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baltimore 2121fuhethe following from tilethe american isis
an account bof tilethe great battle of tilethe

fillo kilill valley
freheadquartersaldquarters military division 1

winchester va 9 P 11 J
sherlSheridans army tilistills bayaaydaxday foughtfought one
of the most successfulsaul and decisive bat-
tles of tilethe war victory again perched
on our bannedbanner thetilo rebel army has
been defeated and literally routed with
a loss at least of killed and wound-
ed including 5 generals sunday mor-
ning early sent Gorgordanadans division of
rebel infantry from bunibunkerer hill where
it had been stationed abr the past few
days to drive averill out of martins
burg and destroy the bridge on thetile bal-
timore and ohio railroad across tiletiie
OpOpequanequall which they erroneously
thought hadad been repaired they mccuoccu-
pied martinsburgMart insburg for a short time with-
out doing any damage to the railroad
and were eventually driven by averill
as far as DukesDukevilleaville gen sheridan
learning their movements ordered his
whole command to break camp and pre-
pare to march accordingly at 3
onOC1 sunday tilethe loth all struck thetile
diff-erent divisions were all under arms
and prepared to move at a moments no-
tice at 9 orders were received
from sheridan for the ath and
corps to be ready to start at 3
and the army of western virginia un-
der cook at 5 the following morning

shortly after 65 wilsonsWilsons divis-
ion of cavalry crossed the at
berryvilleBerr on the winchester pike
moving his command rapidly along the
road and driving in the skir-
mish line jielie gallantly charged the ene
mysillys field works with his brigade
and carried them at the point of his sa-
bre capturing thirty prisoners in this
charge col brinton of the pa cav-
alry was wounded within a few feet of
thetile works whilst gallantly
leading his regiment these field
works were so constructed as to guard
the ford at the and prevent our
passage at that point our cavalry hav-
ing secured a safe passage for the infan-
try tilethe ath corps moved across the ope
quan and along the pike towards win-
chester to a point about a milemlle and a
half from the ford where it formed in
line of battle and threw out a stronstrong
skirmish line at the same time tthee
artillery opened on the woods into
which tilethe enemlys infantry had retired
and kept up an incessant cannonade
tilethe enemy replying briskly with parts
of two batteries there was a delay of
two hours caused by the non arrival of
the loth corps which through amiscon
caption of orders had failed to come up
at thetile proper time sheridan having
learned on sunday that the main por-
tion of Earlysearlys forces were encamped in
the vicinity of bunker hill steven
sons depot resolved to mass his forces
on thetile winchester and berryvilleBerr pike
and by a rapid movement to hurl them
on earlys rear there is no doubt but
that the enemy were completely surlsur-
prised and out outmaneuveredmaneuvered by sheridan
while tilethe differentdinerent columns were being
marched to the appointed place of ren-
dezvousdez a portion of our cavalry under
arbettI and averill kept up a strong
picket line along the Opequan and by
demonstrating in force at bumsbumb ford
thethey kept a large portion of the enemy
at gatzatthat part of the fieldnield which was near-
ly twelve miles distant from tir point
where it was intended our infantainfantry
sshouldhouid operate and strike a blow whizwhich
should result in the signal defeat ofear-
lys army the delay in the arrival of
thetile corps enabled early to move
gordons divisioncivisionslon at a double quick
fromfroin bunkerbunken hill distant ten miles
and brinkbring it up in time to form a line of
battle with BreckinridBreckinridgesgetsgels rammersearners
and hokes commands which had al-
ready arrived anaand werevere formed in a belt
of woods skirting Berrherrberryville and win-
chester As soon as the corps ar-
rived it was formed in four lines of bat-
tle about yards apart on the right
of the ath corps and everything being
in readiness the advance sounded at
noon when the two corps advanced in
splendid style and as composedly as
though on parade the first line had
not advanced more than yards be-
fore it became warmly engaged with the

enemy who were posted in line about
arditi
11goo yards1 distant at thetile same timeouttimetimo our
artillery1yy opened a furious cannonade
chrowlthrowingn shellsshellssheils and solid shotshotintointo the
opposite woods where the enemy could
be distinctly seen roLovingmoving ujup reinforce-
ments our aitditdifferent lines of battle
continued to advance steadily until
within nearly yards of the
line when thehe rebels opened a furious
cannonade with grape and cannister
from two batteries which they had pre-
viously kept secreted and which plow-
ed through our advancingadvadvancingancin lines and
mowing down large nunumberstilters of our
men the first line was obliged to give
wayvay under so murderous a tinirefirere and inrtretreatingr ing behind tilethe second line threw
it into a momentary confusion and it
was also obliged to fall back behind the
third line whichilich had in the meantime
been ordered tolio bownaowndown in order to
avoid as much as possible the effects of
thetho withering fire which the
battbatteriesbatteriaerieeric were directing against our
lineslilies the artillery was now brought
up adand posted inlit a commanding posi-
tion to silence the batteries of the ene-
my which caused us so much annoannoy-
ance and our lineslilies were rereformedforme d agagainzi
and moved forward regaining the ad-
vanced position which they had held i

when they were obliged to fall back
but thistills success was not gained without
a most obstinate resistance on the part
of the enemy gen sheridan had pre-
viously ridden along the lines and was
received everywhere by tilethe men with
the greatest enthusiasm and when they
advanced it was with the terrible deter-
minationmitiaminationtion to do or die in the attempt i

having regained the advanced position
previously occupied the different lines
of battle were ordered to lie down and
wait for the arrival of crooks corps
which was held in reserve on the east-
ern side of the Opequaniquan they were or-
dered up to take a position to the ex-
treme right of our line and in order to
counteract the movement on the part of
the enemy who were massing troopstroopsonon
their left flank with a view to turning
our right precisely at 3 crook
formaformed on the right of the corps
his division on the extreme right of
our line the ad division in the rear and
supporting a division of the loth corpsgen crook havinhaving formed his menro dc
along0 thetile lines anand was received by the
most vociferous cheering the men
promising to go in and wipe out win-
chestercl gen with
and averillaAverills divisions of cavalry hav
ing crossed the 9 0clock
at burns and knobs fords having
been hard at work all day fightlinfighting con-
siderablesiderable bodies of the en infantryinfantry
and cavalry andarra having been successful
inhi steadily driving them before them
now arrived on oilourr extreme rhhightrightlit aniand
were prepared to take part in tthee final
struggle which secured us the victorygen ohersheridanidan rode out to where tatorr
bett was stationed and after a consulta-
tion with him as to the part the cavalry
were to take ordered a final charge
which was made with an impetuosity
which nothing could resist our line
extending three miles in length aadvan-
ced amid cheers and yells which could
be distinctly heard above the noise of
artillery and musketry As our lines
advanced closer and closer to those of
the enemy thetile battle became more and
more fierce the slaughter now was aw-
ful at every discharge tiiethe men could be
distinctly seen croppidroppingng all around and
tilethe two contending lines at some points
could not have been over yards
apartart just at this critical perioperlodaboveMtthee roar of artillery and musketry thetiie
cheers and fierce yells of the contending
armies could be distinctly heard the
sinbinalwillilllil notes of the cavalry bugle sound
ing the charge which was the belth
knell to earlys army there could be
seen the gallant custar and INmerrettTerrett
each with the headquartershead quarters flag in
handband conspicuously amongst advancing
squadrons gallantly leading the charge
which in connection with the desperate
euragecourage of our infantry secured us the
victory the columns of earlys com-
mand were forced to give way and
break before the fierce onslaught which
the cavalry made upon them which
with sabre in hand rode them down
cutting them right and leftlet capturing

privates and non commissioned offi-
cers with nine battle flags and two
gunsgune broken and demoralized the didl

visions composing earlys command
now nnedfled inhi confusion throwing away
everything which couldcould in any way im-
pede their flight and strewing the
ground with their arms some made
for the heights beyond winchester but
theytiley were speedily dislodged by averill
and forced to beat a hasty and ignomin-
ious retreat up the valley where such of
earlys command as are left him are
now scattered our victory is a glori-
ous one and well calculated to thrill the
heart of eeveryerycry loyal man

washington 21
thothe following is thereplykreply of sherman

to hoods charcharechargec of cruelty
general I1 tavetayehave the honorlionor to ac

knowledge thetilo receipt of your letter of
this date consenting to hietiie
mentaments I1 proposed to facilitate thethle re-
moval south of tile people at atlanta
who prefer to go in that direction I1
enclose a copy of my order which will
I1 ainam satisfied accomplish my purpose
perfectly you style tilethe measures pro-
posed as unprecedented and appeal
to the dark history of war for a paraparabelllellieli
as an act ofstudied and ungenerous cru-
elty it is not unprecedented gen
johnstonhustonJo wisely and properly remremovedoved
families all the way from zalton down
I1 see no reason whywily atlanta should be
occupied nor is it necessary to appeal
to the dark history of war when9v I1ienten recent
modern examples are so handy you
yourself burned the dwelling houses
along your parapet I1 have seen todayto day
fifty houses you rendered uninhabitable
because they stood in the way of your
forts and men you defended atlanta
on a linelino so close to town that every
cannon and musket shot as showed
from our line of mentsmenta that
over shot their mark went into the
habitations of women and childrenclicilildren
hardee did the same at jonesboroJone
johnson did the same at jackson mis-
sissippisissippi I1 have not accused you of
heartless cruelty I1 merely instance
these cases of very recent occurrence
and could enumerate hundreds of
others and challenge any fair man to
judge who has at heart pity for the
fanfamiliesAllesailes of brave people I1 sasay it lsis a
kindness to the families at atlantaatlanta to
remove them now at once from scenes
winchwhich women and children should not
be exposed to brave people should
scorn to commit their wives and chil-
dren to thetiie rude barbarities of war and
its dark history in the name of com-
mon sense I1 ask you not to appeal to a
just god in such a manner
you who in the midst of peace and
prosperity plunged a nation into a elv
il war a dark and cruel war who dared
and bagerud us to battle insulted hiirour
flag seized our arsenals and forts that
were left in honorable custody seized
and made prisoners of war theble very
guardians sent to protect your people
against indians and negroes long be-
fore any overt octvasact was committed to you
by the lincoln government youou tried
to force kentucky and Missouri into the
rebellion in spite of themselves falsified
the vote of louisiana and sent priva-
teers to plunder unarmed shipshipss and ex-
pelledelied union families by thousandsisturnedburned their houses and declared by an
act of congress the confiscation of all
debts due northern men for goods you
mavmaymay talk this to marimarlmarinesnes but not to me
whowit have seen these things and whowilo
will this day make as much sacrifice for
the peace and honorlionor of the south as tile
best born southerner among you if we
must be enemies letlot us be men and
fight it out as we propose todayto day and
not deal in suchsuell hypocritical appeals to
god and humanity gadwillgod will judge us
in due time and cewillhe will pronounce whe-
ther it be more humane to fight it with
a town full of women and families of
brave people att our back or remove
them in time to places of safety among
their own friends and people signed

W T siliSHERMANbhermanERMANeuman
washington al23

harpers ferry 23 sheridan hashaa
againI1 beaten faearly at fishers hill cap-
turingailing I116 runsgunsuns anand many prisoners

signedgriedtied STEVENSON
washington 21242 1

the following official dispatch was re-
ceived from sheridan detailing some
of the particulars of the late battle and
victory at fishersFisher8 hill

1I cannot as yet give any definite
account of the battle our loss is light
crook struck the left flank of the enemenemyy

doubled it up and advanced down theirthein
lines ricketts division of the ath ar-
my corps gwun in and joined crooks
gettys and divisions took
up the same movement followed by the
whole line attacking beautifully they
carriedcarriea the works of the enemy the
rebels threwthrow down their arms and fled
in the greatest confusion abandoning
most of their artillery it was dark be-
fore the battle ended I1 pushed on af-
ter the enemy during thetho nigh tto that
point with the othath and letl corps and
have stopped here to rest my men and
issue rations if gen has push-
ed down surrey vallevalievalleyvailey
directions he will achieve
for I1 do not think there was ever an ar-
my so badly routed in this valley sol-
diers are hiding away and going to their
homes I1 cannot at present give any
estimate of prisoners I1 have pushed
on regardless of everything the num-
ber of pieces of artillery reported cap-
tured is sixteen

signed SHERIDAN
stevenson reports that three thousand

prisoners from the field reached win-
chester last night reinforcements and
supplies have veenteenbeen forwarded to scheri
dan

signed STANTON
washingtonton 24

the extra has Cthe follow-
ing the government received dersdeg
patchesaiches from stevenson this morning
dated at harpers ferry announcing
that 2000 prisoners hadllad reached win-
chester last night and also says that
1600 were captured on the nenearar
winchesterwinchester and arrived at harpersharperls
ferry 1600 inmoreI1re are yet to come

A later dispatch says that 1600 pris-
oners wereweve captured at strasburg onoil the

and reached winchester this morn-
ing when last heardherad fromfront earlys ar-
my was flying down the valley panipanic
stricken and sheridan in hot pursuit
near woodstock

boston 22
A letter from freemont withdrawingwithdrawiLgi

his name as a candidate is pubpublishedaished
todayto day

new york 2-122
gen cochrane has published an ad

dress to the war democrats withdraw-
ing his name from fiethelie cleveland ticket

av ashingtont 2000
dispatchesDi from sheridan to ll11 ouock

saturday night dated six miles south of
newmarket are received he had dri-
ven the enemy frofromni mount jackjaekjacksonsollsoli
without being able to bringc on a gener-
al engagement the bliemenemyy were mov-
ing rapidly and liehe has no cavalry at
present to hold them had at-
tacked wyeWycliamskhamaiiamsilams force at surrey andalacaptured a number of prisoners sheri-
dan found rebel hospitals in all the
towns from winchesterchestenchester to L

twenty pieces of artillery were cacaptur-
ed

tur
at fishers hill together with cigTIOliollo

prisoners a large amount of ammuni-
tion enissons limlimbersbersbere and a large qua ft0
city of entrenching tools and sinaiemail
arms no list of tilethe captured materials
liashas yet been received the small todias
through the valley contain a great mamax y
of the rebel aouwoundedtided gen SS im-
ports the arrivalalrh al at harpers ferry of a
train of our wounded twenty captured
gunsguus and eighty additionaladditionaf capcapturedcapturetureaturca1
officers breckbreckenridgeenridge has gone to tarttak
command of the rebel department of

washington 212
to montgomery blairbiair you havelave ggc u

crousby saidbaid to metile more than or
that whenever your resignation cotcoi
be a relief toniejojne it was at my dispodespos6
the time liashas come you very wfwe
know that this proceeds from no diss
isaaction of minenihle Nwithith you person
or officially your uniform kkindnesss
limhas been unsurpassed by that of afaryalyy
friend it would only make trouble
your department aud in those of holybov r

otherstlkerslers it isi yet much to saysav that a
the three years and a half during whid
you have administered the genea
post I1 remember no single con
plaintplgailit t you in connection there
IVwahtil Sigisiglsignedled A N

to the president I1 have read ycy
note of tills date referring to my onerotter f

resign whenever you chuldfeht uld deeche a
disable for interests that I1 should dodododogo
stating that in your judgment the tifirefe
hashag now come I1 nowilov therefore fofor-
mally tender my resignation ortho

continued on pagepae 5151


