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I1 feel truly thankful brethren and sisistersstera
for the opportunity 1 enjoy this morning I1
trust that we have come together with prayer-
ful

I1

hearts before the lord our god that bshis
spiritspir it may be upon us and that our prayers
and all our devotions during this I1conference3onference
mayruay be acceptable in his sight if I1 unde-
rstand my duty as an eldereider in israel this
should beb e my object and my desire not only ini

camillcomingr to conference meetings but also in
all my associations with the people of god
1I feel well in boldingbeholdingbe your faces and in
having the privilege which I1 now enjoy of
standistandingDgr before you I1 feel that it is a blessed
opportunity and one that should be appre-
ciated by us allail we have the privilege twice
in each year of coming up to head quarterquarters to
visit the first presidency and leading author-
ities of the church in G S L city and in-
asmuch as we have comecone with pure hearts
and clean hands we shall all have confidence
before god and his people who reside here
our anticipations will be realized we shall
receive such instructions and counsels from

I1 our brethren who are called to preside over
us as will be for our best good

I1 do not feel competentcompatent to teach this peo-
ple hence I1 merely rise to bear my testimony
to the truth of the gospel of the son of god
1 testify that joseph smith was a prophet of
the most high that he was a minister of life
to the nations that he revealed the will of the
father concerning his sons and Daughdaughterstera
that many of the revelations which he gave
concerning this nation have already been
fulfilled and that others are being fulfilled be-
fore our eyes I1 know that he revealed the
future destiny of all the nations of the earth
and his predictions are being fulfilled to the
joy and satisfaction of eveia latter day
saint and there is no doubt our mindsmind
in regard to those that are still unfulfilled
then what shall I1 do shall I1 cease to bear
any further testimony or shall I1 continueconthine to
aver the truth of the gospeegospervepersewe have espoused

i and the teachings we have received from pres-
idents brigham young heberlieber C kimball and
daniel 11 wells yesyea these counsels and
teachings have been just as good just as true
as the counsels and revelations given by th
prophet joseph smith

1I now want to ask you a question what
more do you want what greater things can
you ask for than those gifts and endowments
which yuyau have received if wewa have reject-
ed or treated coolly and walked underfoot the
blessings of the almighty remember that we
are on the devils ground

while some are groveling in the dark dry-
ing up in the things of god and striving to
lead into other thanhelaannela and doing that which
will gratify their own corrupt dispositions we
should be endeavoring to increase in the light
and knowledge of the truth and to set anin ex-
ample that is worthy 0of all imitation

seeing that I1 have been calledupon to make
a few remarkremarks I1 feel disposed to take for my
text LATTERlatten DAY SAINT itif you take up the
character of an elder inili israel one wwho10 has
received the gospel in humility been ordained
to the holy priesthood because of his faith-
fulnessfuitfui nesslets who has preached to the nations of
the eartheartb borne a faithful testimony to the
truth of our holy religion0 what more do you

1 want an I1 what more can you ask in proof of
j that mans integrity do we want to search
i1 in the kingdoms ot ibis world for any other
j testimony than that which wevve have received

no neither do we want to inquire except in
i the hollholihouseholdsebold of faith respecting the char

acter of our brethren thetle very moment that
a man lets go0

o his testimony and the spirit of
his religion where is his faith and where is
his power it passes into the shade the tes-
timony firstI1 given is laid by and it is put
aside hisIs faith his widd in and the power
to receivereceive something elseelee and the vacuum is
filled up with darkness Is not a man in
that situation a suitable subject for theake
to work upon yesyet he is flavinhavinghasingV set
the gospel closed up the channelbagnel otof light and
the medium through which hebe received intelli
gencehe cannot comprehend the things of eter-
nity he has turned his attention to something
elbeeiba gone after other gods become subject
to other spibpisplitstits from which he receives dreams
and visions that gradually lead him on to
destructiondestructfon

itif we who erpfprofessess to be saints expect to
keepk beep the light of beaven within us and the
andleandie of the almighty shining round about
u we must bold fast the beginning of our
confidence and strive to increase in the prin-
ciples of life and salvation

if I1 were to go aladalid pray to another god I1
should expect that he would give me revela-
tion to suit his own purpose audand that he
would lead me out of the path in which I1 am
nowlow striving to walk he would leaiealeadd memoe away

I1 from the true and living ged and he would
lead me litointo doubt and

if we arearc led by the spirit of the true and
livinglivina godsgod we are always led aright we are
always happy always cheerful we rejoice
evermore and pray without ceasing we need
not fear in regard to the gospel of jesusjoua
christ for it is as trutrue todayto day as it was when
we first heard it we have more light more
faith more knowledge and consequently
more power than we ever had before and
god has just asaa much right and hebe is just as
willing to reveal his will unto us as he was
twenty years ago

let us be prayerful let us cleanse our
hearts from evey impurity and 3sanctify our-
selves before our heavenly father and we
shallshail surely winwill the prize but we cannot

any other condition this is the promise
made to us by the elders who brought the
vgospel to our doors we were told to culti-
vate brotherly kindness virtue and charity
we were told to nourish and cherish the spirit
of wisdom and tobeto be constantly striving to
add to our faith virtue to virtue knowledge
to knowledge temperance to temperance god-
liness to godliness brotherly kindness and
to brotherly kindness charity and we were
told that if these things were in us we should
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowl-
edge of our lord and savior jesus christ

may godgoi bless us all and enable us to do
these things is my earnest prayer in the name
of jesus christ amen
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the text taken by br benson I1 think isis
OLa very good one and he hashaa portrayed before
us what isis necessarynrcessary to enable usils to be one
in following out those virtues and principles
which are godlike and which are calculated
to make us one that we also mayinay become
like god this is our duty and our privilege

to be godlike in our ways to imitate the
virtuous the true and the good and in as
much as it is possible to become ultimately
as pure and holy as our father and god
this is the privilege of the human race in our
day and generation we have the light of
revelation to guide the soulssauls of men aright to
make ourselves like our father in heaven

we have not known these things until withwilh
in the last few vearsears since the revelation of
the falness of the gospel it is one of the
greatest privileges and blessings ever made
known to manimadl clothed with the illlillightbt of
truth and knowledge from the heavens hhav-
ing

av
in a channel of communication opened uptip
throughh which we get intelligence from the
fatherrather of light with whom there isis rodo vari-
ableness nor the least shadow of turning
this light and knowledge hag been imparted
to the children of men and by obedience to
its directions they can make themselves like
gods in the eternal worlds what beautyhealt
what love what greatness and power aridand
what exceeding great glory lie before the
true hearted let your5 our minds open up
to behold in vision ttheh e greatness thereof
for the moment that you can seebee what light

I1 greatness and gloryorycry are strewn in and now
I1 illuminate bour pathwayay to cheer you onward
through the shifting and varied scenes of life
to the havenhaien of bliss and glory hereafter con-
tinuallyinual y enlightening your minds solacing
3youou tthroughrough life enabling you to overcome
everyeiery difficulty which you maynay have to en-
counter inin life s journey

As sorrow and distress arerare in the worldwor I1 d
we expect that every one will more or less
havehav e to drink cf the bitter fusupcu 0 this light
these great gifts this promise of brewartreward of
happiness and exaltation the lovely principles
which are uunfolded to our view are enough
tuto inspire in the human heart every day joy
that could not be conceived of by the naturaln
manmail

As was asked by br benson what more
could we ask to prove to ourselves that this
is the work of the almighty what more
could we have to induce us to pursue the right
way still how little are these blessingsblesbies sings ap-
preciatedprecia ted by the world at large yes and by
the saints of the most high in comparison
with what they should bel it seems as thothol
we often forget what our real blessinblessings3 are
and thereby let darkness creep into our minds
and cover up the little light that is in us we
should remember thitthat our religion is designed
to redeem a lost world from sin from the
bondage of iniquity and also from the rule
and thralldom of satan which have eaf loped
it for generations and cotcoycoverede red I1itt es63 it were
withawith a thick pail and well nigh desolated the
earth it is designed now to restore aittoit to
and place it I1inI1 the light1 to fill it with intel I1

and sanctify it through the truth aurlour
religion teaches us to draw wisdom frotafrosa thathe
fountain of wisdom and to extend it to the
minds of others it opens up to its adherents

I1

eveir privilegevile e which the heart ol01 a righteous
landinuinu an eancanran desire andtind it leadsit ads onen the faithful to

I1 g ory and honorhoar inia vonda or I1 gut

I1 but what is the reverse what is the
ototherher idede of the picture it is confusion

I1 distressdis treas of communities division in families
I1 distress of nations a fearful looking forward
into the future because of the judgments of
the almighty which they apprehend are near
atI their doors have they any desire to do
any better no but the wicked are striving
to see how they can get more advantages
over their neighbor and thus do worse and
serve the devil better and almost with rail-
road speedspeedyZ that they may see wickedness
predominate throughouthoutbout the length and
breadth of the land the conduct of the
wicked leads to darkness and misery in the
present as well as in the future

how thankful then we should be that this
gospel and the light of revelation have reach-
ed our minds and caused our bosoms to vi-
brate with the inspirations of the holy spirit
the welcome sound and accompanying power
has plucked us as brands from the durOurburningning
then do you not feel thankful that we have
this blessed privilege7 and that we hadhakl under-
standingt enough

1
left with us when this gospel

reached our ears to embrace it it has been
the privileget of the world to do the fiameflame our
coteco temporarieses inin all nations have the oppor-
tunityimtuni of bebecomingcoming acquaintedted with its bless-
ingsbifirs the light 010 this gosnel has been shed
forth more or less among all nations of the
globe thousands and millions have heard it
but many only to reject it because of the
pride of life and th lust of the world friends
and relatives whoho have dared to differ in
opinion with their connections and to join
themselves to allan unpopular people have
found that it has cost them their name in so-
ciety their character among their fellows
thyr fortune and all they Flosspossessedessed this
view having been taken of it by many who
have examined its principles has caused them
to reject it

it is the privilege of ththee people of this na-
tionn as much so as it has been ours to receive
the benefits of this gospel it isia also the priv-
ilege of our government aoto do good to this
people but it is loftlaft with them to act accord-
inginn to the dictates of their own consciences
it is not silly their privilege but it is their
duty to foster this kingdom and it was one
of the main objects of the government in lay-
ing the whole structure thereof that it should
affordawford succor and support to the kingdom of
god it was the wish of the almighty that
the principles of liberty and of righteousness
should underlie the hadhas of the union and the
institutions that flow from that government
who could dare to question the rights of con-
science was a question often asked in revolu-
tionary times how halihab the government of
our country performed that important duty
towards this people we only need refer to
our past history to aanaverns this question it
ignored the privilege that we claimed and
refused to do its duty that neglectneglect on the
part of our government caused tthousandsousa lidsrids to
be ruined to be driven forth into the track-
less wwildsills and for want of ordinary subsis-
tence many weakened and died the wilful
neglect ofnt our government caused the botbest
biblood00d of this generation to be shed it caused
hundreds to die through exposure and in every
respect it has failed to come out and maintain
the rights11 of conscience towards the saints otof
the mostalost iliiiililbhighb it wouldN ouid have been far better
for us itif we hadefad hadbad no pretensions to govern-
ment at all than for it thus to have encour-
aged the hand of the plunderer and of the
murderer we shoushouldd have fared much better
than we did to say nothing of their finally
concentratingm their power and their influence
to wipe usils out of existence after we hadbad
coined a footholdfoot hold in these dreary deserts

then so far as we are concerned we should
have been better without a government than
with such an one it is a principle in politi-
calcalcai economy that no government shall be
bound together any longer than it is good for
its subjects whenever any government failfalls
to proteprotectct and preserve the rights and interests
of its people they can no longer be expected
to reirenderder unto it their allegiance iadabd support
hencelence we see the people occasionally shaking
off the chains of tyranny that bindbinn tiemthem
through all this abueabuse and neglect on the
part of the pre government this people
nashashas shown ttetre moat devoted loyalty antiand they
never have breathed a word or exhibited a
desiredebirt to throw it off when administered in
its legitimate channelchannelitit isonois oneono of thebertthe best
governments upon the face of the whole earth
and itif it had been used for the purposes for
which it naswas originally designed it would
have been both stronger and better

we find no fault with its institutions neith-
er dowedo we particularly object to itsita formoeform of
government but it is itsita administration and
the way lisita and laws have been
abiablabaevsedsedeedaed thtb dav it is cowand has forbearsfor years
past been b mv 1 rreni4 babhab founded the cause
of complaint it recognizes the principle of

I1 sefself government that the people have the
I1

hialitri ht to ccontrolvnarol of that principleciple vee have
long been ala but it haslas opydryne v r bban n ex
ten deutoto usua as a opeape TLtarotnotrot the arsararg s

and plans of politicians they have managed
to deprive territories of that which is given to
the states this is contrary to thetb genius of
the constitution which gives the people theth
right to choose their own rulers taxation
should only be exacted where representation
disallowedis allowed these privileges have been with-
held from thisthia as well as from other
territories and the pattern given for this ter-
ritory in the organic act is not materially
different from any other our offenseoffence has
been that we have asked for those of our own
choosing to rule us it has been the case it
estrueis true that they have chosen persons from
the states to holhoihold offices in all the territories
and ostensibly they have made no difference
butbuti this should be considered that the ap-
pointing power has given othersotherl the opportu-
nity of making known their preference and
such wishes have generally been considered
with the exception of the people of thisthib ter-
ritory

I1 am now speaking of the past hitherto it
has been as I1 have now mentimentionedoneil this gov-
ernment has been partial in this and in ganv
other respects and has no real claim upon our
affections but still we seek to preserve those
institutions and to keep sacred thosethese wise
provisions which are embodied in the consti-
tution as it was formed by our fathersfather and
perhaps we are the only people that do seek
the salvation of our country at the
time and it will finally be shown that we araaro
the only people that will stand by its
piespleslesies and make it what it was intended to
ben anari asylum for the oppressed of all national

it is truly a strange crisis to which the
country has now arrived it is something
like a statement I1 saw me other dyday very
truly depicteddepleted though very humiliating to re-
ceive to be compared with an old rotten gov-
ernment like that of austria a government
naturally crumbling to pieces a government
notorious for itsita oppression of itsils subjects for
many generations another andarld a new one
that has not yet attained its full size pre-
sents the same picture to the
world it also is crumbling to pieces the
same cacauseuse corruption frofromn the centre 40 thefhe
circumference I1 do not think there isid aanoreamoremoremoru
corrupt government upon the face of the earth
it seems that when they commenced their war
upon us they commenced to glide the down-
ward road to destruction

it is patent everywhere that the government
doesdoes not look for anything from their public
servants but corruption andaila robbery they set-
tle all their accounts with this understandingstanding
of the subject and the whole machinery has
become carrucorruptp t in the sightbight of haavenheaven andend aaakl
good men

in departing from the principles otor truth of
lifeife and mereymercymerey inin rejecting the message oroc

ssalvationalvarion that has beebeenn sent to them
thehe instrumentality of joseph smith anetal
prophet otof the most high god who was
chosen to open up the work of this last dis-
pensationpensa tion they paved the way for their own
destruction they have rolled up againstth a3

keoplepeople in their wrath aridand in their hatred alarl I1

avenave striven to destroy the priesthood arora he
earth we now begin to see the results in
thothe days of our tribulations they said to the
mobs J

go on yes they encouraged ourolf
enemies in the perpetration of all their abom

acts the prophet of the lord
and told them they should have mobsmoba to their
hearts satisfaction but it should be airnaaira 14themselves one state against arother cu i
the whole land should be deluged with tl
blood of its inhabitants

when our people applied to the government
to compel the state of blishilsmissouri to restore usud
to our lands they pretended they could not
interfere with a sovereign state and as a re-
ward for their conduct they havohayo now got
state s

11 to their hearts content alalloalio
thistitis will continue to be poured back
them they willvill have to walk in the road
which they laid out for us and that which
they would have put upon us Isia now fast
comingcoining upon their own neadheadsii what more
I1striking illustration could be broucht to 1bearbealeas r
uponpoll the minds of this prope what coulchuisast
could the oidlordloidold pursuee that would seem to
satisfy11 mankind that these are his people abdaid
that thisthis is his work than that Nwhichhieb is bbr-
ing daily acted before all the world it is pa9
Wwasas said of old this work is as a liht sps
upon a hillbill tillsthis caupe and kirikiilkingdoin aavaff a
living perpetual andard final testimony to tle
nations that god is with us though we beb
despised by the world

the wicked reject thistills gospel and thi 3 memniek
sazesace from the alalmightymigatyoty which is iven in
much mercy for ttheintheirb r salvation i liehe fanfau i

roust r st upon their own badhad hevbevbeycy liailaliar
certainly been varnedwarned time and aga nr thtir y
live in the time of final wardingwarningwar ding addarid alipy b
gin to rereofral4 thehe reactionre action wbabc ati4 is ammy
them they have sent fefothfobblb kehe thull ercr
boltsboits against the lords anointed oreoneOBCaridsandearldcarldrand lmhe
rebound is beginning to take efreeffectct uponlipon their
ovinoun hearsheads it does seem to me that irif iliiiiii 7
were honethonet ty v ouid ijfc pov e 9 iiilitlii
but we LO not expect Ulinileniala 0 40 i at uleuie p fk


