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CORRESPONDENCE.

Frilten for this Paper.
DISTANT MAORIDOM.

A year hap ejapeed since the NEwWS
ablisbed an account of the labora of
ldere from the Manawatu district, In
the province of Marlhorough., At that
time al] the Bouth Ieland was included

in the above named district, and hence

the few acattered Baints wete seldom
vigited. When vigoroue efforts were
made te puzh the work therethe enemy
was atousel, and & venerable arch-
deacon of the Church of Epglasud
endeavord to counteract the work by
slanderpus reporte and sirong depunci-
ations from the pulpit. Thie had the
eflect of scatterlng the eseed, and the
Eidere succeeded in establishing a
good branch at Rangiloto, and the
pucleua of aunother at Whangarse,
Inguiries (rom the extreme south
ingicated that there was an opening in
that viginity amongst the Europeana,
which ultimately resulted in the
organization ol the distriet of Otago,
where Elder T. L., Cox presides, assist.
ed by Elders C. Peterson and Jehn
G. Young. A branch of the churech
was established at Otago OQwake, and
the good work Ie progressing satisiac-
torlly.

At the annual conference of the
A ustralasian mission beld iast April,
the Walrau district wae formed and
Elder R. G. Meikle was called to
preside, assisted by Kider J. W, Lin-
ford. Ino connection with the pemi-
annua} conference ot this new district,
a gecond vieit was paid to the SBouth
Island. After a lew hours® pleasant
sai] mcross the straite, Piclou was
reacoed and an eighleen mile evening
drive was made through the valley ot
Tus Marina, After a night’s rest at
the Maprl village, Wairau, the journey
wag continued from Blenheim to Te
Hora, a distance of thirty-elght miles,

The river Wairan wags flooded, ren-
dering it impossible to ford, and hence
len miles aaditiona] travel waes neces-
gary to cross the bridge at Tua Marina.

This little village matks the scene gf
one of the most appaling massacres in
Maori history. Lp the early forties,
upscrupulous Europeans endeavored,
by force, te pbtain possession of Maer.
lande and the natives naturally re.
sented their advance, Captain Wake.
field, and other intiuential Europeans,
with a etroog force, esiled up the
Whalrau river and disembarked pear
the Toa Marina creek. Two brave
Ngatitoa chiefs, Te Rauparaha and

Rangihaeta, with a Jarge band of
natives, met them, An altercation
took place, whlch {Increased in vio-

leoce till both natives apd Xuropeans
lost their tempers, Maglstrate Thomp-
son called for the iroopa toadvance,upon
which Puahe, s young native chiel,
suvanced with Bivle in hand; and
pleaded for peace, 'The Maori hayi
received the word of God many years
before, and the young warrier prob-
ably thought that the **Pakehas”
would be governed by ite teacainge.
He soon realized, however, that it was
a dead letter te them, Hijs inter-
ceegions were unheeded, The Maoris

the leaders, and nearly all their
foilowers. A large mionument, con-
taining the nDamees of the dis-

tinguished victims and about twenty
of their followers, now markes the scene
of thie sanguinary conflict, which wae
precipitated by the imprundent and
aggressive pollicy of influential Jand-
grabbers,

A visit was pald tothe cemetery,
containing the above named monu-
ment and the graves of the sgldlery,
and, from the summit of the hill, a
beautiful view waes opbkfained of the
Walrau valley wiih its adjacent green-
olad hilla, No wonder it attractod the
covelous eyes of gpeculators, whbo
ultimately paid so deatly for their rash
folly!

After a pleasant jouruey through the
Waituna valley. the placid waters ot
the Pelorus round were reached, and
the town of Havelock was passzed.
Six milee further the travelers arrive
at the Mnori Pab, Te Hora, near the
little village of Canvas town,

A large numcher of Maoris had as-
sernbled from Rangetoto Island, Whan.
garae, Wairau and the surrounding
conntry. Sceme had traveled for two
days in small bosls, rowing nearly ali
the way., The Whangarae membets
walked through dense brush for eigh-
teen miles, as there 18 Do wagon road
to this village, but this did not deter
the members from attending and
nesatly all the branch was present.

Apg the travelers approached the Pah,
they were received with lusty shouts
of welcome, “Nau mai,’? “Haere
mai, ** etc.

Elder Goddard had not visited them
since he officiated at the bapiism of
those present, who indicaled their joy
by murnoerous and prolonged “hongis,’?
whlle otbers greeted him ae their
“Matns,?* (father), Quite a change
had taken piace at Te Hora, eince the
previpue visit, when obnly a »few
scatlered members were present, A
large dining room, 60 feet long, had
been specially erected, and the
numerpye Bbeep and slaughtered
beeves, hanging in the vicinity,clearly
proved tbat ample preparationa had
been made to agccommopdate the vigitors,
The meeting house was comfortably
geated and a neat stand bhad been made,
near to which was a piano, gbtained
fur the occaripn. The merry laughter
of the children, the tncessant chatter
of the dear sisters’ Ilongues and the
earnest and animated conversation of
the Maori brethren, all testifled to the
nappy influence of the Gospel upon the
hearte of the peofple.

According to custom in Mapridom
the nsual weekly testimony meeting
was held on Thursday evening. Thirty-
four members bore their testimonies,
and the presiding Klder bhad some
difficuity in finuing sn opening for
closing ceremonies,

The conference commenced oD
Saturday morning, Nov. 2bth, at 10
. m., though the ususl morping

Karakis, or prayer meeting, was beld
at7 a, m.

On the stand were the following
Ellers from Zion, viz, BElders B. G,
Meikle, B. Goddard, J. W, Linfotd and

quickly returned the shote of their|J, Johunson,

enemies, and fnally elaughtered all

Elder Meikle delivered the opening:

address, weleoming all the Baints, whe
had aszembled to worehip God. He
reported the condition &f the dlstriet,
which waes very encouraging, Four
branches were in good running order,
three ot which algo iiad (Houriehing
Sunday schoola connecled therewith,
He briefly exhorted the Balate to djli-
gence in the diecharge of thelr dutijes,
and showed the importance of living
exemplary lives.

Hoere te Ruruku, a pative Elder,
greeted the members who had gatheredq
together in the love of the Gospel, He
reported the Rangitoto branch as ip 3
prosperous condillon, and then sppke
earnestiy and at some length ¢p the
precious truthbs of the Gospel restored
in the latter days and now brought by
true servants of God to this branch of
the houpee of Iarael. Alter commen ting
intelligently on various prineiples he
closed by ¢xhorting the members to
observe the c¢ccuneel of the Elders of
israel and exercise faith in the prgdi.
nances of the Goepel,

Renata te Morehu,the aged president
of Whangarae branch, stated that hig
members were very diligent in per-
forming their varioue dulies. He bpre
a faithful testimony to the blessings re-
celved personally through the minig-
tratlons of the Elders, as he had been
restored to health by faith in the grdi-
nances, and thereivre urged all tp be
faithful to thelr covenante,

Hanlkamuo Te Hiko, a visiting mem-
ber from the Manawatu district, deljv-
ered an interesting address, and con-
gratulated the members on the gopd
condition of the district. He dwelg
principally upon the subject of the
gathering of lerael,quoting eXtensively
trom the prophets Isaiah,Jeremlah and
Micah to show that God had clearly
revealed tbis Important event and
their propheciers are now literally tul-
fitled. He urged the members tg
overcome the weakpesges of the flesh
and prove themseives worlhy of the
name of Sainia.

Aftera favorable report of the Wgi-
rau branch by the President, Mehaka
Watere, the meeting wae ¢losed with
pinging and prayer,

In the afternoon meeting Rewi
Maaka, & native Elder from Parirua,
spoke, with native eloguence, on the
prganization of the Church of Christ
In the Iatter daye, He showed how the
principles of the ttue (Goepel had been
delivered to the Maori people, a reme«
nant of the houee of Israel. He come
mented upon the lJawe given by Christ,
which were restored and in force today,
The fruits of the Gospel were now seen
anmongst the people. He quoted from
1 Corinthiane 12th chapter to show the
glfts apd blessinge and true organiza-
tion of the Chureb, and dwelt at sgpme
length on the subject. He exhoisted all
the members to live righteous lives, re-
minding them that all would bejudged
according to thelr works.

Te Watene Hemi gave a good report
of the Hora branch and Bunday school,
both of which were flourishing, He
also addressed the Saints on ohedience
to the laws of God.

E!der Joseph W, Linford spoke of his
pleasure in meeting with the members
in a conference capacity, and especi-
ailly rejoiced to listen to the faithful
testimonies of the members in the tes-
t/mony meeting, He showed how the
faitbful Baints would be saved in the
Kingdom af Ggu, and exhoried all te



