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‘£he Cramps at Philadelpbla cowld bplld -
JRusslan warships for less money and
In half the time the Frenchmex could

BRITAIN Vs, RUSssia.

The war eclouds wlill not djsappear,
The war dogs are at the doors of their
kennels tugglng at their chains and
geeKing to be unleashed that they may
Epring-upon each other and begin the
ghastly carnival for which they have
been yearning so long. The appearances
are that thelr brufish appetites are not
much longer 4o be unappeased, but just
when or exactly where the sangulnary
saturnalia will begln’is still to some ex?
tent a matter of conjecture. The spirit
of desdly contentlon Is in the alr, 1t has
entered into and taken possession of
the souls of men 4in high places, and
while there ls now and) them a subsi-
dence Iln some measure of the feeling,
it {3 by no means dissipated, only held
in check for a more favorable oppor-
2unity to glve it expression.

A week ago, and for some weeks
previcusly, it looked as If the British
channe] and the French Atlantie coast
were to be the storm center, hut the
ecene has shifted, at least temporarily,
and presented portheastern China as
the most tikely field for the commence-
rient of the great struggle. It may be
that this also wil] he changed, for the
reason that since Russla began prepar-
atlons for selzlng more Chinese terri-
tory the events which were expected
tc mature have, as previcusly sug-
gested, experlenced at least a tempor-
‘ary subsidence, these events being the
breéaking out of hostilities bebtween the
Engllsh and French. Actlngsupon thls
probability, 1t seems that a Russian
force had already taken possesslon of
the town of Niu Chang in the province
of Leo Tong, together with the forts
at the mouth of the river Liaou, and
was not reslsted by the Chinese
troops. This is a valuable treaty port
through which a great volumé of Brit-
‘ish trade passes, and Its peossession by
Britain’s chlef rival In that part of the
world means a great deal more than
can be conveyed In a few words. Tt
means 80 much that all the British
warships In Chinese waters, amouniing
to two first-class battleships, two first-
class cruisers, one second-class
crulser, three first-class torpedo boats
and one first-class gunboat are helng
cleared and made ready for actlon.
This is omlnously significant.

It is now quite apparent to those
who keep a close watch, that all the
European pewers are playlng a wait-
Ing game, the chief ones simply hold-
ing back for an opening. The clreum-
stances herein spoken of diaclose this
to some extent at least, They are look-
ing for two or more of thelr num-
ber to become embroiled, and then if
efther of the others has any movement
in contemplation which would or might
have been reslsted but for such embroll-
ment, the forward step will be taken.
Tt seems that Russia, pursiuing this
plan, has made & mistake which could
not to he foreseen, hecause It seemed as
certain as any undeveloped thing eould
be that France and Great Britaln
would come to blows, It also shows that
there must have bheen voluminous
mental reservations In the mind of the
czar when he &ent out hls peace
eneyelleal,

It is a pecullar as well as a dangerous
prospect that is takine shape among the
European powers. When such a eondi-
tion of thing: exlsts as each wearing
an appearance of peaceful Intent mere-
Iy as a mask, white all the time watch-
Ing but for a favorable opportunity to
take the fleld and fight, but ecareful not
to unduly preclpltate matters by lend-
ing ald or encouragement to others, It

do jt.

The polnt that Mr. GGompers makes
is & time to be prepared for startling | 1s that the long work-day !s not the
events on very short notice. maost profitable to the emplover, In the

But for-the unshaken attitude of Great amount of lahor chtajned from hls.em-
Britain during our troubles with Spain, | ployes. ‘The conclusion upon this,pd]lr:t
the whole world might hy thils -time | is inevitable to those who will make
have been a seething caldron. It there- I actual Investlgatlon. The human
fore becomes notéworthy that that na.-l frame, under our methods of living, 1s
tlon alone is entitled to the measureless

capable of a certaln amount of exer-
honor of having preserved the natlons’ tlon. As to whether the maximum re-
peace for a time at least, but we all

turns from this can be attalned In eight
know that she wlll not continue In that

or ten hours may be a dlsputed polnt
attitude at thr expense of losing her own with many, but to the careful studenmt
prestige and righte.

Russia knows this|of econditions, It fs within the latter
full well, and wlth the ‘“ruler of the|period and not far above the eight-
waves” free from entanglements of a

hour Iimlt. Men may erowd under
“full steam'-for eight hours, or per-
haps nine, but when it comes to keeping
<hem at work cleven or twelve hours,
as ls noted in the French shipyards
and s the rule |n many hranches of
trade in Europe, the employe fs im-
pelled te put In time rather than work
and energy, to the detriment of bYoth
émployer-and employed.

Thia s the very polnt that Mr. Gom-
pers turns mo cleverly agalnst Mr.
Cramps, when the latter objects to an
elght-hour day. The shipbullder.how-
ever, yet has hls leeway hetween. an
eleht and a ten-hour day, rlnce the
Hlustration quoted goea heyond the last
There i1s just one more chance ta named perlod, But there Teading rep.
reach the boys at Manlla with Chrlat- reseﬂtétlves of e':;ppcmltm:l fortc_es eo;}' the-

work-da uestlon at least meet on
mas presents and such delleacles ag commonym%und that nnce whas denled
wlil be nrost acceptable to them. The to the labor advocates. namely, that
steamer sails from Sam Franelsco In| while men may be ‘‘pushed” success-
about a week, and all packages, sub- fully up to eight hours at teast. when
Ject to rules previously stated in these

the tlme passea ten hours the effect 1s
columns, that are received there wlth-|to compel employes to be Indolent out

In three days more will he forwarded. | of gheer self-defense or Inabbity to keep
In all cases the charges up to delivery un, and therefore s unprofitable to em-
at San Franeigco must be fully prepaid, ployera accord!ng. to the proportion of
and will now, to insure such dellvery, | the hours of labar.

grave character, would searcely care to
become Involved In a fight to a finish
with guch a ruler. Russia isn't ready
for it; her trans-Siberian rallway is
not yet completed, without which she
can scarcely hope to cope with Britaln
in a war Jn Asiatic territory, If Indeed
she ean well afford to do it then. As it
12, the Russiang may already have gone |
too far, and may have to retrace thelr|
steps or fight. It 1s a situation which
will undoubtedly be solved ope WAY or
another without great delay,

FOR THE BOYS AT MANILA.

!;nvedfio g0 by express, They should - —

e addressed in care of the depot

g‘uarl'iermas:er. 28 New Montgomery A
treet,

The list of new republics In the New
World has recelved the name of another
government, that of the United States
of Central America. By the compact
creating thls new TUnlted States, the
nations of Salvador, Nlcaragua and
Honduras go out of existence, and each
of those countries assume the role of a
atate in the federation which began
operationa under 'a provisional govern-

It hegins to seem more and more cer-
taln that the boys are hooked for &
long stay In the Islands. In fact, many
of them have already taken up an
abode there which will end only when
they are “called forth from the qulver-
Ing ground” and others are going the
same way every day. We canmot
reach them nor administer &ny other
comfort or consolation than wrltten

words or the little tokems whieh rela
-|ment on November 1zt, In due course
|t:levl'.|edE tﬂhﬂedrefrlends are mow permitted to of time, under the compact éntered In-

The opportunity hag ' pot
beer negiected, and alreadyy thousands
of tons of good and usefu! things are
©n the steamer consigmed to the val-
lant and enduring men Who waar the
uniform and malntain the flag of our
eountry Im the far-away land, This
may be the last chanece for a8 great
while, and those who have not already
avalled themselves of It have no time

to lose,
—

EIGHT HOURS A DAY, OR LONGER.

to. a permanent general government
will be formed. republican In character,
and the country will be governed by . a
president and congress, much the same
as this natlon Ia. while the trio of statea
composing it will stand ip the same’ fe-
jation to the general government as do
the wvarlous states 1n the Amerlean
Unton, -

In the U'nited States of Central Amer.
lea there ghould have heen five states,
and there prohably will be fn the course
of a few vears, The tweo that now stand
aloof. Guantamala and Costa Rlca, are”
impelled by petty jealousies and quar-
rels which are a bhar to their progréss
In elvillzatlon and will be a thorn In
their side until they are willing to step
up te the higher plane occupled’ by
their nelghbors.

The inauguration of the new govern-
ment i3 a loneg atride towards the pacl.
ficatlon, enlizhtenment and eivilization
of Central America. The small repub-
lles that have exlsted there seem dea-
tined never to succeed as Independent
nationa. The opportunities for dispute
are s0 many and the revolutionary ten-
dencie= of certafn elaraers of the people;
50 marked, that it {s imposible for them
to keep out of trouble for any extended
tlength of time. But with a greater
community of interest represented In

There are a great many people who
dlsagr'ee 48 well as a great many
who agree with Mr, Samuej L. Gom-
pers of the Amerlcan Federation’ of
Labor In the arguments he puts forth
for the various eclalms of hisg order; but
there ls one thing that his falrminded
though radieal opponents wili admit
readily, and that ls that when he ad-
vocates an elght-hour day he presents
his arguments and facts in a most tel.
ling manner. His latest action in this
regard Ig told of in Tuesday's dispateh-
es from Washington, Mr. Gompers
points out that whlle the workingmen
at shipyards In France worked longer
hours and for less wages than do the
men In the American shipyards, yet




