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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

tite which, anappeased, the wanderers
would gladly, eagerly have disposed of
for nothiny. But it was necessary
that he learn at last how utterly
poverty-stricken is the man that has
money aud npothipg else to make
bim useful, honorable, highminded
and popular — necessary for the
sake of those he has left
behind, that another in the
long line of lessons be ifmparted. In
possession of the vaults of Croesus,
what orphan’s tears have ever been
dried through the use of any part of
it? What homeless boy, struggling
-upward agalpet the strong current of
an inhospitable life, bees given a more
secure fuoting and placed upon the
pathway leading to edacation and
eminence? Who {8 there outside hls
owWD Darrow circie that has Jelta pang
of regret or even an impulse of r spect?
Instead of building up he persiste tly
tore down; men and means, property
and opportunity were the figures on
his life’s chessbosrd, and tbere was
0o more comipunglion over wrecking a
rivai corporation or bringing a great
commerclal enterprise into the folds ot
hisown web and devouring it, than
there was in buying a horse and pay-
ing for it or any other legitimate trans-
action.

That Mr. Gould took a religious turn
towards the last is not to be wondered
al, notwithstanding his were not the
elements out of which a decidedly
apirituai character would likely he
evolved. Voltairedid the same thing,
8o did Thomas Palpe; but these men
were simply unbelievers, that is, they
did not know or sald they did not,
showing thus that they had given the
subject attentiom and conslderation,
while Gould seems to have been utter-
ly indiflerent untif it dawped upon
him that gold could not buy eternal
life or forgiveness of the moat trifling
sin, KEven then the ruling psassion
waa stronger than any other, and
while wriling an essay on a sacred
Aubject was doubtless clogged in his
thoughts by the unwelcome suggestion
that perhaps some of his heaped.up
vains might slip out of hia own
family circle and be the meansof doing
good where good was needed.

Btill, let us give tredit where it Is
due, Itisfor us to pasé upoo aots;
ancther Power sita In judgment upon
motives,

——

NEARING THE FINISH.

The rapidity with which mapkind
are approaching what we can but re-
gard agthe Hmit of human capacity
becomes somewhat astonlshing when
weo pause long enough to give It con-
sideration, It bas often been shown,
and toeven a . ordinary intellect can
be plainly demonstrated, that we can
correctly messure the sun,the planels,
und distances In space to an extent
utterly inconceivable; can define with

nccuracy the component parts of all the
glowing objects which join with us in
a graod, triumphal march about the
center of pur pystem and, potwithstand-
ing his repellant brilliancy, have not
only oircumscribed, cross-sectioned
and become qulte tamiliar with his
internal troubies wmanifested in dark
and whirling caverns, but have weigh-

ed him in the balances and made pome
of hls constituent elements a matter of
every day Information. Here we end.
What produces his light and heat
and upon what does he feed to wain-
taln #t? Is it the result of combustjon,
and if so what kind and whence oh-
tainable? Is it phosphorescence, elec-

trigity, reflection or what? Any
one of these has as a coodition
precedent A caUse, A gCircums-
stance or combination thereof, and

of these we are as ignorant as were the
advocales of the Ptolemale theory,
which made the earth a fixture resting
upon & turtle nnd this in turn upon a
serpent. In other words, we have
about if not quite reached the Limit in
the matter of familiarity with the god
of day. 8o, also, must we be nearing
the ﬁlimale bound of human discov-
ery in ali channels of mechanism,
science and skill. Were there no limit
we would be infinite instead of Hnite
Leings; that is, instead of our capacity
for acquiring information being bound-
ed by a certain horizon, there would
be no bounds, but, like the blue
vault that hovers about us, it would
hsave no circumseription whatever and
be a shorelees, bottomlesa mea., Being
merely human we ¢can go so far and
no farther; some ¢an go much further
than others in certnin directions, but
nothing 18 ever invented. When we
can invent we can oreate; and either
creation or destruotion i8 beyond our
mortal capacity. We can discover
some principle that we knew mnot of
before, but it existed before or the Jdis-
covery could not have been made; and
we gan change the form or condition of
matter whereby it seems to have un-
dergone destruction,but such is not and
cannot be the case.

It is related of ap ‘‘inventor’ that it
was found necessary Lo summarily cut
off his career by coneigning bhim to
the sea, because he had demonstrated
his ability to consume wuter
with fire. This prinelple is
no longer occult or even caviare to
the general scientist; there are num-
bers of scientific men everywhetre who
can perform the feat, Ice can be made

-to burn, ot quite 8o readily as tinder,

but still be made to disappear through
the action of flame engendered within
itself; and when some peuvple read of
guch things they are dlsposed to pro-
pounce them marvels or the working
of evil deers, whereas they are simply
the application of natural agencies

roducing perfectly nDatural results.

ut, as before glaimed, it is mow only
a guestion of how much further the
gircumsctibed intellect of man can
tead him into the realm of the hidden
and the unknown.

Edison Ia prooounced a wizard, be-
cause that is a convenient word to
apply to a man who is very aptand
quite succersful In doing things which
others cannot do or ha: previeusly
never thought of. His mind is a
pecullar one, his faculty of proceeding
from cause to effect and the reverse be-
ing a wonderiul gift, With this
and a certain faculty of mechan cal
construction and adaptahility, bhis so-
called inventive genius is not only a
means of convenience and ald to his
race, but is so prolific as to keep us on
the slert ior the next surprise. His
developments in the domain of sclence
have naturally enouzh pet others ti
thinking, and thus in some 0Oases a

dormant faculty has been brought out
that otherwise might have been unpused
throughout & lifetime. We now have
an account of an invention, on the
Edisonian plan, by C. V. Boughton, of
Buffalo, N. Y. It is called a telephoto
and a public exhibition of it was given
at that place on the 8th instant. It isa
contrivange by which ships at ses can
oconverse with each other, officers ¢an
direct their troops and people can hatd
communioation at great distances over
plaing or bodies of water., It gonsists of
a Byslem of wires and an electrical

apparatus operated in a manner
pimilar to that of the typewriter, It
has 106 electric lights worked

by the keyboard and contained in a
shaft twenty-seven feet long; this can
be taken to pieces and placed in =
compact compuss. The great nawber
of hghts is required to regulate thé
spaces between L e letters anu their
relative proportions. The filashes ex-
hibited correspond with the characlars
of the Morse telegraphic alpha: et, the
dota being represented by two and the
dashes by twelive lamps. The experi-
ment was pronounced & success, the
signals being plainly seen ten miles
away. Onpe of these machines will be
exhibited at the World?’s Falr, but it is
possible that it gualities as a wonder-
worker m»y pals in the presence of
something of the Kind still roore won-
derful by that time. The great show
does not open till next May, and the
interim iz a vast 8pan measured by the
rapidity with which we are at present
bounding along the highway of time,

IN ANOTHER LIGHT.

The Chicago Tribune, commenting
on Archbishop Walsh’s atatement that
zold has risen 35 per cent in value
in the last fifleen yeare, eaye ‘‘be
must niean the decline in prices is due
to the appreciation of gold und ngt to
the march of improvement, whioch

enables the worker to produve and
transport merchandise with a smaller
expenditure of muscular energy than
was former!ly required. Would it not
be weil tor bim to ask if working peo-
ple are receiving 35 per cent less pay
for a stated amount of servige than
fifteen years ago? If he should put
thas guestion to himeelf he might see
the vase in another light,*

Those who persist in holding to the
speculator’s dootrine that gold alene
is the criterion by and {rom which all
other values, silver included of course,
cun be determined, are sometimes
forced Into just such shallow sophistry
as is contained in the foregoing quota-
tion., The werking people are not ag a
rule receiving 35 per cent less than
fifteen years Ago, they may be getting
somewhat more, What hasthas to do
with it? Was itthrough the beneficent
results of an exclusively gold standard
that the machinery by means of which
Iabor is lightened and made mmore pro-
ductive was brought Into existence? 1t
{8 a faot that the men who con-
structed that machinery or a ma-
ority of them were pnld in the
s‘depreciated currency’’ which the sin-
gle standard people are trying Lo pre-
vept eciroulating except in very limited
sums and only then for chauge, just as
copper does now in some parts of the
countty., When this is accomplished




