the statue. As might
be expected, different lawyers
have different opinions  on
the same point. Some claim
that the Board carr  reduce e
valuation of Lhe Assessor 80 asto
affect the whole agsessment, others
deny thie and say thal while the
Board can equalize individual as-
sessments so as to put the valuations
oo an equal cash hasis, it cannot
lvwer or rafse the whole valuatioun,

The facts are, that the Connty
Court placed the rate of taxation at
two mills on the dollar, and that the
Assersor placed the property hu as-
sessed at a very high valuation,
acting, as he elaims, under the law
which requires it to be put at its
cash value, The resultz are, that o
very much larger sum will accrue
to the county than is needed for pur-
poses of present revenue, and that
the taxpayers-generally feel that
thiey are being necdlessly oppressed,

We have previously discussed the
question of what is a ¢‘cash valua-
tion’’and shown from thestatute that
it does mot mean an inflated price,
caused by a *boom?” or by specula-
tions in real estate that giveit a
temporary inflation, Lut Cthat it
means, as apecifically defined, that
price at which it would he takenby a
ereditor in payment of a just debt.
But it is not of much use to enter
now into a dispute on this point, be-

| The vital question is, what relief
can be afforded to the overburdened
taxpayers of this city? It is argued
by a legal objector to the wholesale
reduction proposed, whose opinion
will be found in another column,
that the fact toat more revenue
will be raised than s peeded,
“does not confer jurisdiction upon
the County Board to inquire into
that matter and lower the entirs
assessment roll to meet that emer-

- | gency.**

We do not supposeany thoughtful
person who has read the revenue
Iaw will coutend that av “‘emergen.
ey’’ confers “jurisdiction’® of any
kind.
jurisdiction the jurlsdiction does
not exist. The law makes the
County Court 2 Board of Equaliza-
tion, with power to “determine all
omplaints made io regard to the
assessed value of any property, and
may chzage and correct any valua-~
tion, either by adding to or deduct-
ing from.”

Toan ordioary miod this lpoks
like ample Jurisdiction over the
entire case. Tt is complained that
the assessment throughout the city
i8 too high; that property has heen
placed at too great a valuation when
compared with former priees anpd
also with property in thls county
outside of the city. Now, if the
Board of Equalization recognizes
the complaiut as valil, and it has
power to *‘determlne a/l complaints
made’? gn this subject, and ean add
to or deduct from, ary valuation,
why ecan the Board not ‘“‘change
and correct’’ all valuations?

We take the position that the
language of the law isample to cover
the whole ground of complaiut.
Not because of the excess of reve-
nue, particularly. That is a side
issue, though it springs from the
main question. Bub because the
valuation is excessive and therefire
may be “changed and corrected.”

But suppose it is graunted, for the
sake of argument, that a wholesale
reduction of the assessment roll
would be beyond the scope of the
powers vested in the Roard of
Equalization  There is another
way to meet this difficulty, and io
equitably determine this complaint.
Let a comparison be made between
the valuations on property within
the city limits and property outside
the cify limits, an:! it wil? be found,
we think, thal the discrepaney is

too great. The differeuce is much
wider than in former years. Then,

cause the assessment hag been made | under the equalizing powers of the

and the tax
served,

notices ,';ia?g been | Board, viewing them even in the

narrow semee of Lhe lega] opi;.uion
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published in another part of this
paper, it etill has authority to
“take from” this excessive valua-
tion and make it more equal with
ouwside assersments, the difference
in values of property withio and
without the ¢ity limits being of-
courge taken into consideration.

We belicve the board cau reduce
tbe entire cily valuations op this
prionciple, and lower such valuations
outside the city as they find to he
excessive,and not exceed by ope iota

if the law does oot eonfer|and

‘the powers conferred upon it by
statute.
And, we would ssk, seeing that

| thisis voly just to the taxpayers,

the excessive revenue in
prospect Is not required, who is
going to fight against this acb
of qualization, either in the
courts or otherwise?  Buppose
lawyers enterlain diverse views
ou the subject. Let them argue, and
cite authorities, and indulge in legal
contentions, more or.less pertineunt
to this peculiar case. But let the
Beoard do justice to the taxpayers,
and there will be no troubleover the
matter that need give its members a
momenl’s un ssiness. '

The people of Salt Iake Clty com-
plain that their property has been
too highly assessed, The Board
seems to have conceded this, by its
contempluation of n general reduc-
tion. Letthere he an equalization,
then, of ¢ity values with values put-
side the eity limits—the relative
aebual difference being considered —
and let the Board ¢“change and cor-
rect the valuatiow’? &8 empoweres
by lJaw, and the result will provi-
eminently satisiactory and work no
evil. If this is right, the Board
should be feariess and ge-ahead!

WHAT IS HE?

IT sEEMS that Bam Small, the
head #nd front of the Methodist
University acheme at Ogden, is a
Isort. of religious ““What-is-it.>? He
is anything dJenominational that
serves his purpose for the time.
The presidency of a Methodist Uni-
versity offers the most profitable op-
pottunity just now, so he figures as
agood Methodist. But, according
to the Atlanta, (Georgia, eorrespon-
dent of the Denver News, he has
oo standing in that church or any
other, and the question is *What is
He??* The News dispatch says:

‘“Sam Smallis in a quandary, He
wants a letter of membership in some

church, bnt his efforts to get any, so
far, have been unavailing. “Although

a preacher of national repulation and
president of a flourishing young in-
slitution of learning in the land of the-



