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ff I1 have been very happy in attend

ing the meeting of this conference
I1 have rejoiced in listening to the
remarks of brethren who have
spoken and earnestly hope that I1

I1 may influencedbo andaud guided in the
remarks I1 may make by the same
shirlspiritt and power which has actuated
tthemem realizing asissias I1 do that god
is working in the hearts of the
saints and is at the same time
holding as in his hands the destiny
of nationsIastl have seen no happier
ddaydwy than this and while
ttive exeZ post factoto laws abridging the
I1libertiesibetheartles of the people bavehave been
and others may hereafter be enaceenacted
by the lawmakerslaw makersmaters of the nation
andltilltill the honest and good the meedmeekmeek
and pure in heart rejoice in the
holy one of iersellemel who while pre-
serving their lips from uttering ruileguile
macea steadfast their feetfeed in zion
that they blipslip not

I1 am not aware that we as a po
pie have any policy marked out by
which to meedmeet the issuesjesues or over
come the annoyances which may be
forced upon us but with those who
merit the constant companionship
af6 the holy ghosts all will be wellweil
the eight of the eyeeyes tho hearing of
the ear the touch of the hand may
each and all be deceived but the lnin

of the spirit are innailallnil
things correct the combined
senses may misguide or fall but he
who happily escares the companion-
ship of the holy spirit walks in the
ways of life and neither fears bobe
commcornea weary nor faints by the way-
side carlat as the author of human
redemption himself a willing sacbao

comprehending by his di-
vine nature the falness of this
great truth commanded his dis-
ciples to tarry at jerusalem until
endowed wwithath power from on high
until he should send the comforter
whose mission it was to show them
things to come bring all things
which he had laughtaughtaughtt to their re
emmeranceemberance and lead laxaalknemthem into all
truthtroth

they had listened to the words of
life and light as the taurmarvemarvelouslousloua bereer
mon on the mount came from the
divine lips of their lordluord and master
they had seen him touch thetho eyes
ofbf the blind making them to see
again the ears of the deafdw to hear
and had witnessed his power
quicken into life the decomposing
body of thetho dead they had traveled
throughout the landilind of judeajudem with
anand perhaps watchede many wearye
night to keep him from the injury
of ihlaeobeose who heaired to harm him
they had eaten eddand drankdrauk with anand
bheltelect by him listening by night
niiniland day to thetho inspired instruc-
tions but notwithstanding all the

thus gained during years
of unsurpassed opportunity for learn-
ing thothe truth as icit was in hirtheyHim theyy
were not yet fully qualifiednednod and auan
theorizedzed to preach that perfect law
of liberty thetho gospel of their bere
deemer hence the command
tarryTntarryrry yo in thothe city of Jerjerusalemmalem
until yeyo be endowed with power
from on high

the comforter which came to
them is the Famesame that has come to
us and his mission then as we
have demonstrated it now to bebasbe was
to bring thinthingsV to thothe remembranceremembrance
show things to come and lead into
all truth no man has authority to
preach the sospeldospel and administer its
ordinances without a
fromirom jesuajesus christ and the seal of0
buchsuch rasaaa always 16been1
andnd always will be the gifts blembiem
ingsinga and endoreudorendorsement of the holy
ghost which not only leads to the
formforms but also to the power of godli-
ness

it la this that cheers the hearts of
the latter day saints brings knowl-
edge of0 things past present and to
come unites and makes them in
ttheirthein testimony hopes and ashira
aliens distinct fromirom allan theme world
a peculiar people

the elders of israel acting under
the authority of an endless priest-
hood bear thothe message of peace of
life and salvation to the inhabitants
of a fallen world without money
and without price they visit the
endsenda of the earth and while warn
hirtheintithebithe wicked of the judgments to
comegarne they urge the honest and good
to gathorgather benere the coiningcoming of Athucthuu

erealgreatrealandand dreadful day whenittlotionlon mahli allail bearing 0a ralialfaithfulthowhom

testimony they speak of that which
they know and testify of that which
they have experienced saying do
the will of the father and you shall
know whether the doctrine is trudor
false in this their testimony dif-
fers from that of the ministers of
all other religious denominations
and they not only speak as having
authority but thoythey have it where
outside of the church of jebus
christ of latter day Baisaibaintin there a
man authorized to makemahe the promises
of the knowledge of god bynobyroby revelation
herewardastas the reward of0 obedience to the
principles of the gospel who be
side the elders of this church are
commissioned to perform ordinances
in the name of the father bonson and
molyholy ghost through which and by
which the comforter comescornea to the
obedient penitent leading him into
all truth and showing him things to
come who besidebebide them are au-
thorizedzed by bodgod commissioned by
jesus and endorsed by thetho holy
spirit to preach repentance baptismlintin
and the laying on of hands baying
to the inhabitants of the earth
69 believebellevo in the doctrindoctrinesea of jesusjesua
christ repneprepentnt of all sinssine be im-
mersed in water for their remission
and hayohavoo hands laid upon you
for the reception of the holy ghost
and you shall knowisnow these things to
bobe true for through obedience to
the law of life comes the testimonytestea
of jesusjesusi which is the spirit of
prophecy

askasik the members of the so called
christian sects if their ministers
come to them ofofferingfiering such a test of
their authority to speak in thename
of him who decenderdecended beneath ailali
things that he might ariseaulse above all
thingthingssaskask them for the testimony
of him who led captivity captcaptivelire
and gave gifts to men what gifts
they have to offer what promises of
godly knowledge they have to make
ask ththemem torfor the testimony of jesus
and to show the plan of salvation
built upon the rock of revelation
against which the gates of hell can
not prprevailevallevail and you will be made
painfully to feel that they have
none of these things A form of
godliness they may exhibit but the
power they do not havego ye into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature
he that belibellbelievetheveth and is baptized
shall behavedbe saved but behe that believethbelieveth
not shall hobe damned and these
signsalgae shall follow them that believe
lain my name they shall casteast out

i devils theythoy shall speak wilh newnow
tonguee they shall take up serpentsJ

I1 and if they drink any deadly thathing
it shall not hurt them

buchsuch was thothe commission given to
the apostles anciently and the gifts
and blessings some of which I1 have
enumerated following the believer
whosewhoso faith led to werevers evi
dences of the authority of the lords
disciples who bore that cammicommissionselon
their testimony being true and falfaith-
ful

th
received the endorsement of theholy spirit

unlike ministers of the various
christian denominations thetha elders
of this church claim no part of the
commission given by the lord to
nishia ancient apostles but they do
claim and do have authority from
jesusjebus christ to preach his gospel
andana the signs that followed believers
then follow them now as thousands
can testify most so called christ-
iana have long since discarded the
idea of works holding that falvabalva
tion coming only bbyy grace belief
alone iais essential

now I1 hold that they havehavo not
only discarded all works but belief
as well my reason for EOso doinedoingdoindoln laIs I1think logical and conclusive jesus
deeldoelafredalred that certain signs should
follow them that believesbelieve but modemmodern
divines do not even pretend thatauyavy one of the signs enumerated
follow those that accept their teach-
ings thereforeeq relying upon the
words of the lord we must we are
boundbonna to conclude that they do noteven believe the gospel or if they
do the romisepromise of christ certainly
fallsfails TI1 am aware that such a
conclusion givesghea r6 choice between
but two horns of a disagreeable di-
lemma but we had nothing to tiodo lainthothe arrangement of matters which
have brought it about wowe only
speak of facts as28 they exist again
ask the ministers of any of thatile pro-
testant churches wherewasso
their authority to preach they
will tell you from the roman mother
church which claims apostolic suc-
cession from peterpeters but they wiilwill re-
fer you I1 think in most ininstancesstances
to the words of jesus already quoted
wherein he instructed hilsfils
to go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature etc
they will tell you that here lali who e
they get their authority and they
claim that commission Is to them as
wellweli AasN to thoas it was di

I1

erectly given lot us submit the test
and see how this claim stands
those who anciently had the com-
mission and authority
by god which
caused certain heavenly gifts and
blessingsbleEs ingi to follow those who believ-
ed their testimony endand teachings
do any of thosethosa gifts and blessing
follow the believers in the teachings
of modern divines who claim the
samebame authority and commission
no not one they the ministers
themselves hold them nonnonessentialessential
and benca done away they are
indeed done away so far as our
christian friends arearc concerned and
so isJs the authority and commissioncommissloft
of their ministers done away so0 far
as the endendorsement of their teach-
ing by the holy ghast is concerned

I1 desire here to bear my testimony
that the gifts and blobio bingsingbing
abed by the savior as those that
should follow believers do follow in
this day the authoritative preaching
and administration of the ordinances
of the gospel and that the elders
of thiathis church are clothed with au
dhority from god it di I1 not come
from the roman mother churchchurch
nor from any of her protestant
daughters but was restored to earth
in our day by peter james andjohn to whom jemsjesus gavagave
it in their charge it was authority
that bore fraittrait as testimony of its
efficacy and divinadivine power commit
tad to the charge of godagods servants
it doca likewise in thisthia ngoego among0thitthin people

Llacking the revelations of thehoyholy ghost men and self
tedfed ministers are not led into all
truth hutbut teach instead thereof
opinions and vain AS
an instance I1 refer to a sermon
preached not long since by an emi-
nent divine in the east for whose
liberal views and outspoken advo-
cacy of them in many respects I1 en-
tertain ad for they had in
my opinion a tendency to liberalize
theltheodeasthe deasideas of somesoma who otherwise
would have inclinedenc lined to religious big-
otry or on the other infideli-ty in seekseekingbeekingug to illustrate how the
various christian becsecsects were moving
heavenward this divine comcamcomparedparedparea
the kingdom of godgad to the clcityity of
philadaphiladelphiaelphia which habhaa nunumerousme raus
railway connections loadingfromfrom aal-
most

1

every direction but all center-
ing in thathacc city upona these numer-
ous railways daily move many trains
composed of numerous cars contain-ing many pepeopleopleopie traveling fromflom
various directions on different road
but all bound for the city of phlinphila-
delphiadelphlahia now this doctrine being
broad and liberal would certainly
commend itself to every thoughtful
and charitable christian did it not
when tested by the asterasted 3 perfect
standard reveal a defect a fatalone too whichabiel all who rely upon itmust eventually find to their dldisap-pointment is

and sorrow the doc-
trine however is absolutely
untrue for jesus himself hashaa de-
clared that there Is but one way
straight is the gate aandnd narrow isthe wayways not mamany ways libelike theroads leading to the city of phila-

delphiadelphinhir endand few there be that findit
now why do eminent edueducateddated

influential mensmengmen who have chosenthe manistyminis ty asus a professionprofsessions and whopretend to teach the caspel to other
advocate as doctrica idesidea eoro diame-tricallytrically opposed to the eternal truthsadvanced by christ himselfI1 theanswer is simple lacking tho inellration and revelations of thothe holySpirit having no comforter to leadthem into all truth bring things to
their remembrance and show themthings to come they teach for dactrinetrino the opinions of men being
filled with worldly wisdom but notthe power of god theyesthey divine formoney and preach for hire againchrist prayed that his disciplesdiselplespleamight beanebe one with him aaas he waswittwith the father and that allail shouldbelieve thethe words of the disciplesthat they might be one withhim as hohe was one withthe fathpathfather are christiansclaicialclaimingmingmins belief in these wordsone no the various denominationatlona are not onlyoily divided againsteach otherothers buthut inin some anstainstancesare divided among dur-ing the late civil war as was slatedelatedyesterday mem luerstera of thetho sainesame
church guthauth of the mason anddixondizon linelino were praying for the de-structionst ol01 cfof their brethren of thesame church north cfof it while on
the other hand those north weremaking aalikelikeilke petition to the samegod against their brethren south ofthat line according however totheir own ideas of god heece couldhardly have heard and answeredeither party for having no bodyhe could not hearbear and having no

paspassionsslonasiona he would have been in-
differentdi had he been able to hearbear

notwithstanding however
many very many on both sidesaides were
destroyeddis troyed and aava we belbeibelcoveJove need
leesey of01 one thing we may be
certain and that laJs the members of
the various christian denominations
arenot one thereforeThereforo there is but
one of two conIs lonsions it which the
reasoning and thoughtful can arrive
either god has ceased to answer
the prayer of his son or the various
conflicting religious sects are not be-
lievers in the gospel and as they
put great stress upon faith or belief I1
have endeavored and think I1 have
not failed to show that they are not
even true believers for they are
certainly not united end one with
christ as he is one with the father
nor as his ancient disciples were
one with him

inyn mentioning thesethere matters I1
have tried to do so lnainaia a respectful
manner having regard for the
feelings of those who differ
from us in religious affairs
there arocro many people in
the world who do not believe ai we
do but for whom I1 euterentertaintain a high
personal regard for according to the
light they have they are moral
honest and just and are as devoted

i to what they believe to be right as
we possibly can be thousands and
hundreds of thousands of people in
the world are just asaft sincere as
are but to bobe sincere in a mattermaster
does not make that matter true

while at the city of mexico re-
cently I1 saw many exhibitions of
religious devotion and sIncesincerityrily on
certain feast days people theredothereto
stranstrangegethingsthings I1 have seenbeen women
walk upon their knees three miles
over rough roads being re-
warded at the end of their
journey with a plaitedplatted crown of
thorns placed upon their heads
while being carried upon the rhoulphoui
ders of strong men amid the cheer-
ing multitude who praisedprated
havingbaving accomplished what thyth y hebe
lieven to be a saintly meritorious
task aganagain I1 have eenbeen ladlesladies of
refinement wealth and influence
trail their rich satin and velvet
robes through the dirt and filth ac-
cumulated upon the floors of the
great cathedral while for hours they

I1 would knellineal in adoration before annn
i
image while being jostled by igno-
rant degraded vermin covered in-
dians shippingworshippingwor at rheibeab namesame
shrine on other oeoccasionsmelons I1 have
witnessed lorfor weeks together the
revelry of catholic maskelis who
frequented the streets theatrestheartrestheatres and
bailball a nightsight and day at some of
thosee masked balls it was gaideaid
scenesbeenes were enacted that were so
immoral in their tendency that the
general of the mexican army issued
orders prohibiting officers and men
of the army from attending them
and yet at the termination of the
thirty days dissipation religious
8sincerityIncerity caused those poor ignorant
people to feel free from sin after con-
fessing1111 to their priests and receiving
absolution for all their abomina-
tions and securing a great black
mark in thotha form 0ol01f
a cross in their foreheads
edwnoNOW7 while thessthesa thines and many
others which I1 have no time to men-
tion

man-
tion appeared very repugnant im-
moral and debasing in their practice
and tendency yet I1 respected those
people in their religious belief oascascus-
toms and ceremonies as I1 desliedesire to
respect the people of other creeds eoso
long as they do not infringe upon
the rights andind liberties otof others
for god intends that all should be
absolutely freefrea in such matters
when adam and eve were placed
in the garden the doctiina of0 f freerree
agencyacenoy was fully established ardad
endorsed by the creator for he
therothere gave a conditionalconditions command-
ment obedience to which waswaa to
perpetuate life disobedience wagwas to
bring death butbui the choice waa left
with the Mmanan and woman and from
that day to this he has intended
that man shouldeh ouid act upon hibhie own
agencyagene that he t hould be permitted
to receive thothe truth choosing the
path thathat leads back to the presence
of Ggadd and the knowledge that
comes from above or on the other
hand to reject it following in the
path whichwbich lead to ruin and dendeadeatrustruc
tion

in this groatgrost american govern-
ment a mauman should bobe free to wor-
ship the father thetho son and the
holy ghost he should be equally
free to worship a mountain a
stream the suuBUU moon or anything
or not to worship at all toro lungleng asits
hishla practice and belief do not inter-
fere with oievie inalienable rights
gguaranteed to man soeto long shouldhohe be absolutely free

from the time when god gave to
man and woman their free agencyagenoy
injha thothe garden of edenedeo makmate

ingng the law and defining thepenalty for breaking tha 2 I1 can
nudend nothing in the rlrelations thetthitwould bind or fetter the koul or the
body of the children of men therewagwas however one unconditional
concommandimand it was given in the gen
aeration ol01 the heavens jbf ngoa
created man and women iuin hibhis own
image and that command still lestjestresti
upon the fishes of the sea upon the
fowls of the air upon the beasts of
the field and all bealimbeatinge throbthrobbingbg
bauro naturally obeys the edictedlet

multiply and replenish the oarthearth 7

this great unconditional
ed law iaIs stillulli in force the romanbonat
catholic church as it has done here
tochorkfort may lesueiesue edictsedicio binding
talataia members tf that church to
celibacy making the union of man
and onionwoman4 obnoxious but that
great command isje le s anju

binning the roman churchardchurchurchchaidad
our own government in their blind
efforts to defeat the purposes of godfgod
may continue to forbid marriage
and thus fugillfulfil aniantvencientfentlent prophecyy bubut
their edforti shield not surprise uaus
Is there anything occurring in the
midst f the nation to day thaithat we
have not anticipated I1 hahaehao recentcrecent
lyy returned from the essteast and I1
rejoice exceed ii gly in what I1 baweav
manifested there does god hold
the members of Concongressgresa reg
for their acts as hb does thetha elders
of thib s church kono they will ba
judged by thothe light they have and
no more thoythey are many of
them educated and are mettviva
of influence pomesing how-
ever but ifatle genuine muralmiral cour-
age wotnotnotwithstanding the evident
disregard for principle manifested
by some of them touching affairs lain
which we ate Ininterestedterestea I1 confesscornis
that I1 loseime confidence in them withwull
the deepest regret and find it moet

to withdraw the faith form
erlyenly r po ededinin the law makers of
our great nation I1 sullstill cesiredeslie and
hope to be abioable to continue praying
for them and for the president and
cabinet that they may honor the

ions to the people have
calleri them we willwi 1 I uphold enseus
tain and pray for them aiat least un-
til god rejects and condemns their
works there is salt in the nation
yet I1 try to comprehend the fee-
lings of faithful abraham when
pleading for sodom and gomorrah

had they contained five
righteous menmea might cavocave been
spared

nowrowl I1 think there are a great
many more than five righteous men
righteous according to the light
they habeinhave in the united states
good men too who while they can-
not see as we seeteece and while they
cannot endorse our peculiar ideas in
regard to the panplan of human balva
tion love liberty cherish the mem-
ory of our forefathers and regard
the foundations of this great gov

eoso highly that they could
not even under the pressure of pub-
lic opinion vote for a measure so
radically wrong a measure so tho-
roughly ai every
lawyer moatmust know the
law to bobe therothere were a few hon
dorahle members of congress whose
high regard for thetho labors and eseesctsac-
rifices

se
of our forefathers precluded

themthern fronafrom advocating that infam-
ous measure which strikesstriker with
deep intent and a spirit bomborn of hat-
red at the very foundation uonupon
which our government and the
libertiesbertlesJi of the people rest those
honorable gentlemensengen ramentamen in opposingg
the bill counted the coalL by realiz-
ing that their course fnan the matter
might offend their constituents who
by reason thereof might retire
them forever from the walks of pub
lioiio political life

now I1 must admit that atwouldit would
havohave requiem nerve and genuine
moral courage to enable members of
the republican party to vote against
the passage of that bill when thepatyparty lash waswaa being swung around
them as I1 have never before seenacen a
party lash used to overcome the
fean arising frOnIfrom tho contemplated
actionnetlon of at home and
the culandcut and sting of thetho paryy lead-
ers in Concongressgrebsgrees required moro
courage than we could reasonably
expect from memimemomembersbers of thedorithe dom-
inant party moral couragecobrac is a
virtue few menpossessed by in thisgilded agoage in which ambition
bitherrather than prinCprinciple too frequent-
ly lain the irlo1110moving cause whichprompts to action when there-
fore party leaders sarcasticarcastic andunscrupulous shake
the loseshoses of their timid followersdaring them to place
upon record as advocatadvocatesea of icamonmor-
monism lorfor

by opposing messumeasuresresi in-
tended for the bondage of acmor

it is indeed difficult and
weWS ought not to expect weakweah men


