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TRIBUNE pettifogging

the nimsNEWS of march ath Dublipublishedshed
a portion of a lecture by a mormon
elder on 61 josephJoaeph smith as a true
Propprophetbet 11III the elderlder retoldre told the ac-
count of joseph smiths conversation

steven A douglas in which it
was predicted that mr douglas would
attempt to secure the Prebipresidencydeney of the
nation referring to this lecture asan
though it were an editorial of the
NEWS the said

stephen A douglas was an american
Statenstatesmaniian formerly he was a judge on
the bench in illinois when the mor
mons were driven out of missouri into
illinois with the vigor which was part of
his nature he investigated thoroughly
their system and reached the irresistible
conclusion that it was something more
than a creed that it was a government
diametrically opposed to the government
of the united states and when the
saintssaint in turn were driven out of illinois
and when from this region theyahey peti-
tioned for statehood judge Doudouglasilasinin
his inelincisivesive way declared that the united
states government should interpose and
send a commission here to govern this
territory backed with sufficient force to
enforce its edicts

I1 want to call attention to a misrep-
resentationresen tation in the above it was when
the mormonscormons were rivendrivend from mis-
souri that mr douglas became
their friend and there is noth-
ing to indicate that he was not their
friend all through their persecution
in illinois up to 1848 at least he
waa intimate with joseph smith and
on the of may of that year mr
douglas dined with mr smith at car-
thage illinois and it was on that oc-
casion that the prediction was made
that it is claimed was a true proph-
ecy that was but a beir before mr
smiths death and mr douglas sads iid
nothing against the mormonscormons until
1857 fourteen years after that convercon ver
bation took place

furthermore the mormonscormons peti-
tioned for statehood in 1849 eight
years before mr douglas opened hisbis
lips against them it isip clear thee
torelore that the tribune misrepresents
mr douglas and yet this is a matter
of historyhiatory fitt shows how little reliance
can be placed upon the tribunes state-
ments in anything concerning the
mormonscormonsMormons

again the tribune dinitsin its pettifogging
effort to weaken the force of the state
mente made to mr dou laajas by mr
smith says

tiltit was safe to tell him too that hehe
would die for the disease even then was
upon him which killed him a disease
which was beyond the science of medicine
to relrelieveleve appp

that is to say the tribune asserts
that when mr Douglas dined with mr

on the hebe
was sufferingering from a disease which
was beyond the science of medicine to
relieve yet be lived eighteen years
after that dinner that cconversationon
and that prediction it will doubtless
be news to mr douglas to be in-
formed thus that in 18431848 he wanwas already
so far gone that medical skill could not
reltrelieveexle him this is only another evi
dence oflof theothe bunes skillski liasas a petti-
foggerfolgeritt was well known that mr louglas
disappointment hastened hishia death as
similar disappointment had hurried
webster intoin to the unknown as similar

disappointment hastened Greely8

death it tola quite likely that mr
douglas had for years forgotten that
conversation with joseph smith and
died without recalling it but while
the prediction may have had nothing
whatever to do with mr DdauglasDiubuglaglas41 de-
feat while his hostility to the mormonMoroions
may have in no wise contributed to hibis
defeat there is no need to misrepresentpresen
the historical facts in order to manu-
facture prejudice against the mormonscormons
today

mr douglas knew mr smithamian andana
doubtless many more of the mormonscormons
well mr douglas knowing more
about the Mormorts than the editor of
the tribune seems to know was their
friend for many years and not until
the malice of brocchus drummond
magraw and others of their kind hadbad
succeeded in creating a belief in the
east that the mormonscormons were in rore-
bellion against the government of the
united states did mr douglas say a
word against them he had not
known them personally for
years he knew how they had bbeenben
driven he may have believed that
they were in rebellion as charged ardand
sono believing he may have made up hishie
mind that they should be destroyed
then again the outcry against the
cormonsmormons in the fasteast was very bitter
and general no man could have
hoped to be elected to the presidency
of the nation who should defend them
mr douglas it was remembered had
been he friend of the mormonscormonsMor mons when
he thought the time had come for allm
to ask for the highest office in the gift
of the people he may have reflected
that his friendship for the hated mor
mons would be raised against him and
hence he would kill the possibility of
such a thing by denouncing them
such a thing is not only possible but
ititisis human and mr douglas was
humnhuman all the facts in the cuecase
and all the presumptionspresumptiona are solid
against the rancor of the tribune as
shown in its efforts to twist distort
and misrepresent the actual relation

I1 ship that existed between steven A
douglas joseph smith and the mor-
mon peopleI1ae prior to 1857

there no reason to doubt that such
a conversation did occur as is reported
if the mormon people call it a true
prophecypropropiWecyrecy what isia there wrong in thatffif there were prophets in ancient
times why should there not be proph-
ets now the abune dotes on the
prophetsprophete of the past why should it
stultify itself by assuming a position
the logical outcome of which is that
god is dead and therefore the gift of
prophecy is lost forever lietbat us tell
the truth and leave the event to time

CHARLES ELLIS

SAMUEL

on tuesday march an accountt
of the death of brother samuel

of lehi which occurred on the
of february appeared in the

EVENING news together with a
recital of some of the prominent I1inci-
dents in hishid life as furnished us by a
correspondent owing to a number of
the dates given bt ing erroneous and
the interesting nature of the career of
the deceased we copy the following
from the historical of 1887
which as thehe data was furnished by

brother himself can be relied
upon as being correct

samuel was born in had
dingadingtonton fasteast lothian scotland jan 15
1809 he spent hishia boyhood days at dan-
bar where be alskoalo learned the shoemakers
trade he married catherine elsbet dec
4 1830 and shortly aflerafterwardward decided to
emigrate to australia but finding himself
abort of means he changed his plansplans and
emigrated to america in 1832 settling
near the city of toronto in canada where
he first heard the falness of the gospel
proclaimed and was baptized by theo-
dore turley sept 10 18871837 together with
his wife in the following spring he
started with his family for missouri and
arrived in springfield ill on his way
thither july 30 1838 there his familyfaintly
remained while he performed his mission
to scotland owing to the temporarytempos ary
loealocationtion of a number of families from
Kirtland Ohio in 1838 a branch of the
church was organized at springfield
nov 4 IM1838 in which elder
officiated as a teacher later a stake of
zion was organized there brother
nor was ordained to the office of an elder
march 10 1839 and to that of a seventy
may 6 on the latter date he waswa
ad viedvi ed to prepare forforaa foreign mission
which he did and left his family at
springfield july 16 1839 and started in

with an ederelder snider for new
york where they arrived AUKaug letb
after preaching in he neighborhood of
i hatbat city and having made a visit to10 kirtl-
and ohio he sailed fromfroin new york in
company with elders hiram darkclark and
alexander wright nov 6 1839 they
arrived in liverpool england dec ard
onin the ath they started for preston
where theychev arrived on the ath there
they spentent about ten daysdaya very pleasantly
with willardwillard richardsrichard and the saints
on the evening of dec elders

and wright started for scotland and
arrived at glasgow on the after a
successful mission elder
took an affectionate leave of the
saints in scotland and sailed from
glasgow oct 2 1840 on his
way back to america after vis-
iting amonamong the saints of liverpool
be atattendedtendel a general conference at
manchester and then engaged passage for
a small companycompa of saints from scotland
on board the ship isaac newton which
failed from liverpool on the TWthis
was the first company of emigrants who
went bybv dav of new orleans where the
comcompanyganv arrived december 2ndand after a
pleasant voyage of 48 daysdaya for years
afterwards the favorite route of emigra-
tion from great brittin to nauvoo illial
waswaa via Nnawaw orleans elder millinersMullinerstyl

little company of scotch saints continued
their travel from new orleans by steam-
boat up the Missimississippi river to stlouisst louis
mo where elder Kul liner left the com-
panyany and travelee I1 by stage to springfield
Vil where he was again unita wit i his
family on december 1840 some
time after his return home elder mulli
nrnar removed with his family to nauvoo
ill from which place he was sent on a
mission in november 1842 in crossing
the lake from chicago to buffalo a terri
ble storm came up which nearly
every vessel on the lake except the one
elder and a followfellow missionary
jaines Houston were on in parting with
the captain of the vessevesselamrmr walker at
buffalo evereler made him a pres-
ent of some church books and thanked
him for bringing him safe across the
captain replied with emphasis elder 3

liner dont thank me it s I1 who
am under obligation to you for a safe
voyage for I1 am fully convinced that had
it not been for you mormon elders being
on board the ship would have gone to
the bottom and I1 wish you when you
getet back home to10 teutell your brethren that
ifif any of your eldeiraldeis wish to cross these
akes let them inquire for captain walk


