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portions are made distlnet after dry-
Ing by a paler tint, evidently due to
removal of some of the starch size. The
reactions—somewhat less distinet—may
be made to appear on paper that has
been entirely moistened and dried, like
o letter copled in a press. Even erased

pencil marks may be brought out on a-

highly-sized surface.

Many nervous and mental conditions
not easlly explained are attributed by
Prof. Desplats to auto-hypnotism. In
one example, a young man was hypno-
tized by the sight of a pair of shinlng
scigsors or the revolving wheels of a
bicyele, and performed singular ac-
tions; while another man became hyp-
notized on meeting the gaze of a cer-
tatn friend, which became so unendur-
able to both that they separated to
distant towns, Hypnotism In sport
is very dangerous, as It leads to sus-
ceptibility that may bring serious re-
sults,

Seeking to determine the minimum
energy capable of working the Atlantic
cable, the operator at Valencia, In
1866, sent vigorous signals by means of
& battery cell made from a lady's sfl-
ver thimble. Not to be outdone, the
American operator made a battery
from an empty gun-cap and a tiny
strip of zineg, and with this transmitted
faint but Intelligible signals from
Heart's Content. The gun-cap bat-
tery.according to The Electrical World,
fs now [n possession of Mr. H. H. Ward
of New York.

An ohbserver, having noted a large
iron steamer, which, on a temporary
gridiron between abselute dryness and
partial flotation, was deflected eight
inches, a correapondent of Engineering
delares that the vessel must have been
badly stralned. In experiments on the
Clyde, large stepl steamers under vary-
ing loads have shown no deflection
equal to one Inch in thelr entire length.

Rosin melted with six nr efght parts
of tard I8 recommended by Prof. Olm-
atead as the best protection for iron
or steel Instruments. :

Our theories of certain perplexing
phenomena are likely to be considera-
bly modifed bv the researches Prof.
Goldstein 18 carrying on~at the Royal
Astronomical observatory at Rorlin
A fact well known is that when a
golid body is interposed in the path of
the eathode rays in a vacuum tube, it
becomes itself a secondary source of
cathnde rays, upon which the primary
cathode appears to exercise a repul-
pive action; and this has suggested
the thedry that the sun is a primary
ecathode, sending out cathode rays to
immense distances, and that the solid
or gaseous nucleus of a comet {3 a
secondary cathode, which sends out
cathode rays always directed away
from the sun. The secondary rays
are the vislble tail of the comet. In
the remarkable experiments galready
nmade, Prof. Goldstein has reproduced
in his wvacuum tubes most of the phe-
nomena of comet’s tails, while he
hopes to be able to explain such other
mysteries as to the red flames and
prominences seen around the eclipsed
sun,with the magnetic storm.s,auroras,
thunderstorms and other terrestrial
phenomena supposed to be influenced
by solar action.

Rubber tubing is used as a core for
casting pipes for underground service
in the novel method of a French en-
gineer. The trench is dug and given
a2 bottom of cement mortar, then the
tublng—covered with eanvass and in-
flated—ig placed on thls bottom, and
the trench Is fillled up with cement
mortar. When this has set, the rub-
ber core i deflated and removed for
use elgewhere. This plan for mould-

ing conduits is simple and economical,
and six-inch pipes from hydrauvlic lime
and sand are said to have been made
at seven or eight cents a foot.
“Manjak,” or “glance pitch,” now
belng exported from Barbadoes in in-
creaslng quantity, 1 a kind of petrole-
um In bituminous form, and is found
in veins, like coal seams. When pow-
dered,it is capable of producing a great
amount of heat. Its low melting
point makes it difficult to use for fire,

, but this difficulty has been largely
overcome—and & valuable fuel pro-
duced—by mixing it with infusorial
earth, which is found in the same lo-
cality.

Pegamold, for rendering asbestos,
paper, ete¢.,, impermeable and proof

against acids and grease, is a lquld
made by dissolving celluoid in alco-
hol. On applying, the alcohol s
driven off by heat.

[COMMUNICATED.]
THE POLITICAL CRISIS.

The opponents of non-partisan rule
in municipal affairs have said all that
possaibly could be said agalnst that
movement, and they have no doubt as
diligently sought for and said all that
could be said in straight party defense.
Much of the former was un-
falr and untrue, and much of
the latter was assumption and in no
way applicable to the situation. It has
never been hinted by the reform move-
ment that there were no good men in
the ranks of party., One of the argu-
ments has been that the success of
either party (as such) was to ignore all
other persons In the distribution of
patronage and to make of office an un-
yvielding wehicle for continuing the tri-
umphant party {n power.

It s easfly seen that where parties
are nearly equal, representation of the
minority becomes an impossibility,
which in local affairs is manifestly un-
Just. Under non-partisan control the
very best of’ citizens ¢an be culled as
public servants, with great advantage
to publie interests and to the securing
of the present great need and aim, viz:
an economical administration of iocal
mattera as understood, not by politl-
cians but by conservative business
men. In opposition to this the ques-
tion has been asked In a kind of defi-
ant way by one party: "Have we not
glven you a clean and economleal ad-
minlstration tn Sait Lake county by
ntembers of our party?' To those who
are familiar with the honorable com-
missioners the elaim is vold, for they
have acted as men, as Interested citl-
zens who had individually something
at stake, and alao as the guardians of
what others had at stake as well
They would have been just as valiant
tor economy if they had belonged to
the opposite party, to any other or
to none at all, and after all the county
vote never was, nelther can it be; as
subject to transient wvoters and impe-
cunious aids as have too often deter-
mined our city elections.

There are good men, similar men,
on the political party tickets. but their
subgerviency to rarty ls predicated of
them all, and issues ke that of silver
are 1injected intoe the platform and
deemed essential when their ideas
on that and many other questions are
of no moment whatever in the con-
teat, elther here or abroad. “What
cares any but the rank partisan be-
yond our borders what political com-
plexion our coming Mayor or city
fathers may be of? Or if they do as-
sume to give any fictitious value to
public action here, every honest citizen
would say: “Present and local salva-
tinn iz what we are seeking now;
whenever the exigencies arise, requir-
ing an expression of pubiic Sentiment
on the silver questlon. the people of
Utah and Salt Lake City will vindi-

cate their attitude on that as before
and with no less uncertaln sound.”

Some little controversy has arlsen In
regard to political methods in “the
mother country,” and some very silly
things have been sald thereon. The
facts are that the spirit and methods
of the two countries are "as far asun-
der as the poles.” Practically, it may
be said that politics there do not en-
ter either into local or even national
affairs. English methods of our day at
least never could have crystalized fnto
general acceptance the Amer-
ican proverb, that “to the
victors belong the spolils;"” for
when KRosebery or Gladstone on ap-
peal to the country is superseded by
Salisbury, no man is meoved from any
position of public service or emolument
save the advisers or cabinet; which is
really the governing power of that
wise and conservative country. And the
expenses of a general election are to-
day probably less than is now being
spent for the election of a senator from
Illinois, where, according to the dis-
patches, “money is by ‘Hanna' ‘being
lavished ke water,” and even the
Chief Executive is said to be about to
“stoop from hls lofty station™ to secure
senatorial honors for a man who is
claimed to be without any qualifica-
tlon save *"ignorant effrontery’” for so
exalted a position. When the fast
ministerial crisis occurred in Kngland
it was only two weeks from the issue
of the writ until the election was over
and the complexion of the new Parlia-
ment determined. which also de-
termined the question for the incom-
ing premier, who assumed the reins of
power and formed a cabinet In harmony
with the expressed sentiments of the
voting population, now approaching
American universality. The modifica-
tlon there exlisting would save this
State and cily, to say nothing of the
country at large, from much viclous
political chicanery and f{rom the posi-
tive though ignored rule of an element
not Infrequently bought or sold.

The Citizens" Reform party may not
accomnplish all that it desires now, but
it 18 something to have realized the
necessity for a change, and the more
the taxpaying citizens study thls ques-
tion, the more numerous will its ad-
herents become, for it i founded on
common sense and the instinct of self-
preservation. The principle invoived
will survive the slurs and Inuendoes of
office seekers and scheming politi-
ecfans. It will spread throughout the
Htate as the people become educated
aright, and it will be men, not alto-
gether measures—the latter will assur-
edly be good if the elected men are
patriotic, true and good. The coming
election will be a turning point in
the history of this city. The Citlizens'
party will* become a permanpent one
it it remalns true to the promlse of
fts creation. Men will be promoted to
positions of honor, responsibllity and
trust because of character and because
of their pride in local growth. The
question of politics as to [ssues which
can only be settled elsewhere, while
ignored as of no moment in the gov-
ernment of a city or county, or per-
haps even a state, will ind ample ex-
position in the choice of senators and
representatives who may go hence to
vitalize In national statutes that
which 5 altogether beyond the pre-
rogative of even a so-called sovereign
state,

The attitude of the "News™ as shown
by Its utterances proves it to be the
thoughtful, persistent frlend of the
whole people, It 13 the advoeate of
peace and union, the foe of extrava-
gance and finanelal slavery. It voices
the Inner thought of many who for
the moment may not clearly see that
the shackles of party are the chains
of blgotry, rapacity and slavery un-
worthy of free and thoughtful men,



