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correspondence
THE archbishop OF ST 7 PAUL

st paul minn dec 24 1897 for
this the mid sunday of the christmas
holidays the day when we all stop for
a few moments thought during the
season of love and rejoicing I1 cannot
give a better letter than the deserdescrip-
tion

ip
of an interview which I1 recently

had here with the rev john ireland
the famous catholic archbishop of st
paul archbishop ireland is one of ththe
most loved of the public men of the
united states his face has a smile as
sweet as that of santa claus and there
is onan honest independence of character
about him which charms all who meet
him he is the persopersonificationunification of liberal
catholicism he has preached temper-
ancece from the pulpit the lecture plat-
form and the press and has again and
again announced himself as against
anyaby union of church and state more
thimthan any other ecclesiastic he has made
himself known as a patriotic american
he06 believesbellevep in the reign of tthehe people
and Is enthusiastic as to our possibili-
ties as a nation he stands very close
to the pope leo XIII and the popes
great interest in american matters is
largely due to the influence of father
ireland

the archbishop was born in ireland
but he froug ht the right of his ameri-
cana citizenshiptAsenshIp by for the
union during the late war in 1861 he
was a young priest in minnesota hav-
ing just finished his education in the
theological seminaries of europe after
the battle of bull run he offered his
serviservicesoes as chaplain and was attached
to the ath minnesota regiment the
most of the members of this regiment
were catholics and young father ire
landhamd was the most popular man of the
corpscor a he preached to the boys before
and after the battle and I1 have heard
it saidbald that the men would drop their
cards and leave their games at any
time to hear one of his sermons he
waswa not however contented with
preachinghing at times he went into bat-
tle

bat-
tie and fought with the men this was
the case at corinth the late john
arans editor of the rocky mountain
news who was in the fight once told
the story it was in the midst of that
battle the famous texas brigade had
made their desperate charge the con-
federatesfedetates hadbad succeeded in penetrating
thithe union lines they had captured
some of the batteries and were pouring
tetointo the streets of corinth the gap
in the lines was widening more
soldiers were rushing through it
looked as though the confederates
would soon attack rosecrans army
16 the rear when the ath minnesota
Rgregiment was ordered to the rescue to
closeclop the gap they attempted to do
go80 they threw themselves like a whirl-
wind upon the enemy with shot and
bayonet they rushed upon the advanc-
ing mass pressing it back incabyinch by inch
until at last they retook the batteries
obiahbloh had been lost and almost suc-
ceeded in establishingreestablishingre the line at
thetha point where it had been broken
just at this timie when the enemy
were still crowding and fighting for the
gap the cry went out from union sol-
diers for more ammunition many of
our boys had used up their forty
rounds and were replenishing their
cartridge boxes from those of their
dead comrades it was then that
walking amid the shot and shell came
a smooth shaven tall angular young
man in the dressdrees of chaplain upon
hisbis shoulder he carried a heavy box
mwand asaa he walked along just baekback of
the soldiers hebe out from time to
time

here are cartridges for you boys
here are more cartridges for you

and so he went along the line the
soldiers reaching back and grabbing
the cartridges by the handfuls and
then turning again with new ammuni-
tion upon the struggling enemy and
so through all that fight this smooth
shaven chaplain moved back and forth
carrying ammunition to the men to
whom he had preached only a few
nights before he kept it up until at
last when the evening shades began to
fall the battle closed with a victory for
the union forces then it was dis-
covered that the brave chaplain was
missing father ireland for it was
he who carried the cartridges to the
men could nowhere be found the
greatest concern prevailed and almost
all thought that his bravery had cost
him his life there was an anxious
search among the wounded when in
an improvised hospital on the outer
edge of corinth the young priest was
found unhurt but still at work speak-
ing words of comfort and cheer to the
wounded and dying

such was the father ireland of 1862

he was only twenty four years old
then he is fifty nine years old today
and the thirty five years which have
gone by since the battle of corinth
have been years full of work for him
every one knows his ecclesiastical la-
bors outside of this he had done great
things for the country and his people
one of his schemes was to establish
colonies in the unoccupied lands of
minnesota and dakota in order to take
care of the poor people of the tenement
districts of the big eastern cities and
to save the emigrants from the temp-
tations and dangers which axeare found
in such quarters he founded a num-
ber of such settlements and several
thriving little towns are due to his ef-
forts another great thing which he
attempted but in which through the
panic he failed was the building of a
magnificent cathedral here in st paul
and in connection with this a well
endowed school he expected to do
this out of own means he was a man
of good business ability and his real
estate investments three years ago
were such that I1 amaln told had he sold
out at that time he would have been
worth something less than
the hard times however made such a
shrinkage in real estate that suburban
property dropped from the value ot0
several thousand dollars an acre to al-
most nothing and the archbishopsarchbishops
wealth faded away under the shadow
of the depressed money market he
had borrowed upon his holdings in real
estate about one tenth of their value
but this tenth was hardly enough at
forced sale to bring the amount of the
debt and without there tois a great re-
vival in real estate the archbishop will
not be able to regain the immense
fortune he had

the archbishop a
about two miles from the center of0 the
city it was by telephone that we ar-
ranged for an appointment there and
later on I1 met him again in the pas-
tors house next to the cathedral in st
paul he was at first rather averse to
an interview for publication but as he
grew interested in my questions his
words came forth hot and fast and I1
had trouble in holding them in all their
meaning at times the archbishop
spoke slowly and meditatively eindand
again as he warmed up to his sub
eject he arose and walked up and down
the floor giving me striking ideas at
the rate of words a
out the talk I1 waswa struck by his evi-
dent earnestness and his high spirited

points of view one of my first ques-
tions was as to whether we should ever
have a universal or a world religion
the archbishop replied

1I think we have such a religion now
the world religion is the religion of
christ it is based upon christ yester i1
day today and forever christ came
down to the world as a divine teach-
er and proposed his religion as one
that was to last to the end of the
world if I1 did not believe that christ
was divine I1 could of course discuss
other religions the mosaic religion
was divine but its message was only
to prepare the way for the religion of
christ you might ask why it has not
become more universal why the world
is not already altogether christian to
that I1 say that what seems to us a
long time may be only a moment in the
mind of the infinite god the infinite
cannot be judged by the finite and inid
gods time I1 believe all the world will
come unto him

but your excellency do you not
think the world is becoming more liber-
al in regard to religious matters

yes was the reply but it Is
cesscessareary to state what liberality or li-
beralismberal ism means if it means that man
is to give up or conceal what he really
believes to be the truth I1 do hope the
world is not becoming more liberal
the almighty judges men according to
their lights and consciences itif men arare
absolutely sincere in their beliefs ana
actions we must respect their sincerity
veneven as I1 believe god respects it L
think in this sense the world is far
more liberal now than in the past we-
are now willing to say that men may
honestly differ from us in such thingsthing4
and be right in others this is liberal-
ism in the true sense and I1 think it is
important that it should not exist to
its fullest extent in our country we
americans are made up of men of all
beliefs but we have so much in com-
mon with our family social state and
business relations that it Is vital to oui
happiness that we respect one another
if we had not liberalism of this kindkincl
we should soon have chaos it is to our
interest that we work together we
have to help trust and respect one an-
other it is due to this that we have-
a happy and united country even
though we are divided upon the lines
of religion

the world is moremom
liberal your excellency I1 suppose you
will also say it is growing better

ah replied the archarchbishopishop as to
that I1 dont know the world tois ainim-
proving in many ways but in others
it seems to me it is at a standstill or
worse As far as material things go
we have made many steps in the
advance we accomplish more we
live better and so tarfax as mans own
thought and works in a temporal ancy
social way can persuade man to be
good the world is perhaps better and
stronger but when it comes to ques-
tions of moral and social purity per-
sonal integrity the repression of pas-
sion and the possessionposslon of higher alms
otof life and citizenship I1 do not know
I1 believe the chief support of all of
them Is religion and by religion I1
mean the strong belief in an all
powerfulPower tUl divine ruler of the universe
and in rewards and punishments from
that ruler when such religious faith
declines the danger is that morals will
also decline I1 fear that there is such
a decline going on now though I1 hope
it is only momentary

I1 upon what especial lineslilies do you
notice the decline your excellency

chiefly along the lineslilies of material-
ism and agnosticism said the arch-
bishop and of course upon all linearlinea
which tend to takemen away from a
belief in the divinity of god and christ
the further we get away from the con-
viction of a divine moral ruler the
further we get away from chirst


