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A LEARNED ON
AFFAIRS

A from the eminent lawyer
georgeGeorgfr ticknor curtis on the mor-
mon question was friedfiled with the sec-
retary of the interior on the of
november andiand has made considerable
scat in vwft country A synopsis tele-
graphed to some leading papers was
copied a day or two ago by others and
commented upon from the meagre in-
formationtarmation conveyed in the dispatches
we preferred waiting until tilethe whole
document could be presented in our
columns before making any remarks
upon it knowknowinging too well chat it is not
safe to rely upon the incomplete
reports of the remarks of prominent
persons which often appear in printMwe present tilethe letter to our readers
todaylodaytolo day and bur much olof our
space to its text

it is a very strong and comprehensive
paper careful reading will show be-
yondond doubt that the assertion which
hasas been made that it wahaft prepared or
inspired by leading mormonscormonsMor mons is
ttotally erroneous the position taken
byar curtis on the right stand powers
of concongress1ress over the territories is
that which be has occupiedoccupyd for many
years before the country but the ververyy
oppeoppositesite tothamto that assumed by the mor-
mon I1 I1 reopeoplele ind their chiefs
that aaloneone Tis sufficient to disprove the
statement of autianti marimusMurMoru imusions con-
cerningceberningrnino its origin it is clearly mr
Curd sown effort embodying hilis8 own
views and setting forth his own plans
and propositions

I1therhe letter from president john tay-
lor quoted by the gentleman should
settle the fallacy about any contem-
plated exodus of the latter dav saisaintstitsfromfrom utah it will give but cold corncoin
tort to the adventurers who have blotted
onoil a general migration of the Mmoror
mons and a consequent harvestbarvest furfolV
those who have not done the plantplanting
there will be no loot to free-
bootersbooters nor houses and laudslands
to be sold torfor a song thisthi8behavehave frequently affirmed inift these
columns and it may be laid down for
adapt that saltSali lake does not propose
to become another nauvoo president
taylors letter sets forth the mor
apon position in emphatic authorita-
tive and unmistakable language

mrMr curtis very clearly explains the
MAW taken by regard
to the promise which mamanyny good people
thinkhink they ought to make concerning
future obedience to the law 11he
clearly shows that this implies some-
thing that under the circumstances nodo
true MAN can make and he effectu-
ally punctures the sophism that
because the cormonsmormonsMor mons cannot give
that promisepromisej they are therefore
in hostility and rebellion against the

states in thisconnection the extraordinary and un-
precedented rulings of0 the utah courts
in order to entrap theahe mormonscormonsMor mons and
render it impossible torfor them to com-
ply with requirements alleged to be
demanded by the law are laid bare as
only an experienced and levelheadedlevel headed
lawyer could expose them A thorough
acquaintance Is exhibited with thecourse pursued towards men who have
honestly endeavoredendeavoreI to comply with
the edmunds law but who neverthe-
less have been sentenced to severe
penalties lorfor its pretended infrac-
tion

here comes in the important ques-
tion of what may and wt may not beba
done by the civil popowerhowerin in regard to
acts purporting to be prompted by
religious motives mr curtis takes
the popular view of the powers of con
gress over the territories this we
need not repeat is the opposite of that
held by the majority of the people ofutah it is the reverse of the doctrineenunciated by the lamented jurist
jeremiah black and which we believe
to be correct audand incontrovertiblecontrovertiblelil on a
strict construction of the constitu-
tion but mr curtis has the
advantage of the support of lead-
ing statesmen of both political parties
and otof a largilarge majority atleast ofef the supreme court of theunited states the ground they oc-
cupycu y however is of expediency
and2 itits stability is predicated more on
account of its long establishment than
on its inherent rightfulnesslightfulness congles i

it is assum edwd legislate in all
the because itcan and the fundamental principle ofrepublicanism that the consent of the

governed is an essential to just govern-
ment is thrown aside to make way forthe monarchial assumption atthe sov
brighty of congress over the so called

war elofof the nation 12 mr curtison this question is cowdconsistentstent with his
record for he took this side of it as
louxions ago as the trial of the celebrated
dred me

and here we consider nia where the
sirllla

1 1 h of the ail writerswn as atu ment
d 1 1 aa led ou ai vital point to the11people of utah while not only ad-

mitting but declining and supportingwetoe powers of cow ress to legilegislateshae ouon
the marriage relation audand all othersdirectly torfor the territories be shows
bayoud rationallatioual dispute that thosepowers must bpbe exercised within the
limits of the constitution audand he
proves limberfurther that congress or
other civil authorityduthority can constitution-ally interdict or punish no con-
duct

con-
duce and relation between indi-
viduals

indi-
vidual which is bottiboth dictated bybv

tensesense otof religiousious duty andat the same time innocent lain itself andits 11

this incontrovertible proposition hebe
applies to tthetie question at issue that is
the right otof a Mo imon husband otof
several wives married for eternity ata period beyond the limit of a prose
tion forfoi bigamy to continue that rela-tion without interference from the
civil law provided hie association is
not carnal andris cohabitation is not
sexual in other words that if he
supports recognizes and even dwells
luiu the same house with them but does
not sustainaustain those intimate relations
which are ener alIv understood by the
term cohabitation 11 the civil law has
no right to interfere and this forfoi
two reasons first that hisbis relirelliousreligiousious
belief requires him to sustain
the relation and second that there is
nothing in that relation that is actual-
ly injurious to society A man may
dwell in the same house with anyan num-
ber of women if his relations are no
moremoie tjan those described as in thou-
sands of instances where no marriage
is assumed and the community sufferssuffiersno injuryanun the judicial logic anil pe-
culiar iu put reenmen vain
prison for visiting audand supporting two
or more women without sexual rela-
tions and accord berfperfectct freedom to
others who dwell in the same house
with seseveraleral strumpetsstrum pets w sexual re
lationsarcsare briefly babutat ppim gently treat-
ed upon by mr curtiscuitis

the offersoff rs a elear exexposi-
tion

asi
aionoof the fua meaning of the birstfirst
A of theabe constitution and in
loingdoing so he keeps wahibt the bounds
of the prevalentcicvak nt theory in regard to the
rightlight to legislate against polygamy
evenen itif it is enjoined by religion thephrase congressCon giess shall pass no law
respecting an establishment of relig-
ion he explains as a prohibition
against any nanational religioniou or one
supported by federal authority thephrase nor prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof hebe construes as forbid-
dingdin congress to wawakee a law which
prevents individualsindividual from carrying out
in their lives those religious beliefs
which dictate or01 lead to actions in no
way injurious to society this expo-
sition we think I1is unanswerable tothe protectionprotect ioa of lawjaw to mere
nt doni of belief isis to afford no

prote eLion at all belief isis freefice of
itself bodibid in the nature of things it
is the cpu ion olof that belief in word
audand act abal nrequiresquires legal protection
against beouyb I1 cotry and the power of
majorities

the question here arises what is and
what is not injuriousjunousir tot 0 society mr
0urtis admits that polygamy maymaybebe
forbidden by the civil law on that
P round thus assuming that it is
necessarily iHinjuriousjurious to society we
might take issue with him audand contend
that under some conditions it is
Vpositivelyirl idively benell cial to society
butt leaving that as an open
question mrair curtiscuitis however
considers it settled as against us
the rightlight that is claimed to dissever
tile religious marital relationships
which Morcormonsmormonsmons believebelic e to be eter-
nal or01 to make them criminal bybv law I1

unconstitutional on mr
cunis irreairrefutablemutable constructionconsiconstructionructionthe helpless position in which thepeople of utah are placed and itsmanifest injustice in having no appeal
fromfroin the absurd and unprecedented
rulings of judges inid whose election or
appointment they have no voice is
portrayed in glowing colors it is con-
tended thatthai in the new
offense of unlawful cohabitationcongcongresstess should either have defined itsmeaning or provided for an appeal to
the supreme court of the unitedstates to obtain a competent andimpartial construction and hphe
demonstrates conclusively that therulings of the utah courts on this con-
structivetive offense are forced unrea-
sonable and outrageous perversions ofjusticegovernorgoverner bests request for soldiers
to assistassi jt in serving civil process and to
prevent armed resistance to the ialawsWsis handled vigorously but in popolisheddished
style and the nonsense of such a de-
maud

de-
mand in tilethe face of the governors own
admission that there is not the least
occasion for it is made ludicrously ap-
parent the reason why the fifty pris-oners in the utah penitentiary respect-
fully declined tote make the promise andaccept the clemency kindly offered bybvthe governorG is setsef forth correctly and
defended ably

the utah commissioners are nextnest
treated to some deserved criticism
their gratuitous charges of fanati-
cism and superstition against thecormonsmormonsMor monssil are promptly answered
and it is sshownI1iown that even if they axeare

has no right to legislate
against any peopletheople on such a hypothe-
siss S the folly lof their suggestions inia re-
gard to stopping mormon immigra-
tion is also exhibited and the wrong
and impracticabilityaa of such laws as
they ask for are established

the able lawyer and author then
makes some propositions for the
settlement of the 11 mormon question
which he considers within the pur-
view of the generalGlene ial governmentGovern MeRV

and competent to cure the evils in
utah complained of by the country it
is not GUI purpose todisto discusscass themwe do not think itis probable that they
will bibe favorably entertained bytheby the
national authorities because they are
both rational in their character and

in their intent and they
would have the effect of bursting to
pieces the scheme to despoil and rob
this territory andana to make of it irin the
language of the brilliant writwritererthethe
ireland of america whatever we anay
think about the value of these isopo

we accord to their author the
mos chudly purpose to an at

territory and a most
earnest and patriotic desire to
serve his country promote its inter-
ests preserve its policy andtaadi settled in-
stitutions and save it calam-
ities whichwhich are sure to come upon it in
time inevitableas retribution uthecourse commenced winstagainst a religious
community is purpursuedsuel to its logical
and shameful ultimate

we hope our will find time
to read every mr curtis can-
did odand clever letter to tilethe secretary
of the interior and4 that it will secure
the attention ofox every leading man in
every branch of thetee Matnationalional govern-
ment

LETTER
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SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
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BY

GEORGE TICKNOR CURTIS

washington ad1 C
Nocovenervener 1 1886

to THE HON L Q C
secretary of owhe Interiinteriorom

SIR no apologyy can aew ne
for this communication or abr the
public manner in which it is addressed
to vou it concerns a matter of the
v importance to toethe people of the
united states and to that portion oftheir affairs which is under your of-
ficial charge the recent report ofgovernor west territorial governor
of utah dated at salt bake city and
the last report of the tt11 utah commis-
sionerssionershers lothoth of them official docu-
ments addressed to the secretary ofthe interior iseaaltoto call for ex-
aminationamin atLon and comme at They open
the policy otof anis government towardsthe mormonscormons oi axah as it has beabeennpursued for the past few years andthey advocate measureses of still greater
severityi inn the sabie direction I1 have
felt promptedro apted to give a great deal otof
attention to the measures pursued to-
wards the of utah on ac-
count of of civil and re-
ligiousli lous liberm involved and- i have
given a greaf gaal of study to the lawsthat have been enacted respecting
themthein and i the policy which is pur-
sued todamte thum some of the con-
victionsdictionsvictions3 which I1 entertain I1 desire re-
spectfullyfully to submit to you

in the course otof the past summer I1had occasion in writing to president
adlor abul nv tho mr
church to ask a certain question andand to him to allow me in
case I1 should findadud it necessary to pub-
lish

ab
his ausberas I1 received aam61 om himin

under the date of august 3 isted a let-ter frfromm which with hisbis per-
mission make X59 extract veat is I1think deserving of the aerion s atten-
tion of allali whoarno are concerned in ad
ministeringag the federal Govengovernmentament
and pore especially of the secre tary qa
the luterinteriortor you willVW perceive sirthat he answer wa s given most di-
rectly and plainly and that it came
frowfroia oneoce who Is entitled to the

and feelings of the mor-
mon people of utah lieile gives to the

just the denialthat was to be expected from him thereason why I1 put to him tilethe questionwhich he answered was because I1 navejiahelong dorseentorseen from the spirit that pre-vails among the non cormonsmormons of thatterritory and from the tendenciesCle8
that are manifested in congresscons ess to aal-low

1

of measures dictated by thatthat
IT
8spiritirit that the time may note distantif it has not already come wien anam at-tempt will be made to force upon thehemormonscormons the alternative that I1 f vae

the following is mr taylorsanswer
TAYLORS reply

the question which you apropopropoundandas to what we contemplate doing incase we are driven to the wall and
have the alternative presented to hubofus ofa surrender ot our religious condic i

tibbseions and our civil rights or another
exodus is one that we can freely an-
swer we may find it convenient to
form colonies outside the bouc daries
of the united states but we have
never contemplated such a movementamov ementas an exodus en masse from thesemountainMOuR tain valleys the gathergatheringhig of
the people together is one of our fun-
damentaldamental doctrines and this continentitid the allce upon which we are com-
mandedm to gather our future Is in-dissolublydis haverdconnected with this landwe many buggesuggestionsscions aboutaa to islands andana tatherther places

but suchouch a movement lorfor ustie Is entirely
out of the question having these
viewsview where could wevre move to as a
body the many
slanders circulated concerning our
loyalty we are profoundly atteattachedhed to
oarcar republicEepublic we believe ttthat it was
founded by the almighty through
chosen instruments and that the men
who fframed the constitution were in-
spired of god in their labor in framing
thatteat instrument all the liberty that
we or any other reasonable being can
ask can be enjoyed under that great
charter when its guarantees are pro-
perly observed if with tuethe hope of
destroyingt ving ugus our yellowfellow citizens con
dinue to tiample upon our rights guar-
anteed 1byy that instrument we mostmast
continue to bear it as patiently and
heroically as we can doing all mbx our
power to protest against these wrongs
and to obtain our rights in teefaa courts
of our COULtcountryrv and trusting m our
god for that deliverance which he has
never failed to give us iui toethe past and
which he has promised us torfor the ffu-
ture

uour destiny is interwoven with
the republic of abie united states for
upwards of halthair a century wew have
been led to expect that such attacks
as we now witness would be made
upon us and that the people in power
would
church and a community we have
expected also that tilethe day would yettyet
come when it would fallfail to us to up-
holdkold the constitution and consconstitu-
tional

tu
government in this country we

fully believe that this honor
is in store for us and we are sustained
in the midst of our present
tiona by ke consciousness that there
is18 a divine provi defice in all that is
taking place and that god will so
control events that we as a people
shall be gunnedpunned abdaisand bis purposes be
brought to pass through the events
that are now taking plaidplace

much more might be said uup-
on this subjectsubect but from taethe
above you will learn our views
sufficiently to form an idea of
our position we cannot surrender

i our principlespies nor yield our religious
convictions but shall contend for our

i rights as american citizens inch by
inch as long as god will give usns
strength and abiliability to do so WOwe shall
do this not for ourselves alone but

I1 for humanity thatAbat the principles of
civil and religious liberty may be
fully maintained on this great ameri-
can continent 11

I1

convictions AND CIVIL AND RZ
OUS0 US RIGHTS

from this extract it will be apparent
how deep are the rpreligious convictions

i of these people we may call such
convictconvictionsiong fanaticism we may de-
ride the idea of ther being specially
commanded by the almighty to gather
on this continent and their being
guided by a special providence as an
absurd assumption ltit matters not
what we of beliefs thequestion torfor the statesman 1foror ttheia e
peopleeople and government of the united
states is what these mormons be-
lieve and not what we believe of
their sincerity it would be idle to en
bertain a doubt if they believe them-
selves to have been inspired by god to
hold certairfif religious opinions they dodeno more than many other christians do
who regard the trainersframer ot our con-
stitutionution as inspired in their labor offraming that instrument in dealing
with those whom be choose to consid-
er as fanatics the very first and the
very last thing to be remembered by
reft
anyny government is that what is called
religiousious fanaticism is a great force
ahafiathat in many of the world it has
caused men and women to meetmeetanyany
extremity of suffering rather than sur-
render their religious convictions
this tenacity of the human soul by
which it adheres to conscientious re-
ligious beliefs challenges or ought to
challenge the respect of rulers in any
country and more especially luin thisand it has been because it has not
always been respected and be-cause what is now foolishly advocatedas the stamping out process has
been resorted to that religiousreligions perse-
cution has left so many dark and la-
mentablemen table records on the pages of his-
tory our own history is stained bymore than one such record this af-
fords no reason why the civil power
abshould not prohibit a practice that isinjurious to the welfare of society al-though that practice is by those who
follow it founded anandon and dictateddictate by asincere religious belief but it aaffords
ample reason for a careful discrimina-
tion between tthathat wwhich11ihe the civilpower may and that which it may not
rightfully punish or control by the
hand of the law this depends in ourcountry upon the limitations imposed
by constitutional provisions upon theauthority of governmentGovern meat

I1you mr secretary will not be like-
ly to impute to me any disposition to
set up the religious convictions of men
in apposoppositionmon to the law of the laudland I1have hadbad too extensive and too closean observation of thethe fal-lacy of the so called higher
law to be for one moment misled by
that specious doctrine andacted through the whole of that period
when men of all grades of intellect de-
luded themselves with the idea thatwhat they considered the law of god
absolved them from obeying the laws
regularly enacted by human authority
when men who aspired to bebaandand who
supposed themselvesselves to be statesmen
and were so considered toyed
and coquetted witwithh the doc-
trine of tilethe supposed higher
law and thereby contributed their in
fluence to debauch the public mind and
to uproot the foundations of civil
obedience JAa that long warfare be40

tween truth and error I1bore naymy part
always maintaining that there tois but
one measure of toethe duty of the citicitizenzeu
namely to obey the law as enacted by
competent r his con

of the moral rightfulness of
that law and to seek redress or relief
from itsite requiredrequirementsants inW the courts itwas because multitudes would not see
this batbut insisted that their interpreta-
tion of the law of god absolved them
Vfromrem 0obeyingb e ug human laws which they
did ninot likee that a confusion of ideas
respecting civil obligation largely con
tri to bring about the state of
things in certain regions of our land
that preceded ouroar civil war

but this Is not the attitude of themormonscormonsMormons they are not believers ininiL
the higher law as a means of absolv-
ing them from obedience to the law of
the land whoever imputes this to
them makes a greatgmt mistake all they
ask of us is that lain the interpretation i

and administration of our laws we
shall not violate their religious free-
dom and trench upon theirair rights offof
conscience that we have hithertohitbarto
suffered our laws to be so interpreted
and administered as to violate cheit re-
ligious freedom and trench thedr
rights of conscience I1 shall maha waw
beyond peradventure I1 shall abow
thitthat mr taylor is entirely right in an

thatmac nehe andana nishis oebe
lievers will be forced to become the
champions of civil and religious liber-
ty in this countcountry if there is notanot a
change of policy tthatat this is not an
attitude ioin whwhicheh they will affect to
stand for the purpose olof enacting thepart of pretended martyrs but that it
is one in which they will be
placed if we go onOB as we have begun
and that at the same time there tois no
necessity torlor such an issue

tilethe following passapassagea from the re
port of governor west calls for ai
somewhat extended comment

the all absorbing question in this
tory dominating allalT others
inditaing its pros impeding Usits advance
mentt and disturbinginetthee quiaquiet and happi-
ness Uof its peopleverple and the onene question of
the utmost concern and solicitude to the
whole I1 country is the attitude of de-
fiance assumed and maintained by the mor-
mon people who probably are eve einthasixths of
the wholehole population to the law of congress

ffor vaah suppresssuppressionios of polygamy known asan i

the edmunds law in all questions affect-
ing ake mormon churchardChurchurchchandand pepeople the
polygamous and monogamous cormonsmormons
malboina common cause stand together and
are united they maintain publiclythrough i

i their leaders and teachers in their houseshousea
of warshipwarsbip through their press and private-
lyly in socialocial andad businessbies circles that the
lawlato is an interference withwah and a
iderialdenial to them of that religious freedom i

guaranteed to all by the constitution of
their right and religious duty to continue inha i
violation of the law their polygamous rela
lions and they deny the authority of congress
to0 regulate aemd interpose any restrictions as-to their marital rawson that the obedience
which they owe and willwh cheerfullcheerfully a d V
to a power higher than any earthlyear y
compelscompel them to oxeexerciserecsc their bell
rights and privileges in the place of and in
vviolationiolation ot the law that they are preparedtota anandd will iti requiredired of0t them sacrificemacrillBac catheir personal comfort their property
sufferur indefinite imprisonment andand surren-
derd life itself rather than yield and promise
obedience to the law and forego tuthe privilegesleves
chefthey claim the government can naveave and
hboldd but onee position towards this peoplewhich is of easy statement its authoritymust be respectedeted its lawsjaws must beobeyed 11

I1 have italicizeditalicisedsed some of the language
of this sweeping statement in order to
direct attention specially to some ofits charges the very serious indict-
mentwhich the governor brings against

0 people contains the tollollowinalowing
charges

1 that the mormon people five
sixthssixtus of the whole population oiof utahare an to astatute of the united states passedtor the suppression of polygamy

2 that they maintain everywhere
and at all times that this law is in
famous an interference with and a
denial to them of that religious
freedom guaranteed to all by the
constitution

38 that they deny the authority orofcongress to regulate and interpose any
restrictions asad to the marital rela-tions

4 that they set up their convictionsof a law higher and more sacred thanhuman law as the ground for refusingto promise obedience to the law of the
land and for suffering Timimprisonment
and even death itself rather than fore-go the privileges which they
claim

I1 deny the justice landand truth of this
accusation in every oneoae of its specifica-
tions I1 repel the charge ithac themormonscormons are in ana attitude of ded
ance to thelam for the suppressionupp of
fevers
poly emy I1 deny that they are be-
lievers in the higher law as a source
from which they can claim peculiar

privileges or immunity from theconsequences of what is made an offence by the law of the land I1 shall
now proceed to prove that the gover-
nor has unintentionally no doubtmisrepresented them fthat his misrep-
resentationresen tation is a consequence of hisbifi
having overlooked the distinction be-
tween what they admit the civil power
can and what they claim it cannot re-quire of them

GOVERNOR
PROMISE

in order to make this clear I1 mustnow quote two other from
his report which follow immediatelyafter that above given

in the year 1884 a determined move was
inauguratedrated for the enforcement of the law
against polygamypolygamy and since that time the
territorial officers of federal appointment
charged with the dutydu have been and con-
tinue vigilant and agentdaugent in their efforts tothat end the district and supreme courtshave bimmbeen open and prompromptlyaly aisdisposing 0at

before hem vigor awo


