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anied by great blessings and promises, | this descent held the Aaronic Priest- | Moses from their midst and took with | ready, as you know, a determined ef-
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The Priesthood-—The future glory in store
for all those who receive and magnify the
Priesthood—Without the Priesthood “no
man man see the face of God, even the
Father and live”—Moses and the children
of lsridel.

-

I wiLL read a portion of the 84th Sec-
tion of the Book of Doctrine and Cov-
enants, commencing at the 14th para-

graph:

Which Abraham received the Priesthood
from Melchisedek, who received it through
the lineage of his fathers, even till Noah;

And from XNoah till Enoch, through the
lineage of their fathers;

_-'magfrnm Enochto Abel, who was slamn
by tlie conspiracy of his brother, who re-
ceived the Priesthood by the command-
ments of God, by the hand of his father
Adam, who was the first man—

Which Priesthood contmueth 1n the
church of God in all gemerations, and is
without beginning of days or end of years.

And the Lord confirmed a priesthood also
upon Aaren and his seed, throughout all
their generations—Which priesthood also

continueth and abideth forever with the | with t

Priesthood which isafter the hohest order

of God.

And this greater Priesthood administereth
the gospel and holdeth the key of the mys-
teries of the kingdom even the key of the
knowledge of God;

Therefore, in the ordinances thereof, the
power of godliness is manifest;

And without the ordinances thereof, and
the authority of the Priesthood, the power
of gﬁdu;ean is’ not manifest unto men in
the flesh ; :

For without this no man can see the face
of God, even the Father, and live.

Now this Moses plainly taught to the |

children of Istinel in ;l:; whijlderna?a, fﬂ%
sought diligently to sanctify his people
tht;rmmight behold the face of God; +

But they hardened their hearts and could
not endure his presence, therefore the Lord
in his wrath (for his anger was kindled
against them) swore that they should not
enter into his rest while in the wilderness,
which rest is the fullness of his glory. ‘

Therat-:;irah haH &“ﬁﬁmm dﬂ:l‘.‘ of their
midst, and the es 80;

And the lesser wpriesthood nm;t.mued.
which
ministering of angels and the preparatory

spel ; : :

m‘?hiéh gospel is the gospel of repentance
and of baptism, and the remission of sins,
and the law of carnal commandments,
which the Lord in his wrath, cansed to con-
tinue with the house of Aaron among the
children of Israel until John, whom God
raised up, being filled with the Holy Ghost
from his mother’s womb; _

For he was bap while he was yet in
his childhood, and was ordained by the an-
gel of God at the time he was eight days old
unto this power, to overthrow the kingdom
of the Jews, and to make straight the way
of the Lord before the face of people, to
prepare them for the coming of the Lord,
1n whose hand is given all power.

Anfd again, the offices of elder and bishop
are necessary appendages belonging unto
the High Priesthood.

And again, the offices of teacher and dea-
cON ATe Nnecessary a pem:_la.ges belonging to
the lesser priesthood, which priesthood was

.confirmed upon Aaron and his sons.

Therefore, as I said concerning the sons
of Moses—for the sons of Moses, and also
the sons of Aaron shall offer an acceptable
offering and sacrifice in the house of the
Lord, which house shall be built unto the

rd in this generation, upon the conse-

rated spot as I have appointed;

And the sons of Moses and of Aaron shall
be filled with the glory of the Lord, upon
Mount Zion in the Lord’s honse, whose sons
are ye; and also many whom I have called
and sent forth to build up my church;

For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining
these twoPriesthoods of which I have spoken,
and the magnifying their calling, are sanc-
tified by the Spirit unto the renewing of
sheir bodies;

They become the sons of Moses and of
Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and the
church and kingdom and the elect of God;

And also all they who receive this Priest-
hood receiveth me, saith the Lord;

For he that receiveth my servants re-
ceiveth me;

And he that receiveth me receiveth my
Father; :

And he that receiveth my Father receiveth

my Father’'s hnﬁdum; therefore all that my
Father hath s be given unto him:

And this is according to the oath and cov-
enant which belon to the Priesthood.

Therefore, all those who receive the
Priesthood, receive this eath and covenant
of my Father,which he cannot break,neither
can it be moved ,

But whoso breaketh this covenant, after
he hath received itjand alto er turneth
therefrom, shall not have iveness of
gins in this world.-nor in the world to come.

These words that I have read in your
are found, as I have said, in

section of the Book of Doc-
They contain

h

thé 84
trine and Covenants,
truths that are of great importance to
us as a people, and truths that should
be impressed upomn our minds, and
should not be forgotten by us. For in

. these words which the Lord has given

unto us He has plainly foreshadowed
thedesignthathe in view respecting
this Church which He has raised up in
the last days and this people unto
whom He has given the everlasting
Priesthood. In these words we are
told the future of those who receive
these two Priesthoods and nify the
samie, and the glory that designs
to bestow upon them. He also gives
unto us in plainness the penalty that
will rest down upon those who, after
receiving this covenant, break the
covenant and turn away altogether
therefrom. Therefore to the Latter- |
day-Saints this Gospel and this Priest-

pood come On the one hgnd, accom- |

priesthood holdeth the key of the |

on the other hand, they come accom-

 panied by dreadful penalties, by deg-
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radation and condemnation, greater
than it would be possible for any being
to reach unlesshe had had the oppor-
tunities which the gospel and the
Priesthood bring and afford. On the
one hand we are promised in the plain-
est of all h:F e that those who re-
ceive this Priesthood receive the Lord.

{ For it is said:
“They who receive this Priesthood re- |

ceiveth me, saith the Lord ;

For he that receiveth my servants re-
ceiveth me; : _

And he that receiveth me recziveth my
Father; :

Andhe that receiveth my Father,receiveth
my Father's kingdom ; therefore all that my
Father hath shall bé given unto him ;

And this is amnrding 2: the oath and cov-
enant which belonget the Priesthood.”

Here is tglain.ly pointed out to usasa
people the future glory that God has in
store tor all those who receive and

| magnify the Priesthood, They are to

receive the Father’s Kingdom, and if
they -receive the Father's Kingdom,
they are to receive all that the Father
hath, for all that he hath will be given
unto them. Can you conceive of this?
Can any human being conceive of the
immeasurable extent of the glory here
promised—the immeasurable extent of
exaltation here offered unto all those
who receive the Priesthood of the Son
of and who magnify it? Itis im-
ssible for mortal man to have the
east conception even when his mind
ie enlightened by the Spirit of God—
that is, the least conception compared
he immeasurable extent of the

ﬁinry that is here promised. We can
ve some conception of it, we can
have some foretaste of it when we re-
ceive the Npirit of God, when it rests
down upon us in power; but to con-
ceive of the fulness of this glory is im-
possible for any being in this mortal
condition of existence. When we un-
derstand these words and comprehend
their full import we can understand
how it was that Jesus when He was
upon the earth sought to teach the
eople the great privileges that they
in connection with the Gospel
which he bore unto them. The com-
laint of the Jews about the Son of
was, that he being man made him-

self e?na.l with God. They had the
same 1deas, doubtless, in those days
concerning God and man that the sec-
tarians of the world now have. God
| was & remole being, a being beyvond
their reach, far beyond their ken, and
far beyond communication with them:
therefore, they were ready to kill the
Son of God because He enunciated the
great truth that it was possible for
man to attain unto God and become
like Him. Referring to the words of
the Psalmist where he said: ‘‘Ye are
Gods; and all of you are children of
the Most High,” "he said,“Is it not
written in your law, I said, ye are
| Gods? If He called them Gods, unto
whom the word of God came, and the
Scripture cannot be broken; say ve of
him, whom the Father hath sanctified,
and sent into the world, thou blas-
phemeati because I said, [ am the Son
of God.” But they could not under-
stand the doctrine which God has re-
vealed—the eternal truth that He has
communicated to us in the Gospel.
But God designed when He led Israel
out of Egypt to make of that people a
royal Priesthood—a kingdom of Kin
and Priests. He designed to lead them
forward, under the guidance of the
everln.stfng Priesthood, the Priesthood
after the holy order of the Son of God
—0 lead them forward until they
should behold the face of their God
and see Him for themselves. But they
would not. They hardened their
hearts. They could not endure His
presence. Moses, despite all the pow-
er that God gave him, and the revela-
tions which He poured out upon him
—Moses could not succeed in leading
that le forward. They were a
stiff-necked race; they were a rebel-
lious race: they were an idolatrous
race; they were hard in their hearts;
and they would not have God to be
their King. They wanted a lower order
of affairs; they wanted lower laws,

|laws that were more in accordance

with their fallen and carnal na‘ures.
Therefore according to those revela-
tions which God has given unto us, He
took Moses out of their midst, and the
Holy Priesthood also, and the lesser
Priesthood continued, the Priesthood
of Aaron, a Priesthood that held the
keys of the ministering of angel s and
the preparatory gospel, the gospel of
repentance and baptism for the remis-
sion of sins. He left that with them,
and the law of curnal commandments
which the Lord in His wrath caused
to continue with the house of Aaron
among the children of Israel until
John. They were under this law <ar-
in% this long period. God raised up
John as a forerunner to prepare the
way for the fuluess of the everlasting
Gospel and the restorati~n ot the
Priesthood in its fulness, that Mel-
chisedek Priesthood which Moses held,
and througn which he exercised such
mighty power among the children of
Israel. And it was God’s design—if
the people would have submitted to it,
if thi{lwanld have received the mes-
sm t He sent unto them through
Jo

loved Son—to have restored the King-
dom even to Israel, and to have buit
up the Kingdom in great power and
Zlory upon the earth, But instead of

dek Priesthood, they actually des-
troyed the Son of God, But before
they destroyed Him, they destroyed
the heir of the Priesthiood of Aarop,
John the Baptist, who was a direct de-

secndent of Aarou, and by virtue of

g8 | ets, and that the

and afterwards through His be-‘

receiving the Gospel and the Melchise- | ghey should not enter into His rest,

and exercised the authority and power |
theteof among the Jews. Not content
with rejecting the Son of God, they re-
ch even John, and the Aaronic
riesthood as well as the Melchisedek
Priesthood was taken frcm the midst
of the Jews, and they have remained
without Priesthood from that day un-
%&ha present time, even the Aaronic
esthood haying be:n withdr wn |
from their midst—the aunthority to|
n]flclntemin the ordinances pertaining
thereun
Now, this Priesthood which God has
restored in these last days through
Peter, James and John, is the Priest-
hood that continueth in the Church of
God in all generations. The Church
of God cannot be without it; for with-
out it the power of Godliness is not
made mahifest to men in the flesh. A
people can progi ess to a certain extent
with the Aaronic Priesthood, but there
is a limit to their progress. There are
bounds beyond which they cannov pass.
They cannot attain to the fulness of
the glory of God the Eternal Father
without the preseace of the Melchse-
dek;Piizsthoodforas I haveread inyour
hearing, ‘““This greater Priesth ad-
ministereth the Gospel and holdeth the
key of the mysteries of the Kingdom
even the key of the knowledge of God;
therefore, in the ordinances thereof,”
[that is, in the ordinances of the hlgﬁ-
er or Melchisedek Priesthood] *‘the
wer of Godliness is manifezt.”
his cannot be manifest without that
higher Priesthood, without the power
which accompanies It. *‘*And without
the ordinances thereof,” the revelation
continues, ‘*and the authority of the
Priesthood, the power of godliness is
not manifest unto men in the flesh;for
without this no man can see the face
of God, even the Father, and live.”
Without this Priesthood, without its
ordinances, without its powers, with-
out its gifts, ‘‘no man can see the face
of God, even the Father, and live.,”
Therefore it is essential that, if a peo-
ple should be exalted unto the pres-
erice of God, they should have this
Melchisedek or greater Priesthood
and the ordininces thereof, by the
means of which they are to be pre-
r:.rad, or they shall be prepared to en-
r into the presence of God the Father
and endure His presence.

Now, Moses taught this plainly to the
children of Israel in the wilderness.
He endeavored to imipl'ﬂﬂﬂ upon them
the importance of so living as to retain
this Melchisedek Priesthood in their
midst—to so live as to conform to the
law, or laws, and requirements of this
Melcnisedek Priesthood. Says the
revelation: He ‘‘sought ailigently to
sanctify his engle that they might see
the face of (EOﬂ. ' He wanted them to
behold the face of God. You remem-
ber the expression he gave utterance
to when the Spirit of God rested uﬁoq
the seventy E'ders and they prophe-
sied, There were two offfithem that
were not with the rest, They were in
the camp and not in the tabernacle,yet
they prophesied also. And Joshua,
ealous for the honor of Moses, jealous
ecause Moses was a Prophet of God,
and doubtless afraid that these men
were transcending their authority
asked Moses to forbid them. And
Moses gave utterance to that memor-
able, that glorious exrression: ‘““‘Envi-
est thou for my sake? Would to God
that all the Lord’s mm were proph-

would put His

Spfrlt upon them.’’ There was no
jealousy iz the mind of this man of
God concerning bis brethren having
the spirit of prophecy, it excited no
feeling in his heart to reprove them,or
to check tnem, or to say to them that
they were usurping some authority
that belonged to him; no, there was no
such feeling in his heart; for had he
not sought to lead the genﬁle forward
to enjoy that ri:riﬂlege ad he not
sought diligently to sanctify the peo-
le that they might behold the tace of

od? “Therefore,” said he, ‘“‘would |

to God that all the Lord’s ple were
prophets. Would to God that not only
the seventy Elders had the splrit of
prophecy resting down upon them,but
that every man in the whole hosts ot
Israel had that spirit in its fulness and
in its power resting down upon him.
How easy it would be for me,’’ Moses
could have said, ‘‘to lead this people
if all were prophets! How easy it would
be for me to guide these hosts and to
lead them into the presence of God if
the spirit of prophecy rested down up-
on them throughout all the camps of
Israel.”

But they hardened their heartsand
could not endure the presence of the
Lord. *‘*Go thou, Moses, and speak to
God,” said the children of Israel,
“‘and then tell us what God has to say;
be thou mouthpiece,be thou God to us;
we will be content with this, the face
God is too terrible for us. We desire
not to enter into His presence. We
shall be content to have thee give to us
the word of God.” These were, in
effect, their words, and their actions
corresponded to these words, As Paul
says, ‘‘Which voice (the voice of God)
they that heard entreated that the
word should not be spoken to them
any more; for they could not endure
that which was commanded.” Moses
stood between them and God. The
could not endure the presence of God.
They hardened their hearts against it.

Therefore the Lord in His wrath-—fm'f

His anger was kindled against them
because of their hardness of heart,
because of their rebellion—swore that

that they should not attain unto the
fulness of the glory that He had in
store for them—that is, He swore that
they should not enter into this rest
while in the wllderness; which rest is

the .Rl.l,!lﬁ’ﬂﬂ. of His giory. So He took

|

taus terminated, so far as Israel was
concerned, the reign of the Melchise=-
dek Prlesthuud' among them. Oceas-
jionally Prophets were raised up who
did hold the Melchisedek Priesthood,
ordained by God for special pu €8]
but the Eeuple were under the domin-
ion or the rule of the Aaronic Priest-
hood from that time forward until the
davs of John.

- Now, iy brethren and sisters, it is of
‘the utinost importance that we whe
live in this generation should compre-
hend that which God is doing for and
designs for us. He has preciselv the
same future in store for us that He in-
tended for our fathers in the wilder-
ness. God designs to have us led in
that path which will bring us into His
presence, He designs that this whole

ople calied Latter-day Saints shall

ave tgs

revealed unto them line upon line, pre-
cept upon precept, here a little'and
there & little, until they are brought
into His presence, until every man and
women and child who belong to this
Church shall be able to endure the

means of this Priesthood, this higher
Priesthood, every man will be prepared
to receive the fulness of the celestial
glﬂrg. and this by obedience to law,
not by hardness of heart, not by re-
bellion, not by rejecting the counsel of
God through His servants, not by rak-
ing our own way; for notwithstanding
all that is said by those who oppose us,
and by the entire Gentile world in re-
ard to the Priesthood of the Son of
»od in their opposition to it, these
Latter-day Saints must obey the
Priesth of the Son of and
be led by it in all things, or they
never will enter into the presence
of God our Eternal Father, never
worlds without end. God has pl
this Priesthood in the Church for the
express purpose of leading His people
forward, just as Moses endeavo to
lead the children of Israel forward by
ving unto them His law, by reveal-
ng unto them His will, by instructing
them in the thiangs of r hteousness
and leading them forward until they
should attain unto the fulness of His

glory.

Lg us take these things to heart, Let
us ponder upon them as a people. Let
us purify ourselves with all our might,
mind and strength. Let every man in
bis place and station seek to mu.gnifg
that Priesthood that he may throu
magnifying 1t attain unto thosec glori-
ous blessings and privileges that God
has promised.

trod designs that this geuple called
Latter-day Saints shall be a kingdom
of priests and kings. He intends that
the Melchisedek Priesthood shall pe
held by this people. He intends to
preserve it on the earth, and those who
attain unto this Priesthood and magni-
fy it to the renewing of their ies
and to the receiving of the promises of
God, will receive the blessings that
(God has promised—that is, they will
receive all that God has to bestow, they
will be joint heirs with Jesus and in-
herit with Jesus the glory of the
Father, and there 18 pnothing that the
Father has that He will not give unto
us, for all will be curs, everything we
can conceive of—glory, immortality
and endless lives—if we are faithful to
the maintaining of our integrity and
the keeping of our covenants, and the
doing of the will of God in the flesh.

How important it is, then, brethren
and sisters, that we should all be faith-
ful during this probation; that we
should walk humbly before our God;
that we should ubl%v every law and
submit to emr{ ordinance and apply
everything that is taught to us to our-
selves and embody every principle in
our lives as fast as it is taught to us,
begiuning with faith in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and progressing from that
Erim:lple forward repentance, by

aptism, by the laying on of hands,
and by obeying the other laws and or-
dinances as fast as they are revealed,
until we shall be prepared through obe-
dience to law, and through the redemp-
tion which obedience always brings,
to go back into the presence of
and the Lamb, We have entered upon
an upward career, Let us press for-
ward in that direction, adding faith to
faith, adding knuwledg to knowledge,
adding gift to gift, adding power to
power, until we shall behold the face
of our Father and our God; and that

ranted unto us to behold the face of
esus; it will be granted unto us to
have angels minister to as, and there
is no blessing we shall not attain unto
if we continue faithful to the Gospel
and to the covenants of the Holy
Priesthood that we have received.
That God may help us to be faithful
and lead us forward until we are
brought back into His preeence, is
m;i:grnyerln the name of Jesus. Amen.
e above was delivered in Paris,
Bear Lake Co. Idaho, Sunday after-
noon August 10, 1884,

Attitude of our enemies towards the Latter-
day Saints—Their hatred of the Priess
hood—The blessings received through the
Priesthood.

Every means that it has been possi-
ble to use to prevent the Latter-day
Saints having peace, and to prevent
them eniu ing in ¢ and gladness
their rel gfun and the blessiugs thereof,
have been used by our enemies with
the ntmost care and the utmost deter-
mination from the beginning it may be
said, but especially daring the last 25
vears. If ourenemiescould have their
way those who bear the Priesthood
wonld have no voice in the instruc-

Won, % direoRa 9 e Reopls, Al:

laws of his celestial kingdom |

presence of God and live, until by |

l

will be granted unto us. It will be | This

' lion a

bear the Priesthood and who have been
forward in keeping the commandments
of God, of influence, the intfiuence that
has been justly earned during lone and
faithful service for the beneflt of the
peo;:le and that attends the exercise
of civil and litical power: Our ene-
mies thought that this would be a
0St ex nt way of putting us un~
der ban, and judging by the effect that
it would have by the operations of
such plans among themselves, they
fondly hoped that success would at-
tend their efforts, and that the influ-
ence of the men, whose fault in their
eyes is that they bear the Priesthood,.
would immediately begin to wane and
eventually be broken. This is the dis-
position. of our enemles, who have
placed all who have been most forward,
a8 I have said, in keeping the com-
mandments of Godin a position where
they could not vote, and where they
coyld not hold office, and in this man-
ner making them a prosecribed class.
They supposed that the young men of
the community would rise up and take
possession of the offices, throw aside
the influence of the older and more ex-
perienced Eecrple and inaugurate a new
licy in the midst of the Saints. In
his manner they hoped that they would
redeem,to use theirown phraseology—
Utah, and that a new order of things
would be instituted in the land. This
was a very canuingly devised plan,and
among other people might have been
successful, but among the Saints of
God, so far, it has proved utterly fu-
tile, and in fact has disappointed and
it may be said disgusted the auathors
of the plan themselves. They have felt
disgusted with their own efforts. There
have not been wanting, however,some
few persons who would have liked to
join hands with our enemies in this
lan. Such peérsons would not have
én averse to having the men who
founded this commonwealth, and who
principally hel to make it that
which it is to-day—the admiration of
all unprejudiced people—relegated to
the back Frﬂund, and a younger class.
who would offiliate with our declared
encmies, take possession of the reins
of government in this Territory and
manage affairs, so that they would be
more in accord with the general senti-
ments, as it is' said, of the nation.
This feeling has been confined to very
few, and has not exhibited itself to
any extent.

Notwithstanding every effort which
has been made, I am happy to say that
we to-day are still the free people we
were. The leading men of the ecom-
munity have not lost their influence
among the Latter-day Saints. The
Saints as a body have stood firm in
their determination to be guided by
the counsel which God has had to give,
and it is very delightful to see the feel -
ing that there is among the Latter-day
Saints in ull the settlements that we
visat,to see the union and the love that
prevail, and the disposition to hearken
unto the will of God as itis manifested
by His Holy Spirit from time to time,
through those whom He has chosen
to lead and guide His people. There
will be wanting no end of effort, how-
ever, to accomplish the ends that our
enemies seek for., There is & great ha-
tred among the children of men—and
they do not themselves know the rea-
son why they have this hatred,
but there is'a great and wundying
hatred among the children of men
avainst the Priesthood of the Son
of God, a jealousy of the wer
that Priesthood wields, and in our
Territory they are constantly seeking
by every means within their reach to
weaken the influence of the Priest-
hood, especially among the rising gen-
eration. It has been expressed—and
frequently expressed—that they would
rather see our young men drink, chew
and smoke tobacco, gamble and com-
mit whoredoms, and do everything of
this kind, in preference to aegn“ them
obedient to the counsels of God
thmuﬁh those whom Ie has chosen to
lead the people, They would rather
see this, because, as I have said, they
do not Know the spirit that animates

God | them. They are not conscious that

they are more or less the instruments
of a secret and invisible power that
operates upon them; that there are in-
fluences at work in their minds and
around about them which they
cannot see, but of which they
are the mere tools, so to speak.
wer—the power of darkness—
is invisible to them. They do not un-
derstand this, but they glindly ﬂg?t
against the power ot God, and seek In
every way.to undermine the influeuce
of the Priesthood of the Son of God.
If they could get you to rebel against
the Priesthood they would be suited.
[t would please them immensely if the
Latter-day Saints would rise in rebel-
gainst the God of Israel and

inst the anthority that He has plac-

in His Church.
The struggle that is now going on, 50
far as this class is concerned, is to de-
stroy the influence of the Priesthood.
Our effort is to have the Latter-dav
Saints throughout all these valleys lis-
ten to the counsels of the Priesthood,
to be obedient to the Priesthood. The
issue is a Ela.in one between us and
them. They; say they wish you
to throw off what they call the
yoke of the Priesthood. We say
on the cont it is not a voke, it is
not burdensome,jit is a beneficent rule,
it is & rule that is pregnant with bless-
ings to thg people, and that will bring
great rewards to them if they will be
obedient to it. This is our statement,
and we appeal to the Latter-day Saints
4s witnesses in our behalf to sustain it,
We know, and you know, every Latter-

e

day Saint knows, that God in restonn
the everlasting Gospel aud the eve



