THE DESERET WEEKLY,

537

—

THE PART UTAH PLAYED

Mrs. Richard W. Young, wife
Major Young of Battery A, Utah Vol-
unteers, has received the followlng in-
teresting letter from her husband:

Ccamp Dewey, Near Manila, Aug. 8,
1898.—Well, I tell you 1 will be glad
‘when the tlme comes when the Utah
artillery will roll into Salt Lake depot.
Won't you all? war is not a very
pleasant thing. There is s0 much to
worry and fret about. 80 much Tespon-
sibiity, so much mud and rain, so
nuch that you cannot do that you
would like to do. on account of the dia-
agreeable dlsposition of the fellows’on
the other side. Now, for Iinstance,
here we are out in tents and it ralns—
pours down—séveral tlmes every day.
There are plenty of flne barracks up
jin Manila, but these Dons {rom the
Iberian veninsula, not filled with the
spirit of brotherly kindness, Insist up-
on keeping us out here in the ran.
And we in tents are much more pleas-
antly sltuated than the men who go
out in the trenches. The regiments
are changed every day, 8o that the men
go only every third or fourth day, re-
maining in camp the other days, But
up in the trenches they must stand out
in the rafn and take it; that is, all
but the Utah artillery. and we have
built ahelters for the boys, which keep
them quite dry. Eight nights have
now passed since the blg attack and
five nights singe then have these night-
waorkers poured Mauser bullets and
shetis inio our entrenchments. They
do not do much harm, “only killlng one
or two or three men a night and
wounding a few otheras. OQur boys are
learning to lie down behind the breast-
works and let them exhaust thelr am-
munition. We are not ready to at-
tack yet and B0 our policy merely ia
to watch them, keep them from sur-
prising us, and wait—until
knows when—some say until the ar-
rival of the Monadnock, another iron-
clad—about two Wweeks.

The third expedition, which arrived
here a week or two ago, Is now all
landed. They have been much de-
layed by the high winds, which plled
up the breakers along the beach near-
by in a destroying way, We now have
10,460 soldiers In camp. Dewey has
the Monterey, and it looks to me as
though the captaln general would be
asked to surrender or fight within a
few dava. He will probably fight-—a
little just encugh to satisty the de-
mands of his people, and then he must
surrender.

Later, Thursday, Aug. 11.—It begin=s
to look as though it was the beginning
of the end. We have each had two
guns up In the entrenchments. This
mornfng I am sending up my other
twio. We alt understand that tomor-
ra wthe blg fight will be on. Admiral
Dewey presents his compliments to the
front of the clty and will assist us in
attacking the south side. The ball will
open about noon and It will seem as
though h— jt=elf |s let loose. Tha
whole fleet wil pour In a deadly rain
of shot and shell. We will contribute
eight or ten guns, the Astor battery
Eix more probably, and then all of our
Infantry and the Spanish big and lttle
guns will do thelr level best.

I will stay In ‘the trenches tonight. We
will be glad to have the thing settled.
It is getting fearfuly monotonous out
here in the everlasting rain. The tem-
perature la cool! I have alept overy
night under 2 bianket, but how It does
raln! Why last night the water was
four inches deep in the tents avery-
where, almost,
a1 have a few souvenirs—some bullets,

shells, a table made from timber taken Of.

of Dewey’'s help, I can tell you.

goodness

out of the chureh arcund which we are
stationed. Wae shall be delighted to get
The Dons
have sandbagwe plled mountain high angd
think to keep us out and it would be a
long, weary task to capture the city if
we had to do it alone. But with the
admiral's help it will be a job soon fin-
ished. The epemy has a number of
heavy guns orl the water front, which
the fieet must first silence; then it wili
devote Its attention to the bombardment
of the walled city. South of the Paag
river there is the o0ld town, heavily
walled and armed, with moats around
it and emang?ements of wire, fallan
trees. ete. Here dwell the shlef func-
tionaries, civil, military and ecclesiasti-
cal, and here will the tleet do its worsat
work. There is a strong lime oppoalie
us, which the ileet will also help us
in taking care of,

I am now walting for several caribou
or water buffalo to arrive to haul our
guns up t0 the {ront. These cattle are
splendid workers. They are usually
hitched to a two-wheeled cart. We un-
couple our guns from the front parts
or limbers and then attach the detached
parts to their carts, and away goes a
hugh buffalo with one half of one of
our guns. Others are expected at nnce.
You should see the monkeys In camp.
Nelson has one which he says is mine
and which he wiil take care of antil
we arrive home. Would it not tiekle the
little ones Lo have a momkey or two?
I am golng to try to take one or two
home. What a jolly day that will be
that wili see these batterles roll Into
the depot at Salt Lake. Nor will it
long be delayed In my judgment. But
how long I do not know. Say Thanks-
giving dinner at home. How would that
do?

friday, Aug. 12.—Since writing the
above date, Colonel Anderson amd Mr.
McSomething, 2 newsdpaper COrrespon-
dent, came in, and later Lieutenant
Naylor, just in from the trenches.

Colonel Anderson is quite a pictur-
esque figure. He is a soldier of fortine
and has served In South America, in
the Chinese army. was an officer under
Lillioukalani, and now has Just re-
sjgned from a position as chief or ord-
nance of the insurgents. He is an
American by birth and feels certaln

that we shall have trouble with Aguin- |

aldo.

The general impresajon s that the
nrost dlfficult part of the campaign wik
be to appease thz insitrgents. Thae)
are very desgirous of complete inde-

pendence and have been waging a suc-!

cessful war, against the Sparnlsh Zor two
years. Now, quite naturally, they want
the frults of their vietory. Of adurse,
we cannot for one momant concade
¢that the Insurzents have any rights
superior to ours or equal, We claim
to have conquered the islands and the
right to dispose of them. Ju3l how
(General Merritt. wiil be able to solve
the problem remains to be seen. The
maln difficulty will arise at once. The
insurgents wiil demand the right to en-
ter the city along with us. This we
must not permit, since their chief aim
is to }ot. They have been treated with
such cruelty and avarice by the Span-
jards for 80 long that they are In no
mood to stop short of murder, rapine
and robbery to avenge their real
wrongs. They are a quick, bright peo-
ple, much like the Japs, and now have

| an ample supply of MausSer guns and

ammunition. We shall see what we
wlll mee. In the meantime, the day for
the general mix-up has been postponed.
It w!ll not be today—maybe tomorrow
oT next day,

General QGreene sends for Qaptaln
Grant and myself, together or for one
glone, several times a day, to conault
on artillery matters. This i3 the worsat
country to fight In ever I saw or heard
Can't gee anyihing for trees; can't

gruption. I used

g0 anywhere for rice flelds and mud.
We don't know where the enemy's lines
are In many places, except Approx-
imately. But we are golng to have
very little fighting—nothing like +the
Severe battles that are occurring in
Cubn. The worst of these fellows Ig
their dispositlon to fight at npight.
Never but once have they made any-
thing like a serious attack In daylight
hours. This makes the dark hours
along our intrenchments very gloomy.
Lmast night I spent at the front, all of

my guns being in position now. The
very best place to sigep chat I eould
find was In the second story of the
ronastery, now so well known to our
troopa. This was somewhat dangerons,
owing—

Interruption by Colonel McCoy, tha
lieutenant colone} of the Colorados, who'
is fleld officer of the day, and came to
See If there were any fruit stands in
our camp and to say that our sanltary
condition is 0. K. Now comes +the firat
lteulenant to say that mall is golng
over to Cavite in a few minutes and
asks if I have tlme &0 sign my name on

Ia 'i‘lumberlaf letters.

0 contlnue—owing 4o the fact tha
the buliding is a miserably ¢hin ear.rucE
ture, and fias been pulled and shot to
| Pleces, so that there is littie or nothing
left but the walls and the roof. Bue
down in the trenches is 30 stinking and
Eﬁlaﬁ;il trhat I would prefar to take

T of a s
lmalarl'a. ot Lhis) [pue dangerios

It wouid ill you all with laughte
see one of our monkeys out thege Icfol&?
ing for boogies in the baby monk.

We had nothing to sleep on but the
hard ficor, but persopally I got a very
Bood night's sleep, barring ome inter
my $24 mackintosh as a
ed and coverlet and found a splemdid
plilow In a canteen, and when Liecuten-
ant Critehlow left and did not take his
canteen, I put them close together, and
the littie valley between made a splen-
did substitute for down. Of course,
rubber boots, sopping feet and wet in-
derclothing, together with a heavy belt
oontaiming a big revolver and a cart-
ridge pouch, all tended to make things
more oF les uncomfortable, but singu-
larly enough I slept, and siept almost
without waking, except on one occa-
sion, when the adjutant of the Califor-
nias, the regiments of Infantry along
the trenchea with us, came 4into the
lower story and whispered: *Get up
I 'quick. Get omto the breaatworks. The
Spaniards are coming.” Wae all bolted
upright. Critchlow went out of the
back window onto a house below, oOCU-
pied by our boys, and Grant, Naylor,
and I skeddadled down Into safer
ground, But no Spaniards came. Not
a shot was fired. The boys turned out
and got things in readiness to fire if
desired, but I told them to go back to
bed—It seemd Iimprobable that any-
thing would happen. This morning we
tramped back through ficoded flelds to
camp. I shall go up agalin tonight and
nightly unti! the blg fight takes place
and be there then.

I place the greatest confidence in the
promise that I shall return. It assists
me in deing my full duty as a man
should. Now I must get in & nap, 8o
good-bye for the present.

Saturday, 4:20 a. m.—I reclved orders
last night to start at 6 this morning
with the men to take part in the final
bombardment of Manila. That will take
place at 1¢ a. m. Dewey opens from the
sea and we from tthe land. Of course,
the city must surrender, but no ona
knows how much fighting they will do.
Qf course I have {(and Nelson) all of

your prayers and best wishes. I have
little fear of the issue myself. Thia
evening will tell. Good-bye for the

present.
.  Sunday, Aug. I4, 1898
You will rejoice in the fact that the



