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SALT LAKE STAKE
enoeENCE

ASSEMBLY HALL
salt lake city

januarysjanuaryJanuarys8 1881

the semiannualsemi annual conference of
the salt lake stake of zion conven-
ed at 10 am

there were present on the stand
president joseph PF smith of the
first presidency president wilford
woodruff and elder john henry
smith of the twelve apostles

the presidency of the stake an-
gus M cannon david 0 calder
and joseph E taylor

william W taylor of the first
presidents of seventies

president abram hatch of the
wasatch stake

presidenteittvitt eliasellas morris and coun-
selor edward of the high
priests quorum and others

after the opening services the
roll was called

one patriarch and UG presidents of
seventies were pyopyepresentsent

all the elders quorums of the
stake were represented by presiding
offommmeersofficers excepting the ath fth esthilyllyloth and quorumsQu

thothe first quorum of teachers
and the deacons quorums of the

and herriman wards were
represented

the clerk then read the folfoifollowingowing
reports A statistical report of the
stake for the quarter ending dec
31 1880 showing a total of souls ofor
soy 98 the net increase beingbein 72
there are I1 high priests 16 eilersellerselderseiders
2 priests 4 teachers and 39 dea-
conscondcone quorums in the stake there
are 65 homehomo missionaries

A report showing that there is
back tithing owing in the

several wards of the stake which
had been accumulating since 1854
of which was recommend-
ed for remission bythe bishops of
the stake

it was decided that the bishops of
the several wards be authorized to
remit accordiaaccording to their recommend-
ations the amounts recommendedd
for remission and to cancel the same
on the tithing records of their re
spective wards this action having
been approved bykv the first presi-
dency and presiding bishop of the
church

A report of receipts and disburse-
ments to the jubilee fund was then
read showingslisll owingL that the several
wards of the stake had as per pre-
vious report contributed 5 3
they had received from funds in the
hands of the presidency of the
stake contributed sincebincesI1neence the
formerformen report 1 total receiptreceipts

of which had
beenlieen used in the several wards otof
the stakeslake for the relief of the poor

had not been collected
had been paid into the stake

fund aridardd was still in the
handsolhandhands of the bishops to be used for
the poor in their wards

A general statement was also read
showingbowing8 the receiptsreceipt andsand disburse-
ments of the general stake fund as
follows
received from thetho trustee

in trust on account of
church donation to thothe
several stakes of zion for
thetho benefit of the worthy s
poorfoor sheeasheep valued
alfsat v M 00

sixty cows sold for 1618 M W tamount received from sun
dry wards as per tabulat-
ed statement 00

paid to sundry wards of this
stake as per tabulated
statement cloth 131333

Proviprovisions 35
sundries contributed by this

stake 96 90 i k 47

I119sheepbeep out on shares A W
bills payable 1500isoo15 00
expenses and losses 17 OD00
on hand and subject to

order log 00
credit at johnohn1 C cutlersbutlersCutlers 19197878
credit at general tithing 1

store 75

2149 oo00 2149 00

president A M cannon explained
that all the recommendations for re-
lief aked for above the donations to
the jubilee fund in the wards had
been aid and it had been deemed aad-
visable

d
to let the sheepsheep contributed

byb the church and what there wastgto ssparetareiare from thetile ward donationsI1
be fieldfield asaas a fund for the benefit of
the poor in the salt lake stake of
zion

the reports were received and
adoadoptedtedrethe bishops were requested to
collect the donadonationstiong still unpaid
and disburse the same to their
wardsI1 A report was readrind showing thee
amounts paid for the completion of
the assembly hall in accordance
with a that each
saint would donate the pro
deedspeeds of one days labor the
total amount paid was

of whichchic was pridpaidid ina cashmhft vj f i

I1 k

and in sundries the ard3rd fth
lith

1 east mill
creekcrek granite and southbouth jordan
wards had not responded

president cannon regretted the
small amount collected on this ac-
count and urged the importance
of having the debt of this building
closed off

reports from the 2ndand ath ath
ath lith and lath quorums
were read also from the Y M and
Y ii MI associations and sunday
schools

prest jos EB taylor thentheil read
the petition to the mayorlayor and city
council found elsewhere in this pa-
per 14

it was decided to0 placeblace copcopiescoplesiesles ofot
the pepetitiontiti ionlon inin thehandhandsband of bachofeach of
the bishops ofbf thisitylayity to be circu-
lated for the signature of all of res-
ponsibleponpousiblesibie aagoagee and returned to the
clerk of methe stake at the council
house by tuesday thehe 1 ithlith dinst at
noon

adjourned till 2 pm

2 p m saturday jan 9 1581

after the opening services the
names of several brethren recom-
mendedmended by their bishops to bobe or-
dained Xbeldersiders were presented and
sanctioned by unanimous votesgotes of
the conference

president joseph E taylor then
presentedPresent the general authorities of
the church who were sustained as
at the preceding conference the
authorities of tletiltiee stakestate were prepro
bunted and sustained asat the prpre-
ceding

e
stake conference with the

following exceptions
the names of nathaniel H felt

edward jabez W tayl-
or matthias F cowley henry P
richardriehard and B F cummingsgumming jr
yerewerewere omitted from the home mis-
sionaryary list

ththee following names were sustain-
ed in addition to those previously
sustained john nicholson hugh
watson rodney C bauger and
nelson A empey of salt lawelake
city and john haigh and hyrum
bennion of the north jordan ward

john W taylor was sustained as
thothe first counselor to the heswespresidentident
of the first quorum of elders in
place of matthias F cowley ordain-
ed a seventy

the name of wm leo ball as
second counselor to the bishop of
ahethe second ward was omitted he
having removed from the ward

james 0 watson was sustained
as second counselor to the bishop of
the sixth ward in place of jesse
west who was at the time of the
appointment on a mission

martin lienzilenz was sustainedried as
second counselor to the bishop of
the 1201 ward in place of leonard
G hardy who was at the time ab-
sent on a mission

john formerly first coun-
selor waswag sustained as bishop of the

ward A W davis formerly
second counselor was sustained as
first counselor in place of brother

and alonzo E hyde as
second counselor in place of bro
davis these changes being necessi-
tated by the appointment to the
quorum of the apostles of elder
john henry Smith formerly bishop
of ththee 17 th ward

edward was sussustainedtalked
as second counselor to the bishop of
brighton ward in place of johnr
jonessones who was absent

eldereider Lnjohnjohn nuttall at tres
dent john taylors requestrequest read
some quesquestionsbioni propoundedn ed and the
ananswersaers given in regard to the ob-
servance of the law of tithing

prest john taylor said As there
is considerable mimisunderstandinggunderdunderstanding in
regard to the law of tithingtitliing hebe felt
impressed to makeinake some explana-
tionseionssonon this subject there wereM ere
revelations requiring the saints to
consecrate all their property which
they failed to observe and in an-
swer tootheothothe inquiry of the prophet
joseph smith the lord gave the
revelation on tithing as follows

verily thuythua the lord 1I require allnil
their sural s property to bobe put into the
hands ol01 thetho bishop of0 my church of zion

for the building of mine house and torfor thetho
laying of the foundation of klonvlon and for tho
priesthood and sortor the debts of the presi-
dency of my church

aniand this shall bobe thetho heibeibeginninginning of thothe tith-
ing of my peopleIoopleopie

and after that those who hahavohavehavove thus been
tltithethe shall pay one tenth of all their interest
annually and this shall be a standing law
unto them forever for my holy priesthood

thothe lord
verily I1 say unto youa it shall come to pass

ththatatallallali those who gather unto the land of
zion shall be tithed ctof their surplus properties
and shall observe this law or they shall not
be foundsound worthy to abide among you

and I1 say unto you if my people observe
not this law to keep it holy and by this lalaw
sanctity the land of zion unto meroe that my
sstatutestaatutes and my judgments may babe kept
th that it may be mostmotmo t holy beholdbedolda
veriverily I1 say unto you it shall not be a land of
Vzion0 litounto Yyou0

i and this sshailshallba be an untoonto nilall thetheo
stakessaks of lonzionion eveneverl go amen

president bribrighamalbam young hadbad
adopted the sysystemstem of asking one
tenth of the property of the mewnew
comers in lieu of the surplus spoken
of in the revelation after this thasthagth
izordlord required one tenth of our in-
terest annually this was not a re-
quirementquirement of man but of god and
no man had a right to chanehanchangechangoorgeoror
modify this commandment he did
not care personally whether this
law was observed or not so far as
the means contributed was concern-
ed noror did be think the lordbord did
bbutt it waswa9 gaivenasgigivenvenasas a test to the peo-
ple of god and wawag as much a por-
tion of the law of god as any other
ordinance or requirement of the gos-
pelapelandand did not admit ofmodification
theche priesthoodfriesth dod was not called to
pervert the ways of the lord and
if there were those who sought to
modify this law or teach or justify
others in doing so they must do so
on theirthel rownown responsibilityability he would
not bear it na one had any right
to divert the tithing they owed for
any other purpose or object but
were required to abide the law and
then whatever they did in additionaddition
to this was a freewillfree will
they were at liberty to give or with-
hold according to their discretion or
circumstances he did not consider
it consistent for persons to be recom-
mended for the blessings of the
lords house which many holy and
righteous men who lived formerly
did not enjoy unless they observed
this law as the lord expressly de-
clared such persons should not be
foundround worthy to dwell among us
rather let men repent and make
restitution as far as they were able
it might be said that men would go
to the justices of the peace to get
married according to the law of the
land this was their own atairaffair and
no one could blameblamo a justice of the
peace for performing this ceremony
as an officer of the law but the
friesthpriesthood should not take the re-
sponsibility 9off becoming partakerspar takers of
other mens sins

adjourned to meet at 10 am on
sunday january 9gissi1881

the hoirchoir sang an anthem
benediction by elder thomas C

callister

SECOND DAY
sunday january fth 1881 io am

meeting called to order by coun
belond 0 O calder
merhethe choir sang the hymn ccsoftly

beams the sacred dawning 21

prayer was offered by elder lorin
farr

the choir fangcang the hymn arise
0 glorious zion

president john taylor was the
first speaker in relation to the sub-
ject of tithing upon which he spoke
yesterday liehe wished to say a few
additional things he againZ read on
the page new edition of the
doctrine and covenants forcoror section
ilg oldoid edition the answer of the
lord to joseph the prophet respect-
inging tilthee matter of tithing he said
an opinion was held by some that
the payment of tithing was some-
thing to be decided entirely by the
individual himself many considered
it of little importance and thought it
had little to do with their good
standing in the church he spoke
of the diversities of opinion existexisting1I
among the people and among bish-
opsps and presidents of stakes regard-
ing gand the manner in which
and the amount which should be ren-
dered the church described the or-
der of the priesthood the various
duties pertaining to and required of
each office and reminded his hear-
ers that this system so comcompletepiete
and harmonious in all its parts and
so different to anythinganything existing any-
where else was revealed from god
for the benefit of his earthly child-
ren said that many had a great
deal to sayaay about free will and liber-
ty and that theethese were good anandd
true principles for all memenn should
have the privilege of doing without
coercioncoercionI1 anything they chose to do
which would not interfere with thetile
rights of otherothers some say

you latter day saints are
serfs under an sort of domination
whai compels you to do its will
whetwhetherlierller it be your own or 11notpi if
any of you think you are inin this
situation I1 freely absolve you from
it todayto day the speaker further
showed that nno latter day saint is
forced to do anything by thechurchchurell
of which he is a member it is his
own choice to do right or do wrong
and assureassuredlyalsilsaf a man may believebellev6
and think as hee pleases A persons
faith cannot be taken from him his
life may beba but his faith will still
exist and lieho will take it with him
to another world our faith is that
gidhas revealed certain laws from
heaven and commanded us to 0obeybey
and teach others to obey them

what for to eestablish his kingdom
to root out wickedness and redeeredeem
the human race from their fallenfailen
condition he felt to bless all who
were endeavoring to do this in the
name of the lord whether they
were operating at home or abroad
presiding and laboring in zion or
prea-chingpreaching exhorting and instruct-
ing among the nations of the earth
we are the friends of all men the
friends of our government and its
righteous principles and of all other
good governments and principles
and though we are abused and per-
secuted by those for whose welfare
we are working we must still be
their friends and do therillthe will of god
in the interests of humanity our
almsaims and intentions are misinter-
preted our words and actions misre-
presented but we must nobnot despair
we must push on in the good work
in which we are engaged return
good for evil and leave the result
with god to return to the law of
tithing which is one of the laws re-
vealed for the government of the
saintspaints it was given in the year 1838
in Ffarar west in answer to prayer as
a preparatory law to the establish-
mentjentofof the united order which
will eventually prevail among this
people it will be seen by the doc-
trine and covenants that the people
of god in that day were expected to
give all their surplus propropertypearty into
the hands of the bisnobishobishop of the
church and that all who joinedolied the
church were to be tithed of their
surplus means or they should not
be considered worthy to abide with
the saints this law hasbm never
ben annulled it is the word of
god plainly expressed which we
have had 42 years to study upon
and yet todayto day many of us do notalot
know what it means do we want
to know what it means but what
is to be done with those who will
not observe the law of tithing first
each them the law so that they
may understand it and afterward
they will be held personally respon-
sible harsh measures should not
be employed mercy had kindness
first in regard to donations of vari-
ous kinds they were matters outside
of the law there is no law com-
manding these things but there is
a law on tithing thetile speaker gave
illustrations of carrying out this
law and again referred to the ex-
ample given yesterday of a person
asking forforaa recommend to the house
of the lord who did not observe
nor believe in the laws of god but
was willing to make concessions of
will for the purpose of accomplish-
ing certaintainaln selfishselfish ends Sshouldouid
such men be recommended no
and I1 forbid you in the name of the
lord to give such men recommend-
ations no man who does not sin-
cerely lievebelieve the law and does not
bring forth fruits meet for repent-
ance Js not worthy to receive any or-
dinance of ChurchmuchtheChurch much less the
ordinances of the house of god that
are for the purpose of exalting men
to the highest positions in the eter-
nal worlds no man is eligible for
the kingdom of god simply because
he undergoes an ordinance he
must lievebelieve in it or he cannot yield
acceptable obedience thereto the
speaker exhorted all to believe and
observe the law of tithing nnotot for
the sake of man but for
the sake of the word of god who
has said for some good reason yet to
be revealed that it shall be a stand-
inging law to all the people of his
chuichchurch he prayed god to bless all
who did so and lead all in the ways
of life and truth

president A it cannon contin-
ued the subject of tithing alluding
to the prophecy of malachi who
spoke the burdenburderi of theabe lord inin re-
gard to tithing in these words

will a man rob god yetret ye have robbed
me butrut yoto say wherein have we robbed
thee in tithes and offerings

yeyo are cursed with a curse furyetorfor yo have
robbed me evene en thisthia whole nation

bring ye all the tithes into the storstorehouseehousechouse
that there may be meat in mine house and
prove me now herewith saith the LORD of
hosts it I1 will not open 3yousouou the windows of
heavenleavon and pour you out a blessing that
there shall not bobe room enough to receive it

and I1 will rebuke the devourerdovdev for your
sakessake and he shall not destroy thetho fruits of
youyour round neither shall vounyour vinovine cast her
fruit before the time in the field saith ahr
LORDLOUD of hosts

and all nations shall call you blessed fortor
ye shall be a delightsome laudland saith the LORD
of hosts

he referred to the parable of the
savior which likened the kingdom
of god to a vineyard let out to hus-
bandmen to cultivate and after-
wards called upon by the owner of
the soilroll to render up accounts of
their stewardship if we fallfail to do
this god will appear and remove us
out of our place he returned to the
law of tithing spoke of the neces-
sity of its observance alsoaiso touched
upon the subject of the manufac-
ture and traffic of liquor in the midst
of the ailts should such men b

worthy koholdtohoidholdoldoid ththe priesthoodriesthood of
god cursed asheis he who
the cup to his neighbors lips has
been written is notlot this applicable
to the saintssaint todayto day he dwelt
earnestly upon the evils of internIn tempepe
ranceranee deprecated the actions of those
who practice themthem ininI1 any way and
exhorted all to be pure and upright
in their conduct and thereby not
only be able to lay hold upon and
claim the blessings and favors of
god but set good examples to all
the world

the choir sangeang the anthem alvorwor-
ship the lord

adjourned till 2 ppmm benedic-
tion by elder feramorz little

at the appointed hour the after-
noon session commenced

the choir sang the hymn let
we who know the joyful sound
prayer was offered by presiding
bishop edward hunter

the choir sang the hymn
on that dark that solemn night
the sacrament wasiwas dispensed

apostle wilford woodruff was the
first speaker he quoted the words
of paul the apostle woe be unto
me if I1 preach not the gospel and
applied it to himself and his breth-
ren he then spoke of the opening
of the last dispensation and of the
commission received from on high
by thothe elders of this church to
spread the gospel hmongamong the nations
it is no light thing to receive such a
commission for men are responsible
for the trust reposed in them by the
almighty the speaker earnestly
endorsed what had been said by
president taylortalor in the forenoon
meetingC respecting tithing and
quoted from the doctrine and cove-
nantsnan ts the words it is a day for the
tithing of my people etc ref-
erred to the prophecy of john on
patmos of the restoration of the
gospel and showed its literal fulfillfulfil
ment in the setting up orthisof this
church through the prophet joseph
smith and declared that we must
take hold and build up this king-
dom or be tinderunder condcondemnationenination we
have covenanted and been ordained
to do this and we will be held ac-
countable for negligence in the per-
formanceformance of this work the gospel
must be preached coallto allail men and
the saints are those who must
preach it tithing must be paid
by the saints or their names and
the names of their children will not
be written I1inn thethe lawI1aw of the rioliolordrd
The speaker told an anecdote of cy-
rus the great showing how temper-
ate inmoraloralorai and strict iusjus life was in
many things superior to many
who called themselves lat
ter day saints and drew the
contrast between suchil men and
those who professed more and ac-
complishedcomplisihedshed less and warned theinignpsaintss against the various evils
which had crept into their midst
he touched upon various subjects of
importance in the working out of
the gregreatgreabat plan which had unbeen in-
stituted for the redemption of the
world again referred to tithing
aldaidwd that if be did not pay tithing
lie would not preach it he knew
that the presidency of the church
the apostlesA sties the presiding bishop-
ric anioansoand many others paid their tith-
ing and that they did it because
gdgid had commanded it why has
god commanded it not because liehe
needs our substance but because he
will have a tried people there are
many things we are required to do
for we are candidates for celestial
exaltation and the higher our aimsalms
and aspirations the m re arduous
will be our experience in attaining
it it was the prayer of the speaker
igatthat the saints might be able to
overcome all things and obtain an
eternal reward of faithfulness

president joseph F smith next
addressed the meeting he spoke of
the plainness which had character-
ized what had been said during the
conference and commended it as
not only plain but truthful said
his soulsoui delightedeligh ted in plainness he
believed in practicing whatever he
preached this is thetse only way forlor
aaypreacher to get the confidence of
his hearersbearers he also believed that
obedience to the law of god is the
only way to deserve or receive thetiie
blessings of god for allali blessings are
predicated upon law Touchtouchededlupon
the subject of the word of wisdom
how can anyone expect to realize
the blessings connected with this
revelation except by obedience to
if1111 it is the same with tithing and
all other revelations one very im-
portant commandment from god is

thou not commit adultery
in ancient days thetile crime was pun-
ishable with death yet todayto day
thoughthorah this great offense is
the one under which the
earth is groaningnnI1 9 most hearl
lyy and whichwhro s fast ripening


