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THE DESERET WEEKIY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS..

EACH FOR ITSELF.

We cannot believe that 8enator-Proe-
tor’s Dbill making the admission of
Utab to statehood conditional on the
upjon of the Territory with Nevada, is
geing to be rationslly 1egarded—as
some of the eastern papers cail it—as
the only true, logical, and easy solu.
tlon of a “*‘youble problem.”” On the
contrary, all such talk, and every
such proposition, only complicates
whatever problem alreauy exists; 1o the
ordinary cbeerver, the object really
sougbt is the dJefeat of statebooaq,
throngh setling by tbe ears the people
of hoth the commonwealths aflectad,

On toeir part, the people n! Nevada.

are opposed to the idea of uniop;
ibeir  political antonomy  woulu
be gone, and their aepalors aad

representative in Congress, and their
pate official macbinery weuld be out
of employment; for Utash bas many
times Nevads’s population and wealth,
and would paturally domipnste tbe
new slate, On tbe otber hand, Utah
feels perfeotly able to sustain, unsided,
the oignities ard responsibilities of
atatehood for herself, and has no reiish
for the plan of wedding ber to another
—a ceremony whose only benefit anu
gratification would be in supporting
aod keeping alive her decrepit sp: uze,

Meantime all regrets on the one
band that Nevada was inconsiderately
aunilited and that the act was s biun-
der, and a)l deuiais, on the otber hand,
that there was any mistake at all, are
vaio and useless. Asa stale she was
udmitted, and tbere she Is; ano as o
ber rights, it is not in the power of
Congress to npnul or tamper wilh
tbem. Poor WUlab, ax & territory,
may perhaps be kEicked aud
cufled abouv ana made a foot-
buil for political parties, wod all
she can do 18 to repeat, between sobs,
that she wanle stutebood, but nu such
allfat ¢e us this 1bat ie proposed by the
Vermont renator. But with Nevada
the ceie 18 romewhat different. Bhbe
cab consent to apnexation If she de-
sires it; 1f she retuses it, no power can
force it 6o her. Bhe surre: ders noth-
ing, she merely acrepts new demain;
and it isobvious that, hywever desira-
ble this might seern, the consent of ber
peopse must first be had to Iit. In the
light of existing facts, it js 1 ot probe-
ble that this consent will be obtainea,
and we surely hope it will pot. I
Nevuds wlill aceurvingly do us this
kindnese, and reject. the proposal the
great Green Mountain senator pre:
Bumes to make for ue, We sbali be glad
to recogulze lhat she Is not only a (rue
friend, kut that, asthe lovestories in
such ipatances bave it, she also '‘will
be a siater?’ 1o us,

SOLOMON’S MINES.

——

In the bistery of King Solomon it s
related that be built & pavy 1n s Red
Bea port, which was manped by
Fheenicians and sent to Ophir, where

large, qoantities of gold were found
and earcied to the royal treasury.
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Preenielan colony in Spain, probably,
and 1rom this station regular voyages
were made for the purpose of bringing
back golu, silver, ivory, ete.

Much speculation bas been induiged
in as to the part of the wor!d to wbich
these sbipg were sent, The Jewish
chronieler gives no clue whatever to
tbe solution ot the problem. He mere-
ly states that each voyage was coln-
pleted in three years. The opiniona are
muech uvivided, some !lavoring some
part of Airics; others Arabia or even
India,

Lately explorers have discovered
rulua in Africa wbich may throw some
lignt on tbe subject. Mr. Robert
M. W. Swan, who wow is exploring
tbe couniry beiween the Limpouo
river and Matabele land, announces
ine exisiepce of ruins in that region
which he bas no (oubt are ot Semitic!
origin, ‘The bills, he says, are crowned
with the remains of forts and temples.
The builders of these atructures, be
tbioks, were atirasied f{o the place on
account of the presence there of pre-
cicus stopes, and that they carried on
their work under difficulties that
necessitated the erection of fortifica-
tlops, In a tumulus consisting of
wood, asbes, boues and pottery, Mr.
Swan found little images of terra cotin
and many fragments of v2ssels, pome
of which were peculiarin sbape and
guriovaly decorated. A fragment oi ap
1vory bracelet was also found, tbe indi-
cations beiny that the place bad once
een uped for the cremation of the
dead, It ie pot impossible that Mr.
Bwan bas discovered oveof theplsces
from whbich tbe nneient Pt cenicians in
Sol mon’s vessels carried precio s
metuls to the coast nf Proenicia.

The problemu where those ancient
righ mines were situated has praciieal
value guly as 18 solution will serve
to prove the historical accureey of the
Jew sh historian. Jorepbus Dplaces
Opbir in the penisuia of Malacca, but
he bas not, curjously enouygh, many
followsrs in this view.

——

IS IT PLAGIAKISNT

The NrWs bas just recelved a plece
of voewl mueic, **Deal Gently With
the Erring,” trom the publisbing

bouse of F. W. Helmick, New York,
the words of the song being credited to
Mra{, Jutia A. Carney awl tbe music

1o Charles Baker, aud underneath all
Is the usnbouncement “Copyright,
1893 J

‘fhis would seem to indicate

that the musicsl world was favored
with sometbing new, We beg tosay,
however, that the Latter-day Saints
Hymn Book,pubiished in its first addi-
tion 53 years ago, and of which Lbere
have since been twenty editions, con-
taine ou pages 184-5 8 little hymn of
four verses, begloning, *“I'bink (Gently
of the Erring One,”’ and credited in
the index to **Miss Fleteher.”” The
veraes are of four iin=s each, while the
verses in the piece of musjc before us
are of elght lines. But in the latter
we note that with scarcely the change

He |of a word tbe second verse is made up

aleo bullt anotber navy at Tarshis, n|of the first and eecond verses of our

old famillar bymn, and the fourth ig
mwade up of the third and fourth gaga
tbey apperr io our bymn book.

Itis therefore evident tbat either
Mre. Caroey is Miss Fletcher, or thag
the former bas plagiarized at lesst half
ber present verses from tbe maiden
lavy named, and in eitber event that
there is nothing new enough about the
production to entitle it to make evep
part of an eutirety coming under the
distinction of ‘“‘copyrigbted, 1893 »
The music we presume Is entirely
new, it 1s at any rate charming apy
shiould become popular; and tbe words
loze none of tbelr sweet fervor through
ave OCur point i, not to critigize
either on the score of melody orrhyme,
but merely to asgertain If there bag yot
beeu a trifle of deception on the parg
of some one connected with the ptesept
putdication.

S

FORTUNES IN TEA.

P

A vast amount of mouey is spent
anoually 1o tbe United Btates for tea
forusens a beverage. Great Britajg

takes first rank as o beavy tea-drinkfng
pation, bat in Uiab there are & good
many pesple who hold their own evepn
with the tea-loving Briton in the
quantity of the beverage injected inip
Ineir systems, notwithetanding the
injurious eflegts whbich tbe best ag.
thorities indicate us following ita expea.
slve use,

During the past five years the lalang
of Ceylon has come to thelfront ag g
tea-producer.  Formerly coflee was
the great staple proauet of that cogn.
try. But a fungus appeared in yhe
coffee piantations and tbey failed, [
1883 Ceylon had 250,000 acres in coftes
fields; in 1893 sbe had less than 25,000
acres. The fungus which destroyed
the crops has dirappesared, but whijle
ils ravages were being carriedonin the
islana tbe coffee planters in Ameriga
increased their product and oecupied
the fleld. Thus a business Lhat ppee
flourished in Ceyion, and from whigh
vast fortubnes were made, is 06w almost
& thiog of tbe past. During the hard
times of the years o!f coffee failure
many of the planters songhbt pew
bomes in the Uuited Siates and uplge.
w here, .

Ceylon is, however, suited to the

Itivation of ibe tea plant, and a pum.
b of those formerly engaged In rals.
ing coflee turned their attention o
cultivating tes. They succeeded so
well that their example was Boonu fgl-
lowed by others, and in 1893 there
were over 250,000 acres of tea fields in
the isinnd, The crop does remarksably
well, and it s said the quality fs gas
good as that of the plunt anywhere,
The value of the product for the past
¥year is placed at $200,000,000 by the
tme it gets to tbe market.,

Uunder this condition, the tea piagt.
ers have made s great deal of money.
The cbeap cultivation of the.plant en-
ables them to sell its productat a Jow
price and then reap immense profits.
F. W. Mackwood, who s an extensive
tea-grower in Ueylon, was here a few
days ago, and stated that labor in the
fields there costs on an averags bat ten
cents per day. He Ia of opinicn that
if the same wages had to be paid as
prevail in this country for the same
clags of lnbor, the planters would not
be able to compete with the cheap pro-




