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come to the donble town of 8aflord, or
Liayton, or both; whben datiog our let-
tere or glving our postoffice address we
. write Safford, but when speaking o!
our ward orgaulzation we ray Liaytoo,
8til] further west toree miles is Thatch-
er; thence three miles fuither takes us
to Central. Anotber three miles dj:-
tant ls Plma, formerly known as Bmith-
ville; this is about the largest tlown 1o
the valley. Three miles fuither weet
taken us to the string town of Matheos-
ville; nine miles further west Wwe come
to olu Fort Thomas, Jately abandoned
by the military and now being rapldiy
pettied up by citizene. Through the
settlements above mentioned is localed
the maio traveled road through the
valley, including the Gila valley, and
the Globe & Nortbern rajlroad, whoss
terminus is at present at { P1ma. Acroes
_the riveron the north side of the valley
are the towns of Grabam, Brice anu

Curtie; these lowns sre needing
morle pettlers, wand in faot &l
the ceeitlements of this  valley

have & capacity fof more thad double
their present numbers.

Members of the Church in tbis, the
St. Josepb Biake, number sbout
2,200 souls, The voting population of
this couunty pumhbers something over
1,600. Politica bus been Demooratic,
bot the last November election went
stroogly Republican,with » sprinkling
of Populiste.

The demonetization of silver has
thrown & damper on the mining inoter-
estz of the Terrtlory, mouey le scarce
and the ory of bard times aond bigh
taxes 18 beard everywhere, yet im-
provement is stead)ly goicg on, and
many fine, commodious Brick bulldings
are going up in the different settie-
. ments. Notwithstanding the hurd
times there 18 plenty of the pecessaries
of life for both man And beaet, and the
awful ory for bread is not kpown 1u
our land. Proepects never were hetlur
for ap abundant barvest; the ubusual
amount of rain tBrough the winter has
made the farmner’s beart glad. Large
deposite of epow in the mountalus
north mod wast of us also promise to
faromish water for irrigation tbrougb
the heated season of the year.

Since the advent of the railroad in
our valley last summer, which has cut
off nearly all freighting by team, ibve
people have settied down to Bome im-
provement, We ure having consider.
able of tbhe infiueoces of modern ctvii-
jzation that follows railronds and rali-
road building—tbe influx of saloouns
and the element ihat (oliows them, all
of which does nol seein to bave a very
desirable eflect on many of our youog
pecple and some of the older ones uleo.

A fuew days ago we bhad a visit from
our heloveu hrutnran_(imrgu Goddard
and Karl G. Maeser, in the Interest o!
the Bunday echoolr; they crme in the
valley on Friday and left here Mon-
day, and duriog that time they held
nine meetipge, three in the evening
and 6ix in the day time, and in every
§{netapce the meeting bouses seemed to
pe too small te bold the congrege-
tione. Moust excellent Justructions
were glvepn, =nd 1n several places
expressions were taen with the up-
ilfied heud as to whether Lhe peopie
were willing (o abswuin from the use
of ur practice of the ,“sixX articles,’” as
Brotber Gloddard wouid put it; holding
vp bis-hapdr—he woutld coumt from
his fingers—tles, coffee, tobacoo, beer,
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liquor snd round dencing; for thie Iast
artiole he would count ooe finger twice
in order to briog 1o thewixib. In
every instance most of the people made
this prumise,and quite liberally so with
the young, and I have heen pleased to
witness eince then that it has maade a
good lmpression, and many are more
determined than ever before that they
will abide by these instructions.

The young people ol our settlements
bave®heen very liberaily entertained
thip winter; bhut ithere seems to be a
clare 0of the more aged that were par-
tially meglected. Hence the superin-
tendents npd teachers of our Haubbath

school, by consent of our RBishop,
ook it In band to gilve the folks
an entertainment. The patriolic

day, the 22nd of February, was se-
leoted for this oocasion, All that were
over siXly yeare old, and the widows,
tatherless aond cripples were invited,
lrrespective of scot or conditions, olber
that they were good moral
penple. At 2 o’clook in the afrer-
noon all  gatbered at the Layton
ward chorch Bouse; s program was
carried out—munio, eloglog, recita-
tlooe, speeches, etc. At 3 o'cloock a
large tabJe was spread with the boun-
tles and luxurlee of life, and it was er-
joyahie to see our old gray-baired vei-
eraps partake of the repast beartily.

Afier tbe old folke had eateu tili
tbey were filled, those that wele
wuiting on them filled another tahle,
and after they had eaten ail they de-
sired, there was st1ll more lemaining
which was disiributed among the
nelghbore. We believe that good will
come from thus sbowing our respect
for the aged, tenching our children by
example ihis noble principle uf respect-
iapg the aged, for there seemsa to he an
inclination to fulfi] one uf the sayinge
of the oid Prophet Lsatab, that iu
the Jast day the young would bhebhave
tnemeelves proudly against the aged,
and the base against tbe houorahle.
We should forestall this lnclination oo
the part ot the young, if it is poesitle;
bhence obhject lespons and exXsmples o1
properly and agreeably entertaining
our aged veterans would be profitable
lessone to the young, ae well as doing
our duty and paying our respect to the
aged.

A tew cases of the dreaded disesse,
dipntherla,bave muade theirappearance
in our town, though it is eaid to be the
mildest furm; no cases have yet been
fata). (denernlly, the heaith of the
people bas been good; some coughs snd
colde, but very few ueaths.

At present writing, 'fruit blossome
canhbe seen in various pluces through-
out the valley; Jucern and grain fietus
look bright and greer; gardening is
being bueily proeecuteu, snd nature
aeemns to be about remuy to put on ber
spring garmen le.

The first iseue of the GCraham
Guardian will come out pext week, a
new Industiry for Baflord. This wlil be
two weekly papers we havein thile
county.. The NEwS s a welcrme visi-
tor, and it comes quite regulst; we
generally et it the fourth day atwer iL
ABRAHAM PERKINe,

FAREWELL PARTY.

DRrRAPER, March 7, 1895.—A plearing
farewell party was given to Brother
Thomar Siokes, Who leaves tomarrow
evening on & mission to Europe. The
parly was given by tne members of Lhe

Beventy-tbird uorum of Beventy.
About three or four hundred people
assem bled at Rldeocut’s hall and were
entertained about three hours with an
excellent program consisting of music
(rom Prof, Joeepb Orgili’s band, slng-
ing by the ward choir under the direo-
tion of Wm, B. Norris, duets, choruses
and recltatione from the hbest talent of
the ward. Original poems prepared
especiaily for tbe ocoarion were read
by Mre. Qwyther and Jobn W. Smith.
Remarks were made by Brother
Liaurliz Smith, president of the-
guorum, Bishop Wm. C, Allen, Peter
™. Garfl, P. A. Nlelsen, Ben]. Driggs,
of Pleasant @rove, and Jose. M., Smith.
At theclose 0f the lengthy yet interest-
ing program, to Brother Stozea was
presented s puree of sbrut filty dollare,
contributed by membetes of Lhe Wward,
Brother Btokes expreseed with ema-
tion bis thankfuluoess for the honor
sbown him aud the assielance ren-
dered, He consldered it a great privi-
lege and blessjng to be worthy of being
caiied to labhor in auch & worthy cause,
and hoped he might be successiul in
brioging many souls Lo a knowledge.
of the iruth. Brother Btokes leaves.
with thelbest feelings and prayers of bis
prethren and eisters, May & snccessful
journey and a safe retorn bejhis. 8.,
e e

WEST VIRGINIA WOMAN'S TESTIMONY

No doubt you wijl be surprired to
receive a letter from Wes: Virgtnis,
I am glad to say that I bhave nad the
privilege of reading your paper thiw
winter, and enjoyud reading the letters
from the Eluers all over so marLy.
Btates. itehows they are dolog a great
work,” 1L have beard of the Mormons
nll my lite, but was mude L0 belleve
tbat they were wretcbed outlawa, [
bave olten heard persons say whbea
they wanted to pase eome degrading
sentence on some one’s character,
““Why be is worse than a Mormop,’’
I am glad L bave llved to learny to un-
learn what I have learned aminse in
regard to the} Mormouvs, and am
bappy to eny I have met with sevep of
the Mormoop Eldere and buve bhad the
picasure ef entertainivg théem At my.
own bome, and cen troly eay I never
met with nicer gentlemen lo my lite.
Elders Tsylor sod Dougall of Baic
Liake City, bovarded wilh me ‘Lhree
moothe, and their example of plely
during thelr sty wilh me 18
worthy to be lmitated, [ hasd
tbe privilege of reading toeir
boo%e and papers, and conversing with
thein in regard to their religious beller.
I find they are true Bibie Caristiaus
and I endorse thelr Joclrine, I often
wondered why the prophels aud the
laying on of hande were done away
with and we bhad no living evidence
that the Bihle fe true. Whal a delight-
ful thought that it Is just the eame to-
day as It was when Christ wae here on
warib,teaching and bealing allmanner
of direnees,

I sm a member of the Methodist
church, any try to live up bo fits ufe-
| cipline; but [ always fell an achiog

vuid, but [ sm feeliug better now. I
' understapd the Beripture better aud
houe to live nesrer (0 Qod in future, [
bave : trong derires to dwellin the olLy
of the Baints and become a member of
thelr Church. I feel natisfled in my
owpn mind that they sre the chosen
people of God.

WesT VIRGINIA LADY,



