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I stand before e this morning that have
had the gospel preached to them from one to 25
years. - |

I am requested to make a few remarks and to
tell yon and my brethren who occupy the stand
some of my feelings. [ have been trying for the
last three months {o disseminate the principles of
reformation among this people, or among that por-
tion &f them where I have been ‘appointed fo la-
bor, and I shall make the same request of you
this morning which I made of the people in the
ward meetings where I teach, viz., to leave that
which is out of doors entirely out of your minds.

We have assembled for the purpose of wor- |

shipping God, or 1 will say that if we have not
come here for that purpose we had betfer leave
the house and give room for those that have come
for that purpose. I do know that no person can
enjoy a full flow of the Spirit of God when his
inind is wandering to the ends of the earth, ngither
can a man speak with that flow of spirit to a con-
gregalion under sueh eircumstances that he could
if their minds were upon the Lord. If we wish
to erjoy a full fruition of the Spirit of the Lord
we must let our minds relax and be free from the
labors of the week, and fo put away from our
minds things that pertain to this world. It is but
once a week that we assemble here for the pur-
pose of worshipping the Lord and certainly we
can afford to devote the time that we are here to
that purpose, to the worship of our God.

I know not what subject I shall speak to you
upon, but I do esteem it a great privilege to have
the opportunty of standing before my brethren
and sisters, and of declaring unto them my feelings
and of telling them what I know about the gospel,
for by so doing they will ascertain whether [ know
and unders'and the same as they doornot. If ]
can know that my words are dictated by the right
spirit, and that they penetrate by the Spirit of the
Lora into the hearts of the people, then [ shall
krow that they are edifying, for all are one that
have the same spirit; they will all know and ae-
quiesce in the sentiments because the spirit that
15 in us agrees; but if I am of the spi
world, and 1 teach unto you the things of the
world, and you have the Spirit of the living God
within you, the things which I speak will not be
edify
whi{e [ stand before you I desire to have your
faith and prayers that I may say something that
will be useful to yon and calculated to enhghten
vour minds, because I feel when preaching the
prineiples of the reformation that I am edifying
myself as much or more than those I speak to,
and I do believe that this is the case with every
man who stands forth to teach the people, if cloth-
ed with the power and authority of heavens then
the Lord will speak through him, and teach him
things that he never thought of before in his life,
[ do know this to be the fact by my own experi-
ehee. g

We have had, for the last three months, a great
deal of preaching, and rertainly a person wonld
nafurally think that we have had enough to live
by while we remain in this probatienary state, and
that if we never heard another word that we had
received sufficient, if we were to be steadfast,
ever diligent, always found laboring to win the
prize thatis before us, Butinstead of this being
the case we are made up of weaknesses, and we
are g0 full of them and they are so complicated
that we need to be instructed every day and every
hour of ourlives to keep us where we should be,
in order that we may enjoy the Holy Spirit.

I have my ideas in relation to the reformation,
and in relation to the situation and eondition of
this people, and in relation to the course that they
will have to pursue in o:der to procure eternal
lives. Now I do not feel the same responsibility
this morning that I would if T stood here indepen-
dent and alene, for if I should advance ideas that
are not correct, there are those here whose duly
it is to correct any principle that 1 may advance if
it be erroneous.

In the first place, I will say thatI have not,
since the reformation commenced, tried to get a
zeal that was not according to knowledge, but I
have sought diligently to faithfully dischirge my
dnties, obtain the Spirit of the living God that m
mind mi%hl be enlizhtened, that my understand-
ing might be expanded that I might see and un-
derstand the mind and the will nfg the Lord eon-
cerning me. I was always satisfied when I had
got his mind and will concerning the péople whom
I had been sent to teach, and that Spirit is calcu-
lated to lead us on to the obtaining of eternal life.

There have been many who perhaps have run
faster than their ballast would allow, or probably
they have commenced the race in such a way that
they were not able to continue if, though they
run first rate for a season.,
who appeared to make great progress for a time,
but after a while they left the principles of the
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THE DESERET NEWS.

have in a great measure forsaken the Lord and
come far short of the blessings that it is our pri-

sued for the last seven years, we find that we ! we enter into the

presence of our Father in hea-
ven we will get there by a continunal increase of
knowledge and wisdom.

395

moment. A wicked man cannot be happy in the
company of the righteous, peither can a right-
eous man enjoy the company of the wicked.—

irit of the |

ing nor instructive unto you, consequently | &

I have heard some of the Elders of Israel when
addressing the people exhort them to love God
with all their might, mind and strenzth, and the
would preach for hours and never tell the people
the way to love God, but I will tell yon my be-
lief respecting that. I do not believe that we
can love any being whom we know nothing about.

vilege now to enjoy. What has there been to
prevent us from worshipping the true and livin
God? We have had no gentiles {o interfere wit
us, we have no laws except those we have made
ourselves, we have had no rulers except those that
we desire to rule over usy; and hence we have no
excuse; if we bave not'made progress it 1s not the
Tault of the Almighty nor of his servants whom | If I love br. Brigham, br. Heber, or any other
he has placed upon the earth. man it is because I know them, it is because I en-
Now, then, notwithstanding all our faults and | joy the same spirit that they do, it is becanse I
weaknesses and the sins that we have committed, | have received a portion of the same intelligence
yet they have come out and told us that our sins | that they have received, and they have received a
should be forgiven, and that we should have an | portion of the intellizence of {he living God, and
opportunity of being saved in the kingdom of God. ! therefore I love them, and our feelings are amal-
Brethren and sisters, I do consider this to be the | gamated, and if I enjoy the Spirit of the Lord
greatest offer of mercy that has ever been shown | they feel well tewards me, and they feel to love
to the human family, and we should all appre- | me, and the more my knowledge increases the
ciate it as such. Jf we are guilty of going on in Hnore my love of God inereases, and the more my
our sins and trespassing upon the laws of God, | knowledge in relation to them increases the more
and of committing sin against our brefhren and | I will love them. This is the principle upon
 sisters and ‘agaiust our God, we ought to beilwhich I love any and every pers=on in the world
"damned. < f that I do love; it is because I know them.

I will tell vou what I believe, the next timewe! Now then [ may say that [ know a wicked |
are called in question to be judged as we have | man, buf do I love thal man? [ may say that I
been this time, it will not be said of us that the | do or that I do not, and say truly both times. 1
Lord will forgive our sins; I tell you I believe ' may feel willing to spend any labor or time that is
that mercy will step aside and that we will have | necessary lo teach him the principles of the gos-
' to atone for all our sins that we have committed | pel of eternal life, but if I have the spirit of love |
‘upon this earth. And if we go on sinning against | and of the gospel of Jesus Christ, do [ feel fo as- Eava now started anew, and there is no time for
the Lord and transgressing the laws that he has | sociate with him? No. Do our spirifs amalga- | 44t stop; we have slambered and slept for a long
given us to walk by, every sin that we have com- | male with the spirits of wicked men? No, they | (jne, aad the words of the servants of God huve
mitted since we have been baptized into the |do not; I know mine does not, neither do I wishi | fulien to the ground, and that which wa have
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints we | to associaie with such persous, so long as they |jaarned we have neglected to put in practice. It
shall have to atone for, for I can tell you that |are filled with the spirit of darkness and I filled | sands us iy hand now to double our diligence
mercy will not have any claim upon sueh. with the spirit of life. You may as well take | and to live so before the Lord that our knnwl}:dgn;

These are the views that I take of the subject, | water and oil and try fo mix them together, and {0 | s i wisdom may increase daily, and that we
and these are the views that the people should. make them inseparable. You fake two drops of | may, in the future, m:ke some :fd!vmmemeut. {
takeof it. Justask yourselves the question, what | water, big or little, and they will mingle together, | .o iidar that the Eurngress we have made since
progress have we made since we came into these | but you fake one of oil and one of water, and | ., eame into these valleys has been a ‘enail’s
valleys? - Now if we have made no proress what | they will not mingle, there is no amalgamation, | allop.? (Prss. Kimball? It has been on “the
tg:d nli]ndgmd 11?2 1Is it berause the servants of andit is jual: the same with gcind Irl:nen anﬂ wic!ged | Jope.) ' ¢ 5

ave nol told us how to live?—and because | inen or with women either. I 1ell you the right- + 1

they have not told us what to do day after day A eous will never strike hands with the wicked nor | esi&giﬁl iﬁlpgﬁsi?;;:dt: ::Eklmﬁrﬁf :r&?f;; ,;hﬁ&i
and week affer week, and because they have not Ib"‘.i them Gc;‘ud'q speed; they will never have the they may know my feelings and salﬁimeu’*s |
taught us to live our religion? No, it is not. Is|spirit to do if; it is an impossibility. Itisjustso| .o o auderstand and know the spir® vou are
it because we have had to go out and fight mobs? | with our God. While we are doing wickedly | & nothing gives me so much pleasupjra- ag RELToR
No, it is not. Is it because we have had to go | and transgressing the laws of God, there is no . Eu;,: the riTlt:ipIealt' the gospel, and the more I
‘and delve in the rocks from Monday morning to | feeling m_huin to asgnciute with us, there is :m‘i e B uppuu thors thia ﬂrgﬂ.!ei ;n ingtabv e "to
 Saturday night to procure a subsistence? No, for feeling to mingle withas, for there is nothing to || oL "0 85 et in sueh a way j'rtlm-.t'I fna be
Ldo believe that the Lord has never blest any por- | nite us together. We may labor and toil until the | 6113 wirh the Spirit of the Lord, and that 1 ja
tion of the earth and eaused it to produce in | last resurrection, and unless we improve upon the Lo usofal. . Wa Eava Rita e d*: o Ei“w} 5 ﬂl:'l
reater abundance than he has these yalleys since :,klmﬁriedga of God given unto us, and endeavor to | the Eurth* o e g & th:. 3 olhid S bl tphat
we have inhabited them, consequently we have obtain a further knowledge by the teachings of | wher-l Wﬁ’ll’ﬂ\f& ﬂﬁg Sl Ef Sadad :fvc-‘ e i
no excuse to render whatever. He is willing tgllhr.s servants, and become acquainted with the : gt

Can the angels of heaven enjoy themselves in the
compuny of the wicked? 1& 0, and we may‘pray
and pray in vain to behold their presence, unless
we parge ourselves both in body and spirit, and
become fil companions that they may associats
with us and take pleasure in doing so. Now if
we have not purilty and knowledge enough to
dwell with dngels, how fur short we come of be-
ing prepared to dwell with our Father.

I do not believe that I am going there until I
become acquainted with his attributes, and just
so soon as I become gequainted with them and be-
come like him, will I be admitted into his society.

The knowledge that I have of the attributes of
Deity, causes me to love and serve him; and the
spirit that I have received causes me to love his
servants. I have known those men for years,
and I know if wé follow their connsel we shall
increase in wisdom and intelligence and in the
things of this world. |

‘The riches of this world will never secure unto
us hapniness in this life nor that which is to come,
but to know how to live aright before the Lerd,
and then actupon that knowledge will sécure to
us happiness, and blessings in this life, and in thut
which is to'come eternal exaltation and erowns of
glory. ‘These are my feelings in regard to the

rineiple of the reformation or progression. We

subject to the power the devil? We may sufferia

-

We read of some |

impart unto us knowledge continnally if we are | prineiples that he
prepared to receive ity but we have placed our |in his presence,

| affections upon the things of this world and hate

| forgotten our God; we have done that which we | Jesus Christ correctly, we shall never dwell in

 should not have dene, and-we have left undone
the things we should have Jdone.

We will take for granted this morring that you ! Spirit the more we become like him, and just in |

have forsaken all the sins that have been men- | proportion to the knowledge we have received and !

tioned to vou by the servants of the Lord, or in
other words that you could raise your hands and
say that youa have not been guilty of those sins

since the reformation gnmmenﬁﬁ; for argument’s | become acquainted with his ﬂttl’ihutt‘ﬁ, let me tell

'suke we will say this, but does that end the re-
Uurmatinn or place us in the presence of our God
to enjoy the blessings and the privileges that are
to be enjoyed by those who gain celestial glory?
Now if I understand the gospel correctly it J‘::ms
not, but there is much yet to be done. There are
a great many who have made the observation that
they have had the reformation and got through
with it, and th
for all such to leave in the spring for California
or some other place. 1 look unen the matter in
this light, and I verily believe that they cannot
stay here a great while, at least I hope and pray
that they may not be able to stay, whether it
takes me, my family, or any other person. If we
can answer conscientiously every question, I con-
clude that we are in a fair way for proagressing in

the things of the kingdom of God, and we are,

preparing for taking a step that we should have

 taken three, ten and some of us fifteen years ago.
Now if we have got upon that platform we are
| preparing to take an important step in the king-
dom of God.

Now in relation to the catechism or standard by
which we have been measured, I could refer to
,many in the gentile world who profess to be infi-
 dels that have never been guilty of violating it so
far as morality and virtue are concerned, notwith-
standing they did not believe in God or iu his
divine law. Do we suppose that those persons
are coming forth in the morning of the first resur-
rection to be crowned with glory, immortality and
eternal lives? No, not for a moments we do
believe they will be rewarded acecording to the
deeds done in the body. If we have become so
that we can be measured by that standard and
‘answer truly to all its requirements, then we are
prepared to advanee in the knowledge of God.
The Spirit of the Lord is a Spirit of wisdom,
(of understanding and of krowledge—a spirit that
- will enable us to see, under®tand and comprehend

are thankful for-it, but I look |

» rect.

"abide with him.

possesses, we shall never dwell [
|

If I understand the principles of the gospel of |
the presence of our Father in heaven nntil wei
become like him, and the more we partage of his

the infellizence given unto us, just in that propor- |
tion is our love for him. We may preach abont
the love of God, but unless we take a course to

you wenever can associate with him, for he will |
not associate with us until we become like him.
This is my opinion, whether it is correct or incor- |

Now the world have taught us and have preach-
ed to us to love our neighbor as ourself, which is |
very good doctrine when it is properly understood.
The more yon become acqnainted with me, with |
br. Brigham, or with any other man, if we enjoy
the Spirit of the Lord and the Spirit of revelation
and you enjoy the same Spirit, the better yon will
love us, and this is perfectly natural. You might
talk about the wicked loving the righteous, but
you will never convert me to that faith, neither do
I believe that we could mix and unite the right-
eous and the wicked. It is for us to take a course
to become like God if we wish to love him and
dwell in his presence, for 1 do not believe that
ignorance or stupidity will ever be admitted to
If we are ever admitted into his
Freaenca it will be because we have become just
ike him. We may not have the same amount of
knowledge, but we will have to got sufficient to
qualify us to assoeiate with him that he may asso- |
crate with us, .

I believe that the eternal gulf between the
‘Rich man and Lazarus’® was iguorance, He (the
rich man) had been wicked all his life, and huad
never received the knowledge of God, and conse-
quently there was an eternal gulf, and that igno-
rance and misery could not be lessened but by the
rich man obtaining the same knowledge that Abra-
ham and the poor man had of the Lord while liv-
ing upon the earth. We may profess to be Lat-
ter Duy Suints, and to be living our religion, but
have we forsaken all our sins, and are we tryiug
to gettha knowledge of @od and becoms sancti-
fied before himn, aud magnify our priesthood and
accomplish his holy purposes upon the earth. If!
such is the fact it is well with us. | :

Now let us by every landable means procure |

‘and fifty poatds, until he wd drawn up

this world, but let us not vield to tamptation that
we may suffor and be subject to the powars of
darkness in the next. We may just as well be
happy in our minds us to be wmiserable. You will
find that, the greatest conquest you will ever gain
will be over yourselves. Alexander the Great
conquered the world, and made all subject to
him except one man, and that was himself and
himsell he never did counquer. We may teach
like anangél (rom heaven, but unless we bring
ourselves into subjection to the dictates of the
Spirit of the living God, and become perfectly
passive, in the bands of the servants of the Lord
we shall never gain that glory we desire. -When
we gain that conquest over ourselves we shall
love the household of fuith as we lova oursslves,
then will the knowledge and love of God be aud
abound in us toa fuluess that will mske our joy
complete. Which may God grant for Christ's
sake.—Amen, -
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Powur or e Muscirs.—The musenlar
strength of the human body is indeed wonderful.
A Turkish porter will trot at a rapid psece and
carry & weight of six hundred pouuds. Milo, a
celebrated athlete of Crotona, in Italy, accustomed
himsalf to carry the greatest bardens, and, by de-
grees, became a moustor in strength. It is said
that he carried oun his shoulder an ox four years
old, weighing upwards of one thousand, and after-

\ wiirds killed him with one blow of his fist.~ .

He was seven times crowned at the Pythian
games,and six at the Olympic. He presented
himself the seventh time, but no one had the
courags to enter the lists against him. He wusa
Pythagorean, and to his nucommon strength that
learned praceptor and his papils owed their lives.
The pillar which supported the roof of the house

 suddenly gave way, but Milo supported the roof

of the building, and gave the philosopher time to
escapae.

In old age, hi» attempted to pull up a tree by the
roots and break it. He partially effected it; but -
his strength being gradually exhausted, the® tree,
where cleft, reanited, and left his hand piuched in
the body of it.” He was then alone; and, utiable to
disangage himself, died in that position.

Haﬁﬂr mentions thut he suw. a man, whose
fingér caught in a chain at the bottom of a mine,
by keeping it forcibly bent, supported by thut
means; the whole weight of his body, one handred
to the
surface, a distance of six hundred feet., Augustus

gospel of life and salvation and went away into our duties to each other, to ourselves and to our
darkness. We have been taught, as T observed in | God, and this will comprehend the whole. Ido
the cornmencement, from one to 25 years, and if | not believe that it is a spirit that will moke us
we look at the thing naturally, we have had ! feel well for the moment and then leave us, but I
teachingeenough to make us perfect in the things believe that those who enjoy the Spirit of the
of the Loid, but when the servants of God stand | living God will increase in knowledge and intel-
up to show us the way of life, and we begin to ligence, all the time growing in grace and in the
examine ourselves, lo secan our ways and mlr'kqnwledg?uf the truth, and if they continue they
thoughts, and they begin to show us the course we | will arrive at the measure of the stature of the
have to pursue, we find that we come farshort of fulness of Christ, or in other words be prepared

i to enter into the presence of God, be crowned

enjoying the blessings that we :mﬁht have enjoyed, | to
provided that wa had followed the course marked | with glory, immortality and eternal lives. Are
we going to get these things all at gnee, or in

oat by them, We have been children, and we
have had the promse by those that hold the keys other words, are we going to become perfect in
one day? Nutwe are not, because we are poor,

of life and death, thatif we would forsake our
sins and worship the true and hving God, that our ' frail, mortal beings, and it will require dilizent
former sins should nomore be remembered against I:ernavarance in us to become perfect in the know-
us, and that we should be held as though we had ledze of God. Why have we sinned agzainst our
not sinned. |  God?  Is it becauge we desire to do wrong, or is
I contend that this is one of the greatest offers | it becanse we have been tempted by an unseen
of mercy ever given {o the children of men. influence which is around us? I believe it is the
When we counsider the course that we have pur- | latfer that causes us tosin. I contend thatif ever
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the knowledge and intelligence that will prepare
us for admission into the presence of our heaven-
ly Father, and resist every opposing power whetl-
er it be visible or invisible, You may shout glory
hal'elujah till life is extinct, und that will neverad-
mit you into the kingdom of heaven, you must
receive a fulness of the Spirit and become sane-
tified through the trath, and through the knowl-
edge of God become fike him. The Spirit of the
Lord will abide with all who feeeive it, and abide
its dictates, and you may improve upon the wis-
dom that is given you of the Almighty, whether
through His servants, or by His spirit, and we can
continue in this way until we do gain the victory,
overcome and become like God owr Father, and
be admitted inte his presence, and I do not be-
lieve we will ever be admilted unless we take that
course, :

If you have got the Holy Spirit, or any portion
of it within you, [ ask can you love the wicked?
Do you feel to fellowship them, and to enjoy their
society and presénce? No,you do not for one

L., King of Polaud, could roil upa silver plate
like a sheel of paper, and twist the strongest horse
'shoa asunder. © A lion is suid to have lait the im-
| pregsion of his teeth upon a piece of sold iron.

he most prodigious power of musele is ex-
hibited by the fish. The whale moves with a
velocity through a depse mediat, water, that
would earry him around the world-in less than a
fortnicht; and a sword-fish has been known to
strike his weapon through the plank of a ship.
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Fisu Eripesie —A second fish epidemic is
raging in Grand River, Michigan. Daring the
week the shores have been literally strewed
with the dead and dying fish—some of them of
almost fabulous size. A few months since all
living, ereeping things, by myriads, were cast
dead upou the banks of the Grand River. Lizards
of enormous size and disgusting appearance were
piled in heaps where they were thrown by the
eddying current. Rats, snakes, and every species
of slimy, scaly monsters shared a common fate.




