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THE betbew wharTHAT I1 CAN

1I cannot do much said a little star
11to make the darkdaik world bright

My slivery bea rya s cannot struggle far
through the folding gloom at night

nutdut im only a part of godsgoda great plan
and I1ajl1I I1 cheerfully do the best that I1 can
what Is thothe use said a fleecy cloud
of these few drops that I1 bold

they will hardly bend the lilyilly proud
though caught lain her cup of gold

yet I1 am a part of gods great pplanlanian
so my treasure Illg1119 ivo as well as icanI1 can 11

A child went merrily forth to play
nutdut a thought like a silvery thread

kept in and out all day
through the happy golden head

mother said darling do all you eancan
riforor you are a part of gods great planpian

she knew no more than the glancing star
nor the cloud with its chalice ffullfultulluli

how why and for what all strange things
were

she was only a child at school
butbub she thoughtthoughtl it Is part of gods great

plan
that even I1 should do all that I1 can

she helped a younger child along
when the road was rough to the feet

and she sang from her heart a little song
that we all thought passing sweet

and her father a weary toll worn man
said 1I will do likewise the best thatthad I1icaneeancan

ourouy bastlbasti ahab children the best of usua
must hidebide our faces away

when the lord of the vineyard comes to look
at our task at the close of the day

but for strength from above lisills the ma-
sters plan

well pray and well all do thothe best we can

MR ANONYMOUS

PRESENT

oneon afternoon towards thathe end of
september the clocks in the city of
london struck four and the daily
routine of business in the house of pun-
kin brothers came to a close these
events were not peculiar to that particu-
lar day butbutt a story must have a begin-
ningnin the numerous clerks closed their
ledledgersers and stowed away their paperswiliwillwithI1 fafarr greater alacrity than they had
chewnshown in bringing them out some six or
seven hours before and asaa they put on
their overcoats hats and gloves they
began to chat with each other one
had got an order for the theatre for two
and asked another to havihavu a chop with
him somewhere and then go thither
others were members of volunteer
corpscorpa and were in a hurry to get on
their disguises and g and be balfhalf right
turned somewhere all had some per-
sonal object pertaining to love war
pleasurepleasare or dinner in view in short
the striking orof the clock had a magic
power and turned them from mechani-
cal coeoscogscoss into men

one young man went up to the head
of a department and from him received
papers which hohe put into the breast
pocket of his coat and then walked off
without speaking to illshis fellow clerks
beyond bidding good afternoon to one
or another and assenting once or twice
to the fact of the weather being fine

A mean beggar that Mapleson said
jones as liehe arranged thothe flowerniorio in his
buttonholebutton hole

ay replied brown he dines for
a shilling

and inks thothe rim of illshis hatbat 11

perhaps he is poor suggestedsu the
charitable robinson

aapoor cried jones who
millionaires are not commonly found on
clerks stools hohe has a salary and he
is not married and yet he stints and
never goes anywhereany where erdoesor does anything

perhaps helle has a vice suggested
robinsonBobinson who always fought the battle
of the absent

allailaliah he may have certainly replied
jones the just

but it only his meanness said
brown who had made overtures to
mapleson which had been met with
more bolltpolitenesseness than cordiality he is
so eoncouconfoundedlyoun dedlyedis stuck up now of all
pride I1 bate a mean pride at1

the unconsciousunion selous subject of all this dis-
paragementparaara walked down cheapside tomintsaint pauls churchyard where he stop-
ped before a bonnet shop

still there he muttered that is
luclidlueyiuey how well it will become her

hohe entered bought the bonnet which
had taken his fancy and with the little
cardboard box in his hand started off
in the direction of Islington in vain
did hansom cabbiestabbies raise their whips
and omnibus eads cry 11 ton ton
he walked every step of the way home

home was a parlor on the ground
floor a bright and cheerfulcheerfulfui parlor the
ornaments and furnifurnitureturo of which

thouthoughh nnot0 costly were in perfect taste
thereTb ere were1 ere flowers there was a piano
open music and books lay about in a
comfortable but not untidy way home
was a girl of nineteen who welcomed
him with a smile called him harrlandHar
went into ecstasies over the bonnet
home presently was tea tea treated as a
meal not the meaningless supplement
late diners understand by the term

what do you think harry ex-
claimed the young lady in the course of
the meal

think replied harry mapleson
with his mouth full why I1 think that
if there were manmanyy men of fortune whwho0
knew that I1 had a sister who could
make such anchovy toast as this they
would soon carry her onnoff from meyoungyoung men ofbf fortune do not marry
their cooks the new bonnet is much
more likely to rid you of me but what
I1 was going to say was we have got a
goose

11 it you pussy and it is not
me quoted the brother turning to the
cat

oh what grammar
the verb to get takes an accusative

susan but about the goose how did
you steal it

it camecamo together with its
giblets and half a dozen sherry

what mr anonymous again
yes 11

he is very good said harry a seri-
ous expression coming over his face

butlibut there is one thing that he
would send his name I1 hate myste-
ry 21

11 but you like goose added his ssis-
ter

S

well yes frankly I1 do sherry
likewise he says that he is an old
friend of our parents but if he is
ashamed to acknowledge us now I1 had
sooner be without illshis charity howev-
er it is ungracious to say so and after
swallowing a twenty pound note it
would be absurd to strain at a goose and
gibletsgibletsiblets we will eat the bird on the
dayay set apart for that purpose by the
church shall we invite our fellow lod
ger

nirdirmr nicholson oh certainly 11

when the tea things were cleared
away and the lamp lit susan mapleson
set to work upon her brothersbrothers buttons
and socks and while she sewed and
darnedchimed he read a novel aloud to her
equitable division of labor

just as he had finished a chapter the
hall door closed and observeobservinging that mr
nicholson hadbad come in and that it
would be a good plan to give wlmmim his
invitation at once harry mapleson
rose and went out returning presently
followed by the fellow lodger an elder-
ly man with a slight stoop who placed
his hat and umumbrellabiella on a chair and
came forward to greet susan whwho toos
ontonn her thimble to shake hands with
him

have you been to the british muse-
um todayto day she askedyes my dear yes as usual I1 am a
leech applied by the publishers to old
books

A leech no a bee
well that is perhaps a prettier way

of putting it and more complimentary
both to myself and the grivenerableerable au-
thors I1 draw froni they are flowery
enough sometimes too but the bee
skips from bud to blossom in a gayguy co-
quettishquettish manner which would never
draw the honey out of a blackketterblackletter vol-
ume let alone a mediaevalmediaeval manuscript
I1 fear that leech is more literal 11

but then what term would you have
left to apply to the pubpublisherslishen asked
harry

nay nay said the old man 1I can-
not complain they pay me very well
there is not much competition in Mmyy
musty line

A tyro in physiognomy might have
pronounced mr nicholson to be intel-
lectual and benevolent but it would
have taken an adept in the art to deci-
pher the expression which habitually
spread over his features there waswaa a
weary hopeless hunted look whimwhich
told of great suffering either mental
or physical probably the former forfon
the deep lines about his mouth
and eyes were of thatthab character
which is worn by sustained ratratenraterratherer than
spasmodic action of the muscles he
was a man with a terrible secret sorsorrowrov
I1 do not say that you would have
gathered all this on the present occa-
sion for when hohe was in the society of
the Ma he was a different being
he was a lonely man most workers
have two lives a professional and a
natural one but until quite lately he
had been a student and nothing else
studying for his livelihood studying for
companionship even at meal tinestimes
studying to find an opiate but since
he had formed an acquaintanceship
which soon ripened into friendship

with the younyoungt brother and sister life
had acquired a new interest for him
and that little parlor was auan ark on the
salt waste of his existence

he promised to dine with them on
day and then susan gave

him his greatest treat some of mendel
music hohe would sit and listen

till tha water came into his eyes and
this was not such a very curious
phenomenon for though the girl was
not any very brilliant performer treat-
ingin her instrument like a musical
trapeze and going through all E ortshorts of
wonderful gymnastic feats upon it she
played with rare feeling and expression
sending the notes into the heart as it
were at half past ten the party broke
uup harry aianiamaplesonpleon considered that
aasspillsliis sister rose early to look after do-
mestic matters and get illshis breakfast for
him for even a very small establish-
ment requires considerable attention
when you have only got the part
of a servant to dolidolldo for you she ought
to be early at the other end of the day
too so he invariably yawneddawned and went
up to his room at the top of the house
before eleven but when he got there
he made no preparations for going to
bed but put writing materials out on a
table and drawing from his pocket the
papers which he had received from one
of the heads orof departments before leav-
ing the he sat down to work it
was three before his task was
accomplished

A slice of luck this he said to him-
self on turning in at last just as I1 was
wondering how I1 should meet those
payments I1 had overlooked without cut-
ting off somesoine little expense which would
show susan that I1 am hard up I1 getgel
this extra job of work which will hetnet
me straight what a manager that girl
is I1 am afraid she stints herself in
dress and that though which must not
be it shall not be mother if I1 can help
it 11 and thithinkingliking ofbf her who waswaa
gone he fell asleep

susans bedroom communicated with
the parlor and when her brother and
urmr nicholson went urup stairs sheshesho passed
into it returning again soon with a
quantity of millinery materials from
which she proceeded to concoct oneono of
those artleartiearticledlesled of feminine adornment
which fathers and husbands pay so
highly for

poor old harry her thoughts ran
as berher nimble fingers worked he
thinks that I1 do not see that his salary
is too I1littleI1 atle for ouourr elpeexpensesuses and I1 ddurst
not remonstrate with him when he
wastes his money upon things I1 really
do not want it would disappoint him
so how fortunate it is that I1 have got
this knack of making things which
secures me employment at my own
home how little he thinks that I1 so
often follow him into london carrying
my work to the shop when it is com-
pleted the ordinary seamstresses work
I1 tried at first was not worth while but
they pay well for this I1 wish harharryry
would spend a little upon himself I1
durst not give him a new coat or hat in
return for liisills mantillasmancillasmanmaD tillas and bonnets
the idea of his getting me that how
surmisedsurprisedsed he would be to learn that I1
mamadee it

the air of harrow on the hill must
be peculiarly bracingbraing irif the proverbial
sentiment about the bird of st michael
attributed to the boys educated there
be founded on anything like practical
experience the goose they say is an
awkward dainty being too much for one
and not enough for two I1 know that
if I1 had two sons whowilo asked for more
after finishing a goose at a sitting I1
should write to the times it is true
that there are geese and geese and the
sspecimen sent to the Ma mayhphaveav beenabeen exceptionally fine but though0they had gone into training as itil were
by dining at six instead of at one and
though they had the fellow lodger to
help them they left pickings andiaand if
some curls the lip of scorn I1
cannot help it truth Is my hobby

when they had got their first glasses
of sherry after the meal harry said

we must drink the health of mr
anonymous please

lurmrtur anonymousAnonymousoua repeated susan
sipping

mr anonymous echoed mr
nicholson who drankdrauk and then added

some relative
1I dont know 11 replied harry he

is a deed or rutherrather a successionbionslon of
deeds without a name he sent us the
goose he sent usns this sherry he liashas
made us more valuable presentspresent do
you think I1 ought to receive benebenefitstits
without knowing0 fromfroin whom they
come

certainly said thetile fellow lodger 1 I
think you have told me that in one of
illshis first letters this unknown professed
himself a frienfrieudofdotof your your mothers
am I1 correct9 1

yes but why suchsueh mystery
ollolioiloh there are seveseveralralrai probable

reasons for that he may be asharnedashamed ofofa
not doing more you may have J

claims upon him as a trustee of those
funds which I1 think you said had been
unwisely invested or holle may have a
morbid dislike to being thanked iS

it is strange anyhow said harry
that our mysterious benefactor should

not have come forwardVard to us when
we most needed it

when you lost your motheryes
1 perhaps said susan he was not in

england then and knew nothing0 about
what had happened j

that is very likely said mr nichol I1

son especially as you were supposed
to be well provided for have mouyou not

Asaid so
yes replied harry our poor

mothers little property wiuswilswas in a bank
which broke but thank god she did not
know what happened she died in the
beliefbellef that her children were beyond
the reach of sordid careseares ll11

it was about two years ago I1 think
you have said

yes two years last august0 I1 was
at college when summoned away to her
bedside norron her illness waswaa sudden and
short and just as we were recovering
a little from the shock ruin came if I1
had been alone in the world I1 think
that I1 should have enlisted or emiera jI

tedled for I1 felt very desperate but fortu-
nately

1

I1 had susan to look after andland
that steadied me wellwelieileliell we must not
camplain I1 was fortunate to get byj
clerkship and we managed to save tthatat
planopianopiano and a few things which wereerelenel
sacred in our eyes from the wreck 1

it was a sad blow and the eareseare of I1
f

lifeilfe have fallen upon you early my
young friendsfrienda said mr nicholson 6 buthut
pardon me for having led the conversconversaa I1

tionllon into such a melancholy channel
he added seeing that susan had much
ado to restrain her tears 1I do notnob
linowknow how it happened

oh harry and I1 often talk over oldoid
times I1 like it said susan it
would be a dreadful thing to avoidavold
speaking of mamma because she haaf
been taken from us it seems to meruo
that those we loveiove are only really lost
when we banish them from our memo-
ries 11

the old man bowed hisbis leadhead andandl
sighed deeply have you any like-
ness of her he asked after a pause 1

oh yes replied susan and she
roseanroseaurose and placed a miniature portrait iuin
his handband

he gazed at it in silence for some
time and then murmured 1 how likeilkeyou knew our mothmotherr ll11 exclaimed
harry in surprise

1I mean how like your sister 11 said
mr nicholson handing the miminiaturelilill1
to him athrel

oh yes there is a strong family re-
semblance said harry but sincebince
you will not have any more sherry sup I1

S

pose we go ap to your room and smoke a
pipe while susan makes tea 1

when the old man and the young
one had settled down to the mutual ibmab
sorption of nicotine the latter referredd
again to the subject of his personal aaf-
fairs

the only thing I1 regret said he
1 jsj s the way in which my sisterbister is shuti

up it must be a dreadful thing for herherd
poor girl to be alone all day and it is
bad furlon her to be entirely withoutwithofit anyanI1comcompanion of her own sexbex i

have you no relatives nor friends
asked mr nicholson ij

our relatives eastcast us off many yearsyeara
ngoago on account of a family mismiamisfortunefortune
but there were some friends who got
me my plesentpresent appointment and Wwhoiloiio
would have taken charge of susan wewet
declined because of that family affairif air lifor susan thought and I1 thought thattha
it would perhaps bsbe brought up againstagainsti

she mixed in the society to which
these friends would have introducedintroducedi
her of course we did not put our refurefulis
sal upon that ground susan salsnisaisaltit thadchafa
shejhb would not leave me and I1 belibellbelieveevoeve
they think me very wrong and sellI sili
I1 am not quite confident that I1 am nightright
myself and yet the arido which7
shrinks from raking uptip an old shameshamo
can hardly be a laisefalbe pride cacaueau
IVit

it is not an easy thinthingC to decide in tva
moment the degree of ppridera de which eveevet j

ry man ought to allow himself to boinopoints
where the proper ends and the falser
begins to beat the parish bounds be
tween self respect and vanityvaulty no won-
der that mr nicholsoncholsonyi puttedpuffed hard aeab
illshis pipe inin silence it was evidently nano
lack of interest that held illshis tongue I1

however forfon he turned away his head
and his baud shook as though it were
palsledsied and probably harry did nodnot
look for a reply he was thinking aloud
as much as talking to the otherothe anand


