RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held in
the Tabernacle, Balt Lake City, Sun-
day, Beptember 28,1890,commencing
at 2 p. m., Presideut Juseph L.
Taylor presiding.

The ctioir and congregation sang:
The 8pirit of God like & fire is burning,

The latiter-day glory beging to come
Torth.

Prayer was offered by Eider
David H. Cannoon.
The choir sang:

Though deepning triala throng your way,
Press on, prees on, ye Salats of God.

The Priesthood of the Ninsteenth
Warduifleiated in the administration
of the Bacrament.

ELDER JOHN D. T. MCALLISTER
addressed the congregation. He
said in substapce: I meet my
brethren with great pleasure this
afternovn in this place, where we
have experienced 8o tnany blessings.
I feel to press on and enjoy with
you the sweetness of doing what Is
right and overcome all those things
which are obuoxious to the mind
and will of the Lord.

We have come together to be
taught, and if I c¢an say anything

for iostruction apnd edification, I |

shall be glad.

I have bheen luboring for some time
in the interest of Temple ordinance
work, and in doing so it has struck
me that we should be willing to lay
asfde all unnecessary things and
work for vurselves nnd for the dead.
Those who have died without hav-
ing heard the Gospel should have
the beuetit of the holy ordinances
through our hands. In the word of
God we read: ““If the dend rise not
at all, why then are we Laptized fur
the dead?* Further, we read Lhat
the books were opened and the dead
juiged according as it was written.
We have built Temples that we
might enter therein and prepare
ourselves for this life and that of the
future. I have found quite a num-
ber of people who enter into matri-
mony ounly till death comes, while
through faithfulness and obedience
they could have gone into the House
of God and been united foreternity.
It is clear that, according to the
revelations of Christ all contracts
not made hy the word of God are
pnet in force when men are dead.
The speaker guoted from the Doc-
trine and Covenants, SBen. 132, 8th
verse, which speaks of the necessity
of marriage beinrs performed ac-

. cording to the law of God for eterni-
ty as well as titne. T exhort our
young people to listen to these
words and consider that there is
nothing lost by going before the
Lord and praying him to ditect
them in accordance with His will
Prayer is always a great blessing,
for the Bpirit of the Lord follows it,
and the Bpirit is the Holy Ghost,
who leads into all truth, and when
we give heed to the whisperings of
thie Spirit, we never go astray; we
will certainly seek for partnersin
iiflm with whom we can assoclate
through all eternity, if we follow
the counsel of that Bpirit. We
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know that death iz only a progres-
sive forwards to eternal glory.
We may mourn when gur dear ones
are laid away 1n the tomh, but we
know that we shall live again and
enjoy the blessings of eternity with
those who are near aud dear to us.
Those of our people who are rearing
families outside of the ways of the
Lord are heart broken when they
lay their dear ones away, but that
sorrow is ouly a forelaste of what
will be when they are separated fur-
ever. They have chosen to have it
su, and they will have what they
have chosen. We wish them to
tuke another course, to return and
bring with them all thuse who wish
tu keep the word of God.

To tge dead we cannut spaak, but
we can speak to the living iu their
behalf. We have templer imto
which thousands have entered and
received great blessings, and thou-
sauds are still ezlled upon to
come and perform work for the
dead. Bome members of your tami-
lles may have gone before and done
a great work, wiile others have put
it off. It isourduty to liberate those
from the prison houses aud unlock
thedoors aud say to our kindred,
Come forth and enjoy the blessings
of the Gospel. How nice it would
be if all the members of a family
ecould go together and perform the
grand work for their dead friends.

We have found in many instances
that work for the Jead ha% been
done, and when we havea record
thereof it is not necessary to do it
over again. If we ounly have the
names we can perform the work,
and complete the record of dates,
etc., when we can, and as this

is a great work laid upon
our’ shoulders, we should cer-
tainly lay everything aside

and duv what we can. I have spoken
of taking our children with us, for
they h.ve respongibilities as well as
their parents. All can take part and
become indeed *‘saviors upon Mount
Zion.”* Just think of the number
necessary to perform the work of God
in the Temples, and the dead having
to wait for their redemption. What
a joy in the spirit world when those
redesmed shall meet their redeem.
ers, but on the other hand what
must our feelings be, if we mest
those to whom we could have
broughit salvation and we have not
done it. If you had relatives impri-
soned on the earth, how would you
not hasten to relense them if you
could. Now, here are the keys iu
your hands to the spiritual prison.
Baysthe Lord: *If you do what [
say, [ am bound, but if you do not
what T 8ay. you have no promise.*
I presume I am speaking to a
congregation of the Priesthood,
prinecijpally. You were called to
take the ©riesthood upon you, and
you have, in doing so, stated that
you wonld do the very best you
eonld. 1t is my buginess and yours
to bear off this great work as well as
to be happy in the Kingdom. This
life should be used up in the saiva-
tion of mankind, for where we meet
a8 human being, we meet a brother
and a friend. Thia is the Gospel,
and this is the meaning of the doc-
trine of heing *“‘saviors® of men.

We ghould be very careful to have
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what we do recorded, for at the

time of judgment, the dead
will be judged according to
what is  written. Think of

this, and that we all will be judged
according to those boiks. Should
this not prompt us to be carefu] in
all our preparations of the records,
so that no mistakes are being made,
by which the records will Le void?

A great deal of work 18 presumn-
ahly done over and over again, be-
cause we, without knowing it, run
into gne anvther’s fumcilies.  Well,
this cannot always be helped, and
it is good that the work is being
done. Mauy alsu do Dot know where
their relatives left off in their work,
because people have not kept a full
record. And some bave Lkept
records, but they have lost them.
Now when people have been weork-
ing and lost their records, they
sometimes write to the temples to
get the record without delay, and
this cannot always be jtteuded to
at once, it would therefore be better
for everyone to have the records
and everything prepared bufore they
come to the temples.

Let us go forward in the good
work and may the Lord bless you
ali.

APQETLE ABRAHAM CANNON

wasa the next speaker. He said sub-
stantially: I have listened with
reat interest to the remarks of

(lder MeAllister and I have po
doubt that weal] feel impressed with
the importunce of this work of
which he has spoken. Those who
have died without hearing the Gos-
pel can, through the mercy and
Jjustice of our heaveuly Father, re-
ceive a salvation similar to that of
those who live and huve heard the
word of God. All will have =a
chance, in this life or the next, to
obey the truth. We must confess
that the ways of God are not like
those of man, for who would have
thought of such a glorious plan as
this? It would not have entered
the human heart that there was a
vicaripus work to be downe for the
dead, and yet this lesson, that God’s
thoughts are not as man’s, has eon-
tinually been impressed upon the
hearts of the pevple. The Almighty,
in selecting a  Prophet for
this dispensation f[llustrated this
lesson v)vidly, as he passed by the
learned and the noble in the world
and chose 2an instrument from
among the bumble—one who was
only a young inquirer after truth,
but willing to give all the glory to
God. Although he was ineapable,
to all human appearance, of fulfil-
ling his great mission, God strength-
ened him todo it, so that potwith-
standing nll difficulties, the work
has progressed, till many from
among all pations today inhabit
these valleys.

The Bavior, when He came to the
earth, was not according to human
expectations. His humility in
outward appearance made the peo-
ple reject i, although He was
the. Christ. (God has always operat-
ed thus and will continue to do so,
for Hia work no more de-
pends upon the wisdom of
men now than it did formerly.

He dirccts His woerk Himself,



