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img b contact with the earth that
stwing sud discolors our lives.

We prafess to bs, and ure, the cbild-
ren of Abraham; oot iu a mystical or
firurative sense, but In reality. Our

14 enitors were acattered througi
e . nations, aud we believe that God
f:l,ﬁjng purpose in view in sprinkling
the Dationd with their blood. The
may bte asked: why was it

question srinkl ;
to sprinkle many nations
aﬁﬁ%;ybluod of Israel? The apawer

hie biood might be a preserva-
:?:_masrﬁje chlldren of Abrabham are
O ult of the earth. Balt iva pre-

:',gfvi?! element. The children of
Abmhgm,r_hough widely soattered, are

1ly gathered, In response
1fj;hge servants of God, they
-sgne of a city and two
fulfillment of

this? It ia

belng steat
to the cﬂél,o
come (o 4100 ;
of u [(amily”’ | i

v, hy is
PrOPNeeY: he spirit of God rests

r minde aod floda re-
:ponne thl:‘ their bearts no matter
tguhnt pativn they belong.. This
sprinkljug of the blood of Israel among
ail mations,ibhougl o seeming calamity,
will Dhe the means  of blesalng
all nations. Uod promised that through
Abraham all the nations of the earth
should be blessed. This was chiefly
fulfilled iv the birth and mission of the
Mavior, though only in part. If we
are the children of Abraham we must
do the works of Abraham. “We are the
salt of the earth, but lt_theaalt hath
lost ite savor wherewith shall the
eurth be salted? It ia thenceforth good
for nothing, but to be chst out, and to
be trodden under foot of men.” We
are also ‘‘lthe light of the world,”” and
#y gity that iseet oD @ hill canoot be
hig.?» Men de pot *“light a candle, and
put- 1t under & hushel, but on a candle-
stick, whers if gives light unto all that
are in the house.”” These are deep say-
inge, and worthy to pooder over in our
moat' gerious considerations. They are
filleil with thespirit and force of truth.
Belng A braham’s children, we must
do the works of Abrabam. He was
requited to leave kindred and coun-
try and all the associations. of youth.
1o this respect the Latter day Saints
have done the works of Abraham,
Hore sare men and womem from all
parts of the world who have left their
native lands, their fathers, mothera,
brothers, sisters; and other loved ones,
to gather to Zion. Those of us whe
wou)d not do this are oot worthy of the
blegsings of the Lerd. Many of us
who have been bord aud reared in this
mountain region have not been tried
in Llia respect, but rest assured, those
of us who have pot been thus tried,
will bave the test applied in some oLher
mupper. God will pass us through the
mill, that our hareher feelings may be

ground away. )

Abrabam was glven & child of
promise. Al his hopes were centered
in thatson; and yet be was calied upon
toaacrifice him, We read this tlip-.
pantly, not upderstanding it il
eignificance. The history we have of
it is only brief, The Bible ia but an
abridgemant of great events. We are
not told of the terrible struggle this
command cost Abraham; we do not
read of the pathetic account of Barah’s
breaking heart whbile pussing through
this ordeal. Bome will say, 1t is easy
enough to do uA Abraham did, when
vou know that God has commanded it,
I do not believe but that Abralinm

waa tested Io this matter just as
you and I might be now. How
wag he able fo tell that his informant
war oot ap angel of the Evil One?
Batan can appear as an apgel of light,
and can deceive the natural eye. He
can speak with the tongue of an orator,
and thus deceive the vatural ear. It
was doubtiess the Holy Spirit that con-
vinced Abraham.

The strength of achain was its weak-
est jink. A shrewd geperal marshals
his hosts so as to attack the enemy at
the weakest polut in his fortifications.
Batan is a wily and skilful general and
attacks the human family where they
are least able to repel him.

The speaker closed by saying that
a day of sacrifice and consecration
was coming. A day of unity and
equality would follow. The faithful
alone would be able to stand when the
Lord of Hosts should appear, for he
would be “like a refiner’s fire and as
fullers’ snap,’? snd would purge men
from their iniquity, and sll those who
were purified would go back to heaven
whence they came.

Apostle A, M. Lund

sald: I earnestly desire that I may be
able toaddress you with the same apirit
a8 the preceding apeaker. The work
of God is epreading, and the people are
improving. They are securiny testi-
mooles for themselves, apd are thus
learning to kuow God, whom to know
ia Hfe eternal. M™Most of this congrega-
tion Dus received the testimony tiiat
God has restored Hia work in this age.
The knowledye we have received is
not enough. We are not warranted in
sitting supinely down and neglectiug
vur duties. Life, with all its battles, is
hefore us. If we do what is right vie-
tory is assured us. It isa good for us to
have struggles.

The gathering was a themeon which
the prophetaof God In ancient days
loved to dwell. Israel was acattered,
and the country made desplate. The
curse of Gud was upon the country.
For a long time it was incapable of sus-
tuining a population. But achange is
taking place. This js the day of the
restitution of ail things. Sioce the
servants of G »d were sent to the Holy
Liand, ahortly after the uehering in ot
the presentdispensation, to blesgit and
dedlcate it and set it apart for the return
of the posterity of ita ancleul inhabit-
antd, a mirhty revolution has been
wrought io the elimatic and other con-
ditions of that historie country. 'The
emanpcipation of the Jews haa com-
menced. The day is hastening to
ward us when these unfortupate and
deaplsed exiles will relurn with rejoic-
Ing to the land of their forefalhers.

Eldler I3 EI. Roberis

addressed the meeting 28 follows: In
nltending a quarterly enofereuce fn an
adjucent Stake of Ziou recently I tovk
oc¢easion to remark that the gathering
reminded me somewhat of o sight I
on¢e witnessed in the Houre of Com-
mons in Great Britain, The House
had resol ved itself inte » cominittve of
the whols in order to more succesafully
disouss and consider certain problems
which confronted the Euulish nation;
that laws mlght b legisiated and en-
a ted Lhat were calculated to advance
the best interesta of the people. Bo
with the people who had sssembled In
that Stake. 'They had met Lo take ipn-
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to account the questions that interested
them most; that they might give and
receive such ipnstruction as would be
for their best good. This conference
in held for a similar purpose. But it
differs from Lhe operationsof the House
of Commons in that it iz of infinlte-
ly more importance, berause it
not ooly concerns our temporal
welfare but our ppiritual as well, The
instructions given wili not only effecs
men in time, but in eternlty also. This
comparigon sy sound iike egotism to
atrangers, but it s nothing more than
the declaration of a truth. In making
this atatement we are not indulging 1o
boastful talk. In proof of this, I refer
them o the principles taught io our
meeoting this merping. Our instruc-
tions may cause a amileof derision and
contempt to flit acroes the features of
the unthinking, but we care pot for
that. We are ever ready and williog
to defend that which tends to
the temporal apiritual  wel-
fare of mankind, The importapce
of the work of God Jdoes not
depend on individual testimony. We
point to results and ask the world to
ponder, The acblevements of the
Saints in these mountaio valleys are
such as should etrike the world with
admiration. Poverty-stricken  antl
weary they entered these vales, but
by complylng with the principles
taught in this conference they have
beeri made lhe moal prospercus and
contented people ou the globe. On
tire arrival of the Latter-day Saints on
this wvalley nothing but arid wastes
were seen. But the streams were
taken frum the mount.ios; the wastes
were watered, and today happy homes
are surrounded by productive vipe-
yards, heavily laden o¢rehards and’
fields that yield astoniahing returoa.

There ia to my mind no grander
philosophy than the Goapesl of Christ.
“He that cometh to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewsarder
of those that Jdiligently seek Him.* As
a logical sequence, repentance foliowa.
Lo its proper order contes baptism, after
which we stand cleansed of our mis-
deeds. Our bodies, which are the
taberoacies of God, and are then ready
for the reception of the Bpirit of truth
which makes us children of light.
These principles are true and it is im-
portant that the world should know
them. The knowledgze of these doe-
trines must eventuaily flood the earth,

Htatesmen may devise means, na-
tious may seek to bring about certain
conditivns for Lhe weltare of man. But
it 1a pecessary to wotk from within, not
from ywitbout, I kpow of no other
acheme that witl ameilorate the condi-
tion of man as well a8 the Gospel of
Christ.

The choir sang the anthem:

Let the mountains shout for joy,

after which the conygregation arose and
joined ln singing the “*Doxology.”

The benediclion was prooounced by
A postle F. M. Lyman.

or

A PRIESTHOOD MEETING

was beld in the eveulng, beginnlng at
7 o’clock. It was probably the largest
gathering of the kind ever held sinee
the orzanization of the Church 1o thia
dirpensation, The apenkers were, in
the ordet I whien they addressed the
assemblage, Presldents George Q. Can-
non, Joeeph F. Bmith and Wilford
Woodruff., The themes dwell upon



