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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

KEYILET SIDNEY ALLEN STAND UPIUP I1

A little more than four months
ago a gentleman in south carolina
desiring some information about the
mormon people wrote a letter of
which the following is a copy to revbev
sidney allenalien at franklin idaho who
poses as a presbyterian preacher and
an exponentot and exemplar of the
christian religion
rev dr allenalien franklinanklinPr idaho

dear bro allenalien I1 take the liberty to
write you concerning a people you no
doubt are familiar with I1 have been
informedinformedbyby a friend and a brother too
where you are and that you are among
the mormonscormonsMormons and as there is two otof their
ministers in ouroar county preaching their
doctrine and causing much disturbance
in our churcheschuicheschuebuiches my desire isia to know
who and what they are As the people
here sayeay they do not give correct wates aie
ments of their people neither of their
country and as you are among them
you know whar they are and would do
me great honor and service by answering
the following questions

are they law abiding how are they
in education how are they in morahmorald
do they practice polygamy do they
preach from the bible or book of mor-
mon do they borshiworshipP Jojoe smithemith what
respect do they have for the female sex
are their ministersmin latera paid salaries

please give me a general outline of this
sect and oblige

yours fraternally

in due course of mail the following
answer from the saintly ordr alienaben
was received by his correspondent in
south carolina

FRANKLIN idaho
december fth 1893

dear brother yours of the just
received in reply I1 will say first that
youyon can form no idea of what marmon
ism really is from the statements of their
missionaries 1I will answer your queries
seriatim

first they are law abiding so far as
a people can be who are under the iron
rule of a despotic and irresponsible
priesthood

second they have in which
they are taught first of all to obey the
priesthood since the different churchurchesches
have established mission schools they
have in self defense built up schools otof
better grade

third As to morals profane obscene
sabbath breaking and falsehood are the
rule A leader in our town in a sermon
saidmid lately as they could no longer keepdeelogentiles out they must deceive them tib0
the eye and the ear many ignignorantaraut
people among them were raised under
christian influence yelyei have some regard
for decency and morality but the more
intelligent ones are mormonscormons from love
of power lust and gain these hold ththe6
others under a grinding tyrannytvranny

fourth the manifesto only sus-
pended the taking of plural wives for
the present distress that I1is till utah
oancan secure statehood they do not take
more wives openly but continue to live
secretly with those they hadbad before we
live two miles from the utah line there
are many polygamous wives living here
whose men are prominent saints in
zion and who visit them regularly

and what they call underground kids
abound polygamy is a matter of reve-
lation a glorious principle of their re-
ligion 11 and cannot be abandoned

aifilififth their missionaries have a little

book of new testament subjects
which with catcatcheschest quirks and per-
versions constitute their stock intrudein trade
at home they mckeverymakemak veryevery little use of the
bible more of the book of mormon and
more still of the doctrine and covenants
they sayeay the bible is reliable so larfar as
correctly translated but in error when
it condemns their tenets and practices

sixth joe smith isia the greatest of the
prophets but adam is god with the body
passions of man and in natural
human form by ordinary procreation
became the father of jesus who in turn
was a polygamist those women who
followed him from gallilee with martha
and mary of bethany comprised his
harem

seventh woman its only the slave of
mans lust and convenience here and to
be raised from the dead only on the call
of her husband and with her children to
form a part of his retinue veryevery saint
tois to be agod and the more wives and
children hebe has the higher his rank A
bishop here said a woman waswaa like a
hen valuable only so long as she can
raise progeny

eighth As to salaries the people pay
a tenth of income butter chickens
eggs sheep cattle horses and money to
the local bishop who accounts to the
first presidency at salt lake the
leaders become rich from this fund to
support the missionaries each ward
bishops jurisdiction holds a dance in

the tabernacle open with prayer sell
tickets and pay the proceeds to mission-
aries the officials are paid out of the
tithing fund by the presidency and the
people do not know how much the priests
receive

thisabis is in some respects a good country
but a hard country to make a living in
and many of our people are very poor
and those who are deluded by mission
aries into coming here will find them-
selves in abject slavery

togoto go back a little the mormonscormons of
low grade are kind and friendly and
reerestivetivi under the galling yoke but can-
not escape

I1 have tried to answer your questions
and will only add that I1 run a risk in
writing and would request you not to
publish my name could not live here
if it were known I1 had written this but
1 felt it a duty to do all in my power to
expose this monstrous fraud

to sum up then these men yield to
law when they must but hate intensely
the government and people of the united
states they are ignorant morally de-
based polygamists caricature the bible
honor joe smith more than christ
and enslave their women god save the
people of your grand old state from this
fearful delusion I1 have been laboring
among this people four years most of
0our converts are boycotted in businessanand ostracisedostracized socially until they leave

yours for god and truth
SIDNEY ALLEN

P S A presidents counselor preach-
ing here said the bible was all right
for the time it was written but now we
have the everlasting gospel 11 presi-
dent george QQ cannon also said be
faithful pay your tithes and sustain the
priesthood audand the people ot the states
will soon come bowing downclown to you for
favors

naturally the receipt of this letter
stirred up things in southdouth carolina in
the vicinity where itsito addressee lived
and the two mormon elders whose
labors had been the cause of the be
ginning of the correspondence were
promptly confronted with the clerical

reply but the gentleman who wrote
the first letter was fair minded enough
to anyaay hebe aid not believe all of iloaliens1oahe
statementstatements and he suggested ings
much BBas one of the elders G L
braley of franklin knew mr allenalienpersonally that copies of both letters
be taken and the veracity of the
answers which had been given him be
inquired into he himself being very
anxious to know the result A copy of
the first letter waswag accordingly taken
the original of the d was kindly
loaned for the purposespur poses of the I1investiga-
tion and the two with tilethe necessary
explanation were sent by elderbraley and his traveling companioncompanbody
elder cowley of utah to the prproperoper
authorities in franklin

there it was at first decided
to take the statements of a
numberdumber of non mormonscormons in refutation
of aliens slanders and at least one
suchbuob affidavit by a prominent andthoroughly responsible nocDOU cormor
resident waa freely given with
this and others like it it was deter-
mined to face mr allenalien and give him
aann opportunity either to rerepudiateto his
own statements or to place himself on
record at home as be had already done
abroad through refusing to sign a
similar declaration finalifinallyy it1 wasaa
decided to askaek himfilm for a statement on
hishie own part without intimation thathisbis previous falsehoods were known or
reference to the statements from othernon and alterafter some little hes-
itation until none could consult with his
wile about it hebe to do
whatever he could in this way to
remove 1prejudicerejudice against the mor
moos on the evem 9 of the ath ofjanuary hebe accordingly calked at the
residence of mr george C parkinson
a notary public and there voluntarily
subscribed to the following
to whom it may concern

being solicited by a friend to give astatement of my experience while mongamongeethe mormon I1 obepeople cheerfully do sso0
I1 located in franklin idaho in the year

1890 and have been constantly engaged
in the ministry as a missionary of thepresbyterian church in this settlement
and bursurroundingrounding neighborhood ever
since and I1 here takelake pleapleasureture in certi-
fying that I1 have found the mormon peo-
ple to10 be honest frugal and industriousthey are strictly temperate and moral
and stand abreast intellectually with
most progressive class of citizens of the
union manifesting every evidence of
patriotism and loyaltyloyally to the institutions
of our grem government

they regard the marriage covenant awar
an eternal compact and show the highest
regard and kenderesttenderest feelings for their
wwivesives and children

AAss a rule they own their own homeshome
and seem to be free prosperous and in-
dependentd eident

ahey have great regard for the sacred-
ness of the bible and make constant use
of it as a text book from which their
elders preach

personally I1 have been treated with
the greatest courtesy and hospitality a-
while among the mormon people and
have experienced no undue opposition or
influence against my efforts to promul-
gate the tenets of my faith

SIDNEY ALLEN
subscribed to before me george Cparkinson a notary public in and for
neldaneida county state of idaho this ath

day of january 1894
SEAL GEO C PARKINSON

notary public
my commission expires feb
for the completion of zhuthe chain of


