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testimony, they speak of that which | rectly given, Let us submit the test sions He would have bteen in-|ing the law and defining ¢
DISCOURSHE they knuz; nndytmufy of that which |and see how this claim stands, giaiaferent, had He been able to hear. | penalty for breaking that hwf[ ;:
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REFPORTED BY G, F, GIBBS,

I have been very hl:ﬂpy In attend-
ing the meeting of this Conference,
[ have rejoiced in li to the
remarks of brethren who have
spoken; and earnestly hope that I
may be influenced and guided in the
remarks I may make, by the same
spirit and power which has actuated
em. Realizing as I do, that God
js working in the hearts of the
Salnts an at the same time,
holding as in His hands the destiny
of nations,'I have seen no happier
day than this. And, while proserip-
tive, ex post-faocto laws abridging the
liberties of the people have been,
and others may hereafter be enacted
by the law-msakers of the nation,

11 the honest and good, the meek

nd pure in heart rejoice in the
Holy One of Ierael, who while pre-
serving their lips from uttering gulle
makes steadfast their feet in Zion,
‘that they glip not.

I nhm nost nwu?ithnt w:; :&l a t.pgbn.

e, have any policy mar out by
gr]lfieh to meet the issues or over-
come the annoyances which may be
forced upon us, but with those who
merit the constant companionship
of the Holy Ghost, all will be well.
The sight of the eye, the hearing of
the ear, the touch of the hand may
each and all be decelved, but the In-
structions of the spirit are in all
things correct. The combined
genses mAay misguide or fail, but he
who hnpgily secures the companion-
ship of the Holy Bpirit, walks in the
ways of life and neither fears, be-
comes weary nor faints by the way-
gide., Christ as the author of human
redemption—himzelf & willing sac-
raficer—comprehending by His di-
vine natuare, the fulness of this
great truth, commanded His dis-
ciples to tarry at Jerusalem until
endowed with
until He should send the Comforter
whose mission it was to show them
things to come, bring all things
wh He had to their re-
mutt;bern.nm and lead them into all
truth,

They had listened to the words of
life and light as the marvelous ser-
mon on the Mount came from the
divine Hps of their Lord and Master:
they had seen Him touch the eyes
of the blind, msaking them to see
again, the ears of the deaf to hear,
and had wilnessed Hlis power
quicken Info life, the decomposing
body of thedead; thiz had ﬁrtalﬁd
throughout the land o th,
and psrhaps watched Weary
nights to keep Him from the injury
of those who dezired to harm e
they had eaten and drank with, and
glept by Him, listening by night
ms day to the inspired instruc-
tions; but, notwithetanding all the
experience thus gained during years
of un opportunity for learn-
ing the truth as it was in Him,fhey
were not yet fully qualified and au-
thorized to that perfect law
of liberty—the Gospel of their Re-
deemer. Hence the command
“Tarry yo in the Qity of Jerusalem
until ye be endowed with power
from on high.”

The Comforter which came to
them, is the same that has come to
us, and His mission then, as we
have demonstrated it now to be,was

to bring th to the remembrance,
Bhnw%lnga

come and lead into

all truth. No man has authority to
preach the Zospel and administer its
ordinances without a commisasion
from Jesus Chriat; and the seal of
such commission has been,
and always will be the gifts, bless-
and endorsement of the Holy
Ghost, which, not only lsads to the

form, but also to the power of godli-

ness. |

1t is this, that cheers the hearts of

:h&a Ll;ﬂ:;gw Bﬂztﬂ. brin%a kngwl-

0 g8 pasti, present snd to
mga, unites and makes them in
their testimony, hopes and as
ations, distinet from sll the world—
a peculiar people,

The Elders of lsrael acting under
the authority of an endless priest.
bhoed bear the message of peace, of
life and salvation to the inhabitants
of a fallen world. Without money
and without price they visit the
e hor i s e i

@ eja to
ﬁa they urge the honest and good
to gather, befere the coming of th.

¢t and dreadfal day

 they have expe
| the will of the Father and you shal!

wer from on high-— | prea

rienced, sayilng *‘do
know whether the doctrine is true or
false.”” In this, their testimony dif-
fers from that of the ministers of
all other religious denominations,
and they not only g as having
authority, but they have it. Where,
outside of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Sainte,is theres
man authorized to make the promises
of the knowledge of God by revelation
as the reward of obedierce to the
prineiples of the Gospel? Who, be-
gide the Elders of this Church, are
commissioned to perform ordinances
in the name of the Father, Son and
Moly Ghost through which, and by
which the Comforter comes to the
obedient penitent, leading him into
all trath and ehowing bim things to
come? Who, beside them are au-
thoriged by Ciod, commissioned by
Jesus and endorsed by the Holy
Spirit to preach repentance, baptism
and the laying on of hands, saying
to the inhabitants of the earth
¢believe in the doctrinea of Jesus
Christ, repent of all sins;, be im-
mersed in water for their remission
and have hands JaiC upon you
for the reception of the Holy Ghost
and you shall Znow these things to
be true, for, through obedience to
the law of life, comes the testimony
of Jesus, which is the spirit of
prophecy.

Ask the members of the so-called
Christian sects if their ministers
come to them offering such a test of
their authority to speak in the name
of Him who decended bepeath ali
things that he might arise above all
things—ask them for the testimony
of Him who led ecaptivity captive,
and gave gifts to men, what gifts

Those who anciently had the com-
mission andauthority were endoresed
by thespiritand powerof God which
caused certain heavenly gifts and
blessings to follow those who believ-
ed their testimony and teachings.
Do any of those gifts and blessing
follow the believers in the teachings
of modern divines who claim the
same authority and commission?
No, not one. They the ministers
themselves hold them non-essential,
and hence done away. They are,
indeed, done away so far as our
Christian friends are ¢oncerned, and
80 is the authority and commission
of their ministers done away, so far
as the endorsement of their teach-
ing by the Holy Ghost is concerned,

I desire here to bear my testimony
that the gifts and ble:ging ennumer-
ated by the Bavior as those that
should foillow beilevers, do rollow in
this day, the authoritative preaching
and administration of the ordinavces
of the Gospel, and that the Elders
of this Church are clothed with an-
thority from God. Itdi! not come
from the Iloman Mother Churgh,
nor from auy of her Protestant
daughters, but was restored to earth
in our day by Peter, James and
John to whom Jesus Himeelf gave
1t. In their charge it was authority
that bore frait as testimony of its
efficacy aud divine power; commit-
t=d to the charge of (God’s servants
it does llkewise in this age among

No:withstanding thi:, bhowever,
many, very many on both sides were
distroyed and, as we believe, need-
leesly. Of one thing we may be
certain, and that is the members of
the various Christian denominations
arenot one, Therefore there is but
one of two conclgione it which the
reasoning and thoughtful ean arrive.
Either God has ceased to answer
the prayer of His Son or the various
conflicting religious sects are not be-
lievera in the Gospel. And as they
put great stress upon faith or belief, I
have endeavored and think I have
not failed to show that they are not
even ftrue believers, for they are
certainly not united snd one with
Christ as He is one with the Father,
nor as His ancient disciples were
one with Him.

In mentioning these matfers I
have tried to do =0 la arospectful

find vothing in the revelationg th .t
would bind or fetter the roul gr the
body of the children of men, There
wae, however, one unconditigng)
command; it was given in the gey.
eration of the heavens, when Gogy
created man and women in Hisowy
image; and that command still rests
upon the flches of the sea, upon the
fowls of the air, upon the besats g
the fleld, and =il beating throbbing
na'ure naturally obeys the mthﬁ
“multiply and replenish the earth,
This great unconditional, unrepesl
ed law is still in force. The Romasy
Catholic church, as it has done hepe.
tofory, may irsue edicis binding cen
taia members of that church
celibacy, making {(he union of may
and vwomsn cbnoxious, but thal
great command is neverth: Je-s still
biniing. The Roman chwureh »nd
our own Government, in their bling

manner, having regard for the
feelings of those who differ
from us religious  aflairs.
There &sre  many nple 1in
the world who do not believe as we
do, but for whom I eutertain a high
rsonal regard; for according to the
ight they have, they are moral,
honest and just, and are as devoled
to what they belleve to be t as
we posgibly can be, Thousands and
hundreds of thousands of people in
the world are just as sincere as we
are; but to be sincere in a ma‘ter
does not make that matter true,

this people,

Lacking the revelations of the
Holy Gbost, men and self-constitu-
ted ministers are not led into all
trath Wut teach, instead thereof
opinions acd vain imagloings, As
an iostance I refer to a sermon

they have to offer, what promises of

godly Enowledge they have to mak&?'

Ask them for the testimony of Jesus
and to show the plan of BSalvation
built upon the rock of revelation
against which the gates of hell can-
not prevall, and you will be made
painfully to feel that they have
none of these things., A form of
godliness they may exhibit, but the
power, they do not have.

“Go ye into 2ll the world and
ch the Gospel to every creature.
He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved, but he that bellieveth
not shall be damned, And these
signs shall follow them that believe.
in my name they shall east out
devils; they shall speak with new
tonguee; they shall take up serpents,
and if they drink any deadly thing
it shall not hart them.”

Buch was the commission given to
the Apostles anciently, and the gifts
and blessings, some of which I have
enumerated, following the believer
whose faith led to works, were evi-
dences of the authority uf the Lord’s
digeiples who bore that commission.
Their testimony being true and faith-
ful, received the endorsement of the
Holy Spirit.

Unlike minisfers of the warious
Christian denominations the Elders
of this Church claim no psrt of the
commission given by the Lord to
His ancient Apostles, but they do
claim, and do have authority from
Jesus Christ to preach His Gospel,
and the signs that followed believers
then follow them now, as thousands
can featify. Most so-called Christ.

ians have long since discarded the |

idea of works, holding that ealva-
tion coming onlf by grace, belief
alone, is essential,

Now, I hold that they have not
only discarded all worke, but belief
as well. w reason for go dolng is 1
think logical and conclosive. Jesus
declaired that certain signs should
follow them that believe, but modern
divines do not even pretend that
avy one of the signs enumerated
follow those that accept their teach-
ings. Therefore, relying upon the
words of the Lord, we must, we are
bound to conclude that they do not
even believe the Gospel, or If the
do the promise of Christ certainly
fails. am aware that such a
conclusion gives & choice between
but two horns of a disagreeable di-
lemma, but we had nothing to do in
the arrangement of matters which
have brought it about; we only
speak of facis as they exist. Again,
ask the ministers of any of the Pro-
testant churches where thuy got
their authorily to preach? The
will tell you from the Roman Mother
Church which claims Apostolic gue-
cession frem Peter, but they wili re-
fer you I think, In most instan
to the words of Jesusalready quoted
wherein He instructed His disclpl s
to go into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature, etc.
They will tell you that here is whe e
they get their authoriiy, and they

when Baby-|claim that commission is to them as

ehsH fall, Bearing a raithfg]! well as to thore to;whom it was di- !

ces, | eame church north

preached not long since by an emi-
nent divine in the East for whose
liberal views and outspoken advo-
cacy of them in msny respects I en-
tertain admiration, for they had, in
my opinion, a tendency to liberalize
the ideas of some who otherwise
would have enclined to religious big-
oiry or,on the cther hand,to infideli-
ty. In seeking to illustrate how the
various Christian s:ets were moving
heavenward this divine compared
the kingdom of Gud to the city of
Philadelphia which has numerous
rallway connections leading from al.
most every direction but all eenter-
Ing in thsai city. Upon these numer-
ous railways daily move many trains
composed of numerous cars contain-
ing many people traveling fiom
varioug direciion= on different roads
but all bound for the city of Phila-
delphia. Now this doctrine bein
broad and liberal would certainls
commend itself to every thoughtful

when tesied by the Master’s perfect
standard, reveal a defect—a ' fatsl
one too, which all who rely upon it
must eventually find to their disap-
Evointment and sorrow. The doe-
rine however atractive, is absolutely
untrue, for Jesus Himself hss de-
clared that there is Bufone way,
“Straight is the gate and narrow is
the way, (not many ways like the
roads leading to the city of Phila-

;I:;Phin), end few there be that find

Now why do eminent, educated,
Influential men, who have chosen
the minisiy as a profession, and who
pretend to teach the Coepel to others,
advocate as doctrine idsas g0 diame-
trically opposed to the sternal
advanced by Christ Himself
answer is simple, lacking the Inspi-
ration and revelations of the Holy
Spirit—having no Comforter to lead
them into all truth, bring things to
their remembrance and ehow them
things to come, they teach for dce-
trine the opinions of men. Reing
filled with worldly wisdom but not
the power of God. “They divine for
money and preach for hire.” Again
Christ prayed that His dise¢liples
might be one with Him as He was

y | with the Father, and that all should

believe the words of the diseips
that they might be one ‘ifi:l:

Him, a3 He was one with
the Father, Are Christians
claiming belief in these words

one? No, the varfous dencmins
tions are not only divided against
each other, but in some instances
are divided among themselves, Dur-
ing the late civll war, as was stated

Y | Yeslerday, members of the same

church gouth of the Mason and
Dixon line were praying for the de-
struction of their brethren of the
of it, while

the other hand, those n’nrth ‘w?:r];
msking a like petition to the same
God azainst their brethren south of
that llne. According, however, to
their own ideas of God, He eould

hardly have heard and answered

8| those masked balls

and charitable Christlan did it uot,

truths
? The|

While at the City of Mexico re-
cently I saw many exhibitions of
relig d+votion and sincerijy. On
certain feast days people there do
strange things., I have seen women

!} walk upon their knees three miles

over rough stony roads, belng re-
warded at the eund of their jpainful
journey with a plaited crown of
tborns placed upon their heads,

| while being carried upon the -houl-

ders of strong men, amid the cheer-
ing multitude, who praised them for
bavingeccomplished what th-y be-
lieved to be a saintly, meritorious
task., Again, I have reen ladies of
refinement, wesalth and influevce

trail theilr rich gsatin and wvelvet

robes through the dirt and fiith ac-
cumulated upon the flvors of the
great cathedral,while for hours they

would kneel in adoration before an | ings

Imny continue to forbid marriﬁ

efforts to deleat the purposes of God,

and thusfulfilancient prophecy,

thelr eiforts should not surprise us,
Is there anythivg occurring in the
midst . f the Nation to day that we
have not anticipated? I ha-erecent
ly returved from the esst, and |

rejoice exceedi gly in what I saw
manifested there. Does God hold
the members of Congress resp-nshle
for their acts as he does the Elder
of this Church? No. They will be
judged by the light they have and
no more, They are, many of
them, c¢ducated, and are men
of influence, posse:ssing, how.
ever, but little genuine mural cour.
age. Notwithstandine the evident
disre for principle manifested
by some« of them touching affairs iy
which we ate interester’, I confess
that I lose confidonce in them with
the deepest re:re!, and find it most
vifleult to withdraw the faith form-
erly r-po-ed in the law makers of
our great nation. I stil]l desire and
hope to be able to continue praying
for them and for the President and
cabinet, that they may honor the
po-itions to whicnh the people have
calles them. We wi'l uphold, sus-
tain and pray for them at least un-
til God rejects and condemns thelr
works, There is salt in the nation
yet. I fry to comprehend the feel.
of faithful Abraham when

image, while being jostled by igno- | pleading for Sodom and Gomorrah;

rant, degra
dians worshipping st

witnessed jor weeks together the
revelry of Catholic maskeis who
fiequented Lthe streets, theatres and
balls, night and day. At some of
it was said
gcenes were enacted that were so
immoral in their tendency that the
general of the Mexican army issued
orde:s prohibiting officers and men
of the army from attending them.
And yet, at the termination of the
thirty days’ diesipation, religious
sincerity causzed thoese poor, ignorant
penple to feel free from sin after con-
fessing to their priests and receiving
absolution for sll their abomins-
tions and securing a great black
mark in the form of
a cross in their foreheads.
Now, while these things, and many
others which I have no t‘mn to men-
tion, appeared very repugnant, im-
moral and debasing in their practice
and tendency, yet I respected thoze
people in their religioas belief, cas-
tomsa aud ceremonies as I desire to
respect the people of other creeds so
long as they do not infringe upon
the rights and liberties of others.
For God intends that all should be
absolatsly free in such matters,
When Adam and Eve were placed

agency was fuily established acd
endorsed by the Creator, for He
there gave a conditional cominand-
ment, obedlence to which was to
perpetuate life, disobedience was to
bring death, but the cholce was left
with the man and womean, and from
that day to this He has intended
that msan should act upon his own
agency; that he rhould be permitted
to receive the fruth, choosing the
path that leads back to the presence
of God and the Eknowledge that
comes from above; or,on tue other
band, torejoect it, following in the
pluth which lead to ruin and destrue.
tion. |

In this great Amerlean govern-
ment a man should te free to wor-
ship the Father, the Son and the
Holy Ghost; he should be equally
free to worship a mountsin, a
stream, the sun, moon. or anything
or not to worship at all; 0 long as
his practice and belief do not inter-l

ded, vermin-covered In- } whicli, had they
the w=ame |righteous men might have been

shrine. On other oceasions I have |spared.

in the Garden, the doctiine of free |

contsined five

Now, I think there are a great
many more than five righteous men
righteous according to the light
they have,in the United Stiates;
good men toe, who, while they can.
not see as we ree, and while they
cannot endorse our peculiar ideas in
regard to the p'an of human ealva-
| tlon, love liberty, cherish the mem-.
ory of our forefathers, and regard
the foundations of this great gov-
ernment so highly that they could
not even under the pressure of pub-
lic opinion, vote for a measure 80
radically wrong, a measure so tho-
roughly uncopstituticnal as every
lawyer must know the Edwmunas
law to be. There were a few hon-
orable members of Congress whose
high regard for the labors and sse-
rifices of our forefathers precluded
them from advoeating that ipfam-
ous measure which sirikes with
deep intent and a spirit born of hat-
red, at the very foundation woon
whicl: our government and the
liberties of the people rest. Those
hcnorable gentlemen, in opposing
the bill, counted the cost by realiz.
ing that their course in the matier
might offend their constituents,who
by reason thereof, might retire
them forever fiom the walks of pub-
lic politieal life,

Now I must admit that it would
have requi'ed nerve and genuine
moral courage to enable members of
the Republican party to vote against

fere with tbe inalienable rights
guaranteed to man, s0 long should
he be absolntely free,

From the time when God

either party; for, having no body

He could not hear and having nu‘

in the Garden of

gave to | tended for the

the passage of that bill when the
paity lash was being swung around
them as | have never before seen a
party lash used. To overcome the
fear arising from the contemplated
action of contituents at home, and
the cut and sting of the par.y lead-
ers in Congress, required more
courage than we could reasomably
expect from mew bers of the domi-
naut party. Moral courage is a
virtue possessed by few men in this
gilded age in which ambition,
rather than principle, too frequent~
Jy ia the moving cause which
prompis to action. When, there-
fore, party leaders, s-reastic and
unecrupulous, shake their fistsunder
the Loses of their tiwid followers
daring them to place themee!ves
upon record as advocates of ‘““Mor-
monism” by cpposing messures in-
bondage of **Mor-

man and woman their free agency | mons,” i¢ is indeed difficult, and

Eden, msak waunght not to expect weak men,




