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I will call the attention of the
congregation to a portion of the
word of God, contained in the 15th
chapter of the gospel according to
St., Matthew. [The speaker read the
3, 4,5,6, 7,8, and 9 verses.] . .

I have read thesé passages of

manded his servants the apestles,
and these to whom he gave power
and authority, to lay handson all
baptized believers, and to confirm
upon them the baptism of fire and
the Holy Ghost, the same as was
practised among the Saints in
ancient times. By new revelation
the I.ord promised that certain
signs should follow the believers
among all nations, kindreds,
tongues and people to whom this
gospel should be sent. All that

were I:l:mm certain signs ,amung
which I will name that they shoul
cast out devils, speak with new
tongues, and if they should take
up serpents, or drink any deadly
thing, it should not hurt them,
they should lay their hands upon
the sick and they should recover,
The same promise was made by

Scripture in order to dwell, this
afternoon, if the Lord will, and his
Spirit shall so direet my mind
upon the subject of marriage, an
to show wherein the ple called
Latter-day Saints differ in their
views from other Christian denomi -
nations in relation to this great
and divine ordinance, and to make
such other remarks, not particular-
ly connected with the subject, as
the Bpirit of the Lord may direct.
First, however, before taking up
this divine ordinance, it may be]
well to state, in brief terms, some
of the views of the Latter-day |
Saints in regard to the dectrine
which they have embraced. I
shall endeavor to be wery brief on
every point, in order to enumerate,
as far as possible, the wvariety of
doctrines and principles which we
have embraced, that are peculiar to
usas a people. I will commence
by saying, that the church of Lat-
ter-day Saints has not grown out of
the various religious societies that
now exist, or that have existed, in
Christendom ; neither has it grown
out of any of their institutions.
Our priesthood, our doctrine, our
authority, the organization of our
church, and everything connected
therewith, have been something |
revealed directly from the heavens.
Perhaps you may inquire—‘*Have
you not heen guided more or less in
relation to these principles by the
book which is called the Bible?”

I answer that, in the organizalion | have a multitude of

of the kingdom of God on the
earth in the nineteenth century,
we have been guided by direct
revelation te us from heaven. We
do not profess that our doctrines
and principles are entirely distinct
and something entirely different
from that which is recorded in the|
Bible, we are far from making
any such profession ; but we believe
that the same God who organized
his kingdom in -ancient times, and
revealed his will to the inhabitants
of the earth, has revealed, in these
last days, principles in accordance
with those revealed in former
times, and that he isa consistent
Being, and that he would not com-
naunicate a gos for the inhabi-
tants of the h to observe in the
19th century that was not revealed
and understood in former ages. The
same gospel, therefore, which God
has revealed anew inour day, when
compared with the gospel contained
in the New Testament, is found to
accord in every principle, and in
all its ordinances and institutions
with ancient Christianity.

This church was organized on
the 6th day of April, 1830. The]
very day of the month on which it
should be organized was pointed
out by mew revelation; the officers
that were placed in the church
were appointed, and the names of
many of them were given by new
revelation. The duties of these
officers were also appointed by di-
rect revelation from heaven, God
organized the church with apostles
in it, the same as he organized his
ancient church; he organized it
with revelators and with. proph

}:n:gmwm e Sabion: Christan
church. Qmmmmdﬁegb "w:

to believe in his Son J B ¢
as the great Redeemer who died in
the meridian of time fer the sine of
musnkind, He mmmnnded& by new

guather together in one place which

| with the Scriptures contained in

| new revelations, as the ancient

3ts, | whom the Lord has s

s | face of the whole earth.

revelation, that we should believe
in the same Redeemer and in the
same atonement; he commanded
1s to repent of all our eins, forsake
21l unrightecusness, coase to do evil
aund learn to do well, and to reform
»ur lives in every respact, the same
as he commanded the ?eo le in the
ancient dispensation of the gospel.
By new revelation we were com-
manded to be baptized by immer

{ €lators snd prophets in it, and whose ofi-

our Saviour under the ancient dis-
pensation of the gospel. He com-
manded his servants, in these days,
to go forth and preach to the Gen-
tile nations first; and when we
had faithfully borne our testimony
to them, and they were sufficiently
warned, then we were to turnto
the scattered and dispersed rem-
nants of Israel in the four quarters
of the earth and preach the gospel
tc them, He commanded, by new
revelation, that hisservants should
say unto the inhabitants of all the
earth that would believe, repent
be baptized, and receive the uﬂpei

]

—

would “believe, men and women, |

impostor. Why? Becanse the t es-
sential feature of the latter-day dispensa-
tion was a gathering together in one of all
things in Christ. That is the reason why
these vales are filled with inhabitants of
different nations and tongues; they haye
heard in different parts of the earth the
sound of the gospel which God has
brought to light in these latter-days by ao
angel; they heard the voice of the Lord
calling upon them to flee from Babylon,
and to gather together in one, and that is
why they are here. This agrees with the
testimony of John, that, after the angel
came, the ﬁosﬂuhuuld be preached to all
nations. He heard a great woice from
heaven, saying—*“Come out of her, my
people, lest ye be partakers of her sins
and receive of her plagues; for her eins
have reached to the heavens, and God
hath remembered her imiquities.” That
| vulee, recolleet, was not to ne a cunningly
deviced fable, gotup oy a certain nuwmber

can nol find this, then we have no such
church. If we can find a church that has
the gifts and the signs epoken of by the
New Testament, we can find a trne Chris-
tian church; but if we can't find such, we
have no reason to believe that there is
such a church on the earth. “Buat,” gays
one,‘‘we cal] ourselves Christians.” That
I8 a very easy matter; but calling your-
selves Christians or Christian churches
does not make you such. Inquires one—
“Is it not contrary to the Scriptures to
suppose that the world would be left for
s0 many centories without & Christian
church?” No; it is in accordance with
the Seriptures, for they foretell the apos-
tacy, the falling away and the darkness
that should re over the natlous, and
ehow that instead .of having true teachers
men would heap to themselves teachers
without authority from (iod, uninspired
men, whese ears would be turned away
from the truth unto fables. This great
apostacy commenced about the close of | of divines or theologlans, according to
the firat century of the Chrietian era, and | their own wisdom; it was to be a wvoice
it has been waxing worse apd worse from | from heaven, a new revclation, command-
then until now. A short time after the |Ing the people to do thls. About a hun
death of the last of the apostles, the|dred thousand of the Latter day Saints,
Christian ehurch, what few of them re-|dwelling in this mountain region, build-
mained, were persecuted from mountain |ing up towns and cities for some four or
to mountain, from den to den, from gne | five hundred miles in extent, have heard
cave of the earth to another, and from na- | the voice of the Lord from the hcavens
tion to nation until they were entirely ex- | and have gathered out. You have heard
terminated and rooted out of the earth. |the proclamation, when the Jatter day
Well, what was left? An apostate Chris- | kingdom was estabilshed, to take your
tianily, a Christianity without revela- | }Jamps and go forth to meet the Bride-
tors without any voice of God, with- | groom. Instead of staving in Europe,
out any prﬁphﬂt-s to unfold the future, AE!&, Alﬂcn, Australia or among vhe 1-e
without visions, without any commun- | lands of the sea, yon have been command-
ications from the heavens. Apostacy |ed to take your lampsand gather ont: this
succeeded the Christian church and has | is like the fish net that was cast inio the
borne rule over all the nations of the | ses, and gathered all kinds, both good and
earth; and these Seriptures have been ful- | bad. “*Do you mean to say,’” says one,
filled; for they say thata certain power | ‘‘that there are some gathered among you
should arise, and make war with the | Whoare bad?"” Yes; if there were not the
Saints and overcome them,and they should | parable of our Baviour would not be ful-

of the Son of God, that they should
leave their respective nations, and

the Liord, by new revelation,should

appoint. : .
All this was given by new reve

lation. Does it agree or disagree

the Bible? Judge ye for yourselves.
Did theancient Christian church
have inspired apostles, whe had
power to ecall upon God and receive
new revelation from him? 8o does
the modern . Christian church,
which God has reorganized on the
earth, claim to have the same ofli-
cers, apostles, not in name merely,
but inspired from heaven,to receive

be given Into the hands of that power. filled. But by and by there will be «
But is our earth always to be left with- | sorting out, and the bad will be cast away
out the church and kingdom of God, and | unto their own place, while the good will
without apostles, prophets or a volice from | be gatbered into vessels and be saved.
theheavens? No. John saw in his vision is will be 1ulfilling the words of the
on Patmos how the gospel should again | Prophet Isaiah, in the 43rd chapter—*I
be preached among the nations, after great | Will gather them from the east, and frum
Babylon should arise, after she should | the west, I willsa to the morth giveup,
persecute the Saints and destroy them | 8nd to the south keep not back. Bring
from the earth, and present her golden | my sons from afar, and my dangnters
cup full of filthiness and abominations for | from the ends of the earth, even every
all nations to drink thereof. one thatis called by my nawme.”—Says
After he had secn this, he saw how the | one—“Do you really think there will be
Christian-church should again return to | no Christians left in the north, nor in the
theearth. In the fourteenth chapter of | south, norin the east, nor in the west,
Revelations and sixth verse, he eays—*] | but that every one that is called by th.
saw another angel flying throngh the midst | name of the Lord will be gathered in one?”
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel | Yes, that is what we believe, and that is

mind and will of God. But, on the oth-
¢r hand, if God bas rald nothing to him,
he hasno diviue authority—and 1if he isa
sectarian heis gure to reject all revelation
unless it happens to be in the Bible, an
the Biblecalls no man by name in the 19th
century to officlate in marriage, neither in
baplism por »ny of the ordinances of the
gospel—his faith in the Lord Jesur Christ
does not give him divine authority to ad-
minister the ordinance of marriage. Nev-
ertheless the individuals whom wr.
ries are married according to the of
the country, and the marriage is Jegal ro
far as the laws of the country are con.
cerned; but if God has not spoken to
those men, if he has not given them reve-
lation authorizing them to do this, their
ceremony, 8o far as God is econcerned,.
would be just the same as though it was-
administered by & heathen priest, just the
eame as though it wis minis by an
infidel, for God has nothing todo withit,
Who is It, then, that the Lord joins to--
gether? Itis thuse who are married by
onc authorized of God to officiate in that:
sacred and holy ordinance, and the Lord:

counld not do t without he gave new
revelation; heuce yon to anderstand.
what our views are as Latter-day Saints

in regard to the nature of marriage. In-

uires one,—*“Do yon mean to say that
there have been no marriages legal in the
sight of God for nearly seventeen hun-
dred years past, among all the nations?”
Yes, that is what we say. Those old and
middle-aged men, who were married In the
unli;.lnn before m?rdltha iuunrg of the
gospel, were m ly acco to
the Jawe of mman, and their mlrﬂl:t;g will
stand all the controversies of the law, and
their children are Jegal heirs to their prop-
erty; but they are not joined together of
the Lord.

Now let us come to a marrl wherea
the Lord officlates. 1t is Indirectly refer-
red to here, In this 19tk chapter of Mat”
thew—*‘In the beginning God made them
male and female.” Avd who officiated in the
firet great marriaze ceremony? It was the
Lord. Probably, if there had been any
man on the earth at that time who held
the keys, authority and power, the Lord

| would not have come and officiated di-

rectly; but inasmuch as the marriage was
hetween the first pair who dwelt upon the
earth, and there was nobody else to offiel-
ate, the Lord took it in hand to officiate
bimself; and after he had formed the wo-
man he brought her to the man, and the
man said—"This, now, is bone of my
hone and flesh of my flesh, therefore gshe
shall he called woman, becanse she was ta-
ken out of man.” |

F

to preach to them that dwell on the earth, | one of the peeuliarities of what the world
unto every nation, and kindred, and |call *“Mormouism,’”” we do not belive
tonguae, and people, saying with a loud there will be a'Christian left on the whole

apostles were. Is there any disa-
greement,then, between the former

ttern and the Iatter-day pattern?
id the anecient Christian chur:h
inspired
prophets, men and women, who
could gmphaay concerning future
events? So the latter-day Christian
church, organized by new revela-
tion, has an abundance of prop-
phets and prophetesses to whom
the future has been opened, and
they foretell future events; hence,
there is no d ment  between

|

| of the coming of the Son .of Man.

voice,*‘Fear God and give glory to him,for | face of the earth, but what will be gather-
the hour of his judgment is come.” And |ed toge'her. ‘*Well,” says one, “if that
another angel followed this one that had [ is true, if Isalah told the truth about thar,
the gospel, snyingB—-“Bnhylun is fallen, is [ and the day is at hand for his propheey to
fallen.” Why? Because she hath made | be fulfilled, the nations w:ll truly be in an
all nations drink of the wine of the wratn | awful dilemma, when every Christian is
of her fornication. ' gathered out.” I think they will, I think
Immegdiately after this, the Son of Man | you draw a very correct conclusion,
was seen by John, sitting upon = white| Why does the Lord gather them out? As
cloud, coming? in his Flnry and power fo | the Prophet Isaish bas said in another

Now let ns inquire In regard to the per-
petuity of this first mmarriage, rnrpﬁl
Chiistendem, and I do nol know but all
heathendom, have got the curious idea in-
te their heads that marria ine only
to this little speck of called our
preseut life, and that by and by the grim
wonst r Death will come along and part
wan and wifeasunder, and thatis the end
of the marriage nnion. Suchis the idea
of all Christendom, and that is the way
they marry; it is after this form that jus-

tices of the the professed ministers

destroy the nations of the earth. [Ilere, | Place, he gathers them out to the moun-
then, were three great events yed | tains, and they say one to another—
by the ancient apostle John, which should | **Come, let us go up to the mountain of
take place just prior to and at the time | the Lord and to the house of the God oi

The | Jacob,” What for? “That he mayt ach

gospel is to be brought by an angel. For | us of his ways, and that we way walk in

the ancient pattern and the latter-
day pattern. Did the apostles lay
on hands for the reception of the
Holy Ghost, and did the Spirit of
God descend from the heavens,and
fall upon the  baptized believers
through the laying on of hands?
So in the latter days have the same
blessings been given among all the
nations and people and kindreds
and fongues, wherever this gospel
has heen preached. No difference,
then, so far as this is concerned.

Did the ancient Christian church have a
eat variety of members possessing a va-
ety of spiritual gifts? So does the Lat«
ter-day Saint Christian church believe in
the same fhing. Did any in the Christian
church presume, in anclent times, to take
unto themselves the authority of the min-

istry, without belng called of God b
new revelatioi? Never, mo mever! Al
were called by néw revelation to offlciate
in the various offices of the church, after
the same pattern that Aaron was called. |
““No man,’ says Paunl, ‘“‘talkke3 this honor
unto himself, save he be called of God as
was Aaron.” Everytody knows,from the
history given, how Aaron was called by
new revelation, Have any among all the
les and nations of the earth authori-

ty to administer baptism? Yes. Wbho
are they? Those who arealled by new
revelation, and none else. Have any au-
thority to administer the Lord’s -Supper
lmul¥ all the Christian nations of the
earth? Yes. Who are they? Those to
kep, whom the
L hae called as he Aaron. Have
any Christian denominations who deny
new revelation autbority to administer
gacred ordinance? Not one upon the

Are ordinances,

administered by those who denynew reve
lation, sccepted by the Most High? Not
one of them. Why? Bacause God does
g;‘l} h?amt.luu that which is not appointed
m. - - .
Perheps some mey inquire, if this does
not cut off the Christian church from the
face of the earth? I angwer, it does, un-
less Cod has & Christlan ehurch with rev-

:

|

| minister its ordinances, there would be

| brings the gospel, it has to be preached to | erent from what are taughtabroad?’ I an-

whom? For all people. Now, If there | bis paths.” It seems,thes, that the Lord

had been any people, nation, kindred, or{ Will have one ’geﬂple gsomewhere «m the

tongue, In any part of the earth that had | face of the earth, up in some mountainous

the gospel, and had the authority to ad- | region, who are going to teach the nations
his ways, and how to walk in his paths.

Now, if weecan find out where that

no necessity for this angel’s comin
mountain Is where the Lord is guing to

o o |
we would have had to do, would to
hunt up that people, and there, among
them, we should have found apostles, pro- |
hets, révelators, and men having power
o call upon God, and get revelation; and
then persons would be called by new rev-
elation to the ministry. Butmno such peo-

tions shall gather, it will be well for us t
open our eyes and to see whether we are
atri:ltdng tegether to Jearn the ways of the

Perhaps yon may enquire, ‘“What

nli-

ple exlsied, and hence, when the angel aritiesareto Le taughtin the mounts Etﬂf—#

havea house built, and to whic . the na |

peace,
of the gospel, and all the jadicial authori-
ties of the varisus states, territories, na-
tious, countiries and empires of the world
have officiat«d in the marriage ceremony.
—*[ join you tugetber,” or, *‘I pronounce
you husband anu wife,” as the case may
ne, ‘*until death shall yon part,” Oh in-
deed! It isa very short time to be mar-
ried, is it not? We might die in the course
of a day ur two after being marrned, then
the countracrt is rum out, no more claim-
after that, accord to their ideas. But
nuw, in relation to this first marriage be-
tween Adam and Eve, who were they?
Two lmm rial beings. What! Does God
marry immortal g~? Yes. We have
no sccount of his cm oﬁcinllf to
marry a couple of m ige: 1 do
not know that we hase any such account
anywhere. But these two personages,

swer, undoubtedly there will be a greal
many;andamong the rest is that of marriave
and now we come Lo the words of vur text.
Youmay ask,““Do you not marry here in the
mountsains, as we doia the East!’ In re
ply, 1 wili eay, In the first place, that mur-
| ringe is & divine ordinance, as you see hy
by name, to preach the gospel to the peo- | the words of my text~*‘What God has
Ele, without purse and scrip, to organize | jolned together, let ne man put asunder.™
is people among all nations and to say | “Now how does the Lord join tugether
unto them—‘‘Gather out from all these | persons In marringe? D.es he ordaln a
nations unto one place.” *“But,” says |Jjuslice of the peace, who avows himeelf
one, “what does this mean? Did the an- | t¢ be an infidel, and does not believe in
cient apostles and the ancient Caristian | God, or his S8on Jesus Christ, or in th:
churches gather?’ I answer that the | £2ospel of life a d salvation? Has such a
same doctrines which they taught are | man the authority of God to juinthe sex
taught in these days; yet w it comes | e® together In marriage? Suppose thal
to some of the great temporal principles | such pronounce the wmarriage ceremony
of salvation God has varied in his plans in what has the Lord to do with it? Does the
every dispeneation. - Te Noah a command
was given to build an ark; that was the
way in which was to be effected the tem-
poral salvation of all believers in his day.
Abraham was commanded to leave his
wcountry, kindred and friends: that wasa
commsand of a very different character to
the one glven in the dispensation of Noah
In the days of Moses another command
was given quite different from that given
to ecither Noah or Abraham, and 80 en
down. In the days of Jesus, 0 far as
temporal salvatlon was concerned, the be-
lievers were permitted to remein at Cor-
inth, Ephesus, Galatia and in allthe coun-
tries wherever the Christian chureh wase
organized; 1here was no gatherine in that
day. But the last dispensation {stobea
dispcusation of sathering togethgg ofall of
tho pevple of God. It 15 spokeén of by

all people, nations and tongues, under
the whole heavens.

Now the Latter-day Saints have hap-
pened to live in the day wlhen the Lord
has gent this angel, and when he has again
established his church, and has command
ed his servants to go forth, calling them

!

faith norcoufidence in him, to joln h
er the sexes in ma Y 1 think not.
- But sup we pass by the infidel who
holds the anthority of the clvil law to aa-
:u.nuterttha ordinance of ma
here not many persons
tian natiens, who do believe
his Son Jesus Christ,
the and who have authority, under
the civil laws of the conntry,to administer

God and

there are many who hold this authority
under their respective governments:; we
not dispute this. Theinfidel I was speak
in% of, who is a justice of the
an

county, |
ceremony of ma
ing to do with it;

But God Las noth-
t answers the cnds of

eers are called by new reveletion. Inquires
one~*‘00 you mean to say that we have
bad no true Christian church on the earth
fora t many centuries?” 1 domeanto
8ay unless there have been persons

sion in water, for the remission of
our sins, the same as he command-
ed the people in. ancient times to
attend to the same divioe ordin-

who have been authorized, according to
the requirements of the holy Scriptures.
If we can find a church anywhere on the
face of the earth that has apostles in it
and revclators, and inspired men, then we

ance. By new revelatiod, be com-

have a true Christlan church: tut if we

thé ¢ivil law, and that is as far &e it gous.

Now stuppose you take those person:
who ara not infidels, but who profess to
believe in God, and they hold authority,
under their varivue governments, to pro-
nounce a man and woman husband and
wife, has the Lord anythine to do with
thet? He hss il he has appointed that
minister or justice of {he peuce; if he bar
given him & reveélation anthorizing him to

Fawl in the first chapler of bis epistle to
the Ephesians, where it is eaid ““that, in
the dispensation of the fulness of times,
the Lord will gather together in one all
that arc in Christ, whether they be in the
heavens or upon the earih, that they may
all be gathered in one.”

Now if this angel who brought {lie zos-
pel from the heavens, and commanded
this church to be organized, had left out
this gathering together in one, we would

|

Adam and Eve, were immortal Says ove
—*‘[ »ever knew before that immortal be-
mnge were 1o be connected as husbands
and wives, I thought mar pertained
to mortality, and until death should us
part, and that was the end of it.” I
know (hat we have had a great many er-
roneous ideas ahout baptism, aboutl the
laying on of hands, about marriage and
ahout a great many things, all of which
came In consequence ol the darkness that
is rpread over the nations, since ancient
Christianity was rooted out of the earth,
Two immwortal belngs=Adam the bridce
groow, Eve the hride, stoo! up together,
and the Lord gave the bride to the bride-
groom. For how long, I wonder? If he
had learned the ceremouny of these Protes-
taut and Catholic denomimations, he might
have said—‘‘l pronounce you husband

Lord inspire the infidel,~one who has no | #nd wife until Death st.all separate you.”

No, I think he bad never learned that:
Death had not then come into oar world;
the forbidden fruit had mot been eaten

the ordinance of marriage? I answer— | DOt for a little spec

has | the immortal belngs themselves.
bority by laws of his Stste or|inquires one, “are you :nre that Adam
administer and officiate inthe | and Eve were Imuioria 7

then; there were no fallen beings then on

are | the earth, no mortality yet upon the face
among tha Chris- | of our fair creation, but two immortal be-

ings who were eapable of enduring to all

who are of | azes of elernity were united together in

This, then, was marriage for eternity,
k of lime, not for a

hundred or a thousand years, not for s

do | million years, but for al: cternity, to be as

durable in its nature, ac 'on and effects as
liﬂnt’!l

I am; the
Seriptures inform me that by tran 8
ion sin came Into the world, and death by
gln If ein had not cconie into oar world
there would bave been no death.  But—
Do you really thi~k that Adam and Eve
would have been al.veto-day? Yes. Can
you feficet in your minds a ia
the fulure, when thoy wou!d not be im-
mortal, when they would be overcome?
Can yvu polnt out the time when they
would ne longer be husband and wife!
Never.  When did the Lord glve the com-

|

officiate In the nrdiném: of mar
0

have had 1cason to suppose him to be an | be basgutboity to

mandwent to be friitinl and multiply,
Gt.? Heghvelfltol w & Immurtaf te-

am



