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DECINATION OF AMERICANS,

It is a truth which must be admitted,
that as a nation we are sadly wanting
in that reproductive energy that charac-
terizes most people of the earth. The
disposition to lead lives of celibacy, the
frightful increase of childless homes
with the married, and the limited num-
ber of ¢hildren where any are born, are
telling wonderfully in the statistics of
our country. Forty years ago the num-
ber of adults who voluntarily chose a
uin‘fla life were small mm&ratively,
and when any children were born to pa-
rents a dozen was the rule and one and
two the exception, Now a much less
number marry, and the rule is one or
two children, if indeed any at all, and
the exception from five and eight to
a baker’s dozen. The effect of all this
is to deteriorate our nationality, retard
the progress it is our privilege and duty
to make, and allow those who come
iamgng us to supplant us in our native

and.

There is a cause for this—a very sim-
ple cause—and yet perhaps compara-
tively few have given it sufficient
thought to be able to account for the re-
sults which all must have observed; and
if understood, there is probably & disin-
c¢lination to admit its truth, or an un-
willingness to seek to correct the evil.
But the fact exists, and it is one of fear-
ful import to the future of America,

‘Dr, J. M, Toner, of Washington, a
statistician of considerable note, has
collected some valuable facts bearing
upon this subject, and in his diagram
showing the proportion of white chil-
dren of both sexes under fifteen years to
the 1,000 white females between fifteen
and fifty vyears, under age, in each
State at the beginning of each decade,
from 1800 to 1860, makes known the fact
that what has been thrown into the face
of the New England States, especially
Massachusetts, as their peculiar shame,
is equally true of every other State in
the Union.
reports that only one-half as many chil-
dren are now born to each 1,000 women
as during the year 1800, and that there
has been a regular decrease from one de-
eade of years to another.
the following shows the number of
children to each 1,.00 women at the
several periods named:

Year, Ohildren,
Massachusetis .. .. eerrisssssenesesses 180 2226
i 2,1 b5t
1,964

1,363
1,253
1,18
1,123
2,629
1679
2 492
1,9:7
1,839
1,867
L7715

These figures tell the terrible story,and
they ought to put Americans to shame
for the palpable violation of natural
laws, the result of which, as is seen in
these tables is decimating the American

ple. With this ratio continued for a
ew generations, it is easy to see that
the genuine Yankee will become nearly
or quite extinct,

The cause for this condition of thin
must be looked for in the modern de-
mands of society upon individuals and
families. The greed for wealth; the
postponement of marriage until it is at-
tained; the inability to support and edu-
ucate a family; the expense of living;
the desire to be fashionable and in
style; as well as a thousand considera-
tions that have come of the modern
ideas of home and society, operate in
the direction indicated and lead to dis-
astrous results. It is probably useless to
preach upon thissubject,for it will require
some agency more powerful than the
press or pulpit even to stay this mighty
evil. But we can all see to what it is
inevitably tending, and what will be
the result upon succeeding generations.
We can have the consciousness, if there
is any p'easure in it, that there is little
hope for our children and those who
shall come affer them in maintainin
the distinetive national features an
characteristics that pertained to our pro-
genitors,— L.
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Coveespondence,

BULLIONVILLE, Nevada,
October 11th, 1872,

Editor Deseret News:
Your readers in this place seemed

much pleased at your promptuoese in al- | mwining matters, and I am done.
pecting arcund the city of Pioche goes
am pleased to announce the l vigorously on, and with the most grat-

lﬂ}viug them & space in your columps.

He shows from the census |

For example, |

THE DESERET NEWS.

contipued

interest; i(he steady improvement in

the quu.hty and quantity of ore, as the
excavations increase in depth, give full | lionville,

assurance that the ledges of the Ely
Mining District are of immense value,
and true fissure veins (to speak geslo-
gically), notwithstanding the prog-
nostications of self-coneeited smart
alacks, who demonstrated beyond any
doubt *‘you Enow,’”” that *‘the country
aint worth & d-—n, eir, barren quartz-
ite and limestone, sir, & little float and
two or three smalk seams of gquariz;
souldn’c give a dollar an acre for the
whole couuty, sir.”” Waell these same
sharpmineralogistssaid thesame thing of
your Territory, so *‘it’s of no conse-
quence,” as Mr, Toots used to =ay.

The bullion shipment of the Ray-
mond and Ely Compaoy for the month
of Beptember was $3356 670. I have not
got the figure« of the snipments from
the Meadow Valley Company at hand,
but presume they are up to the usual
standard.

Yon will have observed by the
Pioche papers that ground has been
broken apd work eommenced on a rail-
road from Pioche to Bullionvilie, Can-

l not your ypeople Eeep on with your eud,

say a8 far as B8t. George, before
resting? = We might by suen a yood
vXxample be induced to me-L you there
with like commendable alaerity.

I'ney bhave & very auncient fam-
ily game or pa<time in Scotland,
called, ‘“Nievie Nievie, Nick Nack "
A bonny Seoteh Iassie ‘‘played” it oun
| **Bailie Niehol Jarvie,” or “*‘Dominte
Sampson,” I don’t remember wiich,
but this is the wa. it iIs perforwme :
You place in your hznd 8 coiu, say half
a doliar, and sbhowing another per-
son the hand in which you bold it;
proceed with quick motion to transfer
it from the right band to the left, at
the same time enquiring “What hand
will ye take?” Then throwing your
hands behind your baek. If the per-
son interrogated says *‘right’’ drop the
pieceinto your left and rapidly bring-
| ing hoth hands to the front, sbow him
that he was mistaken. Let him try
it again, and if he says'‘lefs,”’ of course,
by a slight change of programme, the
same ‘result will be obtained. Now,
this little bit of deception precisely il-
lustrates what the pelitical parties of
Lincoln county are trying to play on
each other. When it was suceessful-
ly accomplished on the good old Dom-
inie, all he could say was ‘“‘PRODI.
GIOUs!"” _

The same ejaculatien might apply
with strict propriety to the situation of
affairs here. The platform of prinei-
ples which both hold is illustrated by
the coin just spoken of, and you are
quite poeitive the patriotic gentlemanp
who seeks your vote holds on to the
platform, for you have seen him grasp
it, and when he eshows his hand, lo! 1t
is not there, or rather ‘‘he has lost his
hold,”” as we say in Nevada,

The illustration is far fetched, but it
is very appropriate, notwithstanding.
The contest for supremacy between the
straight-ont Republicai:s and followers
of Mr. Greeley is fierce and unceasing,
and in fact the whole thing is in a state
of glorious uncertainty, So let us drop
the subjeet. .

I regret to state that the usual spirit
of lawlessness has again manifested it-
self in Pioche, resnlting in the death of
one of the ies concerned, and the
serious wounding of the other. I omit
the particulars, as they will have been
printed by you before this reaches

ou. The woret features of the case
8 the faet that the prineipals, this
time, were both officers of the law,
bound to preserve the peace, not to
break it. I forbear further comment,
however, through respect for the feel-
ings of the living and the memory of
the dead.

The weather, at present, is exces-
gsively warm in the day time, but the
nights are cool and pleasant. A larger
amount of eickness has visited our
town this fall than at any time sinee
it was built, It was principally among
the people engaged in the mills, and
may have been superinduoeed by want
of due precaution, or the inhalation of
noxious vapors,  The hesalth of the
town is now exe¢ellent, and right here
| I ought not to omit to state on what
I consider good authority, the mill
companies very generously furnished
both medicine and attendance to those
of their employees who became sick
| from the above cause, Buchcommend-
able acticns should not go unnoticed.
Let us hope the eustomm may be gene-

rally adopted, both in Utah and Nev-

ada.
And now a word or two about general

proeperity of our miningﬂif ing ruccess,

The same may be said
of the Lovg Valley district, which is
situated about fifty miles south of Buli-
In Chief district the boys
are pegging away, confident of ulti-
mately gecuring an independence, in
the which hope I trust they mayg not be
disappointed,

1T'he Apaches have been so aggressive
of late that the prospecting parties
whieh left here early in the summer

Pros-

are relurniog to their o'd haunts, confi-
dent that nothing can be accomplished
in that country until the government
shall have taught the Reds the art of
peace by a few lessens in the potency

of war, In haste,
Very truly yours,
WM. BELL.
—

EASTERN NOTES.

The river is so low at Pittsburg that
milk is rising.

Renan is coming to this countiry early
in Jaonuary

The St. Louis papers are erowded
with appeals to the honest masses to
register nnd vaccinate,

Some women remove the noxious
weeds of widowhood in three weeks,
out in Wisconsin,

A New Hampshire school master has
been discbarged for boxiog a child’s
ears with a book so bard as to endanger
ife.

The town of Sterling, Ills., has pas-
sed an ordinance providing that the
windows or doors of drinking saloons
shall be obscured by means of screens,
paint, or other devices to conceal what
i8 goipg on within,

The New York Observer
fifth of the whole number
terian ministers are nnemploy
& 8till larger number of pulpits
filled, and advocates the
ment of a ministerial bureau.

The Kansas people are blessed be-
yond measure with quails, These
birds are so accommodating as to fl,
against the houses, knock the breath out
of their little bodies, and falksdown
quietly, when they are picked uff piek-
ed, and eocoked.

A shrewd man tied one end of s
lariat around his waist and lassoed a
cow with the other., He tho ght he
hrad the eow, but al the end of the first
half mile he began to guspect the cow
had him,

The first thing that impresses a strang-
er visiting this country is the Enavery
of the hack-drivers. The extortions of
those rascals who haunt the Cunard
doc¢k is Eartiuularly trying to one used
to the cheap cab system of Europe.

The legal rate of interest for money
in Kansas is seven per cent. per an-
num; bat if expressly stipulated in
writing, twelve per cent can be secured
by law. Anything over twelve per
cent. is usury, and cannot be legally
collected. |

A few days since a man living on
20th street got into an altereation with
bhis wife, and in a fit of passion threw
a saucer at her, which struck their lit-
tle infant on the mouth, eutting the
under-lip nearly off, so that it hung by
a bit of skin. A physician was ealled
in and attempted to sew it on, nd-
ing it too much mutilated hsa eut
off the entire under-lip.—XN.

A lame girl, who bad not for folfYteen
years once left the third-story back
room in which she lived, was among
those who participated in the late chil-
dren’s excursion to Philadelphia. When
carried to the park she asked what the
trees and grass were, and had to be told
the names of the most common objects,
She lay on the grass all day drinking
in the air and the sunshine, and was
seen to weep sofgly every little while
from pure joy. '

The New York Postsays: ‘'The own-
ers of horses are afraid to allow their
animale to leave their stables, whether
they have been aflected by the distem-
per or wot, and the gonsequence is that
the owners of hand-carts are reaping a
golden harvest. In one case that has
come to our notice, a man owning two
hand-carts bas received orders that
Eeep bimself apd hijs son employed
night and day,and he will provably
earn more in & week during the preva-
lence of this disorder than he was able
to earn in two months before the out-
break of the disorder.

The Philadelphia Star notes it as a
fact observed there that dyspepsia and
Eindred diseases Liave increased in pro-
portion with the extension of the street
railway system of that ¢ity. In no other
city on the eontinent are the facilities
for passenger transpertation to every
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ortion of it so greatas in Philadelphia.

any merchants, lawyers, mechanios,
and men and women of all professions,
having these conveniences for going to
and from, their respective places of
business, have almost entirely aban-
doned walking, although the distance
could easily be reached by foot, in from
ten to fifteen minutes.

A Becoteh graduate, in the

Seience Monthly for Oclober, under the
head of “EBoglish Agaionst the Clas-
sics,”” protests very strongly against the
large amount of labor which the stu-
dents of universities are required to
expend upon the langusages of anecient
Greece and Italy, a8 well as against the
mode in which those languages are
taugat in the sewminaries, He ipsists
that the free use of his own tongue is
tbe thing ef the first importance to
every man; and contends that these
languages are little if any assistance
rhetorieally or grammatically to the
student in attaining to such facility.

A few days since a young lady of
Urbana, Ohio, who had been ill a short
time, died, and the body was prepared
by sorrowing friends and atiendsants
for interment and placed in. the coffin,
The night before the day of the funeral
a number of young lady watchers were
seated in a room adjolaipng that In
which the coffin had been placed,
when, greatly to their consternation,
the figure of the dead girl appeared be-
fore them and spoke faintly. When
the horritied attendants had somewhat
overcome their fright, seeing that the
supposed corpse was really a thing of
life, they took mesasures to care for
their friend so startlingly restored to
them, almost irom the very gravs, and
she received proper attention, and is
now likely to recover, '

Not to have baked beans on Sunday
is still, in some parts of New Eogland,
a fracture of the twelfth commandment,
'be bean figures largely in the economy
of the old Bay state. It has its moral
as well as its official uses. 1t is given
L0 the inmates of the state prison at
Charlestown, and is made a moral test
of character. In the kitchen there I
Rave seen rows of convicts seate 1 at the
long table, sorting over the beans for
next day’s dinner—throwing away the
black and imperfect oves. This is the
first step toward awakening in these
degraded beings the distinetion between
good and bad, When they have learn-
ed to sort out the bad beans, they have
taken one step in the formation of a
moral character. Bo solicitous is this
state of the morals of all her children,
— Charles D. Warner,

Largest Land Sale Ever Made 0 »
Single FPersom.

On Friday last a formal sale was made
by General Robert ' E. Carr, President

of the Kansas Pacific Railway, to
(George Grant, ., of  London, ﬂ}ng*-
land, of a large body of land,.covering
twenty-four miles of territory,
lying contigusus to the line of the Kan-
SAS fie way in Ellis Co., Kan-
sas.. The tract extends thirteen mi es
along the niml{ twenty-four miles
along Vietoria River, thirteen miles

across the country to Smoky Hill River,
and has seven miles of water frontage
on Smoky Hill River. A new city, to
be called Victoria, will be laid out alen
the railway. A fine station-house wi
be erected, with lodging apartments for
new-comers. An elegant hotel will be
built, and all the n water-tamks,
stock-yards, ete., to properly conduct
the business of an important station,
will be supplied. The railway officials
offered to name the new eity after Mr.
Grant, the purchaser, but with great
modesty he declined the honor, and
preferred to have it called after his
queen. This extensive purchase will
result in untold good to our country.
Mr. Grant, with his usual e and
good taste, will expend a large amount
in ln:ﬂi;lgnut B mk and in erectin
buildings, tree-planting, ete. He wil
go to England at once, and ex to
return to this country in March with a
fine selection ot blooded cattle,
etc. A number of experienced farmers,
stock-raisers, etc., will also be sent over,
It is Mr. Grant’s intention to subdivide
his purchase into farms of various :
to erect farm-houses thereor . and to sel
lands and improvements a.« fair rates,
and upon terms which will enable eve-
ry incmt.rlou person to obtain a good
home in a fine section of ceuntry.

We predict that Vietoria will be one
of the most important towns in West-
ern Kansas, and that when the contem-
plated improvements are made, the ad-
vantage of a residence there will be

est to all.—Kansas City Journal,



