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gatjat this the little one stretched out her
round white arms clasped his head
prepressedased his forehead hishla hair his eyes
smiling like a cherub and murmuringallportallnil sortsorts of womanscomans fond things I1
was quite affected and considered it one
odtheof the prettiest scenes I1 had ever witness-
ed

and besides we are so very richriebricriehtootoo
said she bursting out laughing look
at my purse oneono gold lous dor all my
worldly wealth

he began to laugh too
yes dear I1 havehve spent mynay last half

crown itI1 gave it to the fellow who car-
ried our ttrunks on board
ailaliallah poor cried she what matters

it nobody so poor as those who have
nothing at all besides I1 have my two
diamond rings that my mother gave
nmee theyhey are good for something all thethe
worworldid over we can selseise 1 themthern when youyot
like and besides I1 am sure the captcaptainattlattill11

meant kindly by us and I1 suspect ilefilelib
knows very well what is in the letietletteriettert 61

it isaasais a recommendation to the governor
of cayenne

perhaps so who knows
to basurebe surehure it is continued the charm-

ing little wife you are so good I1 am
sure the government has banished you
only for a short time I1 know that
theythes havohave no feeling against you

high time that the light should
blbee stricken out and now I1 rapped onen
the deck and called them to do so

they instantly obeyed and I1 heird
them laughing andad chattering like two
innoneinnocentnt schoolfellowschoolfellowsschool fellowsrellows

one morning when I1 awoke I1 was sursurn N

not to feel the slightest motion of
tilethe vessel hurryinghurrynurry ing on deedec I1 found
that we were becalmed latitude one
degree north longitude between awen
tty seven and twenty eight degrees west

T waited until night when I1 descend-
ed toaymy cabin and opened the letterietter
with a dull awful feeling I1 held my
breath whitewhile I1 brokebroko the big red seal
and read

capt fontainebleauFontainbleau the convict
antoine Hindsclear stands convicted orof
high treason against the republic the
directory order that helle be allotshot in mid
ocean I1 antiancl you are hereby instructed to
see that these orders are carried into
effect 11

I1 read the letter backward and forward
ident ch deckdeek there they were she
looking upon the ocean and hohe gazing
upon her with an expression of unutter-
able fondness catching his eye I1 sign
edadforfoi him to come into the cabin and
bidding her goodbyegood bye he camecamo down
his face all smiles

I1 was bathed in a cold sweat I1 felt aa
if deadly sick I1 handed him the letter
and he read it together with the deadeathth
warrant which was drawn up in due
fornnornrandfand attached I1 gathered voice as
llelie finished
a he colored slightly and bowed
B
1I ask nothing eartcaRtcaptaincartainalnain liehe said inlri

the same gentle voice that always
characterized his speech no man can
be expected to swerve from his duty 1I
only wish to speak a few words to laur-
ette and to entreat you to take care of
herhei jrif she survives 1I hardly think shshee
will
allailaliail0 AllAlI thatis fair my good fellow I1

Ccried1 d if you request it I1 will ecarryarry
hzeerf backback to france to her family I1 will
nevennevert leave her until bheshe wishes to be
rid of me but I1 do not think she will
surviveit

he took my hand and pressed it
most kind captain I1 see you suffer

more in this business than I1 do but
there isih no help for it I1 trust youyon will
preserve what little property of mine 1is
left for her sakebale and that you will take
care that she gets what her poor old
mother may leave her I1 put her life
her honor in your handsbands she is and
how fondly low his voice became a
delicate little creature her chest is
often affected she must keep it warwarmM
and if she could keep the two diamonddiamond
rings her mother gave her I1 should be
glad but of course if money is needed
they mustlaust go myaly poor laurette
how pretty she looks i I1

it ikasivaswas getting too much for me and I1
bbebeanatoe 1anto1ti io knit my brows

one wordisword is as good as a thousanddi ll11

I1 said we understand each othergo to herherr
his hand he looked wist-

fully at me and I1 added stay a mo
ment let me give you a word of advice
dontdaiilt say a word to her be easy that is
mynay business it shall be managed in
ahnuhlah said liehe 1I did not understand
yes much better beside
takings this leave taktakingtabing 11

49 yes said I1 dont behave like a
childgilld much better no leave taking
if you can help it or you are lost

inept11 kept my seat I1 saw them walkwalkinging
arm iliin arm upon ahethe deck for about
half an hour

I1 called the mate to me and whetrhe
had read the letter I1 said

garley that jais bad business bad
business I1 put it in yourjour handsbands

1

Iobey their orders but remain in the
cabin until it is over

how do you wish the thing done
he asked in a nonchalant manner

take him in a boat out of sight do
it as quick as pospossible dont say any-
thing of this till the time comes

garley sat five minutes looking at me
without saying a word he was a
strstrangearige fellow I1 know what to
make of him he ther went out of the
cabin without payinghayingnying a word

night came at last aiman a boat go
a quarter of a mile be quick

to obey a slip of daperl for it was but
a slips of paper after all something in
theoryry air must have urged me on I1
I1uribesaw thothe young man kneel down before
ms11Laurettedurette kisskisa her knees her feet

ll11 n I1 cried like a madman
I1artapartrt them part them this instantpart them curse the republic curse

the directory the directors I1 quit the
service curse the lawyers you may tell
them if you will

she was dragged into her berth and
the boat rowed away in the darkness

some time after a dull volley came
over the sea to the vessel it was all
over

fool madman how I1 paced the deckdeek
and cursed myself all night long I1
paced back and forth and all night
longleng I1 heard the moaning10 of the poor
sk lehenicken bird

often I1 halted and was tempted to
throw myself into the sea I1 and so
end this horrid torture of brain and
heart I1

days passed eisawI1 saw nothing of laur-
ette 1 would notsienot seeseo her shoshe avoid
ed meine and I1 was glad of it I1 could
not bear the sight of that woe stricken
face

rhetheuhe mate garley how I1 batedhated him I1

he was as cool and unconcernedconcernedua as
though liehe had no remembrance offshootof shoot-
ing the poor wretch

at Cayennelrennei resigned my ship going
to the city I1 made liiialiail11 my arrangements
and took the steamer for new york I1
placed ampleampie funds in the hands of a
trusty friend and told him to send lau-
rette to me at the end of six months I1
could not see her until her grief had lost
its edge

weary sick and careless of my lifeilfe
I1 wandered off into new york state
and finally bought a little place where
I1 hoped I1 should lie down and die

I1 sent for laurette poor bird 1I
must see her I1 could wait no longer

one summer night I1 satsai in the porch
of my house smoking my pipe andund ga-
zing down the road soon the rumbling
of wheels was heard and the stage halt-
ed

bait-
ed

the next moment a pair of soft arms
were round my neck and the head of
my sobbing lauretteLaUretteelte was on my bos-
om

11 oh I1 you dear escelexcelexcellentleht captain
y

I1

heavens whowhoa is that behinabehind
you

therothere stood the manly form of ant-
oine Hindsclear the convict

what does this meanmeana
hardly knowing whetherletherI was dreaming
or not

are you glad to see me
thank god thank god was all

that I1 could elejaculateaculeateac
I1 understoodunderstood it all the mate garley

had read my heart better than I1 did
myself after leleaving the brig in the
boat he arranged the whole affair the
volley was firedfireda but no bullet touched
antoine Hindsclear he was smuggled
into his berth again and took care to
avoid my sight the whole crew were
in the plot and thank god I1 was
duped
I1 sent garley a thousand dollarsdollarsasaas a

reward
I1 am now an old man but I1 amm

happy my children anand my grand-
children 1 I call them nothing else seem
to think old capt fontainebleauFontainbleau is not
such a wretch after all
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