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ZION AND HER redemption

A4 lecture delivered by bishop 0 F
whitney in the eighteenth ward
Chachapelfiel sunday evening septem-
ber 1889 and subsequently in
other wards of the city and towns

of the territory

REPORTED BY F BANNERMAN

THERE is but one thing that mars
ttyiny peace this evening and that is to
see so many who have done me the
honor to come here tonight obliged
to stand our hearts are large
enough for you all brethren and sis-
ters but the seating capacity of our
house is limited I1 trust however
that you will not get tired of the

good standing as brother nichol-
son aptly expresses it in which
you find yourselves and that all
nayinay be refreshed spiritually and terntem
borally by what the lord hall see fit
to bring forth for our interest and edi-
ficationfi 1I therefore place myself
inn his hands and throw myself upon
your faith and prayers and crave
your kind attention while I1 proceed
to express some thoughts which I1
have had heretofore and others with
which the lord may inspire me at this
time on the subject of zion and her
redemptionPed emption

we are all familiar with the termsterms
zion and redemption many

of us have heard them from our
childhood lisped at our mothers
knee and from the pulpit by the
priesthood of god we have been
taught to look forward to the day of
zions redemption and many of you
who have gathered from the nations
of the earth have hadbad a still more in-
telligenttell igent idea of the subject for when
you heard the gospel in foreign
lands preached by the elders of
israel among the first things they
taught you were that they had come
from the land of zion and that you
were expected to gather to zion
many of you have left native land
forsaken father mother wife hus-
band children and friends forsaken
all like the apostles in days of old
and followed the footsteps of your
savior you have done this for the
purpose of gathering to zion in order
that you might help build up zion
forfor this was the object of your com
ingg here you turned your backs
uponpon babylon upon the world with
all its interests and allurementsallure ments with
alall that it could afford with all it
coulduld give you of pleasure or of
teintemporal profit you placed thesethee
things upon the altar of sacrifice and
crinetoe to this land to learn more fully
of the ways of the lord and to do
yourur little your best towards the

building up of his zion but how
many of those who are here tonight
actually comprehend away down in
the depths of their souls what is
meant by zion and what is meant by
the redemption of zion it will be
my pleasant task as I1 am aided by
the spirit to throw a few rays of
light if I1 may upon this subject to
remind some of you perchance of
things which may have become dim
in your memories and to instruct
others particularly the young con-
cerning a subject which is second to
none in the interests the h pes and
the anticipations of the people of
god in these days

let us first ask the question what
is meant by zion in the hebrew
from which language this holy book
the bible was translated zion means

a hill one of the hills in the city
of jerusalem was named mount
zion and it was here after king
david had captured the city that he
built his royal palace and reigned
over the kingdom of israel glorious-
ly the prophet joseph smith has
given another definition of the term
irwill be found in the body of this
book the doctrine and covenants
containing the revelations of god
through his prophet in these days
just as the bible contains the revela-
tions of his willill and the history of
his people in ancient days the
prophet joseph smith impressed a
great lesson upon the minds of his
people when he voiced that terse
and simple utterance this is zion

the pure in heart
now one is a physical or literal

definition of the term zion a
mountain and the other is a spiritual
definition zion the pure in heart
yet it is none the less significant for
as the mountain towers above the
plain as the great peaks of these
ranges lift their heads above the
valleys where we dwell so must the
zion of god the pure in heart be
lifted up not in pride and vanity
but by their purity and righteousness
above the level of the rest of man-
kind therefore zion in its temporal
and in its spiritual significance means
something high and lifted up and it
is in this sense that the prophets of
old used it when speaking of mount
zion meaning not only that little hill
in the city of jerusalem but in its
grander and broader significance the
people of god the pure in heart
who were to rise above and become
superior to the rest of mankind

latter day saints it was for this
purpose that you gathered to zion
young men and young women of this
people it was for this purpose that
you were born upon this favored

land the land upon which god in-
tends to build the city of zion to
erect his holy temple upon which
the glory of god will rest and reflect
from the towers of the city from the
spires of the temple from the hearts
and minds of the pure the noble and
the righteous to give joy to all the
world then will be fulfilled the
words of the prophet isaiah who

concerning zion

arise shine for thy light iss come
and the glory of the lord isis risen
upon thee for behold darkness shall
cover the earth and gross darkness
the people but thehet lord shall arise
upon thee and his glory shall be
seen upon thee and the gentiles
shall come to thy light and kings to
the brightness of thy rising

this is no dream brethren and
sisters it is no whim or fancy of
men it is an inspired utterance the
heaven born thought of a holy man
of god who as he was moved
upon by the holy ghost and this
isis a portion of the destiny of this peo-
ple to build up such a zion and not
only to build a city that I1 conceive to
be a comparatively insignificant por-
tion of the great mission devolving
upon us but to prepare a people
the pure in heart for the coming of
the lord jesus to reign in his glory

this is the dispensation of the ful
ness of times in this dispensation
the almighty intends to fulfilfulfill and
complete all works that he has be-
gun inin every other age of the world
that were not completed in them-
selves other dispensations flow in-
to this one as the rivers empty into
the ocean all past ages are tribuetribut-
ary to this all that the prophets
have spoken in former times will have
a complete and glorious fulfilmentfulfillment in
this the dispensation of the eulnfalnessess of0 f
times the lord has decreed and
has already set his hand to gather
in one all things in christ both in
heaven and on earth

now it has been a portion of the
lords plan from the beginning tofore-
shadow the coming of great events
from the earliest times the comingcoining
of the lord jesus christ who was
slain as a lamb from the foundation
of the world was typified all down
the ages by the sacrifice of lambs
and of other animals that were
slain and offered upon altars for the
purpose of keeping alive and perpe-
tuating in the hearts of the children
of god this great event towards
which his people have ever looked
as to the beacon of their salvation
the anchoranchor of their hope even to the
time when the son of god the
savior would descend from heaven
and take upon him flesh and lay
down his life that this world might
be redeemed


