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OUT WITH THE CHOIR

colo sept Is 1896 be-
fore giving details orof the tabernacle
choir trip to denver it may be perti-
nent to mention thatbat after the after-
noon service of sunday last the mem
bergben were addressed for a few moments
by presidentsPres identa A M cannon and
joseph E taylor and many kind
kind wordsword of encouragement were
offered i elder taylor regarded the
effects of a visit to any localitylooallty as being
productive of the greatest rood both
the brethren regarded the efforts of theabe
choirchair as missionary work of a high
class and told them that their efforts
hadbad the approval of the authorities
eachbach member should be a model otof
probity and telfbelf respect so that the
people among whom they mingled
could regard them with the highest
respect they jointly wished them
godspeed

promptly at 1005 monday morning
the special train carrying the chorin
tore audand friends leita the union

ili pacific depot among the good-
byes and waving of handkerchiefs
that always mean bon voyage
ogden was reached in 50 minutes
when fully made up the train con-
sisted of eleven coaches although
much to the regret of many of the
members the chair carscare failed to ma-
terializeteri alize the bestbeet of theabe day conchescoaches
being substituted torfor them the con-
ductor orof the nary train was A
E conrod brakeman au old time
chorister harry puh
charley paul fireman W H carter
in addition to the choir and friends
were mrs swenson and anton peder
senben and forty five members of the K
orof P band first division every oarcar
was filled up A more jolly assemblage
would be hardbard to find to me credit
of the party but very little smoking
Wwasas anoticed by actual count there
were personspersona on the train exclud-
ing the train hands mr dave buibaileyley
was along to see that schedule time
was made nothing was leftjelt undone
to put the trainrain through in 22 hours as
promised

we left ogden at 1125 a
inm and with three engines we
went with rapid strides up
echo canyon reaching EvevanstonEva ostonauston atai

pm five minute wait at that
place tune by thebe band in front ot
be hotel grand scramble for the lunch

counter two pockets picked and the
screamcream of the locomotive caused a ter-

rific rush for the oarscars this time no
one was left moral itif you want to
seeam the country take a slow train
pive minutes for refreshments is choir
train time the shades of night were
falling fast as grangerGran gerg green river
and book springsSp were papacedsed one
of the choir members was called back
on account of sicknessrick nesa at green river

we hadbad vocal and instrumental
quartets that serenaded snobeach car
during the evening and as the night
growgrew dirkerdarker the more staid members
were trying to sleep in theabe luxurious
day cars but itIs was almost RDan imposs-
ibility where the merry chatter of the
vocal sirens prevailed and when day-
light dawned a tired and sleepy baud
orof singers were poorly vrepreparedpared for the
sound of denver at am

on the arrival of the choir they were
all told to rally at the albany hotel
the street carscare were stormed and soon

the auditorium of the hotel waswaa filled
one hundred ladies were quartered at
the gilsey house fifty persons in an-
other place five ioin another
and the balance scattered over the city
in different places the reereceptioneption
committee were indefatigable in their
efforts to treat the visitorsvial ton properly
and the floor was sooneoon cleared of ex

the first session of the eisteddfod
was held in a large structure halthall
lumber andaad half canvasscan which can
hold persons or more it was
elected at a costcoal of and isie paid
toror I1 understand A large sudaudienceleuce
waswae presentpree ent speeches were made by
the governor and the mayor of the
city all complimentary to the occa-
sion mr josiah hughes paid a great
compliment to our choir and spoke of
the warm reception given to the den-
ver vivielaltarstors last year and of the enan
erous visit of ane choirr thisthia youryear which
gave importance to the movementment and
helped greatly to make this years
gather iniz possible

processorsor apmadoc called upon the
whole atiaaudiencetence to sing america
which waa rendered enthusiastically

the first contest was between the
knights of pythias band of salt lake
anton Pederaoo conductor and the
colorado state band both excellent
organizations and high class musmusicianslolane
how the judges willwid decide Is not asaa
yet knowd my mind is made up but
I1 am too modest to confess it

this waswaa followed by six soloistssololatB
ladies who possessed charming voice
oneon of the six being a colored lady
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four male quartets also went
through the severe testteat of singing
before adjudicators one of the tourfour
was passable but I1 must draw the
curtain ofat charity over the rest good
quartets are very rare but especially
so in denver it the competing onesonea
are a fair sample of the stock on hand

the tabernacle choir were called
upon and rendered the soldiers
chorus brought out an enthusi-
astic encorecore too profprofessor responded
with valesvale of deveretDee eret Froprofessorfessor
apmadoc in a felicitous way referred to
the mormon choir as the children of
israel and said many pleasantblessant words

prizes were awarded for literary
compositions by henry MW edwards
master of ceremonies this took up
the afternoonafter ooinDoon session excepting the
choir there were nearly 2000 persons
present

the weather toIs hot here but not
unpleasantly so our utah visitors are
having a good time and upon inquiry
I1 found that in every case they were
oaiecare ully housed and well provided for
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eisteddfod habas almost become a matter
of history while I1 am writing the
lastlaet session is in progress the public
interest bitsbae increased each time sinceince
the opening and I1 am credi
bly informed that it isin a financial uceuc
COBB

at the fourth session there were
boutabout people present which torfor
an0 afternoon meeting in the busy city
of denver itie to my mind an evidence
that the people areato taking more thenthan
the usual interest toin a movement non
american in lisoKB originrigiD denver boasts

a population of people and tax-
able property valued at
whether this inIB a real estate estimate
or the result of an actual beneus I1
cannot saybay but all of our people are
enthusiastic and delighted with their
visit the reception committee has
worked hard to care for them
many of the citizens have per-
sonally conducted them to points of
interestto mris elitch opened her asplenplea
did grounds to them for two hours to
day and in private homes where
members of the choir are located the
testimony is that they are the re
cip lents of greitgreat courtesy

Asan yetjet the masses do not take inter
est in the very name
brings on the lockjaw the way the
prominent speakers worked to give it
the right sound was the comical side
of their addressesaddressee and any onecue suosue

felt himself an accomplished
linguist when hebe could give it the
right sound the program as pub
liebeg tois a combination of school re-
views musical festivals and country
dalre many of the exercises were just
the tiling for a small town but for thisthin
metropolis of the plainsbalne out of place
each visitor wants something ahead
of the narrow circles in which
they move this the sessions have
proved most of it bad to be outcut out
mudand exercises olof muremore general interest
given instead mesepp edwards and
apmadoc showed themselves masters
of the situation and that ready wit
and repartee gave zest to the somewhatkomehome what
dreary solos for competition I1 noticed
that when the zero mark wan reached
lain dullness the great tabernacle choir
always came to the rescue one of the
local said they sang as no other
choir osacan sing which Is a circlet of
hobor for them many of professor
stephenss selections bad a strong
welsh flavor but few itif any of the
grand sacred placespieces have been given
the acoustic properties of the huge tent
do not favor the rendition of the glori-
ous anthems thatthai sendbond a thrill tote our
hearts when rendered with the grand
organoran as an accompaniment 0 my
falther is a great favorite hefsashere as well
as at home and many requests have
been made to hearbeer it repeated

As I1 inferred toin my first letter the
K of P band under anton pedersen
from our city carried off the prizeprise
as well as the gold modalmedal which was
placed on the proud leadele adeisiOia breast by
a lovely lady on thebe great stake the
roar of applause given by the visitors
from thebe saline sea showed howbow they
appreciated the award after this
ceremony the band played two selec-
tions which aroused the greatest en-
thusiasmthusia sm

another of our salt lakers C D
So betler captured the award asad the
best guitar player his competitors
abandoned the field to him after hear-
ing him play the morning
called him a moistermaster of the instrument

the award forforthethe ladles chorus has
not yet bebabee a anannouncedneu aced but after hear-
ing

bear-
ing them both my windmind tois made up
the chorus from salt lake was direct
ed by mrs swenson the denver
chorus by a gentleman

it will be a source of great satisfac-
tion itif the judgment of the adjudicators
should give another prize to the salt
lake visitors and it will reflect much
credit upon the musical development
of utah the decisions of tho judges


