THE

ALONG THE WEBER RIVER,

On the 4th of August I left Balt Liake
City for Bummit county, lor the pur-
pore of gathering there such historieal
information as may enuble me to write
a history of the Bummit Btake of Zion,
and its respective wards. Up to date
I have visited Parley?s Park, \WWanship,
Rockport, Peoa, Oakley, Kamas,
Hoylaville, Coalville anu ijptun, and
today I finish up with Echo and Hen-
nefer. | have held meetings with the
Baints in all these settlements, with
the exception of Parley’s Park, and
have had a good and enjoyable time.

The Summit Stake of Zion includes
neatrly all the Baints residing in Bum-
mit county, Utah, and also two wards
in Uintah county, Wyo.,, and one
branch at Rock Springe, Bweet Water
county, Wyo. The whole 8take
consists of fourteen organized wards
and one branch, with a total mem-
bership of 3837 sovuls, distributed
among 724 familier. The largest ward
in the Stake I8 Aimy, Wyo., which
contains 803 members. he other
wards, graded according to size, range
an follows: Peoa, 426 members;
Kamas, 419; Conlville Neorth, 333;
Coalvil e Bouth, 323, Hennefer, 285;
Conlville Enst, 278, Hoytsville, 249,
Upton, 159; Parley’s Park, 154; Wan-
ghip, 126; Evnoston, 124; Rockport,120;
Rock Bprings (a brapeh), 108, und
Echo, 82.

Coalville, the headquarters of the
SMtake and alen the county seat of Bum-
mit county, is pleasantly situated on
Chalk creek, near the confluence of
that streama with the Weber, and
has upwards of one thousand
inhabitants, including those re-
piding up In 8pring Hollow pear
the ccal mines, and those who live on
farms along Chalk Creek and on the
\Weber, both beiow and above the
town. A large proportion of the popu-
lation are coal miners, 1n the emptoy
o!f the Home Coal Company. About
two years ugo Conlville was divhied
into three warde, since which Wm.
Hodeson has prealded over the North,
George Beard over the Bouth and Jos-
eph Wright over the East ward as
Bishops. Near the center of the town
stands the Stake House, a fine strue-
ture which already has cost a large
sum of money, and iz not finished yet,
although in use for Btake conferences
and other large meetings. Coalville is
43 miles by nearest practical road east
northeast of Balt Lake City. Itaalti
tude is about 5550 feet above sen level.

Hoytville ward embraces the scat-
tered settlers living between Coalville

and \Vanship, the center of
the ward (where a new brlck
meeting honse is beautifully situ-

ated on A prominence overlooking the
valley fora longdistance np and down,
being three miles south of Conalville.
Wpe. SBargent is the bishop of this
ward, where also one of the few re-
maining ploneers of 16847 {R. Jackson
" Reddin) reeldes.

Wanship ward conslets of the viil ge
of Wanship and a few scattered settlters
residing at different points on the
\Veber and up BilverCreek. The viliage
of Wanship 18 beautifully situated in
the mouth of 8ilver Creek cunyon, on
the west bank of the \Veber river, It
has the Jargest ward bhouse of any of
the surrounding settlements, and pos-
sescer 3 number of natural fagiiitles.

The great draw back to the settlement,
however, of late years, has been
the fouling of the water of Silver Creek
—once as clear and pure as could be
found in the mountains—by the mills
and eoncentrating works at Park CiLy,
which are situated on the. head waters
of the stream, about fifteen mjles
southweat. \Vanship is thirty-five
miles by nearest road from Balt Lake
city, and eigbt miles southwest of
Coalville. lder Andrew Peterson,
Presidentof the High Priest’s quorum,
in the Bummit Stake, resides in the
Wanship ward.

Rockport, ocontaining twenty-one
families, 18 a thrifty village situated at
the mouth of Three Mile canyon, near
the west bank of the Weber river,
three and a half miles south of Wan-
ship. The Salt Limke meridian line
passes right through thias place, to
which belongs some of the best men-
dow and farming land on the Weber.
John M. Malin is the bishop.

Peoa ward consists chiefly of n strlug
town pituated on the &ast slde of the
Weber River three and a bhalf miles
southenst of Rockport or fifteen miles
from Coalville and thirty-eight miles
by nearer road from 8Salt Lade City,
Most of the farming land, belonging
to this settlement, lies on the bench
east of the town while thie narrow strip
of low lands lIying along the river is
mostly used for pasturnge and mea-
dows, Btephen Walker presides here
as bishop.

Leaving Peoato go to Kamas nlong
the left hand road, the traveler follows
Fort Crevk, (on which Peoa {4 sltuat.
ed) until the top of the bench isreach.
ed, where he at once finds himself in s
broad open vailey, «xtending south-
ward foraboutten miles,withanaverage
widlth of pearly three miles. About
Jdueeast of the point where the top of
the bench ia reached, le the mouth of
the upper Weber canyon nearly two
miles distant, and following the course
of the Weber from the point where it
enters the valley westward, it is seep
maklng a great bend, changing ite
course from a westerly to a nerther.
ly direction, a sbort distance south of
Peoa. Looking southward tbe town of
Kamags is in plain view, but befure
getting there, we reach a little village
called Oakley, clustered " arouud a
fiouring wmj]l sitvated on the nerth
bank of the Weber and surrounded by
some excellent tarming Jand. Here ig
a branch of the Church with C. Jen-
sen as presiding Ilder who acts under
the direction of the Peoa bishopric.
This piace is two and a balf miles
southeast of the village ot Peoa.

Five miies south of Onakley or seven
milee by nearest rond southenst of Peon
lies the town of Kamas, on n bigh

bench about midway between the
Weher river on the porth and the
Provo river on the south. Thisisthe

famous Rhoades valley, thus named
after Father Thomas Rhcoades, who
became the first settler here by
locating n ranch ashort distance north ..
east of where Kamas now stands, ag
early as 1856. Kamas I8 6304 feet above
the level of the sea, which accovnts tor
its geol and invigorating sumimer nights
and its uninterrupted sleighing facili-
ties in the winter. The absence of treep
in this open valley gives the substantia]
residences with which it abounds’an op.
portunity to show oft to advantage,

and the hand of thrift and industry
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is visible all around. Bamuel F.
Atwood, the Bishop of the wani, can
vongratulate himself upon occupsing
about as ‘““exalted a position?* asx most
any other Blsh0ﬁln the Church at the
present time, Is authority, ecclepi-
tival hend in his ward, extends to the
tops of the mountains all around.

Parley?s Park ward embraces all the
Saints residing in Parley’s Park, in-
cluding tbe valley of Snyderville and
Park City. Bayderville is situated on
the headwaters of Kast Canyon creek,
about four miles nosth of Park City,
is the headgnarters of the ward, This
place nestles pleasantly at the foot of
the Wasatch mountains, near the Utah
Central railway, twenty-slx mlles {rom
Halt Lake City. George M. PPace, whd
Jives on Silver Creek about six miles
northeast of Boyderville, is the Blahop
of Parley’s Pnurk ward, and William
Arcbibald, of Bnyuervilleris his Coun-
selor.

Upton ward consists of the seattered
gettlers residing on Chalk Creek, east
of Coalville. After passing through a
canyon in golng up the creek, the
country opens up a little, leaving nar-
row strips of meadow and farming
jand along the muain creek and tribu-
taries, which hsas been claimed and
pettied] upon by our brethren. The
centre of the Upton ward, or the point
where the achool house stands, is about
ten miles east of Coalville, but there
are ranches and farms occupied by

members of the Church, extending.,

ten miles farther out. John Clark pre-
siderover the Upton ward as Bishop.

Echo js the smallest ward in the
Sammit Btake. The statistical report
gives the number of families at 12, but
Eltns Asper, the Bishop of the ward,
could onuly count six families who ac-
tually belonged to the Cburch and who
meet regularly for worsbip in a room
of tbe Bishop's residence. Keho of
today is but a smal! village compared
with the Echo City that created such
an excitement for a short time when
the Union Pacific Railway was being
built through here in 1868-9. It was
one of those temporary cities peculisr
to ita day which sprang into existence
in the courseof a few days and disap.
peared again as the terminus of tbe
road was moved further westward,

Hennefer ia the lowest town on the
Weber within the limits of Bummit
County. It lies four miles northwest
of Echo on the westbank of thatriver,
und on the old overlaud road first trav.
eled by the Utab ploneers of 1847.
About two miles below this place the
Weher Valley narrows Into a real can-
yon known here as the “Narrows*
where such .local cgurioeities as the
iThousand Mtile Tree,?” the ‘“‘Devii’s
Slide,’? the “Devil’s Looking Glass??
etc., are polnted out to the overland
traveler, ap¢ he now, in lieu of mule
and ox teams--or even hand carta—
passess pwiftly threugh at his ease,
seated in a stately Pullman railway
CAr.

The Upper Weber Valley, conimeuc-
ing st the head of the “Narrows’” nifl
extending in a southerly direction for
a distance of about twenty-two miles
putil it opens cut into Rbodes’ Valley,
has perhaps an average width of nearly
three-quartersof a mile. The adjacent
mou ptaine on either side are generally
low and afford pasturage for large
flocks of sheep and also some catlle.
Small grain s raised very successfully



