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every Biate in the Unitea

"IA
‘ valleye, and wherever

s elther in their own habita-
by tihvicr Hresides, im Lhe
L7y 1n the publie gatheriogs, or
e ver they may be, the univer-
Hilmony of these people ralled
r-day dalnts is that they, in
e 0ce Lo the requirements which
i communicated unts them by
rvants of God, received the
red  bleesings, and the
oSpirit has Leen poured out
them and the glits thereof
wrested down upon them., And
evidence of thia we eee this
thay I bave spohen of. We
53 this love. We see the
ing of the people to-
\Weo see such a Juve as 1s
wipled apywhere apon the
i1e earibh~—the love that ex-
the midet o! the Latter-uay
in these mountaips. You
averas the wide earth and
very religious demominstion
Feu to thore of Pagan vellef,
» where else will you &ee such
L ibjtion s thie [ bave spoken
ou witaeas hers. And yet
Jeople -are illiterate. ‘There
4 are onlearned. Thege psop.e
nk. ‘These people have come
srious DAblwws of the eart
jeople have been brougnt u
eng oieeds, belonginy v uir-
b Burches, speailng diferent
b 483, they have becn iraineq
reat hadite; not of one na-
DL of one Totm of thought, not
‘v tozether frcm one town.
from one neigh borhood, bat
&:lous nations and nelghbor-
| pvich this diversity of belief—
A of former bzlief and educa:
training. Now, what would
nclple accomyplish amongst a
_homogeneous people than
5 people mote uniled than
by 1nally, more ove in thought
niing —what, I eay,: would
Ingiple accomplish  amony
posple as this that I zliude
Iy, We cau imagine what it
ia years to come, 83 the 1l
Jerations of this people grow
jfi00d and womanhood upder
Wuence of this principle—we
hzine whzt the resalts will be
le banded together as no
ople upon the face of the
e by the tonda of the new
rlasiing covenant, by the
the Holy Priesthood that
| teetored to tne earth, and
«dministratlon of those di-
inances Which consiituted
er of the Church of Christ
wasupon the earth, Itis
Guspel restored agaln. You
lj>0int to & single leature that
erizad the Qospel of Jesus as
Jminislered by His Apostles
10t t0 bo witnesscd among
ter day daints—not:a gingle
I cefy the warld to pont
i=leons, Every charaoieris-
made it great, that made it
§- in the earth, that made W
belongs to this Church of
firist of Lstter day Bainta.

i
‘

he anclent BSalnts perss-
8o are wa. Did they
the trath of thair

He<2 80 have mauy of our peo
tiiey have to fleefrom their
Were they deilven by their
beeaure of thelr religion?
we had to flee from our
v this nineteenth century,
and of bowsted liberty, the
J¢ natlon and the freest na-
1 the face of the globe—we
i to flee to theze mouniains
e refuge here because we be-
in those ancient principles
zuse we contended for the
lon. of Lhis ancient power.
[§-v even 1n these mountaine
23 are envied snd men
estroy ©se; not because we
not because we do infury to
We; Dol becaues our land s
f wickedness, becanse 1t 1s
beceuse we are full of strife
upon our neighbors and
sstroy thems; not be auce of
heese thingsis our deatruc-
ght; but becaose we believe
i hes spoken from the hea-
use we belleve in a
that has Propheta and
; 804 haa the Holy QGhost
ifts in 1%, becanse we belleve
togsther in lyve and not
each other, and are not
ainst each otherin parties;
viee of this we are censider-
«rous, and our existence 1ia
ed o menace t0 ouf nelgh-
Tear and thinkof 11!

p————

F

the various nations of Europe,
from Asla, some (rom [(ar-off
h!a and the ielanda of tbe gea,

; they have gathered out,antil
ey arenumbered by thousands
sns cf thousands thromghout
you
/s with the people and talk to

Thuta
wwith the virtues thatl de-
i possord, &Ye Jooked upon as

& menace to our neighbors, and that
onr destruction ia a desiru]:le thing.

Now, while we do pot profe=s to
‘have tha faith that we shoald bave
-——we could all do with more—yet it
is the afm, It isthe object of the
teachings of the KElders of this
Choreh to endeavar to instiil into
thegminds of the pecple faith in
God, to hava them contend earneat-
Iy, a8 the Beriptures say, “for the
faith which was onoe dellvered to
the Sainte.”” While thia is the alm
and the ol ject of the teachings of
the Eldsre—and we are well aware
of the weaknees of the people—yet
we dotestify, in the most solemn
wmanner,thatGod has restored;the an.
sient gifts that werein the Church.
The eick are healed. There sre
hundreds of families im thia Terri-
tory, thonssnds of them, who never
think of anything else but sending
for the Elders,as the Apostle James
eaid they should do, in cases of siek-
nesz, “*[sany sick among you? let
blm call for the Elders of the
Church; and let them pray over
bim, suoicting bhim with oil in the
name f the Lerd. And the prayer
of faith shall save the afok,” said
the Apostie. Now, among the peo-
ple called Latter-day Baints this 1s
an almost oniversal practice, and
we solemnly testify that—while we
are far from being what we should
be, far from haviog tbat faith we
shunld have—there are nnmerous
inatanoes of the eick betng healed
by the laylog on of hands. You
konow tuis, my brethren and slaturs,
Nut ouly have the sick been heuled,
L.t the blind have been restored to
alght, the desf have been made to
bear, aud toe power of God has been
manifested in accordance with the
promises he has made. And it is
the outpouring of the Bpizit in this
manner, the conflrmation of Qod’s
promises bpon the people, that
makes the Liatter.day Haiuts eo anit-
ed. It 1s not the strength of irapoat-
uie. it is not the delusion of ehrewd
men. Itis pot because wicked men

people as good as any that are num-

of Latter-day Salnta—scattered

Pagan world nod iu the infidel

of edmiration to those who belleve
aven In Jesns,the Bon of God, whom
I view as my Redeemer and my
Savior. I believe that there are
thoneands and it msy be said mil.
lions of well-meaning, good people,
whom God loves, that arc pumber-
ed among the Pagans and that are
numbered apiong the infidels to
Christianity. But at the
same time while I thue believe,
I Xnow that God has re-
vealed Hie everlasting Goepel
to be preached to the inhabitants of
the earth, and when light comes, ir
men reject it, condemnation follows,
And this 18 the condemnation of
our present generation. A great
propbet has arisen In their midst.
They do not believe it. They do
not believe that Joseph Bmith was
a Prophet of (God. The basely and
cowardly elew him. Yet he wassa
Praphet of God, just as much as
Eljjah, or na Iealah wss, Or as any
of the ancient Prophets were, and
be has founded a system that will
grow, that will inerease, that will
yet be the dominating power in the
earih, because the promises of God
are to thia effect. And this ie the
sin of thie generation. This man
came in their midst bringing to
them gitts from Uod, b.ingivy to
them & message of love and ealva-
t.on, and they cruelly snd Lase
glew him in the most avbominable
manper. Bat like ali the Propbets,
his blood bas mnot been avenged.
Whoever heard of people being
punished for killng a Prophei? Who
ever heard of the people torning
round and punishing bis murderera?
Bach & care is not knows In the his-
tory of the world, And it is true
concething Joseph Smith. His
blood statns the eoil of «ne

have decelved this people. Lt won!d
be impossiole to hold \hem together
under such conditions. To doso
would be a greater miracle than
that which we now behold In the
existance of the people. To sce &
people united togetber and held to-
gether by a few impostors, scattered
as they areover this exteni of terrl-
tory—No, such a thing ig abhorrent
to reason. No man with reason can
telleve such e statement, and accept
that as the golution of this organi-
zation—that is, of the problem con-
nected with it. No man can think
it. There 13 something more than
this. There Ia 3oma power beyond
thiz; for, as X have sald, if it were
not 80, we should have some exhibl-
tlon on the part of good men
in eatabliching such a system
as we Dow behold, One
wonld think they would show thelr
power in organizing. Bat it s the
outpouring of the Bpirit of God. Men
and women and children, through-
out nll the congregations of the
Latter-duy Saints jn all thsse :et-
tlemente, if they had the opporio-
nity, would bear solemn testimony,
in the name of Jesms Chrfst, thet
they did receive those promised
blessivge, that that was the cause
of theirconéioning their nssociatlon
with the pecple of God, and that
that was the teason of thelr gather-
ing with them to this land or of their
coming here.

Now, Lknow that in talking in
thia staln 1t may spund strange to
mepy who have no knowledge of
these thinga, They may thiskita
vely strange thing that men should
teaufy in our day concerning the
existence of thess things, Baot let
me ask you: Where is the man of
God of whom we haveany saccount
in this book, from Genegjs to Reve-
jation, that did ot have communi-
cation with (30d? Where is there
one? Not one. Ycu have no ac
count of a siogle individual who
was a eervant of God from the daye
of Adam, our father, to John the
Revelator, whe did not have com-
munication from our Father In
Heaven, God communicated with
the people always when they were
faithral.

“But,’”’ saya one, ‘“we have
nor e now, and we have not had,
wnd therefore @ud has ceased to
coma unlente His mind snd His
will to His children.”

Do not decetve ycursglves. This
is the cry of wen who themseives
are destitute of thia power nnd of
this kpowledge, an) who teke this
meals of sccouviing tor it, and of
making people belleve that the
present conchifon of things is the
condition that shonld exiat and that
(@od designed to exiet.

I do nos wish to retleet upon any
other body of peopls or upon any

\

of the sovereign Btates of the
nation. He was glain under the
pledged hionor of that Btate that he
shenld be protected, and yet his
murderers Have never been pun-
Jshed, Auod as I asy, this i3 the
sin of this generation. A chnrch
was organized by the command of
God, and members of that church
have been cruelly treated. They
have been driven from their homea,
Their pathway has beeu marked by
the graves of those who have died
ih consequence of their suffering,

of excellont people in the world—
bered in the Church of Jesus!Christ
through all the rects sand in the

world, Ido notoonflne my feelings

ke elaln with out canse nor be cruelly
treafed.” He relgns in the heavens.
I thank God that He has revealed
himeelf, and that we hnpow
Him. e 1eigns, His Jostice
nevar sleepe. Wa will be protected
and preserved; and His anger wili
be ponted out upon those who have
merited it by their transgresaion.
We¢ therefore call upon them in the
name of Jesus torepent of their eins,
toturn away from wickedness and
toturn to righteousness. And if
they desire to know whether we tell
the truth, let them go to Qod in the
name of Jezus and ask Him, and
we will be satiafied with the an-
swer. That is what our Elders tel
everybody wherover they go. They
tell them to ask Qod in the name
of Jesur whother the testimony they
bear be trueor false. 1s not this
falr? Certainly it is,

May (od help you, my brethren
and sisters and frlends, to receive
the truth and to eling to it all your
lives, to love it more than Jife iteelf,
that in the end you may be saved
and exalied In the Kingdom of God,
Amen.
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A NEW-COMER'S TESTIMONY

Bounti¥uL, Utah,
Jane, 17, 1883,

Editor Deserct News:

Dear 8r.—Iask = small epace in
your bighly esteemed paper for the
purgoss of giving my friends aad old
acquaintances an opportunity of
Buuwing a few facts concerning the
inhabitsnts of this Territory who
are commonly known as “Mor-
mons.” L arrlved here in Neo--
vember last and, up to that time, I
never heard much abont the ¢Mor-
mon” people, for iIn my native city
as wellas the majority of all other
cities, the people have zcmething
else to do besldes making religions
ingairles, except once in n while
when a man is eleoted fo office and
his constitnents dermand him to ex-

ress his religious eentiments. But
fthonght there must be something
pecullar about them that would en-
able an Eastern man to tell them
at first 8ight, 1 found them gquite
tame, walking and moving ss other
Jolkado. I find them possessed of
all business capacities, equally 8o, if
not In advance of ocur Wall Street
stock brokers, perhaps not guite so
tricky. Aearnle tbey are honest
in ail their traneactioneand are come
poted principally of men and wo-

Onr track can be traced, or could be
traced 1rom Jliinoie by the graves of
our people—men, women and chil-
dren—who died of suffering, because
they chose to worship God accord-
ing to the dictates of thelr own con-
sciences. And who is there that hna
raised his volee and said one word
against this? Afew men have done
ep—a few hongrable men—have pro-
tested againet 1t; but the great body
of the people have azsented toit,
and have not only aseented to it,
but they bave endeavored to follow
us to cur retired homes here and
destroy us, Tiey are not content
we ehouid Jive in this wilderness
land which we found so dreadful, in
many respects, and s0 bard to cone
quer. We have come here. We
have conquered. We have rubdued
the land by continuous, persisient,
and unlimited  toll, and we will not
cense onr exerlions to make thisz a
beautifnl Jand, sod to extend
hospitality to all who vieit
ne, Bat we have been en-
vied our litle possessions — the
fraits fof our toll,the hard esrn-
ings of the last 35 years; wo have
been envied theee; and there are
those who think that the best thing
that conld be done with us ia to ex~
tirpate ue from the face of the earih,
blotwus out of exisience. Now, 1
eay that this ia the #in of this gen-
erntion. God has eent a mlighty
Prophet who predicted,among other
things, the clvil wav that took place
in 1861. It is on 1ecord in this book
(the Book of Doctrine snd Coven-
ants}, Jofeph Smith “warned ,this
nation of it—twenty-eight years be-
fore it occared. He told them the
cauéc of it, and the consequences
that would follow, Thls great Pro-
phet hua been in thelr midet aod
they have slain him, and have dea-
troyed ae far as possible thoze whe
belleve in hia doctrine. God will
hold thia generation toa strict zc-
ecuntability for these acte, just as
aure a8 He did the generation who
alew the Apostles and those who
lived contempceraneous with the
Aposiles. We moy be a feehle peo
ple, but wo nra God’s people; no
more than our fellow men in some
respeots, only so far as we obey Hie
laws more {ban they do; but never-
tbeless we are God’® people,and

sect; L belleve there are thoneands

God will not allow His obiidren to

men from uil quarters of the globe,
who believe in the trae doctrine of
Jesus Christ, and not only bslieve
in it, but, as'a rule, they practce it.
I bave known some of the farmers
in the small towns here that do not
turn a key on their barns, granaries,
chicken houses, or in faot many of
their outhouses or storage rooms
the ‘whole season round,

I wonder what the result wonld be
in the vesinliy of Piymoth Church

should like to mentlon, but apace
will not permit.

I bave men{ioned theze few facte
for the benefit of afew of my friends
and old aoquaintacces, who have
been anxlous to know eomething
concerning Uiah. [ care naught for .
the sneering critio, but would advise
all men wishing to know the truth
to gome to Utzh and find out for
themselves. And when they &
come 1ok with thelr own eyes aud
not ask too m.ny gquestlons or be-
lieve Towm, D.ck or Harry, for there
wera Judiasses 1n the time of thse
Savior, and It ls o to-dey. Honi
s01t qui mal i pense,

‘ WavLiEr H, ECoTT.

S e mme ]

A SINGULAR PETRIFAC
TION.

PLEASANT VALLEYyY
June 12th, 1688.

Editor Deseret Netve:

My, Evan Willlame, of this place,
has been working on the construo=‘
tlon trainof the D. & R. G., and on
the l14th of May, be found a stone
book in the sand, about 230 yards
{rom Gieen River,which he brought
home with him,and which hasbeey
purchased by Mr. David Wiilamas,
alio of -this placa.

Laet eveniog, while on businees
st Mr. Williams’ resldence he taid,
“1’ve:n curjosily to show you,” and
going to his secretary he brought
out the said book, which [ gave a
critical examinaiion. 1t welghs
josat three pounds, and measures Lwo
Inches in thickness; the covers are |
five and five-oights inches long; the
leaves or rather the part that was
leaves, ive and one-fourth inches
jong; the coversa from edge to where
it turned on the back or tothe .
“*hipges™” are two and three-foorth,
incher; measurlog from the edge
oi one caver around the hack to the
e0gs- of the other cover is
sight and ceeven-eights inches,
or ground the back oide . wise
ten and eeven-eights Inches,
The onriceity does not show
the Jeasi mark of an instrooaent up-
on it except where the finder waed
some charp tool ln soraping off the
dirt. In its dimentions it 18 8e perfect
ag any book of the day. Two oftite
corne:s were broken off when founds
one [s broken badly, I was aware
tt.at books when used for only a
thort time would get the corners
bent down s0 I exumined tbe two
remaining ones and found thom
alightly bent. On very oleee obier-
vation I discovered two dlstinet Lines
ranning fthrough the koaves In
the eawme direction. Thesewere just
as straight nsthe leavestbhemsolves.
They were not marke of any tool but
wero in the formation aa aeeam in
a rock. The book is n white sand
stone formetion covered w»ith many
dark irregular epots aboot the eizé of
aeilver dime. ‘The nearest thing I
can compare it to is the poecket Bible

of in thousands of our arislucatic
citles. Infactthey are the most ln-
dustrious people 1 have seen on the
Ameriean Continent; they are hon-
estin their dealings and live In
peace and unity. In fact thair motto
fa glory to God on High—and peace
and good will to all men. |
And yet the menner in which oar
great Ropublican Qovernment acts
towarde-them—would not be tolerat-
ed by the wandering red man of the
foreat. I find that as & people they
are politicaly Democratic, that is o
say they believe In pure Democratic
rinolples and of course that has ite
‘Eﬂects pnder our present admipistra
‘tion. Thete is another thing I
notice amongat them that ja,some
of them had more wives than onej
thia is done with thefree and open
coneent of all parties conserned, and
sceording to the law of God as the
understand it upon Celestia! Marrl-
age, and Jh nine cages out of len
peace and harmony prevalls ond 1
may remark right hore that we
neednot comeall the way to Hait
Lake City to find a man talking to
mote womén thanone in fact we
ean tind that almost in New York or
washington—-but that is on the ely
you Enow.

The *Mormont” a3 a pecple are
fairly edocated. They bave splen-
did echosla which are well attended.
They have a population of about
170,000, and yet I do not believe
there 18 a $‘Mormon” [oorhonze;
this alone ehows their induatry.
There are & number of people in the
Iarger cilies of Utah, (Salt Lake avd
dthers) who do not believe 23 Lbe
#Mormons” do, or who do not prac-
tica as they do, but who .re in the
oynority.

The "Mormune”as & rule are a
femperate class of people; they ob-
ject to the ure of Hquors and tobac-

printed twenty.-five and thirty years
ago, of which itia a perfect pattern.

The finder, Mr. Evan Wililams,1s
& quist, nnasstmiog man, who
minds his own businesa and galner
hls liviog by dsy labor, I have neo
doubt but it {a 8 genuoine petriffed
Bible, lost by some exploring party
or eome poor “Morinon* moon-
tsineer. Indeed it wounld take a
firstectros sculptor to make such a
plecoof work. I capnot find any
renson to doubt its genulnenees.
Mr. D. J. Williame will be in Bait
Lake in s fow daye and bring it for

exhibition.
C. H. Byrrra.
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PROGRAMME

0r THE FOURTH OF JULY EXER-
OI_BIB AT FURT DOUQLASLS,

Muzsic,
Mectlng &% tbe grand stand af
Fort Douglazs at 11 o’clock a. m.
Called to order by His Honor
Mayor Wm. Jeuninge.
Prayer, Chaplain Van Horne.
‘Weloome, General MeCoox,
Response, hayor Jepnings.
Music,
President of the day, Governor
Marrs¥.
Reading, Declaration of Independ-
ence: H. M. Wells, )
*Hone, “RAlar Bpangled Banner,”
Orafion, U. J. Wenner. -
Musio,
Sentiments,
The Presldent, Governor Ramesy.-
Music.
Army aud Novy, Major Jobn Car-
land, U. 8. A.
Musto.
Utak, Professor T. B, Lewia

c0. There are several things I

-Musig,



