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would to reading the Bible, and
| white a‘:‘ his eyes ed to fall
"Ton acertain of re, record-
ed in the opm James, which

that If any man lack wisdom let him
ask o who giveth liberally to all
men and upbral not. Now this

———————————————— | ) ©0t1, this “‘old Joe Bmith,” that we
B e Tt o ol ve heard so much about, was just

DISCOURsSE -

simple enough to believe that that pas-
meant what it said, he went

By Elder ORSON PRATT, Qelivered | out into a little grove near his father’s

in the Tabernacle, Salt Lak Oity, Feb.
24¢A, 1869, ) g o

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

among the inhabitants of the earth a
reat deal of reflegtiogand W
or the last forty years. It isw

marvellous and wondrous thing to sée a

Dumerous people assembled together in

these interior wilds which, but a few

years ago, were a solitary waste, where
the face of a white man had beeuts seldom

seen; the abode of savages only, who
wandered about nearly naked, iIVing

upon orlcl!.qrpﬂhlnnk- and lizsards
sunk into the lowest dépths of degrada.
tion. To see so largea people, all of one
faith, un together in their energies,
occupying aterritory,which,from north
to south, is several hundred miles in ex-
tent, bullding up towns, cities and vil-
lages, establishing common schools,
sending forth thelr missionaries to the
nations of the earth, bringiog in their
thousands every season by emigration,
render ‘‘Mormonism,”” asitis genernlly
called by the world,a wonderin our age.

We heard this morning a discourse,
delivered by Elder Canunon, upon the
subject of the gospel and the principles
of our falth. We were told some of the
principles that have been received by
this people, not only in these moun-
tains, but wherever the Latterday
Saints, as a people exist. Our people are
taught to believe: in the Lord Jesus
Christ, as one of the principles of our
faith; we arq taught to repent of all our
sins and to refrain from everything that

is forbidden by the lawof God. This is

included in the doetrine of repentence as
taught by thhpaophnnon;na nations

which we have visited. Having taught
faith in Christ, and repentance of all

sins, we next require penitent bellevers

to be baptized in water for the remission
of their sins. Thua they become sub-

Jeots of the kingdom of God by bein
born of water. Another ’prinolplg hngh{

by this peeple is the doctrine of the lay-
ing on of hands for the baptism of fire
and the Holy Ghost, s was tasght and
practiced in ancient tmes.

We_heard this forenoon concerning
the effectgof . the Holy Ghost when be-
stowed I‘I.Eon individuale, and its diver-
sified gi éhmgho;t the whole church
acco teousn -
dividuals Who receive thu:.;r {1:?;1[;.
Wot:‘loo heard it testified that God had
sent down heave ad-
minister In ﬂwaﬂ
had sent His angel for this express pur-

pose.
It is my intention, this afterneoon, if
the Lord will lead me by His l'pirllt‘::o
dwell upon some su conneécted
with the organ of this chursh,
which has recel the principles I have
named. BStrangers who may resent
have heard for many {unpnto A man
called gou Bm;th. *erhaps tboy‘n?n
never much good respeetinghim.

. callied  Latter-day
Bainta, ‘6..3 man was a holy
K:ophot of Ged; the world considerthat
was an im poster. "We'consider that

;o have a amount of :‘ﬂdem
prophet. he'wh ‘o'rganin'd“lha‘

-muuw this chureh u:d.r the di-
rection . m‘.
our faith, hsd# nat beén for that man,

or some o;rx raised the

manner, this | M'Ku:ﬁ'
or Latter-day ow occupying this
mountain  territory, -would: have been
dwol:n;&‘mon the various natioos of
the and , at this pe-
riod of time, would probably have been

a barren waste, and such a thing as |
Pacific rallroad would pmb.gly go.t.

bave been started or thought about for ]l that occasion.

it JeSop Bt v
mation, was a very good man, and &ha

Lord recognized him as His servantan

called him to perform a certain work
here on the earth,

When the _njn manifest
himself fo‘gh mﬂn our history
if you wish to understand sllthe partic-
ulars; on this oceasion 1 shall barely

—a .
:-.‘"‘ — i - Aﬂ
'-Morﬂﬁlwm is & strange fohow i
thing in tHE T9th dentury. IV has cansed

house, in the town of Manchester, On-
tario éounty State of New York, and
dowa in all the simplic-
ity of s child and })nyod to the Father
pame of Jesus that He would
m which, among all the church-
es, 'wus the true one. id he, “‘show
me, Father, who are la ijon of
'ghe truth, let :me know, Lord, the
vight way, and I will walk therein.”
He had pow come to a Person who
was able to teach him. All his inquir-
jes previously, had been futile and vain,
but he now applied to the right source.
Did the Lord hear him? Yes. But he
had to exercise faith., This young man,
while thus praying, was not discourag-
ed bhe was tempted; but he con-
tinued praying until he overcame the
powers of darkness whicl' tried to pre-

veat him from calling upon God. The
Lord hearkened; being the same God
who lived in ancient times. He was
able to hear and amswer prayers that
were offered up in this sincere manner,
and he answered the prayers of this
youth, The heavens, as it were, were
o to him, or in other words, a
orious pillar of light like the bright-
ness of the sun appeared in the heavens
above him, and approached the spot
where he was praying; his eyes were
fixed upon it and his heart was lifted
up in prayer before the Most High. He
saw Lhe light gradually approaching
him until it rested upon the tops of
the trees. He beheld that the leaves of
t:‘w treeqh : wgrrlo‘ ll:g: consumed bg it, al-
thun (¢ ] @8s, Apparen y Was
wﬂfnnt, as he at first thl:mgh :.Z con-
sume everything before it. ut the
trees were not consumed it, and it

continued to descend until it rested

upon him and envelo him in its
glorlous rays. When he was thus en-
circled about with this pillar of fire his

mind was caught lwmm every ob-
ject that surrounded , and he was
filled with the visions of the Almighty,
and he saw, in the midst of this glori~
ous pillar of fire, two glorious persona-
ges, whose countenances shone with
an exceeding great lustre. Oneof them
spoke to him, saying, while pointing to
the other, "“Thia is my beloved Son in
:it:::g} I am well pleased, hear ye
Now here was a certainty; here was
something that he saw and heard; here
were personages capable of Instructing

bim,k and of telling him which was the
true religion. How different this from

going to an uninspired man professing
w minister! One mlnubea instruc-
m nages clothed with the
glory of coming down from the
eternal worlds is worth more than all
the volumes that ever were written by
uninspired men.
Mr. Bmith, this young man, in the
simplicity of his heart, continued say-
ing to these personages ‘“‘which church
shall I join, whieh is the trune chureh?’’
He'then and there was commanded, in
the most strict manner, to go not after
them, for they had all gone out of the
way; he was told there was no Chris-
tian church c. the face of the earth
modording ‘apcient patitern, as re-
corded the in New Testvment; but th
had all strayed from the ancient faith
gd-hnd lost the gifts and power of the
oly Ghost; they had lost the spirit of
trevelstion and prophecy, the power to
heal the sick, and every other and
,m‘ and by the
_ t Chureh. *“‘Go not r them,”’
'was the command given to this youn
man; and he was told that if he woul
be faithful in serving the true and liv-
ing God, it should be made manifeat to
+4n a time to come, the true church
that God intended to establish.
Now we can see the wisdom of God
in not nveallnheverythln to him on
Josepl pacitated to recetve. Fhe
Was ca o ve. e
Lord dwelt with this young man as
you, parents, do when you wish to in-
struet your children on any subject.
You do _not pour out volumes of in-
ctmcuo& on e::ﬁ all t? t.‘l?:i“' bat ll::l-
5 to them acco ng r e .
ust so the Lord acted towm{s
outh. Heimparted enough to let him
now that the whole Christian world

re-
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himself to that person, not in his man-

About, or not quite four years from

hood, butin his youth. We haveheard{that time,when Mr. Smith was between
much said, by those who tm.loﬂlx!l! and 18 yéars of age—and not old

of the matter, about ‘‘old Joe Smith,
How old was Joseph Smith when the

lenough to be eslled *“Old Joe Smith,”—
'he retired to his chamber, uﬂooilng

Lord M‘mnﬂw “EHE: ; his former vision, and earnes
He was a ou years and four | desiring the fulfilment 'of the promuh{

months old. Was that s very aged man?
Look around

and you will jmmediately admit """‘; G

made to him, that he should be made
aoquainted with the fulness of the
ospel and have more of the things of

il revealed to him. While reflecting

they do not look ed. fand praying, a light began to burst

{into his reom,which continued to grow

enabled | joms | brighter and brighter, until the whole
from Heaven at thut early period of his | room -um.dtoboli‘hud up with a
life? : , as moat of { splendor which far exceeded the bright-

to guderstand bew:
be saved. But on this point he wasat

he did not understand the way | robe, and his countenance was lighted

Dot brought up and educated in high | standin m"lor{::am' Aot
was up uca ab standing v ro room,
schools, i ;dhe but hh“%p-nd to be a distance
merely a poor . as from it. While looking at this person-
acq Wsplﬂt of God rested upon Joseph
are that all fear was removed
cities  of .the | from his mind; and instead of feeling

‘at the |alarm and terror, as would have been

of the sun at nooa-day. In the

o{ et of th glorious light a pe

' . - He was dressed in a W

ease with a wicked person,he felt
hough he was in the presence of a
This personage, on that occa-
45-!&!:&.”‘-!0(“

"1, sb I not pretend to give you the
M %l of the IWM then

go to the nations of the House of Israel, | then an

d they should be gathered in.
“Thlnwu something, oloo:m

a boy at this early age knew l

says |about; he k only what God com-
e knew only

municated to him. He was, _
more, told that the In who were

wandering over the face of North and |em

South America were a branch of the
house [of Joseph, that

e Joseph
who was sold into -ﬁovll o~
formed that were u

from Jerusalem some 600 years
Christ; that they lived here in t-
eousness fora ongo rl:d. and
wan 8, W

that.’t euph.reeords' wer:p hund:ld wn
for the space of a thousand years
amongst them, and that, finally, the
nation having fhllen into’ wickedness,
God commanded His servant who kept
these records to hide them up in the
earth in order reserve them from
being destroy the wicked and
apostate nation who had turned away

from God; s cerfain promise, however, |t
was made, that in the latter days these|seq

records should be brought forth. Jeo-
seph was told that these records were
hid some three miles from his father’s
house. Atthe same time the vision of
his mind was opened so that he saw the
hill in which they were deposited, and
he saw the stoné box whieh contained
them; he saw the sarrounding objects
and understoed, by the vision that was
unfolded to him in the presence of the
angel, concerning the piace where they
were deposited. e was told that if he
would faithful he should be the
chosen instrument in the hands of
God in bringing that sacred record of
the ancient prophets to light; and that
it should come forth and be united with
the Jewish record, whieh we call the
Bible, that through the united testimo-
n; of these two branches of the House
of Israel, all nations might have suffi-
cient evidence and testimony to con-
vince them concerning the gospel of
the Son of God, and thegreat work that
W as to be performed in the latter days.

This was the first visit of the angel,
and it occurred on the 21st of Septem-
ber, 1823, After the angel withdrew

Mr. Smith continued praying. He was

not asleep; it was not a dream, it was
in slumber that this remarkable vision
had been 3lven. He still continued

raying, and marvelling and wonder-

ng exceedingly at the things that he
had peen and the great things he had

heard. While praying and beseeching | M
ris, David

the Lord, the vision was remewed to
him, and the angel came agaln and in-
structed him Btill further concerning
the greatness of the work that was to
be performed uPon the earth in the
latter days. Again the angel withdrew
and the vision was elosed up. Mr,
Smith still continued praying and ex-
ercising faith, calling upon God; for
having once tasted the good things of
God, and the powers'of the world to
come having rested upon him, he felt a
keener desire to know more concerning
God and the things ef the future than
he had before experienced. Hence, he
continued praying with much mt.hﬁmnnd

e.

the vision was renewed the third ¢

On the last oceasion the L.ord unfolded
great and marvellous things concerning
the work of gathering together His peo-
ple in the latter !days, concerning the
progress of this church and kingdom in
the four quarters of the earth and the
great judgments that were to be poured
out upon the wicked nations of the
earth.

SBoon after the close of the third inter-
view with the angel the light of day
began to break into his room; he had
been wrapt in vision through the whole
night, without closing his eyes in sleep.
He rose early in the meorning to go to
work, as usual, in the field with his
father. But his father, perceiving that
he looked pale and fatigued, inguired of
him concerning his health, and advised
him to go to the house if he did not feel
well. Joseph felt, no doubt, something

like we read of Daniel, who, after being
wrapt in the visions of the Almighty,

was sick for three days; it did not ef-
fect Mr. Smithy however, to the same
extent. He started to go to the house,
in compliance with the advice of his
father, but had only got part of the way
there when the angel again appeared to
him, in the air, and commanded him
to return and reveal his vision to his
father. He did so, and the old man
burst into tears, saying it was of God.
The mrol furtbher commanded bim, In-
stead of going to work, to go to the hill
that was shown him in vision and
seo the plates. His father told him to
do as the angel had commanded him.
He therefore stirted acto to the
imstructions of the angel. hen he
had travelled about three miles in the
direction indicated he came to the place
and instantly recognized it by seeing
objects which had been shown him the

cov the spot of ground, took off th
crow ne on the stone box, a
there eld the sacred record of the
ancient inhabitants of this continent;
by its side lay the Urim and Thummim,
.i fnstrument for its translation. Mr.
Smith, not knowing but what it was
his privilege to take the record, put
forth his hand to do so, whenrthe angel,
who had a to him the previous
night, s fore him and commanded
him not totake it at that time, sayin
that he needed more experience, an

night previous in his vision. He un- H

also sald *'if you will be faithful before
the L.ord, come to this place one year
from this time and I will meet you
again.”” In 1824, one year from at

time, he saw_ the _ 1! that
wukglmd HamM'm:M-mnm& ~
st lnghoordlﬁmog of the

visit the same place in the following
ear, and in the fall of 1825 he again
an interview with the angel. In
1826 he had another interview, and on
the night of the 21st of Boﬁ.nber._ 1827,

the angel again appeared to him and on

ates from the place of their d.pula ,
was then lacking a few months of !

.| belng twenty-two years old, and even ||
then, after having passed all | 'wi

gcnoxpoﬂoneu, he could not .‘.'“‘h {

S S e n deomimgnd SOM,

| Having received the plates he oceu-|

pied a portion of his time during the
next three

E not arigk

Was
Bmith

just as Joseph was,
ears coold, m‘:}t which
- Consequently
of tnnnhuon,' ( r
to the ordinance be-
went out into
quired of God

. to write the words of the were at a loss,

S

i

the Book

® obtained
gt-trlod,.l.nd he
his wife to write some of it.| what

while b.-hold- m:

\ey should do inrelation to their
ey had prayed a
' : nger was sent from
the heavens, and he came and stood be-
othed in brightness and
‘What was his object In coming?
teach them the mode or order
baptism? No, but it was to restore
to the earth the stithority to administer
This messenger laid
e heads of these two

and gave unto them the
or Levitical priesthoed, the
riesthood of Aaron, the same that was
eld by Johm the Baptis
est of the lineage of Aaron,—when he
ptized for the remission of sins. Who
gel that thus restored this
priesthood to the earth?
name was John, the same who came to
of our Bavior at His
that he was sent to
confer this lesser priesthood upon His
servants in answer to their prayersin
order that there might be authority on
the earth to b
further, while h

fore them cl

of 1830, m
3.5.}"..“;‘:“ I T oy

w-mdu
and the book wes In print e ordinance.

his hands upon

work beyond that which
the testimony of Joseph
The Lord would not

further evi

three other men,
Oliver Cowdery, David
mer and Martin Harris had a testimony
concerning the divine authenticity of
this work, not b
would not have

' haveleft'it on record, and lt"i-'

and bound with the Book of
armon to be sent forth to all nations,
ples and tongues under the whole
These three men festify in

words of soberness that the angel came
from Heaven in their
and spoke to them and took the plates
them before their eyes, and
turned over their leaves ¢
anpther and showed them the engrav-
: and while he was
teatify that they heard a
unto them

ids u
Smith alone.
it the Book of

on sins and
ee of its

was the an
He said his

tize, saying to them
hands were still upon

their heads, that ‘‘this authority which

I now confer upon
taken from the ear
shall come.”’

ou shall not be
until the Lord

Let me here Inquire if there is any-
thing in the scriptures that will war-
rant us in believing that the priesthood
n to be restored to the
earth. Hitherto I have given you a his-
tory of the rise of this church, without

passages of scripture;
now let me for a few moments cite
the nature of that priest-
ood which John the Baptist held, and
whether or not it is to be on the earth
in the latter tinges.
In the first place,
the religious se¢ts and societies through-
out all christendom and inquire if they
have the Levitical priesthood
them, and they will tell you they have
The Church of England, Presby-

terians, Methodists, Baptists, or any or
all these societies do not even

riesthood; neither
Roman Catholic, or the Greek church.

You inquire, furthermore, of all these
Christian societies if the Jews, them-
selves, have the Aaronic priesthood,and
will tell you thatthe Jews lost that
rity by their apostacy, and that
the Kingdom of God was taken from
them and given to a nation brioging
forth the fruits thereof. Con
according to the testimony of all chris-
tend neither Jew nor Gentile

of the earth wio has
after the erder of Levi,
or the Levitical priestbood. If that be| peo
the case, if it ever returns to the earth,
it must be restored. Now the
is will it return to the earth?
a promise in the scriptures of the resto-
ration of such a priesthood to the chil-
80 it must come from
to the testimony
ther they nor the

of Levi is
one after

upon the pla
g this th
voice from
‘“these have been transla
and power of God,” and command
them to bear record of it to all nations,
tongues . and
whom the work should go.
reason they have given their testimony
and prefixed it to the Book of Mormon.
Could they have been deceived when
they saw the plates in the hands of the
angel, and saw him turn them over leaf
There was no deception

there; they actually did know, and have
testifiled to that which their eyes did

gee. . Here then are four witnesses to
the divine authenticity of

Whitmer

ven sayin our minds to

kindreds, ou may go toall

at is the

after leaf?
to any such

e Book of

vidj - lnr.cnw-
% re there any living In.our day
and generation who can bear testi |
ta the divine authenticity of the
and New Testaments? Wa have the
testimony of persons who lived ancient-
1y, whom none, living in this
o, ever saw or heard. 1
mons,’’ weé were told this fore
lieve in the Old Testament; but
say that we not only believe in it, but
we know, by the gifts of the Bpirit of
» by revelations sent down from
Heaven, by the visions of the Almighty
and by the ministrations of holy angels,

true: we know it to
_ ou
the Hook

a testimony such as you can
bring in relation to the Bible,.un-
less you appeal to the Latter-day Baints
as wituesses.

I have already cited you to four wlit-
nesses to the divine authenticity of the

Book of Mormon; but are thess al
witnesses the Lord raised comcerning
this work, or were there any others
whosaw these plates? Yes,

t others, making twelve I
have given their testimonyand names,
to go wherever this book goes, that they
did actually haodle these plates and
that they did see the e
They send forth
in words of soberness to
this fact.

om there

The ‘‘Mor-|now upon the

dren of l:ﬂ;n?

chflstetliil‘om nei
titime onhulm pre:;:t 60-
casion to turn particularly to pas-
sages referring to this subjeet, but I
t your minds to a few.

given in the 40th cha
15, we find that th

that the Bible ia
khrecord from H
such testimony
Then we,

think I can d
In the testim
ter of Exodn
priesthood. was to bé confirmed upon
the heads of the children of Levi unto
the end, throughout all their genera-
tions. Again we find another testimony
the grandson of Aaron,

work he did in the midst of the congre-
on of Israel an everlasting priest-
ood was confirmed upon him and his

ons,
it through!
were entitled to it
generations.

in the case

all, who
Phinehas.

ravings there-
testimony
people to
Can any one in this
tion come forth and declare that
handled the tables of stone on which
the law of Moses was written? I never
bave heard of any such man. You
have not got
ean you exhibit the origin
of the beocks of either the Old or New
Testament; hence when
external evidence the Latter-
can produce far more in proof o
vine authenticity of the Book of Mormon
and of the scriptures than if is possible
for the Christian world to bring.

Buat we will not s
Book of Mormon

all their
tled tt:olt. b'l‘g tnig?‘ lose
mug atal

when we refér to the last chapte :
iah we find a prophecy that has not yet
been fulfilled only in part, where the
Lord says ‘‘I will set a sign among the
er the children of
onsupon h
mules, in litters, upon swift
to my holy mountain Jerusalem, and I
will take of them for priests and Levites
Indeed! Is the Lord
priests and Levites after
ering Ismel from all nations? Yes.
“I will take of them for priests and Le-
vites saith the Lord.”
Here, then, is a restitution or restora-
cted in the last
that the Lord will
from all lands to His
Jerusalem, and that
e of them for
Fuarthermore let us seé¢ what

B,

: “"For as the new h
shall

the tables of <
Aany one
% ple and I will

ou come to
,odn Baints

saith the Lord.”
] going to have
CT
was An
f what use would it
_ if God had
not sent down from he& au
to administer In His o
taught withinm
tares? None
read, it is
p!l‘es,dand- ““
the doctrine mere fally
plainly by reading the testimony of the
apostles who

inances as

e could have
understood.

House of

whatever

the followin

concerning
the eontin

tion of the lesser priesthood. 1t iy trye
that with the latter we could baptize
but it does not lmgll‘t the power to con-
fer the Holy G

church might have the power to ad-
minister in every ordinance of the gos-

ost; and that this

again restored,

pel, the ap P was

‘which holds all the keys, authorities
and powers to administer, not only in
the outward ordinanees, but also to con-

fer the spirit of the living God:—That

is the authority of the higher priest-
hood, and, like the authority of the

lesser priesthood, was sent down from
Heaven and restored to the earth iu

these last days; and of all the religious
denominations

arth, it is pou:ased bth.h Lat,“f {%h“
e A y the ter-da
Saints only. None of the others mnhﬁ
the least pretensions to any such
wer.
When the Latter-day Baints ge forth
and find pﬁflo who will repentof their
ieve in Jesus Christ, we
command them, as the disciples of

Jesus did anciently, to be bapt for

the remission of their sins, and then

‘we promise them with all boldness and

confidence before God, being authorized
from the Heavens to do so, that they
shall receive the Holy Ghost by the
laying on of the hands of the elders.
e do not say you may receive it, or it
is probable the Lord will give it you;
but we make & sure and certain promise

that if they will faithfully comply with
the conditions on which its bestowal
is based, that they shall receive it. We
make this promise because we are com-
manded so to do; the Lord has sent us
forth to do it, and were we not to so
He would hurl us out of our places and
raise up others who would.

The apostleship has been restored by
Peter, James and John,—men who heid
the priesthood of the Aon of God, men
who had power to seal on earth and it
was sealed in heaven. These men,
commissioned and sent forth as holy
angels, laid their hands upon the heads
of the first elders of this ehurch, and
gave authority to them to ordain others
to the same priesthood and calling and
gsend them forth among the nations. It
is because the ple hawve obeyed the
ordinances of tggogoapel and have re-
ceived the bleesings promised that they

have gathered here to these mountains.

If it had not been for this these vales
would still be without Inhabitants ex-
cept the wild savages who formerly
roamed over their desert plains.

I have not time to enter into further
(p:articulars relative to the rise of this
hurch, the authority that has been
restored and the blessings that are re-
ceived. That God, who has sent His
Angel flying through the midst of
heaven, according to the tedtimony
given in the revelations of 8t. John,
with the everlasting gospel to be preach-
ed to every nation,kindred, tongue and
ple, may give you all the blessings
of that everlasting 1 sent from
heaven by angels, and all the blessings
of that priesthood, with its power to
seal npon the earth and in the heavens,
and that you may overcome and remasain
faithful to the end, and obtain eternal
life in His Kingdom, is my prayer in

the name of Jesus. Amen,
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