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AN IMPORTANT CASE BFFORE THE
U. S. SUPREME COURT.

An important and iuteresting case is
now engaging the attention of the
Bupreme Court of the United Btates,
it beiug n tust of the celebratad Miner
electoral law o° Mi :higan. A ec.uple
ot yeurs ago the Democratle party of
the Wolverlne Biate, finding tteelf for
the first time sines the war In posacs-
glon of every department of the Jocal
government, cast about it to discover
where puolitiea]l andvaptages might be
had snd utllized, and about the first
thing that occtl red to the leaders wae
the ezactment of euoh a law a8 would
ronder it impossibie for the Republl-
cane thereafter to have everything
thelir own wa) ag formerly. Armed
with such & purpose, a legislator named
Miner thrust his shinisg harpoon iot)
the wrters of inventive diplomacy and
pulled forth a scheme U» secure tu
the Democracy &8 proportion o’
the electoral vote of the state

for President and Vice-President;
thie to be accomplished by hav-
ingy the electors chosen by Con-

gresaional disiricts instead of in bolk hy
the people of the whole stite, the pariy
recelving more votes thnu any other
thus iaking sll the electors. The Dem-
ocrats ean nenrly always,nnd generatly
do, carry s falr proportion of the dis-
tricte, but carrying the piate itsell o a
feat which, ns previously ret out, doex
not hipped tu them so frequently, say
once in thirty years or thereabout.
Michigan has eleven members of Con-
gress and a corresponding number of
electors, beelues two more at Jarge,
correspondin: with the state’s repre-
sentation in the Henate; there two the
Miper bili propoeed to nlwo separate,
havinyg vne purt of Lhe etate,w hich was
described, elect one apd the rest of it
the other. It is only stating the case
fairly to say that the bill aimed at fatr-
pesy in this, no mnatter whether ite
author eo intended or not; for it had one
of the sectione as hopelersly Democstatic
a3 good judgment based upon past
politics] experience could make it, and
the Democracy being thus huwidled
together 'or electlon purposes In one of
the grand districts, wouid of nece:-
pity make the other one just as hope-
Jewsly Republican.  What conld be
more impartisl thano that? A perfect-
ly equn) Jivieion—who bad any rlght
to complein of so equitable an udjust-
ment? Thedistricts were to be fuught
for emch by Iteel, and each would
have tojuok out lor itself; but if the
Democrats beld the ones they carrled
two years ago they would have nine of
them and the Republicans two, mak-
Ing the electoral vote of the state
gtand ten for Cleveland nnd three for
Harrison, Joetead of thirteen for the
Iatter, a3 would undoubtediy be the
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case under the old plan. Now the
miod that could deviee s0 excellent an
arrapgement As that deserves some-
thing better than rebuffs and hersh
criticisme, but Mr. Miner fs gntting
and has got from hie friends the enemy
an shundant quantity of both.

Weii, the Republicans are go thor.
oughly diseatinfled with the ‘‘deal’
that they have carried it, as sugeested,
to the highest tribupal in the land,
They bad previously tested it in the
highest court of the state, and the case
hed gons againat them, that bady hold-
ing that ihe ]Jaw wss constitutionnl.
[t is perhnpa proper to observe thnat
while the ]law was pasped putciy for
political advantage an in the fnterest
of a politieal party, It bas been and iu
being resisted on precisely the same
g¢rounds and with the sasme ohjects ip
view. I'n {act, Atturney General Miller,
of counsel for the Republicans before
the Bupreme Court, aimitted as much
in hie argument yesteruny. 8ald he:
“] am peorfectly well aware that the
people bhave been robbed by unjuat
apportionments hy theparty to which I
be[omng a3 well as by the party tc wbich
I am opposed, and it la high time the
courts should pay to those worthive that
it 1a just ae mnch Jarceny tosteal politt-
oal rights as to atesl privale property.*?
Very true, Mr. Mi]ler; the people ol
Uiab would spgplaud you for that state.
ment if you were pear enough to hear
them do it.

Viewed and coneidered simply Bs »
questlon of law, we ure unabie to sze
how the Unlted B:ates Supreme Court
csn do otherwise than did the Michi.
gan Bupreme Court, by afirming the
constitutionality of the law. Io con-
struing & caee of this kind, of course
2J1 considerativn of thie, that or an-
other party being favoared or injured
will be set nside and the adjudication
had upon the broad ground of whether
or not the ensctment i or is not in
consonance with the ¢xpress terma of
the great charter of the country. This
Jnstrument, it would peem, makes it »
very plain c.p¢; It rays the electors {of
Preside t and {ice- Prestden t) in each
atate “shal]l he appointed in such man-
ner ap tbe Jeglsiature thervof shali
direct.’”” This places the whole matter
within the control of the local law-
making body, and Il may proper-
ly direct_ 1hat all the people elect
ull the electors or that the choice
thereof he confined to Jdistricts, ench
viecting Itsa own., This is precisely
what the Michigan legislature did,
and if it di¢ wreng the fault would
svem (o be with the Cunetitution and
not with the power actlog pursuznt
thereto. The only gruund on which
the national court could interfere, it
would =eem, would be where inegunality
or unfair tests in the matter of voting
were pre-crived, and this does notserm
to have been dope in the Micbigsn
cape, even 1! the practical results
nimed at were more {uvorable to gne
purty than they previously were,

However, ss an authorily hase it,
the Bupreme Conrt is presuwmed to
know something;"” and before settling
down to a conciusion on the subject, It
would perhaps he as well to wait and
see what this august tribunal bas Lo
say lo the matter.

A pew paper Lag sprung into exiel-
ence at Richfleld, publisbhed by the 8.
8. sendemy.

WITH INTENT TO DECEIVE.

‘The people in the raflroad Interesta
are giving it out that if ebippers do not
accept compromises il ments cndlems

litigation; that fg, it wlll nDecessitate a
la r8uit oo every sbhipment lo get the
advantage of any Jecision that might
be obtalued from the foterstate Com-
werce Commiss on.

The facts are the very opposite of
thie, If A cawe i tried befure the
gommission and the suit is favorable,
they will make a schedule of maxi-
mum rates; sho' Jd the raliroads ignore
their decision, the Chamber of
Cummerce would then apply to
a Unpited Biates circuit court
for & restraining order tu prevent the
ridlroads from coliecting more than the
rates set hy the commission. It would
pe heanl s B case of equity, and the
Andings of fact and the decislon of the
commirsion would be taken as prima
tacie evidence. The ipjunction wouid
be granted and the rallroad woiuldthen
bave to appeal to the Bupreme Court
of the United States. Peonding the ap-
peal they would he compellsJ to accept
the rates fixed by the commisslon.

ANOTHER FAMINE IN RUSSIA.

The horrors of the Jate Rupslan fum-
ine were no pooner dissipated by relief
than from the same source come
ominous forebodinge of still further

distress from the sume caume. These
portents huve grown apsce as (0 fre-
quency sand materialization, nnd it
would seem as though the peasantryin
spme portions of the empire, like those
of [reland, were foredoomed to cesse-
jees hunger so long a8y they remain
where they sre. Whether it be through
bad mansgement, jwor sofl, over-popu-
lation or what net, we do not know;
the unwelcome condition ftself je
known and tbrestens to become even
more familiar then hitherto.

A recenl number of the RBoston
Herald, iv an arlicle discussing this
importsnt and distressing esubject,
glves a report of Major Law,
commercial attache of - the Rrit-
ish e¢mbasay at Ht.  Petersburg.
It throwe rome im portant light on the
future of Russlan tillage farming and
points out what are claimed to be the
reasons why the famine of last year is
likely to be repested in time to come.
He bears rbundant t=stimony to the
exceilent spirit in which the pation a8
& whole met the famloe of last year,
apd commends the werlthier clasees
for the ““magnificent reif-sacrifice and
devotion?” displayed in relieviog it,
but the evils which tbreaten tillage
furmiong in Rueeia are such that no
smount of care in the near future cand
prevent the repetition of the famiue.
‘“The reasons far thls are peveral,’
vays the report; ‘‘ome ls that the Jund
is held io common by each village
commupity, and that the roll I8 period-
ically distributed among the vilager
ueually fer a term of three yesaréa.
The holding i8 lor ev short o time LLAL
no villager expects to spe d mouney orf
lahor in improving his allotment
and the land copsetantly deteriv-
ratea in ‘its productive power. Then
the severance of the ties hetwcen tbe
great lund owners Apd  their peasantd
bas allowed the village ueur.r to come



