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DESELET NEWS.

SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 1351.

t9° We have not seen Mr. Davie’
«GrEaT HapMox1a,  or any extract there-
from, that we are aware of; excepl the ex-
tract frow the Guardian on another poge;
which possesses interest eaough for us to
give ita perusal, and we doubt not that most
of vur readers will be glad to do the same.
Although the mopus OrERANDI of death
may not be any thiug which will have an es-
sential beaning on our present or future hap-
piness, yelit may be a source of gaatitication
to seasitive minds, to be able to anticipate a
prospective view of the changes they are a-
bout to pass through, as the spirit and body
separate.  Whether Mr. Davis be right or
wrong, in tute, in lis delineation of death, is
not our obect now to decide; that there is
some teuli in his renarks we have no doubt,
and our wiotio 1s with the poet:—

«eize upon truth wherever found,

«On Christian or cn heathen ground;

¢ Anongst our friends, amongst our foes,

“The plant's divine where'er it grows.”
And we would say to the saints, read the
foregong as you would the aps eryphal or
any uther wrilings, which you do not know
to he unaixed truth; with your souls so filled
with the Holy Guost, and the spirit of reve-
lition, thit you w:ll know .as you read, and
be able to separate between truth and false-
hood;—stere the goud, and cast the bad a-
way;—and it you read any writings of a
doubtinl eaaracter on any other principle
you are liable to receive wrong L pressions
instead of mght, or a mixlure of the two,
wliich you have not the power to analyze and
geparale.

Fro.n the expression, “THE BODY ARD
THY. $OUL, LIKE TWO FRIEXDS, STRONGLY
RESISECKD THE VARIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES
WHICH RENDERED THEIK FTERNAL SEPARA-
TION IMPERATIVE AND ApsoruTy;’ it would
geem that Mr. Davis was in this dilemma,

and that he did not possess the keys of

knowledge to discern this truth, that the
body is a part of the soul; und that the spirit
and body constitute the soul of man; else,
why should he represent the body and soul
as two, while the body isa parl and portion
of the sonl?> And again: if Mr. Davis pos-
scases the kevs of knowledge, why does he
represent the separation of the *‘sovL axp
BODY AS ETERNAL, IMPERATIVE, AND ABSO"
rurk,” when the same spirit and body are
to be united again in the resarrection? Has
Mr. Davis, while in this “sveeRIOR cONDI.
Tio8,”" aequired a knowledge of the long-
sougit-far proposition, that death to the bedy
13 an eternal sleep? If 8o, the faith of Abra-

hamn, Enoch, Noah, and all the rightecus is
in vain; for in the end the bad will be en a
level with the good, and brutes be as well off
as the best of thein, and demcns as well off
as the brutes.

We repeat, we have not read Mr. Davis’
writingsat length, or his “philosophic physi-
ology," but we do not sce how we can nis-
take his meaning cn this point, for he says in
another place, “the spirit was ETERNALLY
DISSOLYING ils copartnership with the mate-
rial orginism,” and gives this as the reason
or cause of the physical manifestations in the
act of dying; that is, those “thyilling and
painful sensations,” which are usually or fre-
quently manifest to the “material senses. ' —
If the body were as sensible as the spint, that
their separation wouid be Lat for a moment,
as it were; and that they then would be uni-
ted in a more perfect and exalted union, ne-
ver more to separato;instead of being separa-
ted *“eternally,’” as Mr. Davis represents; or,
in other words, f the sonul were perfectly
sensible that the spirit and body would soon
re-unite in a more pertect existence, and
that the brief separation caused by death, was
necessary to produce the wore perfect union,
instead of “*eterual separaticn;”” then “the
truthfulnesss of the propusition would be re-
markably illustrated,” “wiat there is really
nothing more repulsive and painiul in the
natural process ot dying, than theve is in
passing into a quiet dreaniless slumber:™ and
this is just what we usually observe in the
death of the saints of these last days; and
which, alone, can be produced by a firm be-
lier in the principles ot eternal truth, and con-
fidence of a glorious resurrection.

1t Me. Davis has any information on mar-
riage, superior to the dogmas of ignorance,
which flood a world in darkness, he has not
scen fit to communicate il, when referring
to that subject.

So far as we understand Mr. Davis’ theory
of electric manifestations, in relation to death)
we have no objections. 'That eleclricily is
the life of the animal and vegetable world
was an original idea with us, which we pro-
claimed exiensively in public lectures before

. Davis’ day; consequently, it is easy for
us to believe that where the clectric fluid is
disturbed in its equilibrinm, or, by any means
is diverted from its natural course of opera-
tion, disease f{ollows; and that diversion con-
tinucd, death, to the body of the animal or
plant, ensues, and putrefaction and decom-
position end that part of the scenery.

A plant, surcharged with electric fluid, but
not too highly, grows more rapidly than in
the mediam state; but if too highly charged,
death and decomposition are the result, as in
the case of the lightning attacking the cak;
and a want of the finid will produce similar
results. The same with regard to animals;

hence, many wonderful cures have been
wrought by the fluid from the electric ma“
chine, galvanic battery, electric circle, &c.,
all essentially the same in principle; while

too much, imparted for experiment, or dis-

charges from the clouds, or from the earth to
the clouds, and passing theough the animal,
has left the body thereof inert, and it only
for decomposition; or, is dead.

Death is only a negative term, signifying
life in the lesser degree, or the absence of a
more active state of existence; for all crea-
tion is alive, even the earth itself] and the
minerals and wmetals, and every other thing
connected with it; even a body said to be
dead and putrid, is alive, or has life associa-
ted with it, otherwise it would not alter, or
change, or putrefy, or decoinpose; for where
there is no life, there ean be no action. ]

Intelligence is received and communicated
through the medium of coniparison. A per-
son, who knows the size of a pound weight,
would have a very indistinet idea of the val-
ue of a piece of gold the size of an ounce
weight, if he did not understand that an cunce
was one sixteenth part of a pound; but by
knowing one, and comparing the other, he
ascertains the true value, orsize. o the a-
mount of life in difftrent bodies must be
learned by comparison. Many things ap-
pear quite inert, but when brought in con-
tact with other substances, manifest high
life. A bottle of acid appenrs dead, but
when brought in eontact with mineral, life is
manifest to the life; but not any more so,
thana bottle of pure water, (supposed to be
doubly dead and destitute of action) when
broucht in eoutrct with fire: action follows:
either the fire is extinguished, or else it rare-
fies, ignites, and consumes the water in its
gascons slate.  In either case the action is
intense, hence, there must be life, other-
wise there could be no action. The water
and the acid are alive, and when removed
feom their proper sphere, or hrought in con-
tact with substances nncongenial to their na-
tures, endanger life, and produce what is
called death and destruction to every thing
within their reach the same as electricity,
when turned from its natural course, or com-
municated in too large quantities.

Mr. Davis remarks: “I perceived that a
small portion of this vital electrical element
returned to the deserted body, and that that’
portion instantly diffused itself through the
entire structure,” (and to this we have ne
objection,) *and thus prevenied immediate
decomposition;”’ but, as there is noaction
without life, and no decomposition without
action, we would have been much gratified if
Mr. Davis had told as, in this place, how, or
by what agent, the decomposition was car-
ried on, afier the “small portion of vital clee-
trical elemeont'’ had dyne preventing immeds-




