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EDITORIALS.

1 'ﬁuﬂin _article beaded, ‘‘Reduce
ti Taxes,” the Alta Cal ia gives
N cture of the causes which have,
in part at least, contribu to make

timesdull there., We clip the follow-
ing extract from it:

“During the ‘flush’ times, when gold
ruled the hour here, and business was
very active and profitable, the duties on
imported goods in S8an Francisco reach-
ed $1,500,000 ‘per apnum. The war
taxes raised them to $6,378,384, in 1864,
and the total amount paid in SBan Fran-
gisco, in six years, has been $44,405,987
againat only $13,810,000 in six previous
years, This is an exceas of $32,595,000
drawn out of this State and sent ﬁut
for the general expenses of the Federal
Government. At the same time about
$32,000,000 has been paid here in inter-
nal taxes, which has covered the ex-

nses of the government on this coast,
’i‘oi:la $46,405,957 collected for duties in
six years has been absolutely sent away
without money equivalent. That has
been & very heavy burden upon less
than 1,000,000 of persons. It isa very
sufficient and obvious reason for dull
times. As long as the money was re-
quired for the support of the Govern-
ment, even lavishly, no word of com-
plaint was uttered; but now, after six
years of peace, when the Federal Treas-
ury is overflowing with funds, when
$100,000,000 of gold year affer year re-
mains idle and the Treasury is paying
millions to foreigners, who do not want
the money, and before it is due, it is
quite time that some relief was extend-
ed to the tax-payers of this coast. A
modification of the tariff which should
reduce the annual drain of gold from
San Francisco to the New York treas-
ury from $8,000,000 to $4,500,000 would
bea vast relief to the wurking people
here, as well as to the merchants, who
are required to advance the money.
The Assistant Treasury in San Fran-
cisco holds year after year from seven
to ten millions in gold to what possible
purpose? A few weekssince the Treas-
ury emgluyad a specisl car to come
across the continent and carry to New
York $2,500,000 gold, which had been
collected from every consumer of goods,
poor and rich, on this coast in order to
support a false system of finance in
the government. ‘El.:m vernment ex-
penseson thisc ve been graatlgora-
duced, and the infernal revenues, about
$6,000,000 per annum in greenbacks
more than pay the whole amount of ex-
De Those internal taxes haveannu-
all ‘?arauod in weight in the last six
{:tlnmﬁn 'tgsgortiun as gold has declined.
' sg, ,000 internal taxes only cost

;600,000 in gold. This year they cost

/400,000, But those taxes have reim-
bursed the coast in government outlay.
whereas there is no compensation for
the custom taxes. In the present state
‘of trade on this coast it seems to be an
exceeding hardship that $4,000,000 gold
should be unn exacted from

the people to pay European holders of

United States bonds who do not want

themoney. That money is worth more
than six per cent. At the rate capital
accumulates here, in spite of taxation,
twenty years hence the payment of the
whole debt will not be felt, But the
ituin now is enormous. If instead of
PRy off bonds, the regular expenses
of the Government nnlgghsd

been met,

at moderate taxation the California

people would now have $25,000,000 more
than'they have got with which to prose-
cute manufactures. That reduction
. shonld now be made,”’
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THE sENSA™OoNs and novelties of to-
day, no matter how great, wonderful

or extraordinary - they may appear, are:

outdone, east into the shade and com-
pletely eclipsed by those which to-
morrow may bring forth. Many have
heard of or read the account of the voy-
gges from Liverpool to this

Xt
and back, of the tiny craft the y of
Ragusa, with its complement of two

hands and-a bull dog; and the temerity

of the undertaking was regarded as lit-

tle less than madness.
the feat was, & rival to Captaiu Prims
orez for courage, and altogether anead

of him in the eccentric character of his | but remains per
< v *q the | be removed without causiog

undertaking, has appeared before
publie and
croseing from thisside of the Atlantic

to Liverpool on an india rubberraft, The §

name of this daring navigator is Cap-
tain Meik, who is said to be a fine sea~

man, and who in the year 1867 under-
took and successfully accomplished a

feat of a similar nature,
The craft on which the eaptain with

twg men then crossed the ocean was

ing money in the Treasury and |

But daring as | & SCAI

declasred his intentiou of

rHEE DESERE?®?Y

composed of three inflated rubber tubes

N E W S,

encased in heavy duck cylinders, of |ofe
the stron %lﬁuid""mn : to- | eity
gether by vy dmr' ges,
and across these cyl waré |

ed

a series of **'thw or ¢
at each end, and between each cylinder
by means of ropes;

_ these |
swering the double {
ers to keep the cﬂingm

8 an~ | friend, he pointed with his cane to-
stretch- | war u,t.l::‘p‘\ﬁlh. and as soon as he did
and seats | so, he h ,d

istinetly, from the end of
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wiseon the raft were fasten y city ng fro eayil
means of rope-lashings, : n f xﬁwlnw 1o a thﬂ#o:lﬂd gt:»:l,r

of timber, bolted at either e the
thwarts, and answering e,
or for attaching row-locks when they
desired to use oars. These stringer-
ieces were so arranged that they could
unlashed and swung ar in case
they wished to take the raft apart.

At one end of each of the inflated
tubes there was an air hole or nozzle in-
to which air was pumped from a bel-
lews; when inflated the raft measured
twenty-five feet in length and thirteen
| feet in width; on the top they had a
canvas tent pitchea, and they used two
| masts.

On reaching England the extraordin-
ary voyage was the topic of conversa-
tion everywhere among walermen of
every class, and Captain Meik was the
recipient of their attentions and cour-
tesies. His singular craft was also ex-
hibited in the Chrystal Ralace, and the
proceeds of the exhibition, between
four and five hundred pounds, were
handed over to its owner.
tain’s best work on his former €trip,
was 180 miles in twenty-four hours, and
the whole trip was made in six weeks.

He proposes to make his coming trip
in a raft similarin construction to that
used in ’67, It will consist of three
cylinders, 16 inches in diameter. When
in the water it will rueasure 15 feet 1.
| length, and 71 feet in width. He will
have one mast and three sails, a jib'ug
| and gafl’ topsail,

The trip is to commence sometime
during the present month, and the
captain expectsa to run it quicker than
the former one. He will take provis-
jons for sixty for himself and ope
man, that being the full erew.

The utility of such trips as that of the
Ragusa it is difficult to imagine, but it
is different in the case of such rafts as
these used by Captain Meik, as they
promise to lead to some improvement
in the construction of life boats and to
become instrumental in saving life; for
his ftirst trip, it is said, fully demon=-
gtrated the seagoing qualities of the
raft, and numerous experiments made
by naval and merchant officers showed
the facility with which it could be fill-
ed and launched (in from six to eight
minutes), the weight it would sustain
(in one instance fifty-five men, weight
145 pounds each—7,975 pounds altogeth-
er— and with this weight but half the
diameter was submerged); also how
readily a number of people could be
landed on tbe shore through the surf,
none of the passengers getting wet.
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No pain or suffering is more intense
and unendurable than that caused by a
severe burn or a scald, and, as accidents
of this kind not unfrequently happen in
families of children, the knowledge of
an easy and effective method of allevi-
ating the suffering so caused, is almost
invaluable. A correspondent of the
New York Standard sends to that pa-
per, a very simple recipe, the efficacy
of which he says he has seen proved in
very bad burns and scalds. It consi-ts
of an embrocation of lime water and
linseed oil, which can be made D
slacking a
he water is clear, mix it ‘with the oil
until they are of the consistency
cream, when it is ready for application.
The writer says he knew a child who
from her neck to be-

to

was asleep. Subsequently

ing

each time
came off, sl

Aha. er
dry and. harden  after being appli: |,

m ;uFPh.' anda c.a

pain and s
wash and re-dress. 3

Such a simple and efficacious method
of alleviating
ing, and the embrocation should be on

hand in every household,
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A CURIQOUS

The Cap- |

ece of lime, and, ag soon as’
of thick

| y

A DA flay

low her hips by falling backwards into
a tub of boiling water, Her clothing
twas carefully removed, and the above
mixtureapplied, and in five minutes she
her wounds
were carefully washed with warm milk
and water, three times a day, the dress-
of gil and lime water being renewed
. and, though all the skin
e guickly recovered and 1.+t
ined to tell of her accide .t
The remedy does 1 it

. additio: al
uffering when' necessary o

pain is worth remeémber-

- | rather floated

phenomenon was recently
observed, or rather evolved at Niagars

~ He re%gntid the experiment with his
own, and the borrowed canes of several
ers-by, with the same result except
n oneé case, that of & cane without a fer-
rule. He also took a key, and held it to-
wards the Falls, with the same result.
Struck with the simplicity of the ex-
periments, and the. gingular nature of
| the result, and believing that electricity
had something to do with it, he return-
ed to the bridge after dark, and, point-
ing his cane again in the air to-
wards the falls, he heard the same
sound, and had . also the satisfaction of
seeing a clear, beautiful electric krush
on its end.

The explanation farnished by the
{Jhiluaaphar is, that as Franklin drew
ightning from the clouds with a key
attached toa Kkite, s0o may the electri-
city developed by the vapor or mists
arising from the waters of the falls be
| gathered; and he is of the opinion that
suitable arrangements might be made
to eollect enormous quantities of elec-
tricity from these mists, which might
| be used in producing grand and strik-
ing effeots, and thus add another attrac-
tive feature to the sights at the world-
famed falls of Niagara.
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“THE MAN oF DEsTINY” IN COoRK.—We
received, this morning, acopy of the Cork,
Daily Herald, of the 24th ult., which con-
tains a report of a lecture delivered in that
city, by *‘the Man of Destiny,”” —Mr, George
Francis Train, to a crowded andience in the
Theatre Royal, two evenings previous.
1he lecture, in many of its salient points,
is a rekash of those delivered in this city,
beinf epigrammatic, and denunciatory of
nearly everything but “G, ¥,T.”

During its progress he was unanimously
nominated for the next President of Amer-
ica, after which very important incident he
wished all present to write to their friends
in America and request them to vote
for him, and to call on him at the White
th:m after htig:l::tion. ThaW tgld

audience organized the great Pa-
cific railroad, lni'tinkled them considerably
by saying that the Irish, ‘“‘with willing
hearts and ready hands,’’ constructed it.

The Alabama claims, his imprisonment
in Ireland, and the stupidity of the author-
ities in both England and Ireland in reject-
ing street railroads when he tried to intro-
duce them, years Ifo, and their recent in-
troduction, were lengthily and floridly
dilated upon, He announced that Fenian-
ism was a small thing, when one of his au-
ditors replied:

““George you have v mistaken ideas
God help you, (great I%Mr}. '

The Herald says:

“Mr, Train proceeded to detail his efforts
in aid of the Jacmel prisoners and to bur-
lesque the scenes in the court house at Sli-

0.
. A Voice—What the h—]1 were you arrest-
ed for ? (laughter).
Mr, Train—I was arrested for Fenian
es made in America.
A VYoice—Were you not arrested for

debt? (roarsof llu%‘f;ar). |
er Voice—Don’t mind that man,

) he is drunk.
Mr, n—I will answer the gunestion—I

am not afraid. When I left
1862 there was at m _
James M’Henry 000, I owed nothing,
(eheers).

A Voice—All I can tell you is that I am
TBE lad to hear it, (laughter).”
e

in

askin
ca
answer to his request that ﬂ%y
him out, the reply was; *
ou quietly up to
ear younow.’' The hiss
and the excitement increased,
dience left, refusing t6 'hear any more.
The band
land,”’ 2and ‘while doing
duced his gon to the audience, who
the manly little fellow right hearti

him if he killed the bishop.

e

more parfed as good friends.

TaE following description of the latest
addition t.d;_l.h’é British navy is from the

Imdnnzmsm:ph, of the 14th ult.;

present swims the sea Ww
mouth Dockyard, Proud as
and econstructors may Jﬂ!ﬂz_
vastaiion, there can, at leas

credit in the hands of

nformed his andience that he o -
ized the Paris Commune, which led to
several inquiries from them, one pe%il:
great excltement and hisses; and in
would hear
e listened to
resent, but we wont

g was eontinued
until the an-

then played ““‘God save Ire-
80 Mr. Train intro-
eeted
, and
he and his hearers, the Standard says, once

wnched, or
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ence of opinion about her horribly ungain-

ly ap nce. | original Mo wa
mmpnﬂdpaﬂm‘tojch bg’on a board; uu:
latest ironsclad is likes butcher'Stray hold-
ing thrée or four joints. The

Royal ereign and Waterwiteh, which
.| loo nomhﬂglikath‘ w turret ahipcat

a distance, were never comely; yet they aie
positively things of beauty compared with
the Devastation. This huge floating bat.
tery, with her low hull and gun towers,
P no masts, but only two poles for
signalling, fore and aft, and she has the
further peculiarity of a false topside.
Nevertheless it cannot be doubted that, in
the new mounitor, we hayve the most for:mid-
able .sea going machine of war hitherto
invented. Her strength lies in three « hief
points—first her massive armor; nex:, her
mighty ctfensive armament; and, third!yv,
her greal capacity for carrying ocoal and
steaming. As we have intimated she
spreads no canvass at all; the spars that
helped to overtura the Cuptain, and 8l the
incumbrances of single and tripod masts
must have been abolished; the new madel
is stripped of everything in the way of
sticks, except the bit of a clothes-prop
planted forward and aft. She can carryto
sea no less than 1,800 tons of coal, which: will
feed two pairs of engines, driving (win
screws, independent of each other, and,
with full beiler power, the force of this im-
mense conjoint machinery may be seot af
5,600 horses. The Warrior can stow no
more than 800 tons of coal, and the Mo arch
only 600 — two vessels which we take as
showing good speed and fair rates o!f con-
sumption in fuel., With such a store, ac-
cording to the official calculations, the
Warrior could run for seven days and
twenty-three hours, amum&linhing 2,100
knots; and the Monarch, with her supply,
would go for eightdays and eighteen ho urs,
traversing meanwhile 2310 knots, This is
at the rate of eleven knots an hour, at which
speed the Devastation would prc;bablgr be
able to continue for twenty-five whole
days; making a run, if necessary, of 6,000
or 7,000 miles before she had come to the
bottom of her coal-bunkers,

Here, then, lies the chief eharacterisi.c of
the new fighting-ship; she can be no
cruiser, for without fuel she would lie help.
less; but she can rush forth from a harbor,
and, whatever the wind, can make a swifi
journey in any direction, dealing her ire
mendous blows, annihilating with he: nn
or enormous gun the enemy even o, the
high' seas, yet still having fuel enouzh left
to come back to her lair in shore, /I her
engines were disabled, or it bysome chancs
she fell short of coal, she would wallow on
the ocean as utterly impotent as a raft: but
her iron vitals are protected by a system of
armor to which that upon the Warrior and
Achilles and such earlier plated ships, ap-
pears, as it were, mere rd. TE&
mail is not built into the lines of the Devas-
tation; itis,soto s , buckled round her
in an immma ) ¢ of metal and teak,
which, with a depth of nearly ten feet amii-
ships, covers her hull from the main deck
to some distance below the water-line. Al
its thickest portions this belt is com posed
of 14 inches of iron and 18 of wood, while
below the water-mark it lessens off to 10
inches of metal, and toward the stem and
stern to eight inches. The decxz is covered
in with three inches of rolled iron and thick
teak rflnnking; but upon that platform rises
a sort of iron fortress containing the t(wo
turrets, the funnel, steering-box, and al
the large openings to the interior—an oval
breastwork, in fact, which protects the base
of the turrets, and enables the guns to be
fired with the very considerable freebourd
of thirteen and a half feet. This fortresson
a ship carries twelve and ten-inch armor,
and a deck protected by seven feet o
ram over which the vast artillery ¢
the terrible sea-monster would fire, Tha
lrt.illor{[‘will consist of four thirty-five ton
guns, The vessel was built for thirty foo

s, but the bombardiers are as busy day
g;ndny as the iron-mongers, and our mor
ster will therefore mount the new gigantc
weapons, which have been hbelz proved.

It is quite certain that nothing foreign
new atloat would lalg out one shot fron
those colossal pieces; but would she her
self be proof against her own missiles’
The answer is éary—at close quarters she
would most cer y be pierced by such
cannon as she is to carry; for evem the 2-
ton gun at 200 yards very week has
sent a Pallister shell clean through I4:
inches of iron, with a foot of teak E.hmd.
it 'The 33-ton gun would, thereore,
breach such armour, massive though it be,
as that of the new monitor; and thus, al
though actual fighting is, of course, s vory
different thing from pitﬁnf at a stalionary
target, the guns claim still the mechanical
vin%ory. Meantime the same designer who
drew the lines of the Devastation-Mr. E.
J. Reed, late Chief Constructor ofthe Navy
—has leit behind him ‘at the Admiralty
“outline” plans (mot on extrayagant diw-
ensions) 10 casry 20-inch armer both or
Eoldﬂdﬂ'ﬂ_d on turrets, To pierce thal

aqnnnouﬁ!- ‘gourse, will have to ship
the “* Woolwich Infant;”’and 80, W8 su pposé,
the prodigwous, rivalry of caiton and
plates will goon till Neptune, 38 in the sal
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f the Qapiain, condemus again an’

or the stook of

| as we the guns
ed are so mendouns, and the
ard them 80 thick that the de-

to cut away masis and

‘down from all previous
use to that of a -an-
floating gun carriage. N



