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REMARKS

By Pre’;ldent Brigham Young, Bowery, Aug.
9, 1857,

T e

REPORTED BY G. D, WATT.

So far as I am concerned, with regard to the
performance of duties by the Elders of Israel—
the duties which have been placed upon them and
required at their hands upon their missions— for
the gratification of the brethren just referred to
by Elder Taylor, I will say, if there has been no-
thing hitherto expressed here manifesting the feel-
ings of the First Presidency of the Church and
the members in general on this point, I can an-
gwer for ‘the people by asking and answering a

question. /

Br. Taylor, br. Georze A. Smith and br. Bern-
hisel, did you do your duty in Congress in refer-
ence to presenfing our petition for a State? I
think that I can answer for this Committee, as
well as for the people, and say that they dis-
charged their duty manfully and satisfactorily to
their God and to their brethren. I can answer

for the people and say that they are most per-

fectly satisfied with the labors of our Commiftee..

When a man can say of a truth, ‘I have done the
very best thatl could in my mission,” the heart of
every Saint on earth, acguainted with the cir-
cumstances, the angels in heaven and our heav-
enly Father are all satisfied. There is no more
required of us than we are capable of performing.
The First Presidency are satisfied, and I can say
that the people are satisfied.

With regard to the labors of br. Taylor in ed-
iting the paper called the ‘Mormon,’ published in
the City of New York, I have heard many re-
marks concerning the editorials in that paper,
not only from Saints but from those who do not
profess to believe the religion we have embraced,
and it is probably one of the strongest edited pa-
pers that is now published. I can say, as to its
editorials, that it is one of the stropgest papers
ever published, so far as my information extends;
and T have never read one senfence in them but
what my heart could bid success fo it, and beat a
happy response to every sentence that I have
read or heard read. Br. Taylor, that.is for you;
and I believe that these are the feelings and the
sentiments of all in this community who have pe-
rused that paper.

We are satizfied with the labors of the Ellers
generally. True it is not every one that knows
and understands all things; it 13 also true that
men are liable to falter and fail in their judg-
ment, but that is nothing against the real char-
acter of the man, if he is doing the best he kuows
how. Itis true that at times Elders need cor-

recting, and they receive correction in this place.’

It is also true that, when youn correct an individ-
ual in his errors and try {o place him in befter
eircumstances pertaining to judgment and discre-
tion, 1t is annoying, it is grievous, it is painful to
the sensation of that iudividual. It is very true
that chastisements are grievous when they are
recelved, but if they are received in patience they
will work out salvation for those who cheerfully
submoit to them,

If the fime was that the Elders of [srael conld
not be chastened and corrected for their wrongs
and be sel right, you may know that they have
proved recreant fo the faith, And if those who
are appointed to lead this people dare not rise up
and tell them of their iniquity and chastise them
therefor, and teach them the way of life and sal-
vation, you may know that your leaders have
fallen from their station.

The Lord has bestowed the everlasting priest-
Liood upon the children of men for their salvation.
It is not believed for a moment, by any person
who believes in the Bible, that a man or woman
can be savedin their sins. They have to be sep-
arated from their sins and iniquity; they have to
put off the old man with all his deeds and put on
the new man Christ Jesus. If ever we see the
time that we dare not tell men of their evils and
correct them when in faulf, you may despair of
salvation in this kingdom.

Oune grand cause of the enmity entertained to-

wards us by officials sent here by the General:

Government has simply been that I take the lib-
erty of telling men where they do wrong and
wherein they do wrong, both those who are in the
Church and those who are out of it, and my
brethren take the same liberty. If men do evil,
we tell them of their meanness, whereas in the
other portion of onr Government mean dare not
speak themr minds. They are tied up, bound up—
ihey are in felters and chains in every parficular—
as much so as br. Taylor has told you, and a
great deal'more. He said that if a man was found
“in Congress who dare speak in favor of innocence,
justice, truth and mercy, he dare not speak. It
there were any there, when our petition was ex-
pected to be presented. who felt'in their hearts
to favor if, they dare not open their mouths in fa-
vor of its being granted; tor if they spoke at all
they must speak according to the popular notions
of the people; they must go with the tide of popu-
larity. | |
This 13 the case with the whole world. but we
aré chosen out of the world. - And if we accept
salvation on the terms it is offered to us we have
got to be honest i every thought, in our reflec-
tions, in our meditations, in our private circles,
in our deal, in our deelarations and in every act
of our lives, fearless and regzardless of every
princ.ple of error, of every principle of falsebhood
that may be presented. We have no difficulties
with our Governmen';-we never have had anv
difficulties with any government under which we
have lived. But there has been a difficulty, and
what 1s1'?° The ‘Mormons’ have got something
that the rest of course have uotl, ‘and we wll

2}l them out of the way, we will nol have them.*

Asbr, Taylor has said, speakine of the wisdomn
and powerexhibited by the people of the world,
there ate men of talent, of thought, off réflection
and knowledge in all comning tuechanism, they
are expert in that, thouzh they do not know from
whence they receive their intellizence. The
Spiit of (e Lord has not vet entirel ¥ ‘dome siziv-
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ing with the people, offering them knowledge and
intellizence, consequently it reveals unto them,
instructs them, teaches them and guides them
even in the way they like to travel. Men know
how to construct railroads and all manner of ma-
chinery, they understand cunning workmanship,
ete., but that is all revealed to them by the Spirit
of the Lord, though they know it not.

You can find in the minds of the people most
admirable intellizence in things pertaining to the
world, but when you touch the intellizence that
pertains to other worlds, to the kingdom of heav-
en and heavenly things they are dark as midnight
darkness. So dark as this, that Jet ever so good
a thing be revealed to them, no matter how good
for a nation, a people, a community or an indivi-
dual—let a man have it revealed to him how he
can benefit the whole nation—they turn around
and depy God in it. They are so dark as that,
when they never received a particle of intelli-
gence but what came from God. They are fil-
led with darkness.

Instead of wishing injuvies to come on them,
my hLeart igrﬁained for them when I behold their
situation. They are drunk, not with strong drink,
but with their own anger and rage and the spirit
of the enemy which they have received. They
are as wild as Califorpia hLorses. When a lasso
is thrown on them they will run madly against
a fence or a stone wall, or overa person or any-
thing; they are frantic and would break their
own necks. It is just so with the inhabitants of
the earth, and especially so with our Government,
and they are hastening with all possible speed,
with the larriet around their necks, to jump the
precipice and destroy themselves.

I can tell you one thing that I know concern-
ing ‘the inhabitants of the United States. It has
cotne to this that the honest among them, men,
women and children, have dreams foréboding
evil. The visions of their minds are trnnblmE
they are in sorrow, they feel melancholy and have

fall the people. And if you could diseern the
thoughts of their hearts this day, you would pro-
bably find ‘millions of such persons in our Gov-
ernment. When they reflect upon the madden-
ed zeal of the leaders, they know that they can
endure but a litile while and query, ‘what will
come?’ What will the Lord bring on the people
—upon this happy Governmen!? What evil cat-
-aslrophy is about to befall us? Will there be
war? Will we fizht the * Mormons? and will 'the
Lord give the ‘Mormons’ power to fight against
us?  Will the North make war upon the South?
Will they take the sword one against the othér?

upon the people. They have dreams inthe night
which frighten them, and reflections in the day
time which give them sorrow, and they are hax-
rassed from day to day. "They are to be pitied,
for sorrow, woe, destruction, shame and misery
await them. 1 am sorry for them; they are to
be pitied, to be prayed for. |

Almost every maw that has come from the
East of late is teling you the political feelings
and desires of the Government towards this peo-
ple. Br. Taylor has just related thata gentle-
man be met on the road remarked, *what, ecan
you ‘Mormons® fight the United States? Can
you contend with them? ¥ou had better take a
more pacific policy than youhave. Do not speak
about the President, nor about' any of the offi-
cials.” We shall talk as we please about them,
for this is the right and privilegze granfed to us by
the constitution of the United States, and as inin-
isters of salvation we shall take the liberty of tel-
ling men of their sins.

1. ghall talze the liberty of talking as I please
about the President of the United States, and I
expect that I know his echaracter better than he
knows it himself. I will tell youin a few words
a little of it. James Buchanan, who is now sit-
ting in the chair of state and' presiding over this
great Republic, is naturally a passive, docile,
kind, benevolent and good man; that is his na-
tural aisposition I will venturs. Arouse him, and
he has been a man who could.make flamin
speeches. He is now bound up; they have ihe
fetters npon hLis feet, he is handcuffed, his elbows
are pinioned, he is bound on every side, and they
make him.do as they please. Is he obliged to do
so? No. B

Is a man fit to be President of the United
States, who will bow and succumb to the whims
of the people? INo. A President should learn
the true situation of his constituents and deal out
even handed justice to all, utterly regardless of
the clamor uf___[IJarty Suppose the President to
be under the clamor and dictation of several par-
fies, he would order out a company to-day, and
tfo-morrow call them back; he would make a de-
cree to-day and next week revoke it and make
another to suitanother party. He ought not to.pay
attention to any parly, but consider the nation as
a family and deal ont justice and mergy to them
 equally and independently.

I wish that Hickory Jackson was new our
President, for he would kick soms of those rot-
 oroes. to do it.  1f we had a man in the chair who
office, he would call upon his:servants and order
them to kick those mean, miserable sneaks out of
the presidential mansion, off from its grounds and
into the streets, But the President hearkens to
the clamor aronnd him. and, as did Pontius Pilate

saying, ‘I'am clear of the blood of those Latter-
Day Sawts.  Gentlemen, you have dictated, and
I wiil order a soldiery and officials to Utah.” It
1s said, in the Eible, that whosoever ye yield
yourselves to obey, his servants ye are. The
President has yielded himself a servant to cligues
and parfiez, and their servants he shall be. <~ And
all that has been gpeken of him by br. Kimball in
the name of Jesus Christ shall eome upon him:
Do you think that we shall be called treason-
ers, for rebuking him in his sinful course? Yes,
Talk of loyalty to Governinent! Hardly a man
among them cares for the Government of the

a presentiment that something evil is going to be- |

What will become of us? These forebodings are

fwhere he is located; where heaven is an

ten hearted sneaks oul, or, rather, onder his ne--

really was a man and capable -of magnifying his |

in the case of Jesus Christ, has washed bis hands,

| Upited States, any more than he does for the yso-

less card that lies on the table while he is play-

as they would any old fable m any old school
book; scarcely a member on the floor of Con-
gress cares anything about it. |

While br. Taylor was reflerring to the conduct
of officers of the Government, to the pistols, the
bowie-knives, the oyster suppers, the plessant
little nick nacks, and this, that and the other, I
was reminded of a circumstance that lranspired
in the region of the salt works in the State of
New York. In that section there was a place
called Salt Point, one of the ronghest in the world
for drunkenness, gambling, fighting and eursing;
and within a few miles irom Salt Point was a
place called Onadaga Hollow, and the people in
those places used to be in a constant strife to see
which should act the worst. As & man named
Thadeus Woods, who had become considerably
wezalthy by making and selling salt, was going
from Onadaga Hollow te Salt Point he stopped
| ul a tavern half way between the two pleces, and
when he and his traveling companions had rested
themselves and fed their horses, Woods told one
of his teamsters, who was one of the wickedest
men Lo be found in those two places, that he would
treat him if he would say three of the wickedest
words that he could think of. The man agreed
‘that he would, and when he had the attention and
eyes of the I:unilpﬂnj,r fixed upon him he shouted
ont, ‘Onadaga Hollow, Thad, Woods, and Salt
Point,’ remarking that those wers thres of the
worst words that he could think of.,

Br. Taylor says that language capnot ex-
press the conduct, the feelings. and the spirit
that are upon the people, in the States, Well,
suppose you take up a labor and swear about
them,; what are the worst words that can be
spoken? ‘Nigger Stealing,” Mobs or Vigilance
Committees and Rotten Hearted Administrators
of a Government are three of the meanest and
wickedest words that can be spoken. I expect
that somebody will write that back to the
States as being treasonable, because spoken
by a Latter Day Saint, |

With regard to the present centention and
strife and te our position and situation, there
are a few things to be considered, and there is
much Jabor to be performed. Let the Saints
live their religion;. let them have faith in God,
do all the good they can to the household of
faith and to everybody else, and trust in God
for the resalt, for the world. will not believe
one truth about us. I tell you that the govern-
ment of the United States and other govern-
ments that are acquainted with us will not be-
lieve a single truth about us. What will they
believe? Every lie that every poor, miser-
able, rotten hearted curse can tell. What are
we to do, under these circumstances? Live
our religion. Are you going to contend against
the United States? No, but when they come
here to take our lives solely for our religion,
be ye also ready..

Do Fexpect to stand still, git still, or lie still
and tamely let them take away my life? I
bave told you a great many times what I have
to say about that. T do not profess to be so
good a man as Joseph Smith was. I do not
walk under their protection nor into their pri-
sons, as he did.. And though officers should
pledge me their protection, as Governor Ford
pledged protection to Joseph, I would not trust

dinner; neither do I trust in a wicked judge
nor-in any evil person.. I trustin my God, an

in honest men and women who have the power
of the Almighty upon them, What will we
do? 'Keep the wicked off aslong as we can,
preach righteousness. to them and teach them
the-way of salvation.

Some speak of the nations now on the earth
forgetting God, they have not forgotten him;
for they have never remembered him. They
have- not departed from. his ways, for they
never found tﬁam;- they have not lost faith in

him, for they never had any. There are men

& | sitting here who were brought up Christians,

who were trained to believe in the sacred words
of truth contained in the Old and New Testa-
ment, What were you taught by your priests,
your fathers, mothers and associates, with re-
gard to God? How many anxious hours I have
experienced in my youth, to know, see and
understand things as they were and as they are.
Did I ever 'see a man who counld ingtruct me in
those matters, until I saw Joseph Smith? I
never did. And after 1 made a profeseion of
religion I would ask the most powerful preach-
ers' whether they knew anything about Gmi{i
where hell is;. whe is the T'ather, who the Son,
and what the distinetion is between them: who
is Michael the archangel; who is Gahriei’, and
so on. ‘Could they tell a thing about'it? "No,
and I am a witness that no man in Christen-
dom knew anything about it, unless it was re-
vealed by the Spirit to them.

I may say that many had revelatiens from
God, but they had not the keys and rights and
knowledge and system of the religion of God.
John Wesley was a good man, and so were
thousands: of ofthers, Will they be saved?
They are saved. You know what my doctrine

be judged according ‘to the deeds done in the
body. Did they know anything about heaven,
or od? No, they did not. Could they even
explain one of she first simple lessons in the
religion we believe, with regard to mortal man?
Could any ef them explain what the soul of
man is, wien it is. written in the Bible and they
have read it theusands of times? No.

I have heard men preach hours upen the soul
of man, and one of the smartest men that I
ever heard Ereach wound up a long discourse
by saying, “finally, brethren, I must come to
the conelusion that the soul of manis an im-
material substance.” ‘I have sat’ days, and
weeks, and months and years to hear men ex-

lain the thiugs of God, and what did they

ow about them? Nothing. :

ing out his hand. They disregard the Constitation

them any sooner than I would a wolf with my |

18 ‘with regard to this matter. Every man will|
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We have the keys of the priesthood and the
words of eternal life and understand them, and
what manner of persons ought we to be? We
ought to live our religion, believe in our God,
love and serve him, be faithful to. him, to one
auother, to all our covenants, and keep tha
devils from killing us as long as we can, and
that is just as long as we have a mind to.

I recollect saying to a certain official here,
one who wanted a few Indians for killing Gun-
nison, ‘if you want them I will put them into
rour hands.” They were presented to him, byt

e dare not take tuem. I told him at the time
of the conversation, that there might be some
thirty of those Indians, but if the United States
sbould send 50,000 of their troops here they
could not get one of them, if theg had a mind
to keep out of the way, and he believed it. I
suppose you would like to know upon what
principle? Like some of br. Taylor’s honest
men that he thought be hadfound in the States,
who, when he thought that he had found them
and went to put his hand upon them, were like
the Paddy’s flea, they were not there, they
were somewhere else. That is the reason why
they could not get the Indiaus. ‘There is the
same reason why they eannot get us, until we
have a mind to go to them,

Do you wonder that the world is angry at us?
No, for the time must come when your failh
must be tried. Can the Lord take this king-

dom and separate it from the kingdom of dark-

ness? Can he bring it forth to establish his
work upon the earth as extensively as the pro-
phets have prophesied, without separating us
from the kingdoms of this world? You say,
no. How is he going to do it? Yon have geen
how, so far. In the days of Joseph a string
of guards was set around him on every side,
lest he should bave communion with the rem-
nants of Israel who are wandering on the
gjaina and in the kanyons of this country.
hose guards fought us, whipped us, killed our
prophets and abused our community, until we
are now driven by them into the very midst of
the Lamanites. O what a pity they could not
foresee the evil theE were bringing upon them-
selves, by driving this people into the midst of
the savages. of the plains.
Governor of Utah,

Do you wonder that they are angry? Five
years ago I told them that I should be Governor
as long as the Lord wanted me to be, and that
all hell could not remove me. They have tried
during those five years to remove me, and I
have had to appoint a Secretary for this Terri-
tory three times in that period, for the ones
appointed by the President absconded from the

erritory. And the prospect now is that I
ghall still have to be the Governor, that I shall
again have to preside over the Legislature, and
that Cap. Hooper, whom I appointed Secretary,
will have to countinue in that office.

And here am I yet,
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ARRIVAL AND LaTEsT NEWS.—Elder Levi
Stewart and two sons, and Elder Isaac Bow-
man and Mrs. McMinn arrived on the 16tk
inst.;. they left Leavenworth on the afternoon
of Julj:' L 1Y

Br. Bowman informe.us that Elder Jesse B.

- Martin’s wagon company was traveling on the

North side of the Platte, and was about 3¢
miles below Laramie on the 3d of this month.
They had lost 11 head of cattle by a stampeds,
but were pursuing their journey at the rate of
15.miles a day. Elder Charles R. Dana, Da-
vid W. Rogers and James. Carrigan were in
Elder Margn’s company.

‘Elder William Walker’s freight train was
at Deer Creek on the Bth inst., and Elder I»-
rael Eyane? hand-cart company would arrive.
there that evening. Elder Benjamin Ashby
is. with. Elder Evans. There are 30 hand-.
carts, 2 teams and some 150 persons in the
company; they are very lively and making
good progress.

The Texas company, under charge of Elder

| Homer Duncan, was passed at Ash Hollow on

the 29th of July. Their animals were in good
order and all were getting along well. Elders .
William and Joan M, Moody are in that com-.
pany. |

Col, Hoffman,the Commandant at Fort Lar-
‘amie, treated brs. Stewart and Bowman with
marked kindness and courtesy.

Br. Bowman states that the crops in many
paris of the Sfates are very poor, and that
there is but little grass between Fort Bridger
and the Missouri river. Also that myriads of
grosshoppers infest the route, and are making
their way East.
| The 2500 hundred troops ordered to Utah had:
not started so late as the 11th of July.

Clippings from the papers brought by bra.
Stewart and Bowman, will appear in the

‘Wews’ ag fast as space will permit,
- - & T
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