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BRITAIN VS RUSSIA

the war clouds will not disappear
the war dogs are at the doors of their
kennelsliennel s tugging at their chains and
seeking to be unleashed that they may
spring upon each other and beginbegin the
ghastly carnival for which they have
beenbeenyyearningearmIng so long the appearances
are that their brutish appetites are not
much longer to be unappeased but just
when or exactly where the sansanguinaryguinan
sasaturnaliaburnal la will begin isin still to some ealex
tent a matter of conjecture the spirit
of deadly contention is in the air it hashag
entered into and taken possession of4the souls of men in high places and
while there Isin now andiand then a subsi-
dence in some measure of the feeling
it is by no means dissipated only held
in check for a more favorable oppor-
tunity to give it expression

A week ago and for some weeks
previously it looked as if the british
channel and the french atlantic coast
were to be the storm center but the
scene has shifted at least temporarilytemporarytemp orar ily
and presented northeastern china asan
thethe most likely field for the commence
afiwentt of the great struggle it may be
tafttB att this also will be changed for the
reason that wincesince russia began prepar-
ations for seizing more chinese terri-
tory the events which were expected
to mature have asan previously sug-
gested experexperiencedfenced at least a tempor-
ary subsidence these events being the
breakingbyda king out of hostilities between theenglishglish and french Acting upon thisprobability it seems that a russian
force had already taken possession of
the town of niu chang in the province
of leo tong together with the fortsatat the mouth of the river and
was not resisted by the chinese
troopstrcops this is a valuable treaty port
ththroughrou which a great volume of brit-
toagh h araltradee passes and its possession by
BbritainaBritmainainsa chief rival in that part of the
world means a greatgrait deal more thancan bibe conveyed in a few words itmeansmans so0o much that all the british
wwarshipsar ships in chinese waters
to two first class battleships two firsteaso cruisers one second class
enitenil ser three first class torpedo boats
aridand oneona first class gunboat are being
cleared and made ready for action
this Is ominously significant

it is now quite apparent to those
whohb keep a close watch that all theeuropean powers are playing a wait-ing game the chief ones simply hold-
ing back for an opening the circum-
stancesir herein spoken of disclose this
to some extent at least they are look-ing for two or more of theirthedr num-
ber to become embroiled and then if
either of the others has any movement
in contemplation which would or might
have fienen resisted but for such embroil-
ment the forward step will be takenit seems that russia pursuing this
plan has made a mistake which could
notnottoto be foreseen because it seemeddeemed as
certain as any undeveloped thing could
be that prancefrance and great britain
would come to blows it also showsshown that
there must have been voluminous
mentaltal reservations in the mind of theelgarczar when he sent out his peace
encyclical I1

it toIs a peculiar asan well as a dangerous
iraarop eet that Is taking shape among theeuropeanpean powers when such a condi-
tion okof things exists as each wearing
an appearance of peaceful intent mere-
ly as a mask while all the time watch
UW but wrfdaa favorable opportunity totake the field and fight but careful not
to unduly precipitate matters by lend
tas9 aid or encouragement to others it

Is ILa time to be prepared for startlingevents on very hortabort notice I1

but forthefor the unshaken attitude of great
britain during our troubles with spain i

the whole world might by this time I1

have been a seething caldron it there-fore becomes noteworthy that that na
alone is entitled to the measurelesshonorofhonor of having preserved the nationspeace for a umetime at least but wewa allknow that she will not continue in thatattitude at ahr expense of losing her own

prestige and rights russia knows thisfull well and with the ruler of thewaves free from of agrave character would scarcely care tobecome involved in a fight to a finish
with such a ruler russia readyfor it her trans siberian railway isnot yet completed without which shecan scarcely hope to cope with britainin a war in asiatic territory if indeedshe can well afford to do it then As itis the russians may already have gone
too far and may have to retrace theirsteps or fight it is a situation which
will undoubtedly be solved one way or
another without great delay

FOR THE BOYS AT MANILA

there Is just one more chance to
reach the boys at manilaWa illis with christ
mas presents and such delicacies as
will be moot acceptable to them the
steamer sails from san francisco inabout a week and all packages sub-ject to rules previously stated in thesecolumns that are received there with-
in three days moreinore will be forwarforwardeddodin all cases the charges up to deliveryat sanban francisco must be fully prepaidprepaidand will now to insure such deliveryhave to go by express they shouldbe addressed in care of the depotquartermaster 26 new
street

it begins to seem more and more cer-tain that the boys are booked for along taystay11 toin the islands in fact manyof them have already taken up anaaabode there which will end onlyan ly whenthey are called forth from the quiver-ing ground and others are going thesamegame way every day we cannotreach them nor administer any othercomfort or consolationcou than writtenwords or the little tokens which rela-tives and friends are now permitted tosend there the opportunityopPortunIty has I1 notbeair neglected and already thousandsof tonsbona of good and useful thingson the aresteamer consigned to the valIA and enduring men who wear theuniform and maintain the flag otof ourcountry in the farawayfar away land thismay be the last chance for a greatwhile and those who have not alreadyavailed
to lose

themselves ofat itif have no time

RIGHTBIGHT HOURS A DAY OROB LONGERLONGen
there are a great many people whodisagree as well as a great many

who agree with mr samuel L gom-
pers ofo f the american federation oflabor in the arguments heh puts forthfor the various claims of his order butthere Isie one thing that histhough radical opponents will admitreadily and that Is that when he ad-vocates an eight hour day he presents
his arguments and facts in a most tel-ling mannermahner his latest action in thisregard is told of in tuesdays dispatch-es from washington mr gompers
points out that while the workingmenat shipyards in france worked longer
hours and for less wavewages than do themen in the amerleanamerican shipyards yet

40ci cramps at
aluttianlan warshipswari hips for less kojm
in halthalf the time the Frenchfrenchmenmeitebot
da it
the point that mr gompers malcia

Is that the long workdaywork day laIs not ahehe
most profitable to the employerera in theamount of labor obtained from his erem-ployee the conclusion upon this pointP tIs inevitable to those who wllwill mmakemte
actual investigation the humanbuninframe under our methods of uvan Ascapable of a certain of emereaser
alon As to whether the maximum re-turns from this can be attained in eight
or ten hours may be a disputed point
with many but to the careful student
of conditions it Is within the latter
period and not far above the eight
hour limit men may crowd under

full steam for eight hours or per-
haps nine but when it comes to keeping
them at work eleven or twelve hommas Is noted in the french shipyards
and Is the rule in many branchesbrancheB ofttrade in europe the employed Is im-
pelled to put in time rather than wmworkand energy to the detriment of bothemployer and employed

this Is the very point that mr gottgoat
persper furns so0 o cleverly against mrcramps when the latter objects to aneight hohourur day the shipbuilder how
ever yet has his leeway bebetweenteen an
eight and a ten hour day since the
illustration quoted goes beyond thelastthe baat 1

named period but these leading belpr 7

of opposing forces on the iworkdayworork kdday question at least meet on
common ground that nniennce was denied
to the babor advocates namely ahat 1

while men may be pushed success
fully up to eight hours at least when
the time passes ten hours the effect is
to compel employedemp loyes to be indolent out
of sheer self defense or inability to kepkeep
uplur and therefore Is to em-
ployers according to the proportion ptof
the hours of labor 33

A NEW STATES

the list of new republics in the jewew
world has received the name of another
government that of the united states
of central america by the ccompactom capt
creating this new united statstateses thehe
nations of salvador nicaragua andaad
honduras go out of existence and each
of those countries assume the role of a
state in the federation which began
operations under a provisional govern
ment on november in due course
of time under the compact entered in-
to a permanent general government
willwill be formed republican in characharacterctet
and the country will be governed by a
president and congress much the samegame
as this nation Is while the trio of states
composing it will stand in the iamelesame re-
lation to the general government fitsas hodo
the various states in the Ameamerican
TTTunionTn ton

in the united states of centralcenti al amer-
ica there should have been five states
and there probably will be in the course
of a few years the two thatthai now ststandd
aloof Guan tamala and costa rica areaare
impelled by petty jealousies and quar-
rels which are a bar to thedr progress
in civilization and will be a thorn in
their side until they are willing to step
up to the higher plane occupied by
the lr neighbors

the inauguration of the new govern-
ment is a lonorloner stride towards the paci-
ficationfi enlightenment and civilization
of central america the small repub-
lics that have existed there seem ddes-
tined never to succeed as independent
nationsnat lons the opportunities for dispute
are soBO many and the revolutionary ttext
dencler of certain elates odtheof the peoRso marked that it is for-tfor
to keep out ofof trouble foror any extended x1 V1

1

length of time but with a greater
community otof interest aixla


