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Nearly Anotuer Untastrophe,

WASHINGTON, 25, — During the
mntines performance to-dey of the
“Two Orphans,” a man in the galle-
ry fell in a fit; somebody ralsed the
cry of “a fight,” which was under-
itood by many to be *‘a fire.”” The
doors were thrown open and a rush
iwiade for them, ‘I'hree or four per-
<ons were injured, but none serious-
ly. The ecause of the disturbance
wid soon ascartalned and the per-
tormance continued to the close.

torreapondence on Lthose Toelegraph

Measages Demanded by the Honse

ol Hepresentaillves.

NEw York, 25,—The following
corespondence has been furnished
by the Western Union Telegraph
Company—

“Executive Office, Western Union
Pelegraph Company,
New York, Dec. U3, 1570,
“Hon. William 1., Morrison, (‘hair-
man, Louisiana.
“hir—Accompanyling this, I send
vou a communication made by me
this day to the Bpeaker of the
Honse of Representatives in respect
to n paper served uponime, and
which requires the rergeant-at-
wrms of the House of Representa
tives (o summon me tofappear be-
fore your committee at New Or-
leans on the 2ith of December.
I Jdo not suppose it is thought that
I possess any personal knowledge
concerning any of the matters to
te investigated by that committee.
| mm but now recovering from na
long, serions illness; my health is
in =uch a state that 1 could not,
without great Inconvenience and
risky, as well as unnecessary ex-
pense Lo Lthe government, make so
long a journey as that to New Or-
leans, 1 trust, therefore, that I may
he relieved from personal attend
unce, and that such a report as you
may think proper to make to the
HBpeaker of the House miay not in-
volve we in contempt for fallure to
nppear personally. [ possess no
Lknowledge in respect to any matter
confided to youn for Investigation,
or in respect of the papers which
vou seel, which would be of any
value Lo you if 1 were there.

“I am, very respectfully,
“igned WILLIAM ORTUN,”

“Pxecutive OfMice, W. U.Tel. Co.,
New York, Dec. 23, 15746,
Hon. Baml J. RandaW, Speaker of
the Houseof Reps., \'}athngtun:
“=ir—On the 19th day of Dee., a
paper, a copy of which is hereto
snnexed, was handed me at Wash-
ington, addressed to John G.
Fhompson, Esq., BSergeant-. at-
Arms, or his special messenger, and
signed by you as BSpeaker, by
which paper sald Thompson or
special messenger was commanded
to produce, at New Orleans, before
the special committee of the House
of Representatives, of which Hon.
Wm. R. Morrison is Charman, all
the telegrams in his possession, or
under bis control, received or sent
Ly Wm. E, CChandler, Zach, Chan-
dler, Don. Cameron, J. M. KEd-
munds, Jas. Casey, Wm. Pitt
Kellogg, L. B. Packard, John F.
(asey, J. R. Pitkin, Hen®" C, Bib-
bell, ;H. O. Warmouth G. W. Car-
ter and Gen. Auger, from and at
New Orleans, ILa, Washington
City, D. C., New York City,N. V.,
since the first day of Beptember
last., BSald paper also appears to re-
rjuire said Thompson to summon
e to appear before said select com-
mitwee at the same time and place,
then aud there to testity, touching
matters of inquiry committed to
#aid committec, assuming that
the smid paper Is erroneously
supposed to contain some com-
mand addressed to me requir-
ing me to froduua before said
committee telegrams of like des-
cripfion in my possession, or under
my conkrol. I beg leave respectfully
to inform you that if any such
messages ever existed, of which I
have no knowledge, I have never
had either pomn;l.'ly or offic
jon of them. That
never bad any contrel over them

except as an agent of the W. U.
Telegraph Co,, thro pud by the
co-operntion of sub mmle agents,
That the W. U, T raph C'o. has,
without any knowledge or partici-
pation on my pam, taken from me
all power and contrel over the
messages now ln possession of the
company. [ beg leave, therefore,
respectfully 1o be excused from
complinnee with the sbove-men-
tivned requirement, it never hav-
ing been, at any time since the

S\ery rr.-r-i-(-ulfully, e TR
(Slgned,) W, GT!'I‘U‘.\',"

Gty and Coully
'}' New York, }' i
dprersonally appeared before bre-
fore e, this 20d day of December,
1=76, Willlam Orton, to me person-
ally known, who, being duly sworn,
deposed that the annexed state-
ment, alldres<ed to Hon., Samuel J.
Itandall, Bpeaker of the House of
epresentatives, is troe, that the
samie 15 made ns and for his return
Lo o cerlain paper purporting to be
1o mubpoena referred to therein.
‘ rnod,) WM. ARNOUX,
Notary Public,
Ciby il County of New York.”
S itesdd Slales seuate Chamber,
Washlngton, D. (., 19, 1871,
o Hon, W, Orton, President of
the Western Unlon Telegraph

Clompany.

“You are hereby required Lo pro-
duce, without delay, before the
comitlies of privileges and elec
tionus of the United States SBenate,
original ecoples of all telegraphic
dispatehes received at or sent from
the tolegraph ollice in Salem and
Portland, state of Oregon, from thoe
Ist uf Nov., 1574, to the 19Lh of Dec.,
1576, nany and all the dispatches
contuining the name J, N, P. I’at-
rick or Ju. 1% Patrick; also Charles
Dintaond, or Charles Dimond; also
Iunyon & C'o.; also Ladd & Bush;
also Pugena (Cassorly: also William
M. Gwyn, or to sald Gwyn or
froo b, and all dispalehes where
the sum of §5 000 i mentioned, and
all dispatehes of o political charace-
ter, by whomsoever sent or receiv-
cd, roferring to the electoral vote
uf  Oregon, the ineligibility of
Walts us  presidential elector or
lo giving the certificate to Cronin
ns presidential elector; also dis-
patches of a political eharncter, by
w homsoever sent or received, with-
iy Lhe perlod named herein.

“(Signed,) 0. P, Morrox,

(hairman of Commiltee of ’rivl-

leges aud Elections,™

Cloxeoutive Oico, W. U. Tel. Co.,
New York, 23rd, 1571,

“Hon, O, 1Y, Morton, Chairman of

the Committes on Privilepes and

Filectinng, Washington.

Clir—-In response Lo your nolice,
dated Washingten, December 19,
1576, whereby 1 am required to pro-
duee, withoul delay, before the
comnmillee on privileges and elec-
tlons of the United States Senate,
the original copies of all the tele.
graphle dispatchea received at or
sent from the telegraph ollices at
Salem and 'ortland, State of Ore-
gon, from the 1st of November,
1576, to the 19th of December, 1876,
any and all dispatches containing
the name of J, N, P. Patrick or Jn.
. Patrick; tlso Charles Diamond
or ("harles Dimond; also Runyon &
(‘0.5 also Ladd & Bush; also Kugene
Casserly; also Wm. M. Gwynn, or
Lo said Gwynn, or from him, and
all the dispatches where the sum of
$5,000 is mentioned, and all the dis-
patches of a politieal eharacter, by
whomsoever sent or received, refer-
ring to the electoral vote of Oregon,
the ineligibility of \Watts as presi-
dential elector, and also the dis-
patches of a political charaeter, by
whomsgoever sont or received, with-
in the period named herein, I beg
leave respectfully to say, that I
have neither possession nor control
of any messages senl by the West-
ern Union Telegraph Co., and am
unable, therefore, to asceriain
whither such dispatches or messages
as you describe have ever existed,
or to comply with the requirement
of =aid nolice,

“Nery rospectfully,
(=igned) WILLIAM ORION."

“City and County | __
of New York. § %

“Personally appeared before me,
this Z5d day of Dee., 1576, William
Orton, to me personally unknown
who belng duly sworn, l!l‘!pﬂﬂe(.{
that the annexed statoment, ad-
dressed o Hon, O, P.Morton, (‘.'lmlr-
manefthe committee on priviteges
and elections, is true, and the same
is made as and for his return to the
notice referred to therein.

AWM. ArNOUX,
Notary Public.”

I'he following resolution was
adopted by the boardjof directors of
the W. U. Telegraph Company, at
a meeting held Deg¢. 224, 1576:

fesolved, That the W. U. Tele-
graph Company regards itsell as
the contideutial agent of such of
the prople ol the United Htates as
may wish Lo employ its agencies
for the transmission of ecommuniea-
tion by telegraph, and are bound te
reslst, by every lawful means, all
publication or examination of its
records,

Hesolved, Tha' excepling such
messages a8 may o decided by Lhe
sender Lo be preserved for a period
not exceeding six months, the
executive committee is hereby di-
rected tol provide in the future for
such speedy destruclion of all writ-
ten messages as the necessary keep-
ing of Lthe avcounts betweea the
respeclive ollices of the company
will allow.

Resdved, That the benrd of di-
rectors hereby approve the action
of the executive committes in re-
moving all the niessages now on
haud from the eontrol or posses-
sion of any of ita ollicers.

Nenrly Another ‘Theatre Calamity
by n False Alarm of Fire,

While the play entitled **Around
the World in Eighty Days,” was
being performed in the Opera
House, Newark, yesterday afters
noou, an alarm of fire was given by
ssme one in the audience. An in-
discriminale rush was at jonce
made by the frightened crowd for
the places of exit. Before the stam-
pede had assumed serious propor-
tions, however, it was discovered
to be a false alarm, and that there
was no ground of apprehension,
Many narrowly escaped being
trampled underfool in the first
force of the rush, but no aceident is
reported. The alarm is thought to |
have been given by nvachievous
boys in the gallery, of whom the
police have failed to find any
trace.

What Senator Morion Thinks,

The 7ridune’s Washington apecial
says the republicans here are not
at all worried by the action of the
Supreme Court of Florida.
ton said, to-day, he underst
that the order of the court for 2
re-canvass of the returns did not
a‘aply to the vote for electors, If it
did, however it would make no
diflerence, for there was only one
day upon which the electors could
meet. They had met uﬁon th;tl
day, performed their duties, and
were now JSunotus offfcio. 'The
only eflect of making the order for a
new Canvass npﬂx)to electors would,

n,

in Morton’s o be to give the
democrats a little more material
for argument. He couldisee in no

WAy an'g“color of legal anthority

3or the Tilden electorsat this Iate
ay.
Cromin and the @regon Elcctoral |
Veolte. .

The World's Washington spec
says Cronin will present the elec-
toral vote of O n to Ferry to-

morrow. His delay in handing in
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