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V WHERE IS THE RIGHT OF in-terferenceTERFERENCE

someborne timeago we wrote and publish-
ed a seriesserles of articles on plurality of
wives defending the principle on scrip-
tural reasonable moral social physio-
logical and constitutional grounds we
did so for the purpose of in part re-
freshing the public mind on some of the
arguments which have been before the
world for several years of defining to
an extent the grounds on which we dif-
fer from most people in this country on
the subject of marital polity and to
elicit if possible something other than
empty and assumptive denunciations
of a practice commanded by the al-
mighty sustained by scripture for-
tified by sound reason andairl good sense
and practiced by the best men who ever
lived on the earth
the manner in which utah her peo-

ple and their views and institutions are
talked of and treated were it not for the

hittebitterbitter results that so often follow the
evoking of evil passions would be
almost too ridiculous for contempt to
notice but the future that may be in
tiletue hands of individuals who aspire to
and in a dedegreederee0 ree receive power and in

1

fluencence and yet in the wildnessof blbiobigobloo
ark and illiberal prejudice can so0 o abuse
every principle of right and freedom aass
some would dodox irany buthut encour-
aging to those who give them the brief
iopatopa of position aidand place

there are some very grave errors colncorn
emitted by a great many whenhen treating

of preferringoreferningferring to the mormonscormonsMormons 11 they
taxidaxl th the assumption that wec must

bo wrong because we differ in opinion
1

adiaarid practice from many of our neigh
borsbars wisdomwisdom would suggest the pro-
priety of proving where the wrong ex-
ists rather thanthail assumingC its existence
inlnainait certain place andana with a particular
people itii would be more in consonance

i with thethe professed enlightenment and
liberality of the abetoageago to show by sound rea-
son andana strong argument where we arcare in

eterronterrorerin instead of indulging0 lilt so freely in
i baseless assertions 1 4 J

if plurality of wives is contrary to the
law df god to true happiness physia

excellente or the object of nimansans
existence show us how itisit is ioso i openlopen
the bible 0soo extensively circulated
throughh r thothe land out wwhereinilleilie rein

atietheche principleiiiicapic I1iss there condemned if it
is contrary to any command of god telltoll

command audaudand where it istois to
lael found trytny the forceforee and
thellie popowerpowenwen of argargument onou ilslisns weke are
seeking after truth wowe arearc very anx-
ious to obtain a knowledge of it we areard
open to conviction where we arearc wrong
abutbut we do think that it indicates a
abadjid causemuse based on a poor foundationfoundation

when those most bitterly opposed to
us can find nothing better than benun
cI1iaeions to hurl at ususandand sophistsophisticalleal
platitudes which ateare not evenoven propoun-
ded ias arguments0 to urge against ourbur

and faith
Vtherehere are plenty of learned men propio

found Igllogiciansclans close reasoners ivelliveli

vversed06ed in jurisprudence and inthe
scriptures throughouttho nation wouldouid
it not be wise and well for them
the power of their abilities leepdp re
sean lieslles and rma sh iww-
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trroublereuble for ifit theythoy would convert us to
anothermother way ofot thinking most ahsuassuredred

ayy wowe would act on our convictions aland
iff they should be converted to our way
of thinking their influence might save
thekhe nation from much evil and the at-
tempt

it
to perpetrate great wronwrongsgs

there is a good deal said at thties
about the awintwin relic of slavery hav-
ing been abolished and of plurality of
wives being about to be dealt with in a
similar manner the arguments against
the existence of slavery presented many
cogent points which have no bearing
directly or indirectly on plurality of
wives while we have been unable
after continued search to meet withwith
anything in the shape of argument
against the latter slavery is involun-
tary servitude it involves coercion
and the employment of physical forceforet to
make and keep one human being the
bondsman of another one party in
the nation takingZ the position that all
men are born free and equal aandandaadad re-
cognizingcoa izing africans and those ofafrican
descent as men declared that invol-
untary servitude should no longer ex-
ist that no man should be the servant
ofbf another who was not so of his own
free choice this isis the whole of the
slavery question in a nutshell

but with regard to plurality of Mu ives
what coercion is used what power em-
ployedplopio ed to enforce it the ppartiesartlesarties are
all consenting parties freefreen gentsagents nahoho
knowingly and understandingly eiterenter
into an agreement with each other
which they have the inalienablealienablein rinightright1g lit
to make and the power to break when-
ever they are dissatisfied with it allAH
that has been said of the servitude of
women in utah is manifestly and di-
rectly false treyarcthey are free to refuse
and free to accept it is when the marmari-
tal relationship is entered into that its
purity is guarded with jealous care so0
long as that bond of union remains in-
tact whicheiliscluisIs done everywhere that
puritypurify is in the least degree respected
anilanul

it may be said that a moral influence
is employed to sustain plurality of
wives this is eornorcorrect foifor ivoivewe belibellbelievebelleveetrecire
the principlesprinciple to0 be of heavenly origin
revealed by god to manmaumahandalid requiring0
to be obeyed what point tshatwhathat prin-
ciple

ii
whitwhal dogma is not be
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sustained byrby inmoralotaloval influencece every
party and every sect exercise all the
moral influence they can to sustain and
strengthen their views itisliisittift is when
moral suasion is laid asidealdo anandd physical
force is resorted to for the purpose of
enforcing a principle that wrong makeshes
its appearance this is where thetho in-
ception of flieifiethe latohato rebellionnibel Honnonwassaswas a erimecrime
for ifit arrayed armed men in open hos-
tility to the government ad struck the
blow which precipreelprecipitated1 pstated ihth natio I1intonto
civil war

the freedom ofdf speech and of the
press is another inalienable higrig iffiftlif which
cannot be taken from any portion of
the nation without a violation of the
constitution ththisis right wowe exercise
andana by it we defend everyevely principle that
has been revealed to us11s butnut while our

involves no co-
ercionarcion and is basebasedduponupon tuethe aagreement0
of willingly contracting paipartiestitsties who
have tbthetho mostmast indubitable right to
make such a contract wewo contend thatthat
it is not the business nor right aranyof any
man nor any set of men to interfere
10withth it and try to compel them to adopt
a difdlfdifferentderent course of action iiif it in-
volved the robrobbinggingbing of a human being of
any right any privilege or any brinck
pie of freedom then there would bebo
grounds for such interferenceinterferance but poli-
ticianstietlelansians or congoncongressgress might as justly say
what we musmustteateat where we must pray
how many horses we must own or
whether

I1
we mast db anyariy or allhil of these

ass aysay toito a woman who she must not
to a man NVwhom he shallshail not

make his wife
tiaI1 in ai loayinay lctic the print i iele

but it would oo00 veiryeii for statesmen and
public gengondenon to find out ifit the ageagdisis ccor-
rect

or
they have not assumed to say

a man may centernten into an agree
mient with to hold illicit intercourse
nor whetherhether his attentions shall be
confined to one or more of the opposite
sex no matter how corrupt they may
be it might be too hard upon them
selves then what right have they
moral or constitutional to interfere in
the making of social compacts between
the sexes where the intercourse is cir-
cumscribedcumscribedascribed by conditions which demand
purity and recognize chaschastitycity

WHOSE BUSINESS JSIS IT

being in an inquiring mood we feel
likeilke asking a few questions and making
some remarks in connection with them

in view of the tolerably widespreadwide spread
feeling that has been worked uptip against
us as a communitywe necessarily haye
somosome reflections in common with all
who are interested in this matter it is
alleailealleged0ed that we dimmerdiner very much from
the rest of the world in our views opin-
ions and faith if this is a crimeerime we
have yet to learn howhowitit becomes one
if weire do differ from the rest of mankind
in those matters whose fault is itlt
not ours for if they will only think as
we do and believe as we do there will
be no difference whatever so far as that
extends true the majority is with
them but have not the minority a per-
fect right0 to hold views that are not ac-
cepted by the majormajorityityl it is not the
first time in the world that thetile minor-
ity

minor-
ahave been in the righta and the ma-

jority in the wrong luiii fact it is the
rule and not the exception for aitto be
so when the savior was fulfilling his
mission on the earthoarth and after his
death himself andvind followers were
very much in thothe mminorityinority and they
entertained opinions and held a falfaifaithth
very different to the rest of mankind
for which thothe enlightened politicians
statesmen and priests ot0 their times
persecutedudea themthain itu chic ou it16 ilaalua
been in almost every agee before and
sinceince yet truth or its rrepresentatives
strugglegleonon against superior nunnuunumbersibers
confident thatmat a time will comcomeewhenwhen
those who believebelleve it will be lalargelyreely

1
in

the majoritymajokitsKity

butcut vewe ask whose business is it if we
do diner from others oror if otheothers

i rs dif-
fer from Us in thought opinion and
faithfalth so ionglonglonion as we do not in a single
iota seek infringei upon the rights of
any created being we would likeilke bome
intelligent0 mind to step into the van-
guard of opposition with a correct ap-
preciation of alip fasktask undertaken and

t enlighten us on thistilis point we confess
to being obtuse enough not to see it at
present we think we have a perfect
righettonightright to think to think nas wewo Ppleaseteaselease
and to render our attikons consonant
with those thouthoughtsgiltswilts sotso ionlonlongasionasas they areatre
within the limits of ouroun inalienable and
constitutional rights9

again it is well known that wevp arcare
remarkably united in this community
and that we lihave ho sortsoft ofbf relishreligh for
the contentions Jearringsjarrings andaud bitterbitten ani
masitiesmosi ties so common jn what is with
unconsciousiseibielbius irony called the civilized
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world does this milty hurtwirt ananybodyhotly
that they should feel so annoyed aaboutout
it if wowe choose to thinkthinh alike and act
in concert on matters pertaining to in-
dividual or the public good whose
business is that why should people
get excited over it and work rhemsthemselveselves
into a frenzy because we will not be so
disunited and as socially miserable as
they are themselves are they afraid
wenye willviii hurt them w0 that we will try
to do so they need not be our ob-
ject is to do goodgoody1

and not evil our
union has ever been used for beneficial
purposespurpose to the public interest
and of mankind witness the

1
sendingkrendl164 of a vast number of yearnsfearns4

to
tiretiie frontiers thetho ppresentrosen t andq p s e

slLSi firr ttti fc i tirurlarl isetse of helping the poor

to this territory where they can find
opportunities for bebettering their condi-
tion in lifeilfe such aaas would never have
beebeenn within their reach ifiphisthis help had
not been amfordaffordaffordeded them please do not
worry nor fret about our unity but try
to imitate it then you will be BOso busy
in seeking after permanent blesbiesblessingssinge
yoursSoursyourselveselyes and sobe happy in their en-
joyment

en-
joyjoyment that you will have neither
time nor inclination to envy us the pos-
session of ours

again a great deal is said about thothe
one man power existing in utah

please tell us the name of the man in
public life who would not seek to pos-
sess the influence which our leaders en-
joy among this people if he could get
it who is he and where doesdocs he live
men seek for power and influence but
they are not willing to abide the condi-
tions by which they aretoare to be obtained
hohe who would gain true power pure
and lasting must live in the hearts of
the people that is where the influence
of our leaders has its basis through
years of trial experience suffering and
prosperity we have proved their good-
ness and wisdom and have found that
they have been fathers to thetha people
andnd hence their influence if you who
railrall about it while you desire it would
obtain such influence pursue aa similar
course and the hearts of all good men
and women will turn to you as surely
as the needle does to thetho pole

if we love those men whose business
is that must our affections and feel-
ings be controlled if twice a year in
mass memeetingeting assembled we voluntarily
sustain them iliin their positions by
unanimous vote whose business is
that iiailahavee we not the right to say
who shall take the lead in oureour ecclesias-
tical

celestas
affairs and should we not have

the right to say who ought to govern
asituso it is the majority throughout this
nation that says who shall hold the
reins of power and government in the
republic and our leaders hold their
faodao7 1tyr hloiloahA yronfron eolesvales of thoilio wholewliolerole
does this interfere with
rights or privilegesleges who is wronged
by our eoso doing when you who talktall
of the one man power in utah refer
to it be honest if you candan and say
that the people sustain their
leaders and do so because they know
their worth and because they wish to
have good men hold such positionstiong of
responsibility amonamong themtham

these are a few bdourof our thoughthoughtti andaud
questions which maymay the
present 0
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sabbata I1 iderlder IT D Kl hards
alluded to the peaceilace we enjoy not that which
the world look upon cs peace who thinkthinh thoythey
enjoy that blessing if they are not inila da SAt te of
active war no matter how deep thothe feelings of
animosity may be that exist among them but a
unanimity of sentiment and action such as can
be found nowhereno where elseolseese and which Is the result
of obedience to the gospel irblib looked forward
to the the blessing enjoyed by thethem

here wilfwill bobis extended aver thaetheetho iirthearth
to theahe missmissionlorn on which bohe was about

i sUir tingtins and expressed illslils desires
ever the lord required him andametoto do all thytho
cooj in his power
P1 prospres D wells spokehir yot his recent IVIvisitit to
ahe settlements south idea that
i mebeu hadllad gonogont from this martofpart of thetho territory to
fight tho Lidililiantindiansansant the oliobjectdicliet of their going be-
ing totil assiseassist those who are living therothere to pro-
tect themselves and placeplate themselves in a state
of security nollo gave much valuable instruc-
tion wilhwith regard to traveling in the mountains
or places where hostile indiaindiansindiana might probably
bobe reprehendingreprehend ing the practice of single persons
or small parties of two or three traveling in such
places especially when not properly armed
said liehe looked upon the present indian diffi-
culties as a meansindans of learning the people a jos-
son

les-
son

les-
on

jos-
onlossonlosonon by which hohe trusted thepthey wouldwoula profit to

abide the counsel given to them
preshPresilsll C kimball spoke on the principle of

unity and its opposite showing that the unity
of the gospel leads people to gather together
ththatat theyhcy may share communion with each

and as men and women depart from the
truth and the spirit of thothe gospel they ancon
rago feelings which lestroydestroyit that desirodesire of being
together heire exhorted thothe saints to increased
righteousness
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