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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

REV. SIDNEY ALLEN, STAND UP!

A little more tban {our menths
ago, & gentleman in South Carolina,

desiring some {pformation about the
Mormon people, wrote a letlier, of
wbich the trollowing is 8 copy, to Rev,
8idney Alilen, at Frapklin, Idaho, who
poses A% a Presbyterian preacher, and
un exponent and exemplar of the
Chriatian religion:

Rev. Dr. Allen, Franklin, Idaho.

Dear Bro. Allen—I take the liberty to
write you concerning w people you, Lo
doubt, are familiur witb. I have been
informned by » triend aud a hrother too,
wbere you are and tbha: you are among
the Mormons; and as there is two of tbeir
ministers in our county preacbing their
doctrine and causing much disturbance
in oour chuiches, my desire is to know
wbo and wbat they are. As ihe people
bere say they do not give correct 8 ale-
ments of their people, neither of their
couniry, and as you sare among them,
vou know what lhey are, and would do
me great honorand service by angwering
the lullowing questions:

Are they law-abiding? How are they
in educaiion? How are they in morals?
Do tbey practice polygamy? Do they
preach from the Bible or Book of Mor-
mon? Dothey worsbip Joe Smith? Whbat
reapect do they bave for the femule sex?
Are their ministers paid salaries?

Please glve 1ne a generat outline of this
sect And oblige

Yours fraternally,

In due course of mail the following
anewer from tbe sajutly Dr. Alien
waa recelved by his correspundent In
Bouthh Cvrollna:

FrankLiN, Idaho,
December 5th, 1893,

Dear Brother—Yours ol tbe 2tih just
received. In reply I will say, firsi, that
you cad form ne idea of wbat Mormon-
Ism really Is from the staiements of their
migesipnaries, I will answer your queries
seriatim;

Firsi—They are law ahiding so far as
& people can be who are under the iron
ruie of o deepotic and irresponsible
priestbood.

Second—They have schools in which
they are tanght firstef all to obey the
Priesthood. Since Lthe different churcghes
have estahlished mission scbools they
have in self-defensea built up schools ot
betier grade,

Third—As to morals, profane, obscene,
Sahbatb breaking and falsebood ure the
rule. A leader in our ifown iD a sermon
said lately, ns thev could no longer keep
Gentiles out, thoy must deceive them to
tbe eye and the ear. Many ignorant

eople among tbem swwere raised under
Christinn influence, ye: have some regard
for decency and morality, but the mere
intelligent ones are Mormons from love
of power, lust and gain. Tbese hold the
others under a grinding tvranny.

Fourth—The ‘*Manifesto” only ‘sus-
pended” the taking of plural wives for
the ‘‘present distress,’’ that is, till Uiah
can secore'statehood. They do not Lake
more wives openly, but continue to live
secretly with those they had before, We
live two milea from the Utab line. "T'bere
are many polygamous wives living here
whose men arc prominent Saints in
“Zion’ and wbo visit them regularly.
And wbat they call ‘‘undergroand kids”
abound. Polygamy is a matter of reve-
lation, a *‘glorious principle of their re-
ligion,” and cannot be abandoned.

Fifth—Thoir missionaries have a litile

book of New Testament subjects,
which with catehes, quirks and per-
versions constitute their stock in trade,
At home they make very little nse of the
Bible, more of the Book of Mormon and
mere 8till of the Doctrine and Covenants.
They say the Bible is reliable =o far as
correctly translated, but in error when
itcondemns their tenets and practices,

Sixth—Joe Smith ia the greatest of the
Prophets but Adam i8 God with the body
pessions  of man—and  in  natural
human form-—hy ordinary procreation
became the tather of Jesus, who in turn
was & poiygamist. These women who
followed him from Gallilee with Martba
and Mary of Bethany comprised his
harem.

Sevenib—Woinan is only the slave of
man’'s lust and convenience here and Lo
be raised froni the dead only on the cull
of ber hushand, and with her cbildren to
form a parl of hls retinue—every ‘*Saint”
is to be a**God:"” and the moro wives and
children he has the bigher his rank. A
Bisbop here said a woman waslikea
hen, valuable only so long a8 sbecan
raise progeny.

Eighthi—As to salaries, the peuple pay
s tenth of income—butter, chickens,
ogge, sheep, cattle, borses and money to
the local Bishop, who accounts to tbe
First Presidency at Salt Lake. Tbe
leaders become rich from this fund. To
support the misgionaries eacbh ward
(Bishop's jurisdiction} holds a dance in
the tabernacle, open with prayer, sell
tickets and pay the proceeds to mission-
ariez. The officials are paid outof the
titbing fund by tbe Presidency and the
pecple do not know how much the priests
receive.

This is in some respects a good country,
but a hard country to make a living in,
and many of our people are very poor,
and tbose who are deluded by mission-
aries into coming bere will find them-
selves In abject slavery.

To go back a little—the Mormons of
low grade are kind and friendly and
restive under the galling yoke, but can-
not sscape. :

I have tried to answer your quesalions
and will only add that I ron ariskin
writing and would regnest you not to
publish my name asI could not live here
if it were known I had written this. But
1 felt it & duty to do all in my power to
ox pose this monstrous fraud,

To sum up then, those men yield to
Jaw when they mus:, but hate intensely
the government and people of tbe United
Sta'es. 'They are ignorant, morally de-
based, polygamists, caricature the Bible,
honor Joe Smith more than Cbrist,
and enslave their women. @God save the
people of your grand old state from this
fearful delusion. I have been laboring
among thig peeple four years. Most of
our converis are hoyocotted in business
und ostracised sccially until they leave,

Yours for God aud truth,
SIDNEY ALLEN.

P. 8.--A presjdent’s counselor praach-
Ing here sald, *'T'be Bible was all rigbt
for the time it was written but now we
bave ‘the everlasting gospel.’" Presi-
dent George (3. Cannon alao eaid: “Be
iaitbful, pay your titbes and sustain tbo
Priesthood, aud the people of the states
will spon come howing down to you for
fuvors.””

Naturally the receipt of this letter
stirred up tbings fn Mouth Carolina in
the vicinity where its ajdressee Hved,
and tbe two Mormon Eldere, whose
labors had been the cause of the be-
zinnipg of tbe correspondence, were
promptly confronted with the clerical

reply. But the gentleman who wrote
the tirst letter was fair-minded enough
tosay be vid not believe all of Allen’s
atatements, and he suggested, ipas-
much as one of the Elders—@G, I,
Braley of Franklin—knew Mr, Ajjen
pereonally, that copies of both letters
be taken and the veracity of the
anawers which had been given bhim be
inquired into; he bimself hejng very
anxious to Enow the result. A copy of
the first letter was accordingly taken

the uriginal of the seco: d was kindh’r
loaned for the purposesof the investigae
tion, »bd the two, with the Decesspry
explanations, were sent by Rlder
Braley and his traveling companiop

Elder Cowley, of Utah, to the prope,r
asutborlties in i“rnuklin.

There it was at firal degiged
to take the statements of 4
pumhber of non-Mormuns in refutation
of Allen's sjunders, and at lenst ope
such affidavit, by a prominent apd
thorougbly responrible nop-Mormon
resident, waa freely given. With
tbie, and otbers llke 1, It was deter~
mined to face Mr. Allen, and give him
an oppoertunity either to repudtate his
own statements, oF to place bimeelf on
record At howe a8 be bad already done
abroad, through refusing to sign a
simllar declaration. Finally iy waa
deoltled to ask him for & statement on
bis own part, without intlmation that,
his previous talseboods were known. or
reference to the statements frgm o;;]er
non-Mormong#; and atter some little hee-
itation—unttl ne could consult with hias
wile about i{t—he ocondented to do
whatever he ocould in this WAaY to
remove prejudice againat the Mor-
mous. On the evem. g of the 7th of
January, ne accordingly calied st the
resivence of Mr. Gecrge C. Parkinson
u notary publio, and there volu ntnrll;
subsvribeu Lo the followinyg,

To Whom it May Concern:

Being soliched by a friond to give g
stalement of my experience while among
the Mormon people, I cheerfully do so.

I located to l'ranklin, ldahe, in the year
1890, and have heen constantly eugsagred
in the minigtry as A 1issioDary of the
Presbhyterian churcb in ihis sefilement
and esurrounding bDeigbborhood ever
since, and I here 1ake gleasure in certi-
fying tbay I bave found the Mormon peo-
ple 10 be honest, frugai and industrious.

They are strictly temperate and moral
and wsitand abreast intellectually with
most progressi1ve class of citizena of the
Union, mnanifesting every evidence of
patriotiam and loyaliy to the institutions
of our greal government,

They rogard the murringe covenant as
aD plernal compact and show the highea:
regard and tenderust feelings for their
wives and cbildren,

A8 a rule they own their own homes
and seem Lo be free, prasperous and in-
dependent.

'they have great rozard for tho sacred-
ness of the Bible and make constant use
of it a8 a text hook from which their
Elders preach.

Poreonally, I have been treated with
tbe greatest conriesy and hospitality
while among the Mormon people and
have experienced no undue opposition or
influence againet my efforts 10 promul-
gate the enets of my faith,

SIDNEY ALLEN.

Subscribed to before me, George C.
Parkinson, a notary publlc ln aud for
{Jnelda County, State of Idabo, this 7ib
day of January, 1804

fsEaL.] GE0. C. PARKINSON,

Notary Publis,

My commission expires Fob. 5, 1896.

Fur tbe completion of the ocbwein of



