
lng Patriarchlal Marriage have a ten now speaking, as witheuvi mtlolz aXlnn. the act of taking more wive bcrial power. He had four wives our--,
fng hia life, and committed numerous

the-evening-new-
s:

ly, are to ftxrzlons to cast out and 'perse-
cute the Latter-da- y Balntau

If wo lck abroad and-peru-se the re-
cords of every day life throughout the
whele of Christendom, we find that
crimes of every hue. and of the .most
appalling and revolting character nre
connntiy committed, exciting neither
anwiWk m.m1 lfAi WYKaP1T'

adultery, seduction and every species of
villainy known in the voluminous - cata-
logue of crime, in modern times, are (

re-

garded as mere matters or Ordinary oc
currenoe. and yet therr'is a true and crjrjllif grand-nephew-," the Emperor An

than one be such a vile crime, ana so
abominable In the sight of God: .for If it
be evil In the sight or the LorU to-oa-y,

mm Kn s t Ha. arrlntnrM Inform US
k .m ma -

that He changes not.VHe is the same
yesterday, to-da-y and. forever,' and is
without variableness or the shadow of
turning. Bat instead of condemnation,
God revealed himself continually to His
friend Abraham, teaching His will nn-t- o

him, revealing all things concerning
the future It was necessary for him to
understand, -- and promising . hlm that,
though he had been blessed with a son,
Ishmael, yet in Isaac, a child ofpromise,
not yet born, should his seed be called.
Abraham .warn to hv yet another son;
Karah. In her old aire, because of her
faithJtoeseci4,cJf he willingness
la compiywittt tneiremremeu
raveiaUons-o- f God.f-- w hv on
rTtvon nntn her. Buch. an . event
wsj so unheard of among women at "her
time of lio that, thougn tne ixra prom
ised it, she could .not help laugmng at
the Idea. But God fulfilled His promise,
and In due time, Isaac was bora, and was
greatly blessed of the Lord.

Determined to try His faithful servant
Abraham to the uttermost, the Lord,
some years after the birth of this son, in
whom He had promised that Abraham's
teed should be called, required him to
offer u Jt this boy as a burnt offering to
Him; and Abraham, nothing doubting,
but full of faith and integrity, and of de-
votion to his God, proved himself worthy
of therhonorcd title that had been con-
ferred upon him, namely, "the Friend of
God,", by taking his eon Isaac, in whom
most of hia hopes for the future centred,
up the mountain, and there, having
built tho altar, he bound the victim and
with knife uplifted was about to strike
the fatal blow, when the ' angel of the
Lord cried out of heaven commanding
him not to slay fil son J l iThi fcord was
satisfied; having tried nlm to tho utter- -
most.-an- d found -- him willing even to
shed the blood of his well-belov- ed son.

The ord was so pleased with the
faithfulness of Abraham, that Ho gave
onto him th irreatest promise He 'could
give to any: human' being on the face of
the earth. What do you think was the
nature of that promise? Did He promise
to Abraham a crown of eternal glory?
Did He romisto him that ho ahould
be In the presence of the Lamb, that ho
should tuna his harp and lncr praises to
God and the Lamb, throughout the end-
less ages of eternity? Let me quote It to
yon, and it would be well If all the in
habitants of the earth would reflect upon
1L bald the Lord:

"In blessing I will bless thee, and in
multiplying I will multiply thy seed i

the stars of heaven and as the sand
which Is upon the seashore; and thy
seed shall possess tho gate of hla ene
mies." -- 'a: r . :

This was the promise which God gave
to Abraham, in that nour or nis tri-
umph, in that hour when there was joy
in heaven over the faithfulness of one of
God's noblest and most devoted sons.
Think of the greatness of this blessine!
Can you .count, the stars ofheavenror
even the grains of a handful of sand?
No, it is beyond the power of earth's
most gifted sons to do cither, and yetuo promised to Abraham that his seed
should be as Innumerable as the stars of
heaven or as the sand on the sea-shor- e..

How similar, was this promise of God
to Aoranam to tnat mauc oy Jesus as a
reward for faithfulness to those who fol
lowed Ulml Bald Jesus, he thai fonkea
brothers or sisters, houses of lands, father
or mother, wives or children, shall re
ceive a hundred fold in this life with
persecution, and eternal life in the world
to come.

A very similar blessing to that which
God, long before; had made to Abraham,
and couched in very similar terms.

It Is pertinent for us to inquire, on the
present occasion, how the promises made
by Jesus and His Father, in ages of the
world separated by a long interval the
one from the other could be realized un
der the system which prevails throughout (Jhristendom at the present day? in
the xnonogamlc system, under which
the possession of more than one living
wife Is regarded as such a crime, and as
being so tearfully immoral, how, could
the promise of the Savior to his faithful
followers, that they should have a hun-
dredfold of wives and children, in this
present life, ever be realized? There is a
way which God has provided In a re-
velation given to this Church, in which
He says: . :'"'Strait Is the gate, and narrow the
way that leadeth unto the exaltation and
continuation of the lives, and few.thero
be that find It. because ye receive me
net in the world, neither do ye know
me."

God revealed that' strait and narrow
way to Abraham, and taught him how
he cduld enter therein. lie taught him
the principle of plurality of wives: Abra
ham practiced It and. bequeathed it to
his children as a principle which thev
were to practice. Under such a systemit was, e comparatively easy matter for
men to have a hundred fold of wives.
children,' fathers, mothers, brothers, sis-
ters and everything else in proportion;and in no other way could the promises
ofJesus bo reallxed by His followers.
than In the way God has provided, and
which He has revealed to His Church
and people In these latter-day- s.

I have felt led to dwell upon these
few passages, from the sayings of Jesus,to show you that there are abundance, oi
scriptural proofs In favor of this princi-
ple and the position this Church has as-
sumed, !u addition, toJtharfl .previously
rcierrcuio,
It Is a blessed thing to know that, in this

as every other doctrine and princlplo
taught by. luiae s Church, - we are sus
tained by the revelations God gave to
His people anciently. Oneof the strong-est supports the Elders of this Church
have had; In their labors among the na-
tions, was tho knowledge that the Bible
and-- New - Testament , sustained everv
principle they advanced to the people.When they preached faith, reneutance.
baptianv for the remission of Bins, the
laying on of hands for tho reception of
the 'Holy Ghost;-- the gathering of tho
people! from the nations, tlve rbuiIdLnr
of Jerusalem, th second 'eotn!ng of
Christ, and every other principle ever
touched upon by them. It woa gratifyingto know that they were sustained, by the
scriptures, and that they could turn to
chapter and verse among the sayings of
Jesus and His Apoetlcs. or amonir those
of the ancient prophets, In confirmation!or every doctrine they ever attempted to
bring to the attention of those to whom
they ministered, There Is nothing with
which the Latter-da- y Saints can, with
more confidence, refer! ta tho scripturesfor confirmation and support, than the
doctrine of plural marriage" which at
the present time, among one of tho most
wlclced. adulterous and corrnnt rnrra
tions the world has ever aceji, is somuch
hated, and for which mankind gtneral- -

dency to elevate the entire sex, and giveau the v privilege or oemg honored ma
trons and respected wives.- - There are
no refuse among us, no class to be cast
out, scorned and condemned; out every
woman who chooses, can be an honored
wife and move In-societ- y in the- - enjoy
ment or every rieht-whic- h woman
should enjoy to make her -- the equal of
man as xar as she can be his equal.

This is the result of the revelations of
the gospel unto us, and the effect of the
preaching and practice of this principle
in our midst. I know, however, that
there are those who shrink from this,
who feel. their hearts rebel against the
principle, because of the equality which
ft bestows on the sex. They would like
to be the honored few, the aristocrats
of Bociety as it Were,' while their sisters
might perish on every hand around
them. Thev would not. if they could.
extend their hands to save their sisters
from a life of degradation. This Is wrong
and a thing which God Is displeased at.
He has revealed this principle 4nd com-
manded His servants to take wives.
What for? That they may obey His
great command, a command by which
Eternitv is peopled., a command by
which Abraham's seed shall become as
the stars of. heaven for multitude,
and as the sand on the sea shore, that
cannot be counted He has given to us
this command, and shall we, the stern-
er sex, submit to all the: difficulties
and trials entailed in carrying it out?
Shall we submit to all the afflictions and
labor incident to this life to save our
sisters, while many of you who are of
he same sex, whose hearts ought to
beat for their salvation as strongly as
ours do, will not help us? I leave you
all to answer. ,There is a day of reckon
lng coming when you will he held ac-
countable as well as we'. Every woman
In this Church should join heart and
hand in this great work, which has for
its result, the redemption of the sexes,
both male and female. iNo woman
should slacken her hand or withhold
her influence, but every one should seek
hv nravpr and faith unto God for the
strength and grace necessary to enable
her to do so. "But," Bays one. "is not
this a trial, and does It not Inflict upon
us unnecessary trials?' ' There are afliic-tion-s

and trials connected with this
principle. It is necessary there should
be. Is there any law that God reveals
unattended with a trial of some kind?
Think of the time, you who are adults,
and wero born in the nations,
when vou joined the Church!
Think of the trials connected with your
esnousal of 'the crosnel. Did It not try
vou to eo-fort- h and be baptized? Did It
not try you, when called upon to gather.
to leave your homes ana nearest an
dearest friends, as many of you have
done? Did It not try you to do a great
manv thincrs you have been required to
do In the crosnel? Everv law of the cos--

V7 Am 3 -
Hoelhas a trial connected with it. and the
higher the law the greater the trial; and
as we ascend nearer and nearer to tne
Lord our God we shall have greater
trials to contend with in purifying our-
selves before Him. He has helped us
this far. He has helped us to conquer
our selfish feelings, and when our sisters
seek unto Him He helps them to over-
come their feelings; Ho gives them
streneth to overcome their selfishness
and jealousy. There is not a woman
under the sound of my voice to-da-y, but
can bear witness of this, if she has tried
it. You, sisters, whose husbands have
taken other wives, can you not be&r tes
timony that the principle has purified
your hearts, made you less selfish
brought you nearer to God and given you
power you never had before? There are
hundreds within the sound ofmy voice
to-da- y, both men and women, who can
testify that this has been the effect that
the practice of this principle has had upon mem.

-- 1 am 8peaking now of what are called
the spiritual benefits arising from the
righteous practice of this principle.
of this- - principle, we shall have a purer
community, a community more expe-
rienced, less selfish and with a higher
knowledge or human nature than anyother on the 1 faee of the earth. It has
already had this effect to a great extent,and its effects In these directions will in
crease as the practice of the" principleoecomes more general.A lady visitor remarked to me not
long ago in speaking upon this subject:"Were I man: I would feel differently
prooaDiy to wnat x ao; to your sex the
institution cannot be so objectionable."inis may be tne1 case to some extent.
but the practice of this principle Is byno means without Its - trials for the
males. The difficulties and perplexitiesconnected with the care of a numerous
family, to a man who has any ambition.
are so great that nothing short of the
revelations of God or the command of
Jesus Christ, would tempt men to enter
this order the mere increase of facilities
A.
to

. gratify tne
alower passions of ...our rxa

tures woum. oe no inducement to as
sume such an increase of grave responsi
bill ties." Theser desires have been im
planted in both male and female 'for
wise purpose, but their immoderate and
illegal irratification Is a source of evil
equal to that system of repression prevalent in tne wono, to which thousandsmust submit or criminate themselves.

justiiunK. in the slmrlo Slate of Mas.
sacnusetts, at the last census, there were
63,011 females more than males. Brother
jrratt, in his remarks on this snblect
truly remarked ' that the law of Massa
chusetts" makes-- ' these- - 63.011 -- females
i
either

.
old .maids. .or. rprostitutes,. .

for that
mw aays tney urau not marry a man
who has a wife. .'Think of this! And the
Bomo'istrue. to'a'greater,.

or less degreeA 1 m.m a .a fm -
mmugnom sui me oioer states, ror thefemales preponderate in every one. J

Thus far I have referred only to the
necessity and benefit of this nrinelnle
being practiced In a moral mint ofview.
I have said --nothing about 6ie physiological sjue ui me question, u nis is one or,If not the strongest' source of argumentIn Its favor but I do not propose to en-
ter into that branch of the subfect to anv
great 'extent on the present occasion.
We are all, both men and women, phy-
siologists enough to know that the pro-creati- ve

powers of man endure -- muchIon irer than thosfiof wnmnn
as some assert, that an equal number oi
tne sexes exist, What would this lead to?
Man must practice that which is vile and
low orsubmit to a system of - repression;because if he bo married to a woman
who Is physical ly : incapable," , he must
eiincr uo mmscir violence or what is far
U'l IWA ' lift fit. .w. nn . 11

dreadful and damning . practise of hav-
ing illegal : connection with women or
become altogether like the beasts. - Do
you not see that if these tilings were In-
troduced among our society they would
bo pregnant with tho worst results? The
greatest conceivable ; evils would result
thpi-pfmrn- ti TTaw 1m 4 (hi m 4V. wM

sequences of this system ofwhich I am j

ent time throughout all the 1r
may tUXn .1

uauu. x tl tiiU attempt "
conUnuaUymade to bring us totL. D

standard w wmpei us to gharfi tjjsame ev
When the principle of nWi: '

wives was revealed I was imf i tit
While reflecting on the subject 0f7'
sealing power which was then J-
taught, the case of Jacob, who had V s'

wives, occurred tome, and I imin2r
ately concluded that the time wIIS:
come when light connected with tTu
practice would be revealed to us J
people. X was therefore prepared for ti
principle when it was revealed.
U-- r K..t iV. 1 tUt I
A.uvvf ujmb uapmui, Lxie laying on
hands, the. gathering, and everything

there were no books in existence if threvebation itself were blotted out andthere was nothing written in its favoi-extan- t

among men, still I could be,;
testimony for myself that I know this ia principle which, if practiced in puriuand virtue, as it should be, will resultthe exaltation and benefit of the huniai.
family; and that it will exalt woiuauntil she is redeemed from the effects ofthe Fall, and from that curse pnniou needupon her In the beginning, l believethe correct practice of this principle willredeem woman from the ettects of that
curse.-nam- ely, "tliy desire shall be
thy husband and he shall rule ovJ
hee." All the evils connected with

jealousy have their origin in this, it ;

uaiuiai iui Jiiiixix lu cieiive tO illait itwas pronounced upon her in the 1

believe the time will come when, by tLe
Sractlce of the virtuous principles which

revealed, woman will be ema-
ncipated from that punishment and that
feeling. Will she cease to love niai."
No, it is not necessary for her to cease ti
love.

How is it among the nations oftearth? Why, women, in their yearning
after the other sex and in their desire fat
maternity, will do anything to erutifthafc instinct of their nature, and yield t
anything and be dishonored even ratJif
than not gratify it; and in consequent
of that which has been pronounced um
them, they are not held wcounhbk t"the same extent as men are. jjan
strong, he is "the head of waaa .

God will hold him responsible tuse of the influence he exercises oy?tvopposite sex. Hence we were told b
Brother Pratt that there are degrees of
glory, and that the faithful man mayrt-ceiv- e

the power ofGod, the greatest He
has ever bestowed upon man namely,the power of procreation. It i a godlike
lower, but how it is .abused! How men
debase themselves and the other sex byIts unlawful and impror exercise! We
were told there a glory to which alone
that power will be accorded in the life to
come. Still there will be millions of
womeirmved in tho kingdom of God,
while-inTi- n, through the abuse ofthL
precious gift, will not be counted worthyof such a privilege. And this verv pu-nishment will, in the end, be woman's
salvation, because she is not held accou-
ntable to the same degree that men are.

This is a subject that we would all do
well to reflect upon. There are many
points conriected with the question,
physiologically, that might be dwelt
upon with great advantage. I have heard
it said, and seen it printed, thatthechil-dre- n

born here under this system are not
so smart us others; that their eyes lack
lustre and that they are dull in intellect;
and many strangers, especially ladies,
when arriving here, are anxious to &ee

the children, having read accounts
which have led them to expect that moat
of the children born here are deficient
But the testimony of Professor Park, the
principal of the University of Deseret,
and of other leading teachers of the
young here, is that they never saw chi-
ldren with greater aptitude for the acqu-
isition or knowledge than the children
raised in this Territory. There are no
brighter children to be found in the
world than those born in this Territory.
Under the system of Patriarchal Ma-
rriage, the oflspring, besides being equa-
lly as bright and brighter intellectually,are much more he&lthv and stmne.
Need I go into particulars to prove thk?
To you whoare married there is no ne-

cessity ofdoing so; you know what I
mean. You all know that many women
are sent to the graveprematurely throurf
the evils they have to endure from their

husbands during pregnancy and lact-

ation, and that their children often su-

stain irremediable injury.
Another good nect of the institution

here is that you may travel throughout
our entire Territory, and virtue prevail?.
Our young live virtuously until they
marry. But how Is it under the niono-gami- c

system? v. Temptations are numer-
ous on every hand and young men fall a
prey to vice. An eminent medical pro-
fessor in New York, recently declared
while delivering a lecture to his class in
one. of the, colleges there, that n u-
nwanted a man twenty-fiv- e years of age,
free from. a certain disease, he would not
know where to find him. What a ter
rible statement to make! In this com

munity no such thing exists. Our boys
grow up in purity, honoring and respec-
ting virtue; our girls do the same; and
cue greui iiimp uieui are pun.
may be Impurities--1 Wre are human, and
it would not be consistent with our
knowledge ofhuman nature to say that
we are entirely pure, but we are me
most oure of anv neonle within the con
fines ofthe Republic ' We ' have fewer
unvirtuous boys" and girls in our midst
than any other community within the
range of my knowledge. Both scxe
grow np in vigor, health and purity.- These.-rn- v brethren and sisters, an4
some of the results which I wanted to al-

lude to in connection with this subject.
Much more might be said. ; There is not
a s man or woman who has listened to
me to-da-y, but he and she have thought?,
KMnm and nrtnimpnta tr sustain thl
principle passing thrpugh their minds
wnicir i have not toircnea upon, or u
touched upon at all,in a, Very hasty man
ner. - .7,,'fii; V.'c-Tl::- -:

The Question Arises' what .is going to
be done with this institution?. Will u
be overcome .The conclusion arrived at
nnnwfa'fhflt it Is God and the neOPiC
hrlL God ha revftaled. it. He must

sustain It we can not; we can not bear
ItofT, He must. .1 know that Napoleon
said 'Providence was on- - the side or me
honvtaat ll1n-c- r Mntf mqnv TTIPri thin K.

that God is on the side of the strongest
party. The Midianites probably though,
so when Gideon feU upon them witii

the Assyrians thought so hen
came down in their; migns wi"y"r;Israel. But God is xnlghtyr i1. v.

prevail; God will sustain that which lit
has ireVealed, and He wiU uphold i and

strengthen His servants anooca - :i.u - iTT. Tint fifTlIcteu OJ "
doubt; a shadow of doubt need not

adulteries.--. xus nxss wiw- -

early; but, becoming atuoiuoos, iue al-
liance did not suit him and, as the Ro
man law did not permi mm to retain
herandlto marry another, ne pu uer
away. He then married the.aaughter

f mnsul. thlnkincr to advance his in--
tPrMta thereby. She died, and a third
urns married. The third was divorced,
and he married a fourth, with whom he
was living at the time he was muruerea.

flrustu , Csesar. relened at the time r or
th birth of Christ.' He Is alluded to in
hlntorv aa... one of the , irreatest of the
Caesars: "he also had four wives. He dl
vorced one after anotherxcept the last,
who outlived i him. These men were
not ainfimlar in this nractlce: itwas com
mon in Rome; the Romans did not .be-

lieve in plurality of wives, but in di
vorcing ' them; ' 1 in "; takinsr wives ' for
oonvenlence and- - putting- - them away
whe they cot tired of them. In our
country J divorces are . increasing, yet
Roman 'like. -- men expect ' purity and
chastity from their wives they do not
Sractlce themtalves. - You recollect,

the famous answer of Csesar
when his wife was accused of an in-
trigue with an Infamous man. Borne
one asked Caesar why he had put away
his wife. Said he, "the wife of Csesar
must not only be incorrupt but unsus-
pected." He could not bear to have the
virtue of his wife even suspected, yet
his own life was Infamous in the ex-
treme. He was a seducer, adulterer and
la reported to have practiced even a
worse crime, yet he expected his wife to
possess a virtue which, in his highest
and holiest moments, was utterly be-

yond his conception in his own life.
This leaven was spreading itself over

every country where the Roman Empirehad jurisdiction. It had reached Pales-
tine In the days of the "Savior, hence by
understanding the practices prevalentIn those times anongst that people, you
will bo better able to appreciate the
strong language used by Jesus against
putting away, or divorcing wives. Romo
continued to practice corruption unti
she fell beneath the weight of it, and
was overwhelmed, not by another mo
nogamlo race, but by the vigorous po
lygamic hordes from the north, who
swept away Roman imperialism, estab
lishing in the place thereof institutions
or their own. Uut they speedily fell In
to the same habit of having one wife
and multitudes of courtezans, and soon,
liko Rome, fell beneath their own cor
ruptions.

When courtezans were taught every
accomplishment and honored with the
society of the leading men of the nation,
and wives wero deprived of these Privl
leges, Is it anv wonder that Rome should
fail? or that the more pure, or barbarous
nations, as tney were called, over-
whelmed and destroyed her?

i nave naa it quoted to me many
times that no great nations evcrprac
ticed plural marriage They who make
such an assertion are utterly ignorant of
History, wnat nations have left the
deepest impress on tne nistory or our
race? Those which have practiced nlu
rality ofmarriage. They have prevent
ed thedreadrul crime or prostitution by
allowing men to have more wives than
one. I know wo are dazzled by the glory
oi unristendom; wo are dazzled with the
glory ofour own age. Like every gener-
ation that has preceded It, the present
generation tmnjts it is tne wisest and
best, and nearer to God than any which
has preceded it. This Is natural; it
Is a weakness of human nature. This is
the case with nations as well as genera
tions. China, to-da- y, calls all western
nations "outside barbarians." Japan.Ilindostan and all other polygamic na
tions dotne same, and in very many re-PDC- cts

thev have as much ritrht to aav
that of the monogamlo nations, as the
bitter have to say it of them. '

I heard a traveler remark a few days
ago, wmie m conversation with him."I have traveled thxoufrh Asia Minor
and Turkey, and I have blushed manytimes when contrasting the practices
and institutions of those people with
those of my own country," the United
ouues., xie. waa a gentleman with
whom I had a discussion some veara aeo
on the principle of plural marriage. He
nas traveled a good aeai since then, and
he remarked to me: Travel' enlarges a
man's head and his heart. I have
learned a ereat many . thines since we
had a discussion together, and I have
modified my views and opinions verv
materially with regard to the excellence
or the. institutions : habits-an- d mnrala
which nrevallln f'ThHctrnnm M TK.
gentleman told me that among those na
tions, which we call seml-elviliie- d.

there are no drinking saloons, no bro-
thels, nor drunkenness, and an entire
absence of many other evils which exist
in our own nation. I think this testi
mony, coming from a man who, pre-
viously, had 3 such' strong prejudices.was very valuable. He is not theonlvone

.
who has borne this testimony, but..11 11.1.1. A. a auit rcjiaoie travelers, wno nave lived In

Oriental nations, vouch for the absence
oi those monstrous evils which flnnrUh
in and fatten and fester unon the vitAl
of all civilized or Christian nations. . :

In speaking of Utah and this necullar
ijrucuce amongst its peome it is frequent-ly said, "look at the Turks and other Ori
ental , nations and see how women are
degraded and debased amoncr them, and
deprived of many privileges which theyenjoy among usl" But if it be true thatwoman docs not occupy her true position
among those nations, is this. hot more
attributable to their rejection of the fm- -
pel.thaiii to their practice, of having a
plurality of-- wives? Whatever her con--di

Ution may be there, however, ! do not
therefore, accept as a necessary conclu-
sion, thai she, must bo degraded amongus. e uava received tno imsnei nrtrin
Lord Jesus, tho principles of which eJiv--
vato all who honor . tht m. and .will lm--
nan to our sisters everv ibllmf nam.
sory, to make them noble and cood In the
presence of God and mapi , yjl . ! v

s.a-i.tne.etmrt-
a. which are beingmade to elcyaie tho bqx amonff 'the Latter-

-day .Saints!. .See the privileges thatare given them, and listen to the teach
ings imparted to Uiera day by day,' week
by week, and year by year,
them to, press forward in this march f
improvement! :rhc elevation otthoaexmust follow as ta result of these instruct-
ions.- Tho practice in tho world is toselect a few of the eox nnfl'tA 1rrot
them . There is no'. country in the. . world..Wvl, n I - 1 'ituuuu, uru women are idolized tothe extent thev ore in the ITnifvl HftM
But is the entire sex in the Unifivl fct,fM
thus honored ami respected? .Not. It I
not. , Any person who will twvpi h
observe while he is travelln'er m 4athat thousands of women aro deirraded
and l . treated as something very vile, andare terriUlv dehftsed in
practices pfm$n towards them. Uutthe

v'anartho, revelationswhich God has given unto- - us MnMrn.
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I will repeat few verses In the tenth
chapter of Mark, commencing at the
twenty-eight- h verse. , j

Tnn Fir Hxn to jr onto blm, La, w
bv lf t all. Q4 oat followed tne.
antu jou, Tatr U naniM tbl bUalft hoaM,
or Drr-tDrn- . or iim, or Mior, or raotaer, or

Uf, (i rht.irn,or laJ,rr my ak,saJ 16
But be snail rrclr n hondrrU-fol- J now la

thin time. bns. oU bretbro, an J tiUra.and
mother. anU ullJrn. tad loJ, W.ltx pra- -
rulloD;an4 la tb worM to coxa Urnal life.

In rising to addresi you UiL morning,mv bnthrenaftd sifters.' I relv unon
your faith and prayers and the blessing
of God. We hare heard, during Con
ference, it great many precious, Instruc
tions, and Jn none have I been;mare In-
terested thtnin those which Jure, been
riven to J the' Saints concerning" that
much mooted doctrine called Patriarch'
ul or Celestial Marriage. I am Interested
in this doctrine, because I see salvation.
temporal and spiritual, embodied there-
in. I know, pretty well, what the poj- -
ular reeling concerning tins uoctnne
are; I am familiar with the opinions of
the world, having traveled and mingled
with the-peopl- e suracientiy to be con
versant with their Ideas In relation io
thl subject. I am also familiar with
the feelings of the Latter-da- y Saints
upon this point. I know the sacrifice
of feeling which it has caused for them
to adopt this principle in their faith and
liven. It ha required the revelation of
Hod, our Heavenly Father, to enable
IfU people to receive this principle and
carry ltouS I wish, here, to make one
remark In connection with this subject
that while there is abundant proof to bo
found in the scriptures and elsewhere in
support of this doctrine, still It la not be-
cause it was practiced four thousand
years ago by the servants and people of
t ton, or necause it nas been practice! by
any people or nation in any period of the
world's history, that the Latter-da-y saints
have adopted it and made it part of their
practice, but it Is because God. our Ilea
vuiy Father, has revealed it unto .us.
If there were no record of fts practice to
be found, and if the Bible, Book of
Mormon and Book of Doctrine and Cov
enanU were totally silent in respect to
this doctrine. It would nevertheless be
binding upon us as a people, God Him-
self having given a revelation Jbr us to

.practice it at tho present time. This
should be understood bv us as a people.
It Is gratifying to know, however, that
we are not the first of God's people onto
whom this principle has been revealed;
it Is cratlfYlnsr to know that we an? on lv
following in the footsteps of those who
have Dreceded us In the Work' of Ool
and that we, to-da- y, are only carryingout me principle wnicn uod'a people
observed, in obedience to ce relation from
Him, thousands of years ago. It Is gra
tifying to know that we are suffering
persecution, that we are threatened with
lines and imprisonment for the' practiceor precisely tne same principle wnich
Abraham, the "Friend of God," prao--
ticed in his life and taught to his chii
dren after him.

The discourses of Brother Orson Pratt
and of President George A. Smith have
left but very little to be said in relation
to the scriptural arguments in favor of
this doctrine. I know that the general
opinion among men is that the Old Tes
tament, to some extent, sustains It:
but that the New Testament,
Jesus and the A post Ion, were silent con
cernincr it. It was clearl v Droved in our
hearing yesterday, and the afternoon of
the day previous, that the rew Testa
ment, though not to explicit in reference
to the doctrine. Is still decidedly in favor
of it and sustains It. Jesus very plainlytold the Jews, when boasting of beingthe seed of Abraham, that if they were,
they would do the works of Abraham.
He and the Apostles, In various places,
clearly set forjh that Abraham was the
great exemplar of faith for them to fol
low, and that they must follow him. if
they ever expected to participate in the
glory and exaltation (enjoyed by Abra-
ham and his faithful seed. Throughout
the New Testament Abraham Is held up
to the converts to the doctrines which
Jesus taught as an example worthy of
imitation, and in no place Is there a
word of condemnation uttered concern-
ing him. The Apostle Paul, in speak-
ing of him, says:

'Know ye, therefore, that they which
are of the faith, the same are the chil-
dren of Abraham. So then
they which be of the faith are blessed
with faithful Abraham."

He also says that the gentiles, through
adoption, became Abraham's seed; that
the blessing of Abraham, fays he", mightcome upou tho gentile through' Jckus
Christ, shewing plainly that Jesus and
all the Apostle who alluded to the sub-
ject, held the deed of Abraham to be In
every respect, worthy of Imitation. .

Who was this Abraham? ,1 have
heard the saying frequently advanced,
that in early life, being . an -- Idolater, it
was an Idolatrous heathenish principle
whk;h he adopted in taking to himself a
secoud wife, while Sarah still lived.
Those who make this assertion In refer-
ence In the great patriarch, seem to bo
ignorant oi tne laci mat no was wen
advanced In life and had served God
faithfully many years, rioxtv making
any addition to his family. He did not
have a plurality of wive until, years
after tha Lord had revealed 'Ultosrlf to
him. commanding him to leave Ur.of
theChaUlecsr.andpoforthtoa landwhJkhJ
He would piv to him ana his posterity;
fjy an everlasting possession. lie went
torth and lived In that land many long
years before the prom be of God was ful-
filled unto him. namely, that In his
eed should all'tho nations "of the earth

he blessed; and Abraham was still
without any heir, except Eliezer, of Da-
mascus, tho steward of his -- house. At
length, after living thus for ten years,
God commanded him to take to himself
another wife .who was given tohlm by
his wife Sarah. When the fSpring of
this marriage was born, Abraham was
eighty six years old. '

We read of no word of condemnation
from the Lord for this act. something
which we might naturally expect If, as I

this unbelieving and licentious genera--1

raised, almost as wide as Christendom.
for. the persecution, by line,1 imprison
ment, prosenpuon, ouuawry.or exter--
mlnauea onhepeople or Utah- - because,Irnntrlnrr tVit CinA tK m. TTtr-rn- 1 , t?mUmm

has spoken in these davs and revealed
His mind and will to them, they dare to
carry out His behests. For years theyhave meekly submitted to this . persecu-
tion and contumely, but. they appeal
now, aa oyer, to all: rational, reflecting
men, ana invite comparison between the
state of society here and in any portionof this or any other country, knowingthat the verdict will be unanimous and
overwhelming la their favor. In every
civilized country on the face of the earth
the seducer plies his arts to envelop his
victim within his meshes, in order toac
complish hex ruin most completely; and
it Is well knotvn that men holding posi-
tions of trust and responsibility, looked
upon as honorable and highly respecta
ble members of society. . violate their
marriage vows by carrying on their se
cret amours and supporting mistresses.
yet against the people of Utah, where
such things are totally unknown, there
is an eternal and rabid outcry because
they practice the heaven-reveale- d sys-
tem of a plurality of wives. It is a most
astonishing thing, and no greater evl
dence couht be given that Satan reign's
in the hearts of the children of men, and
that he is determined, if possible, to de
stroy the work of uod from the face
the earth. :

. The Bible, the only work accepted bythe nations of Christendom, as a divine
revelation, sustains this doctrine, from
beginning to end. The only revelation
on record that can be quoted against it.
nama throutrh thft Pmnhnt JwrVi
Smith, and is contained In tho Book of
Mormon; and .strange to Bay, here in
Bait Lake City, a day or two since, one
of the leading men of the nation, in his
eager desire and determination to cast
discredit on this doctrine, unable to do
so by reference to the Bible, which he
no doubt, in common with all Christ!
ans, acknowledges as divine, was com
pelied to , have recourse to' the Book of
Mormon, a work: which on any other
point,he w ould mostunquestionablyhave
scouted. and ridiculed as an emanation
from the brain of an lmposter. What con
sistency! A strange revolution this, that
men should have recourse to our own
works, whose authenticity they most
emphatically deny, to prove us in the
wrong. Yet, this attempt, whenever
made, cannot bo sustained, for Brother
.Pratt clearly showed to you, in his re
marks the other day. that instead of the
Book of Mormon being opposed to this
principle, it contains an express provi
sion for the revelation of the principle to
us as a peopIe at some future time.- -r

namely that when the Lord should de-
sire to raise up unto himself a righteous
seed. He would command His people to
that eilect. , Plainly setting forth that a
time would come when He would.eom
mand Hia people to do so.

It hrneewwary titthi - irlelpjshould be practiced under the auspices
and control of the priesthood. God has
placed that priesthood In the Church to
govern and control all the affairs there
of, and this Is n principle which, if not
practiced in the greatest holiness and
purity, might lead men into great sin,
tuereiore ine pricsmoou is tne more ne-
cessary to guide and control men in the
practice of this principle. There might
be circumstances and situations In which
it would not be wisdom in the mind of
Ood for His neonle to nractlce this prin
ciple, but so long as a people are guided
by the priesthood and revelations of God
there is no danger of evil arising there-
from. If we, as a people, had attempted
10 practice in is principle witnout revela
tlon, it is likely that we should have
been led into grievous sins and the con
demnation of God would have rested
upon us; but the Church waited until
the proper time came, and then tho peo-
ple practiced It according to the mind
and will of God. makimr a sacrifice of
their own feelings In so doing. , But the
history or tne world goes to, prove that
the practice Of this princlpleeven by na--
tlons Ignorant of the gospel. has resulted
in greater good to them than the practiceor monogamy or we one-w-ue system inthe so-call-ed Christian nations.. To-da- y,

Christendom holds Itself and its institu
tions aloft as a pattern for all men to fol
low. ir you travel throughout the
United States and through the nations
of Europe in which Christianity -- pre
vails, and talk with the people about
their institutions, they will boajt of
them as being tho most permanent, in-
destructible and progressive ofany insti-
tutions existing upon the earth; yet it is
a fact well known to historians, that the
Christian .nations of Europe are the
youngest nations on the globe. Where
are the nations that have existed from
time Immemorial? ' They are not' to be
found In Christian monogamlo Europe,
but in Asia, amonir the do!vcamlo races.

China, Japan, Ilindostan and the ,va
rious races of that vast continent. .Those
nations from the most remote time.
practiced plural marriacre handed down
to them by-the-ls forefat hers,-- Atthongh
iney are ioqkcki upon by the nations of
Europe aa seml-clvillze-d, you will not
find among, them..rwomanrprctltoted,debased and degraded as she Is throughChristendom. She may be treated cold-l- y,

and degraded, but among them, ex-

cept where the Christian element pre-
vails to a large extent, she is not debased
and polluted, as he is 'among" the so--
called Christian nations.',' It Is "a fact
worthy, f nqte that tho; shortcst-- H ved
natkma of which wchavo record have
bctnmonoramlc. :vHonie. with her arts.
sciences and warlike instincts,' was once
the mistress of the world; but her glorykdedr-- Shtf was" a "monogamlo nation,and the numerous evils attending that
system early laid the foundation for that
ruin wJUch eventually . overtook . her.
Tha strongest sayings of Jesus "recorded
In the New Testament, were -- levelled
against the dreadful . corruptlonsL prac-
ticed In Borne and wh erever the lloinans
held sway. The leaven of their instituti-
ons had worked its way into the Jewish
nation, Jewry or Palestine being then a
itoman province, ana governed by ko--
man omcers, who brought with them
their wicked institutions, and Jc&u. de-
nounced the practices which prevailed
there. . ,r.i-i- '.

A few? ytutrs. before l the birth of the
Savior "Julius Cuesar was First Consul
at Borne;' ho aimed at and obtained lm- -

X.


