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REMARKS
By PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUXNG,
Bowery, G. 8. L. Cuy, July31, 1864,
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[REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.]

In my remarks this afternoon I wish to ad-
dress strangers, as well as the Saints; and I!
desire, with all my heart, that [ may have
the words of truth to give them, to gach one
@8 he may need, that all may be profited.
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gospel so far as they are revaalrd,. but when
men gpeculate wpon principles or doctrines,
and undertake to develop what they have no

|knowledge of, then they may differ widely,

the Latter-day Saints as well as others. The
privciples which bave been ievealed to us
from ihe beavens bring this peop'e to the
standard of trutb; it is that which makes
them one. The proof of ihis is before us—

Latter-day Saints, you are my witnesses. |

In regard to the characier of the Deity, our

present myself before this congregation as
8 teacher of the way of life anu nalvntinn,f
end I seek unto the Lord day by day for
strenglh and wisdom to e able ine to magnify |
my bigh and holy calli"g, to the end that

those who believe my testimory may besaved

faith is different from that of our former re-

ligivns associates; but we leave the world to
judge, every man for bimse!f, whether we are
right or wiether they are right, at the same
time pleading with them to lay aside their
prejudices, and weigh matters in the sca'e of

dinances regulate and direct the consciences
of the people? I decide that the gospel of life
and salvation should form, direct, guide and
dictate the conseiences of all. In this light
the Latter-day Saints take the seriptures, the
ordinanc-s of the gospel and the Holy Priest-
hood, and act accordingly.

When it was said to Peter and his brethren,
auciently, “men and brethren what shall we
do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ, for the remission of gins, and
ve shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
Jesus Christ taught his disciples to lay their
hands upon baptized believers, for the gi/t «f
the Holy Ghost. ““Now when the apostles
which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria

in the pres-nce of the Father and the Son; Justice, that they may c rrectly judge of right had received the word of God, they sent unto

and that those whbo cannot abide the law
which prepares mankind to enter into the Ce-
lestial kingdom, may be prepared for just as
bigh a kinzdom asd glory as they can abide.
here exists in the minds ot men throuzh-

truth and error.

Our religion is founded upon the priesthood
of the Son of God —it is in-orpor 'ed within
thig priesthood.—We frequently hear people

out the world a great variety of ideas aud po-

tions in regard to the character of the Si='holy system of
rems Being, yet a!l believe in a supreme rul- |

og power which is invisible to themn, whieh

48 some suppose, i4 beyond the most distant
tars,

aving, 2s sowe suppose, a corporeal form,'
and, as others “uppuse, being without form, |

All prople bave their natiosal ani individu-|

8l capacilies, desires faith, pureuits, b b.ls,
[anners, c:slome, ete. We, like o hiets, hink |
that our religion is the best religion upon the

earth. All have the piivelege of worshiping !

the Sun, Moon, or Stars, if th y please; to
imagine to themselies a supreme being exist-
ing in any form their imagzinations may create,
or in no form at all. ‘Othe's are ‘as enthusi-
aslic in their faith and religious doctrine, as
we are. I doubt ot that those we call hea-
then are as sincere in their liea'henish wor-
ehip as we are in ours. ‘I'be christian worid
of the 19th century acknowledze the Oid and|
New Testaments as the standard of their re-
ligion, yet 't would be difficult to imagine a
reaier variety of views, motions and beliefs,
in regard to the Suprewe Being, than exists
among the christians of the present day.

The foundation of the relizion we hive em-
braced, and are trying to practice, ig based
upon new revelation, To learn the true re-
ligion is to learn and understand its Autbor.

The Latter-day Sa nts.differ from ther

christian brethren why do not belong to the

Latter-day Church, and we have, we cousider,
as good a right to dilfer from them as they
bave to differ irom us. They say that our re-
ligion is not ort odox, “is of short standung,
and unpopulary that makes no diff-rence with
us. Weare onein our beliet ina Sopreme
Being, while they wid ly diffor upon this vi-
tal point;
it, etill making more uncertain the possibiuty
of their becowing united, they are couteit to
say ‘‘great istie mys ery of Godliness, God
made manifest in the flesh,” and there they
leave it,

Moses represents God as saying “Let us|
make man in our image, alter our lizeness.”
“So God created man i his own image, in the
image of God created he bim; male and fe-
male created he tuem.”” Are we willing, in
our faith to subseribe to thoge statements?
Are wa wiliing tolet the truth of heaven
speak in plainness, and have ita full influence
over our wind:? A few meore quotations of
scripture upon this point will answer my pre-
sent purpose. “‘Paulip saith unto him, Lord,
show us the F:ther, and it sufliceth us, Je-
sus gaith upto bim, bave I been golong a
time with vou, and yet hast thou not known
me, Fhilip? he that bath seen wme, hath seen
the Fatirer; and how sayest thou then, shew
us the Father?” “In whom the God of this
world bath blinded the minds of them which
beiieve not, lest the light of the glorious gos-

#nd, a3 others suppose, is everywhere;’

nd aiter ages of contioversy upon!

inquire what the
povermment. It is the' law
£overn and control the- earth and
the inhabitants tiat dwe!l upen it and all
things pertaining to it. ‘The eremy an

calied Satan, never owned the ea th; he never

the labor of the Son of God is te criate, pre-

serve, purity, baild 1+ p and ex 1t all things—
the earth and its fulness—to his standard of

grea'ness and perfection; to resto e a\ things -
to their paradisiacal state and make them glo-
rious. The work of the one ia to preserve and
sanct.fy, the work of the otheris to waste
away, def.ce and destrov; and the time wiil
come when it will be manifest Lo ali tht the

evil ore iz an usurper, a so that all govern-

mentg, nations, kingdows and people upon the

face of this earth, thatare opposed to the Gov-

ernmenief the S of God, are usurpations
and usurpors ofthe rights and possessions of
Himn whose right it is to reizn.,

Thinking men, inquizing minds, ask wheth-
er it is really necessary for the Government of
God to be on the earth at the prescnt day; I
answer, most assuredly; there never was a
time when it was more needed than it is now,
Why? DBecause men do not know how to gov-
ern themselves without it Would it be con-
gidered treaso: by any Christian government
in our day to profess to a-lieve in the Loid
Jesus Christ, and in the efficacy of his death
and resurrection for the salvation of man, and
to profess and declare that it i+ ‘his ivalien-
able, indispu able right and prerogative to
reizn over wmen, the earth, and a'l things upoan

o

it?

In November, 1838, Joseph Emith and
others were a'raicned before Judge Austin A.
King, in Ray eoun y, Missouri. In cougse of
the examinpation onr church mganization was
converied into a temporel kingdow, which
was to fill the whole earth and snbdue all
other kingdoms. Much was ingquired by the
Judge (who by the way, was a Methodist),
concerning the prophecy of Daniel:—*In the
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set
up a kingdom which shall break in pirces all
other kingdoms and stand forever,”
““And the kingdom and the greatn:ss of
kingdom under the who'e heavers shall be
given to the Saints of the Most High,” ete.,
when lawyer Doniphan said:—*J.dge, you
had better wake the Bib'e treason.” The
Lord has suff-red the earth to lie under sin
for thousands of yeirs:—“Wherefore as by
one man sin entered into-the world, and dea I
by sin, a d so death hith nassed upon all

 nen, for that ail bave ginned.”

The system of church government that we
have d.ffers from others, Lut we take the Bible
fur our standard, which you can all read at

pel of Clirist, who is the image ¢f God, should
ghine unto them.?” “Whae being the bright-
ness of the giory, and the cxpress ima.e of
his person, and upho'ding all things by the
word of his power, when he had by Uilﬂi&lf\
purged our sins, gal down on the right hand
of the Maj2sty on high* From these scrip-
tures you can sl once understand there is a
s'rong rtesecmblance belween the Fatbher and
the Son in the person of the Savior, who pos-
seased all the qualifications of a peifect man.
We Latter-cay Saints believe that God is
oar Father, according to the declaration of
the prophets and apostles; that we are his
off sprinz, and thatl He bas mide of one flesh
gnd blood ~1i the inhabitants of the earth, no

' tized, shall be saved; but he that believeth not,

your leisure. Jesus said tohis diseiples: " “Go

every creature. He that believeth andis bap-
stuall be damned.” Do we believe this 1m-
portan®. saying, «r do we no:? Isthis trus,
or is it not true? I am answered:—*It was
go in the days o! Christ and the apostles, hyt
it is. not exactly so now, for God 1s mejeiful
to ail, is no respecter of persons, but giveil
to all men iiberaily that asketh, whether they
are baptized or not, We believe in the light
of the Bpirit, but we do no: belive that hap-
listn is either Lere or theie to affoct valva-
tion.”? Another one sa.sr—Youn can be ba;
tized, if you wish to be, for i:-s rizht for
every pers 'n Lo answer bLis own consciepree,

|-

matter whether they be white. black, red yel-
low, or copper colored.

every mamber and sense of his body
yeloped as a peifect man., Isth re any harm
in believ ng this? If we do nottake this view
of the Great Auathor of our existence, what
view sliall we fake of Lhim? 8Shail we try
view Hun as

well de-

We believe in a Gol|before
who bas ej;es to see, ears to Lear, indeed|feels that h's consclence

to'
a shapeless, passienless, ma2as-| swer his cougcience,

for ii you can only answer a vood counseience
God, it is enough.” Taen anotber gne
18 answered withont
being bap'ized, Ancther one’s ¢ nscience is
answered by kneeting down it the water, and
baving water poured upun him. Anoiher’s
conscience is not auswered, witho it baingr bur-
ied with Christ in baptism.

must ‘be buried in the

ureless entily? Sbuall we consider the Being | water face downward, th.t be M4y come up

in whoseinaze we were made, an ugorgan-

ized eleme. .t of some kind, tloating in
mensity of space, witho it mind, plan,

God is considered to b2 everywhere pres-

ence?”? He ia present wi h all hia creations |
through his inflnence, through his government
Bpirit and power, but he himselt is'a person

age of tabernacle, and we are made after his |
likeness.

or pur- |
pnit? I

back ficst to the spactalors. And aiother, to

the im-  answer his conscisnce, imust He :-‘I}Tinh‘l d ffom
a bowl of water on the furehead, waking the

sign ot the crosa, and be sees no reason why

lall his bouseho!d shou'd not be baptized in the |
gnt at the same moment; and the psafmnist!

gays ““whither shall I flee from thy pres- |

saine way, and 8o h- has them all baptize | by
sprinkling, even the iufant in its mnothe:’s
arme; and the congeiences of 1he parests are
answered by ch osing sponsors, or god-
fathers and god mothers, But tell wie bow
the conscience of the unconscious inlant cap
be answered? “O, as to thitits conscience

I was said bere this morning that the ges-

pel maketh those who receive it of one heart!

aad of one mind; they become of one heart
Wnd of ome mind a3 to the principles of the

-

is all right, it is made by the mo'her a-d the
priest.” Now, I ask, shouid 1hie consciences
of the people regulate the ordinances ot the
gospel of the Son of God, or sbould those or-

ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to ;

Anothierone, to aj- |

‘and wrong and know the difference between them . Peter and John; who, when they were

.come down, prayed for them that they might
receive the Holy Ghos's “Then laid they their
hands en them, and they received the Holy
Ghost > The gift of the Holy Ghoar was so
Simon, a sorcerer, who bewitehed the
laying on of the apostles’” hards the Holy
Ghost was given, be offered them money, say-
Ghosgt.?

were baptized again by Paul,

Son of God, never did ard never eam work
righteousness; they may o thousands of good
acts, for which they will have therr reward,
but as the followars of Jesus- as bis disciples
—a8 lights shiv'ig in darkness -as way
marks to the kingdom of heaven—as the ora-
cles of truth to the children of men—they do
not and cannot work riglieousness to be
saved in the celestial kin dom, 1ndependent
of the Holy Priesthosd. 1s the Holy Ghost
given? Yes, it may be given to m mbers of
the various churches, who are sineere enouzh
lo receive the revelation and power of God.
Here and there the Holy Ghost is and has
been given to a few. Isit giv-nto al? No.
Have they any right toit? No. Itis the

' 8ystem of governinen® God has revealed tothe

1
I
|

[
1

‘elaim them,

|

|

| Agzain we read of certain ones, whao l!_lhﬂ Holy
made a particle of it; Liis labor is not to cre- bad been baptized to John’s baptisin, who

jate, but to destroy; while, on the o'Ler bhand, “‘and when | His servants to

chidren of men that gives peop e a right to
\be ordinances, blessings 2nd privileges of
the gospel of Christ, and without that they
have not any le«al right to them. and cannot
When men have the privilege of

hearing the plan of salvation from the mouth

priesthood iz; it is a pureand visibly, manifest that a certain man ealled | ;Jlf Tr i}li:tpirml servant of God, aud they reject
pnnp‘.e'[ 1 WIH P :
that governs and controls all things, and will of Samaria, when he “saw that through tha | PGBHEHEHIHH}F portien of
| eventuall
does not speak to them, whose dwel ing place,!

romise thew that, if they have ever
the Holy Spirit, it
will depart from teem and geveufoid inore
darkness will ensue to the mind of that person

d op- ing give me this power, that on whomsoever |than is the lot of ail to suffer in a state of
poser of Jeaus—the ac user of the brethren— I lay my hands, he may receive the IHoly  nature,

uninlightened by the inspiring rays of
Spir:t,

When Jesus Christ, while on the earth, gent
pre e¢h He instructed them to

Paul had faid his bands upon them, the Holy | promise ail baptized beliavers that, “theas

Gliost eame on them,

taln us in this
the gospel. 1 zay let God
every man a liar.

Now tue inguirer asks, “is not the Holy

be tr”f’ if it makes

ordinances. We have a striking example of

this in the ca e of Cornelius and his bhouse-
hold,

] rpeaker,

Cornelius was a gentie, and geutites ' it, would it not
were sup osrd by the ancient disclples of written, and is

and they spake with sizus shall follow themn that be ieve: In my
tongues and prophesied.”” This is the gospel vame shall they cast
we believe in and practice, now judge ye for |8peak with new fongues; they
yourseivea whether we have the Bible to sus- seipent ;
Fractice of the ordinances of it shall

ont adeviie; thev shall
shall take up
and if they drink any deadly thipg
not Burt thews they =hail lay han s on
the sick, and they aall recover.” ““Bu-, Mr.
were not ‘hese signs d me awa ¥V
Yes, but how were they don: away? They

Ghost given to others. as well as to members | were done away by the wickedpess and unve-
of your church?” I would answer yes, in!lief of the peopls
some (ustances; ot in such cases they receive the Lord Almiglry,
it through grace, notthrough obedience to the longer neede

““Were they 1o e away by
because théy were no
They were vot,

“But if & man should, by the gift of tha
Holy Ghost, in these days propheey and write
be adding t» what is already
not that strictly forbidden???

212

Christ unfit vesse!s for the reception of that Tuis is a very popular qu-ry, ard 1 am dis-

holy influaence;

but the house of larael had posed to notice it

afoew

mom-uts. In Deu-

proved themselves unworthy of the words of teronomy it is written:—Ye shall not add
lite, and the time had come that tbey shonld unto the word which I cominand you, neither

be offered to the gentiea.

It appears tbhat ehall ye diminish
Corpeling was a devout man, one that feared keept
God, gave much ahns ani prayed 1o Goa al-  which I command you.??
ways. I: gsaw a vision—an angel of God |of Proverba it
coining to him—who told him that his pray- , God is pure; He is a shield unto them
ers were heard, and that his alms were come | their trust in Him.

ouzht from it, Ltbat ye may
he commandments of the Lard your God
Agam, in the baok
is written:—""Every word of
that put
Adl thou net un‘o tlis

up before Gol for a memorial, Then the an-, worda lest He reprove thee, and thou be found

ge! told Corvelius to send men lo Joppa to a liar.® Again, in the Jast
~call for one Sinmon, whose surname wag Peter, tions it is writter:—*For | testify unto every
(telling Corneling where he lodged in a housa | man that heareth

by the sea side, and saying

come, 80. when lrte went up to the house top
to pray, he b-came very hangry, an
‘a irance while they
for him,
were, a great ¢h -et, knit at the four corners,

were makine food

And there came a vuice to him siyi g rise,
Peter, kill and eat. But Pater refused, say-
'inz I have never eaten anylhing that 's com-
‘mon_or unciean. And the voice said what

-lei hath cleansed, that call not thou com-

mon. ‘““While Pe'er thought on the vision,
|the epirit'said unto bim, behold three men
'reek thee ?  FPeter went to the house of Cor-
neling, and whi'e be spake to those who were
assembled “the Holv Ghost fell on all them
'which heard the w rd »
cirenweission which believed we e asfonished,
@8 many as came with Peter, for they heard
them speak with tongues
Then answered Peler, can any man forbid

|lw;1%er, that these should not be baptized who

‘have received the Holy Gbost as well as wed?
| Now it may be asked, ““what more did Cor-
n-ling want?”?. He needed to be bantized,
Agaia it is asked:—*is the Holy Ghosgt
(Kiven in Lhis age of the world?? Yes, but
they could rot send men to Joppa £ r Peter,

| "
for beho!d there was no Peter, or men posses- | the same.

sing the Ho y Priesthood, to send for, neither
thias tiiere been si ce the cburch Jost the Holy
- Pcies hiood, until it was res ored tiirough the
Prophet Joseph Smith. Cornélius did not be-
iong to the house of Isracl, yet Lie received
he Holy Ghost. Conlinue this history, and
Ix-.*u:u. does it give to us? It gives 1o us the
ey of knowledyge with regard to receiving the
!Hr”,- Ghost thronzsh the ordinances of the
goape!, that it is free to all, Jew and Gentile.
a3 Peter exclrimed when Cornelius had re-
lated to him Low he was instructed to send
(ten to Joppr. “OF a truth 1 perceive that
God s 1o reapecter of personsy but in every
natien, e that feareth him and worketl righ-
leonsness, is accepted of him.”

Uur frinds of the Christian world have
labored {rom the pulpit and through tne pregs,
for ages, to make 1t appear that baptism b,
immerston is non esantial, and that the laying
op of hands for the gitt of the Holy Ghost is
done away and no longer mneede!. Suppose
Cornelius had refuse | to be bap ized, on the
grounds that he had receive : the Holy Glost
‘as well as the aposties, (he result would have
| been thst the Holy Ghost would have leit.bim,
iE!;m] the Jight that wis in bim would have be-
come darkness,’ and then it conld have been
exclaimed, how great is that darknes ! Those
who work rigoteonsness, do as they aze com-
'manded by the Holy Priesthood; and those

who do no: accordinz to the commands and
requirements of the Holy Priesthood of the

let down from heaven to the earth, filled with |in

all manner of four-footed beasts of the ear:h, | ceased 1o give revelation to His children?
ete. |and creepivg things, and fowls of the air. | Those passages were written to

the | the

|
|

‘‘And they of the('

chap. of Revela-

the worda of the prophecy

“he shall tell ; of this boox, if any man sball a-d uuto these
thiee what then ouchtest to do »? In the wesn- | things,

time the prejudices of Peter had to be over- | that are

God shali add unto Lim the lagues
weilten in this book; and if any wsn
shall take away from the words of the book

d rell into | of this prophecy, God ghall take away Lisg
ready | partout of the book of life, and ont of the
While in the trance he saw as it holy city,

_ and from the things which are
wWrtiten in this bo k.” Where is it intimated

ttiese pasgages tha' God would cease or had

guard against
mutilation of the revelations a‘ready
civen, which then existed in manuscript form,
all very likely there existed not more than one
copy when these words were written. It
cannot reisonably be supposed for a mowent
that the Alwighty has sealed His own mouth
in silence by the sciiptures quoted, yet they
are used in that light by mod -rn Clristians.
We are eafe in saying that from the da
that Adam was created and placed in the
Garden of Elen to this day, the plamof salva-

tion and the revelations of the wili ¢f God to

man are unchanged, althongh mankind IfMve

and magnfy God. | nol for many ages been favored therewith, in

consequence el apostacy and wick:duess.
There isno evidence to be found inthe bibles
that the gospel should be one thing in the
days of the Israelites, another in the days of
Cbrist and his Apostles, and another in the
19th Century, bu', on the contrary, we are in-
structed that Ged is the sawe in every age,
and that His plan of savine His clildren is
He has redeemed the word by
offering up His O .ly Bagotien Son, and that
8on is the beir of (he earth and to alf thinesg
which pertain to it, He Las not changed His
‘aws, oroimnapces and covenants pertaining to
H'mself and the salvationof mauwkind. The
plan ot salvation 18 one, from the beziunivg of

Lthe world to the end thereof.

The gifts of the gospel are given to
strengthen the faith ¢f the beliey er:—“They,
ghall speak with new tongues,” gaith Jesus,
The stranger who 18 ignorant.of cur his‘ory
tquires:—*“Have you the gift of torgucs in
your chureb?”?  Yes, and were [to permit it

now, hundreds of the E ders ard the sisters.

would tise vp 1n tris congregation an ¢ gpeak
th new Longues, and interpret as well as the
learned ot the age; but Ido not perwitit.
Does the gifl of prophecy exist with us? This
tact is @0 evident and plain that it appears fo
us aimost a loss of time @ talk abouti’. The
present 8 ate of #flairs and the present ure
Lappy state of ou- onee happy country, I
have preaclred and proplecied of for the 1ast
thirty years; and so have thousands of others
prophecied before the people of this land that
the Almighty would come out in His wrath
and vex the nation for perscenti g the pri ste

hood of the Son of God; the fulfillment ia toa. |

evident to attempt to prove,

I will here gay that it is a mistaken idea, 3
the Calvinists, that God

as entertained. by

A

has d: creed all things whatsoever that come

to pass, for the volition of the creature ig

L]
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