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the heavens, they dietrust the state-
ment; they believe it to be a deluston,
sud content themeeives with the ides
that cuch 8 thing is impossible. | speak
now of men who beileve that there iz a
God., Of course there ts & Jarge number
of the buman family who have per-
suaded themselves that there is no God;
but where there 13 & bellef in God, this
unbeilef concerning His willingness to
speak to the children of men hae taken
poseession of their minue,

One of the featurer that has distin-
guished thowe who are now Latter-day
Balnts from thelr fellows In the lnnds
where thia Goepel has been preiched Is
this: they did belteve that there might
be revelation from God. If they uid
not helieve it sutirely, they hoped, at
least,that the statemeut might be true;
and those who have traveled (o preach
this (Foepet have found & olasss of in-
dividuals ecattered throughout the
nations that bad & desire in thelr
hearts to konow conserning the will of
@God. They were dissatisfied with cx-
isting forma of refigion, There wus
something that did not satiafy thede-
sires aod the yearnings of their hearte,
They wanted something more tangible
than they were able to obtain around

. them. Thesre souls have been found in
every land where the Klders of this
Ohurch have traveled, and whe | they
heard the testitnony that God had
spoken from the heuvens once More,
nod that they gould know thisfor them-
eulves, they were possessed with a de-
pire to take the courss pointed out and
obtain a knowledge as to whether this
sintement was a true one of not. The
Liatter-day Salnts wlho were gathered
to these mountalne, and who joined
this Church after they were old enough
to comprebend the doctrines, are il of
this cluss, I do not suppose that an
exceptiocu can be found throughout the
entire people. They had a great and
overpowering anxiety to kuow con-
cerniug tbe things of God; and when
they heard the message ot the Elders
testifying that God had again spoken,
that He had pent henvenly messengers
to the earih, and bad restored the
authority that wuae once upon earth—
the sulbority to administer the ordi.
nnances of life and ealvation—snd had
nlso restored the Holy Ghost and the
gifte Lhut were possessed by the Church
fu the daye of the Bavior, they feil as
though they would give all they had
io the world if it were true, and taking

the advice of the Elders who
pbore thia testimony, they went
out o eecret saond humbled them-
selves before the Lord and called

opon Him in the neme of Jesus to give
them n testimouy concerniog ite truth,
From Cansda in the north to Mexico
in the south, thousauds sud thousands
of peopls who live throughout these
valleys ¢cag #rise and bear solemn tes-
timony, before high heaven and before
their fellow men, that God did revealto
them jn an indisputable manper thai
He had done all that the Eiders testified
He had. It 1s a marvelous thing to see
men and women of Bo many nationai-
jties congregated together throughout
there mountasin valleys and all of one
heart asnd minid, and of one beliet, bear-
ing slmlar testimoenies; some speaking
in one language and rome ip another,
but all upjted in bearing thiatestimony
to which 1 havé referred, tbat they
have notually received from the Liord
s testimony concerning the dlvinity
of the religion thut they bave sspoused.
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It in one of the strangest thiogs in the
world that men and women will see
such a great movement as this, so pecu-
liar in sall ite pheses, 50 phenomen:l,
it may be zaid, aod yet not bestow
altepntion upon the movement sufficient
to investigate it or to learn whether
it be true or false, But this is the
condition. I hsave often thought,
and exprersed mysell to  others
to this effect, that with my c¢ast
of mlnd sud with my mous of thought
[ could not witneea that which I seein
these valleys without being Impelled
to investigate it. Ecerything ocon-
peoted wilh itis fo Jifferent (rom thal
whigh is elsewhere to be eeen that [
could pot rest content until [ liad
examined it. But it ie 8 strannge (aot
tuat thourauds pass through this Terrl-
tory, listen to the testinoony of the
Elders concerning the diviuity of thie
work, and go away without any sppar-
ent impression beling mede upon them.

Now, this is true or it is fulee, Gou
has spuken from the heavens or He
h.e pot epoken. God has restored the
everlusting priesthood that was upon
the earth in former days,or He has pot.
God has restored the authority to ad-
minister the ordinances of life and
snlvation,or He has not dene so. God
hes built up Hise Churoh according to
thu apcient portern, and placed within
it ull the cflicers that were fu the
origion! Churob,or He has not done it.
Glod hes restored the everlasting
Gospel, with the gifts snd ordinancesin
their plentitude. or He has not
done it. There fe Do middle
ground upon Which sabyoue can
stand in regard to these questione.
That which we siate js true, or it Is
abeolutely faise, Part of it cannoot be
true; it must be true jn fts entirety, or
it je'mise iu ite entirety. Under these
clrcamstances, what will mankind deo
about 1t? Will they pronounce it fulse
without fnvestigation? [f they do,
then it speaks very poorly f(or their
love of truth asd for thelr desire to
know God nuu to eomprebend the prin-
olples of ealvation; and certainly in
the day of the Lord Jesus they will be
held accountable. No man can witness
tisnt which ie being doune in these
mountaine and escape condemnalion,
if he doen Dot examine these things.
Assure as he J1ves,nnd e sure as there
s a day of judgment, when we shall
nll have to answer to God for our obe-
Jience or dirobedlence to the trut., so
#ure will every human belug that has
heard about this Gospel aod that has
witnessed that which has talken pluce
in these mountains be held to s atrict
accountability for it—that s, he wili
efther be justified or cundemn:d for
embracing or for rejecting this work. [
know that a great many entertain the

idesn that condemnatiou can-
not follow until everyone hap
been borpe testimony to. Thie e
true, to & certalu  extent., But
condemnntion wilt follow those who

witnees 50 Blupendour & work ss 1his
going vo and ¢o not examine it, Jt la
a witne:s that should Jeave them with-
out excuee. [t is mot as though men
pajd this was the work of men. No
inan has taken the oredit to hiroself for
building up this Church. The follow-
era of John Wesley called themse] ves
Wegpleysne, He was the founder of
that sect. Jobn Calvin wes the
founder of the OCuivlniale, or Presby-
terfjapr. Luther was the founuver of
bis sect. Bo it has been with the
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foundersEof all lhebI;mteatnm
ations. ach has borne the

ite founder. Butin this case ntT\Iil;ehu
not been done. Joseph Bmith olaime
no credit, and D0 member of tg‘!
Ohurch which be was the instrume 2
in the hands of God ol founding, oy
given him noy credit for thig w’orl:S\'
Homebody had to be chosen, God doe,
fiot send nngels 10 1o Lhe work of m:‘*?
He givee man the authority, Ggg don.
not send resurrected beiugs to do th o
which man can do,snd you peey nev:{.‘

expect that He will do sp,

ordnlne men, giving unto ghI::IIlt :tEllxe
power  and  the  authorigy th o
they nDeed Ju he  feap: at
in thie way thils Church’ unq
eetablished. The Elders thag hWaLg‘
gone forth to carry this Glospe| to ':;:

onds of theearth huve mujg Do
tentions to do this inand of themselgré?
They haye univereslly declurey thes,
what they Uld wae thiough 1he powat‘
and blessing of God, anu the oution i
ing of Hie Holy Bpirit upon thoseiwi;.
have received thelr I.esumony, The o
fore, this organization I8 not jp “-te.
RENSe R MDA0-MN J6 OfRAnizZatipy m:(:oxl?'y
foy to the testimony of thoge \.!-ho 4
cunnected with it; but itis un o aam
zation that God wes founded, If %hnih‘
be union among this poople, it iy :m
Joseph Bmith, nor Brigham ygq of
nur any other man that hag broughtnlf’
nbout. 1f there i love amgp tht
jeopie, and if they are boungd togeth "
by Lies, such #8 are DOt known wmq e
other men, the credit in not e to ang-
individual or body of indjvigyge: n-’t
hag not been the cunning, or e cr,af:.-
fuers,or the shrewdness gf A0y map
body of men. But in the remoteoz
paris of the earth where (he Elde:
bave gone they have oope ,u:
companled by the Bpirit o1 Gud, The
have not gone because they we;e uuuy
cated in theologlenl senlinnries, g
colleges, or universities, They: l’mvr‘
lwen taken [{rom the uhoemaker’e
beuch, from the blacksmlth'g
forge, from the plow, from the
merchant’s derk, abd from every'
avocation of life, ap Gy h“y
called them, Just s it wga |§
aucient days, when they lefg Lhein’
fishermen’s npels, at the call g :hE
Bavior, to preach the Gospal, Thle
work that wo now witness hus hmg'3
accomplished by men of thin Ghnl‘lctern
to whom there is bo glory to he ascribeg
[t 18 nii due to Gud, to the ulltpoul‘in:
ol his HBpirit in anewer to prayer, anﬁ
in conformity with thepromises thag
He hus made, We swud out yearly
scored, nnd perhnps hundreua, of mija
slonarier; boys in many lustuuces, why

huve never had uny exgperience iy pub.
Mo dife or in public speaking; but where
they have zone fillvd witn the apirit o;
their mieslone, they huve found honest
Souls willing to lieten to their testf.
mony. They hnve eald to them, if you
do that whioh God sayr, you shaliknow
for yourselves that this js true, They
huve toid the people tobelieve in Jesus
to repent of their sing, to be buptiaeu'
aud they sboulu receive the Holy Ghost,
When people bave. belleved this, they
have gone and been buptized, and they
have recelved that Bpirit; and when
they have received it, 1t hap made them
ons. The Inhabitpnis of Beuthern A (-
riea, of Asin, of the Poly nesinn Islunds,
of Great Britain aud the ocontinent of
Europe, of Australia and New Zea-
lauu, bave beard this Goepel preached

inthis way, and sowe have belloved



