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berning johnson the last time I1 saw
johnson alive was about 11
saturday forenoon he had on then a
coat blouse shirt and I1 think over
allalia also a hat and vesttest

sergeant curran testifiedstifledte I1 was in-
formed of johnsonjohnsonaa death shortly af-
ter he expired and sent for marshal
young and dr meacham the physi-
cian was soon on handband and after an
examination announced that life was
extinct coroner harris was present
and asked if it would bobe necessary to
hold an inquest dr meacham said
he thought not and the bodybod was
shortly afterwards removed ftit was
clothed in a shirt I1 examined the
body and know that the outcut now on
the body was not there at that time I1
could wesee his body from the breast
downward because the shirt was
crumpled up around the upper part of
his bodyay

in reply to questions by mr kenner
curran was positive that there were no
cutscute on the body at that time no cuts
such as now were visible As
to the bruises on the left sideaide
liehe could not say about them
because the shirt covered that
martofpart of the body he knew edwin
bohnsonJobloh the brother of the deceased
but did not know at the time that ed-
win was brother of the deceased

dr BR A hasbrouck testified I1
have examined the body and should
saymy that the incision was made for
hernia the incision extends over the
region generally operated upon for
that complaint I1 do not think there
was any other object in view as the
partspart do not show it

dr benedict testifiedstifledte I1 have ex-
amined the incision it is as described
by dr hasbrouck and is drawn to-
gether by continuous stitches the
incision was certainly made post mor-
tem not ante mortem as indicated by
the character of the stitches for post
mortem purposes the Inciincisionaloyd is an
unusual one and unless a hernia were
known to exist would be extremely un-
necessary and out of place the body was
somewhat bruised aud scratched but
this might have been entirely due to
ordinary circumstances such an in-
cisioneaslon might have been made for
hernia or in searching for the large
artery there

mr kenner do you know who
made that Inciincision

dr benedict no sirair but I1 should
s9siyiy it was make by an unskilled hand
the incision was not necessary
and did not answer mayany useful purpose
my opinion is that death resultedreaul ted from
actual alcoholism the body bears
some marks of external violence in
some form or other some marks
across the back look as if made by
finger hallshails the facial discolodiscolorationrations
are all post mortem the scratches
however are ante mortem and I1 dont
think it would have been possible furfor
the deceased to have inflicted them
there are some marks on the arm which
appear to have been inflicted by blows
6 the parts appeared healthy there
was no evidence of external injury or
of rupture for post mortem purposes
the incision would be unusual and
contrary to scientific principles and
unless rupture were known to exist
would be entirely out of place

the witness was further examined
by mr kenner and the result was that
the doctor adhered to his original state

ments that the cutting was
ano buski lied the bruised

occasioned by violence of some kind
before death caused 1byy blowsblowe that in
all cases death does not from al-
coholismco that abuse would aggravate
a case of alcoholism

edwin johnson brother of the de-
ceased indignantly repudiated the
medical assertion that his brother died
of alcoholism

police officer next testi-
fied at about 1030 friday night offi-
cer Eaeslingerlinger and myself found john
son on commercial street drunk we
arrested him he was pretty drunk
and seemed to be enjoying himself I1
have seen men arrested who were not
as drunk as he was

mr kenner subjected this witness to
a close examination it transpired that
when johnson was arrested he was
merely talking a little loud near to
kelly pagespagers saloon johnson made
no resistance but walked quietly to the
wagon johnson staggered a little

testifiedstifledte to locking johnson in
the drunk house and then giving the
key to night clerk hilton

mr kenner said that hilton must
appear before the jury and explain his
possession of the key

undertaker evans testified mon-
day morning my partner and myself
took the body of johnson from the
slab in our place and put it in a coffou
I1 screwed the cover on I1 then took a
certificate and went to the oilycity hall
and gutgot a burial permit when I1 re-
turned to our office my partner had the
coffin which contained the body in
the wagon I1 drove the wagon to the
city cemetery and gave the body to
the grave diggers

in reply to questions by mrair kenner
evans said I1 do not know who placed
the body on the slab in some cases
I1 examine bodies in this case I1 did
not examine the body but simply took
it to the cemetery I1 was alone going
to the cemetery I1 did not see the cuts
at that time I1 have not seen them at
all

george rawleigh jailer at the city
jail testified on sunday morning at
8 click I1 came to the jail after a
few minutes I1 heard some one calling
but did not understand what was
wanted until mr lyons came and
told me there was a man in the
jail joyous and myself went upstairs
and found that the man was dead he
hadbad on a shirt and socks when the
body was taken downstairs the clothes
were taken down also I1 saw johnson
on saturday night liehe was all right
aukand ate three meals that day

richard williams who was a
prisoner in at the time john-
son died testifiedstifledte when t turned out
last sunday morning I1 saw johnson
lying on the floor with the blankets
we called to him and as he
answer we took hold of himblin and tried
to wake him up failedfalling in thisthia we
concluded that he was dead unitand I1
called to the jailerJaller and told him about
it I1 saw him on saturday nightlight
talking to the prisoners undand liehe ap-
pearedgeared to be all right I1 went to bed
beforefore he did

george brannan another prisoner
testified I1 saw johnson for the first
time on saturday night when lie ap-

i feared to be all right the next
morning we found him lying on the
floordoor dead

there were no cuts or marks on thiux
J

body that I1 saw
a city prisoner testified I1to substantially the same facts az

in reply to mr kenner devine wa t

positive that there were no cuts on urthe
body he helped to lay out the body
on a blanket on the floor and also
ered it with another blanket thethereforewn
he was positive that if cuts eatsexistedted
would have seen them devine helhelp
also to place the body of johnson
the undertakersundertakerPs wagon and was pa
tivefive johnsons clothing was all turn
over to the undertaker

by this time dr meacham had ai
rived though he testified in thi
morning he was not then sworn
coroner explained this bby sayingying alf
doctor was in a hurryburry Wmr ken
asked that the testimony given in jwj
morning be read it was read and atta
doctor made some corrections mraN

rossROBS of the firm of evans rosHOM
uundertakers acted as clerk for the cova
ner mr rossboss found it difficult to readrea
his own writing he did not asaskb
customary in coroners inquestsinquests riraad
the testimony to each witness
the witness left the chatclifairr dr deacbawl
was then sworn and placed in the 41

ness chair 1

dr meacham testified I1 saw thethel41

body at the city jail and satisfied vaymy s

self that the minman was dead Mamarshalrabid
young and coroner harris ware pwprot
ent and we concluded that there waww
no necessity for an inquest as thenthem
was no suspicion of foul play I1 do not
know the cause of death I1 have see
the incision on the body and adzeamM utt- i
able to state what the intention vwas ift 1

making it it might have been made 1

by physicians for information I1 d
not knowknow who made the incision v

mr kenner here suggested that ahrq
inquest be postponed until 2 pm tctop
day he claimed that in order to solve
the mystery it was necessary that maromar

young undertaker romboss nag
clerk hilton and the city cemetery
gravediggersgrave diggers be examined he sald i

that the evidence showed that
richard johnson was all right
on saturday night at nine oclook
at that time he was happy hope
ful talkative and entirely free from
any sign of intoxication or aloar
holism that on sunday morning ahwth
body of johnson WAS found in the jeajah
cold and lifeless that the marshal tbtth
coroner and the doctor were present
and made no examination ot the rafmains though common sense would
suggest that an inquiry and an invest 1

gationaaion would be at once set on footfool
furthermorefurthermore it was positively proved
that johnsonisJohn body had no cuts on it
on sunday morning when it was taken
from the jail

J C boss undertaker last supsua
day mornmorningng at 9 I1 aar- r
rived at my office shortly after oarl
assiassistantstaDt and coroner came with
wagon bringing the body of johnson
I1 assisted to take the box out of ttaft
wagon and take it to the morgue
then my assistant and myself lakilaid the
body on the slab I1 saw the body wwinaked except shirt and socks I1 x

the body to see if there were
bruises or wounds I1 saw nothing ex
capt a searscar on the shiu I1 askasked
the coroner if he intended ewtatt
hold a n inquest on monday
morning mr evans and I1 prepared th
body for burial we took thetae bodbody


