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avieave heard usVs either before or since

the people commenced gathering and
by the time I1 began talking there were
boutabout fifty which number kept on in-
creasing as long as we stayedcL I1 went
home thinking that I1 would prefer
preachpreaching in chociey to any other place
on the earth since then I1 havechave always
looked forward with pleaspleasure to an out
door meeting and can truthfully say
if my choice wereere given to preach in or
outut of doors I1 would say thehe latter
when the weather is pleasant of
course at home I1 would prefer to be in
the house but I1 am satisfied it would
not frighten me any worse now to go
through the operation of walking out
under the electric light pole near the
tabernacle block corner and commenc-
ing to sing for the purpose of gathering
a crowd around to preach to than it did
those first two occasions I1 have de
scribedascribedbed I1 am thankfulthank lul that my fear has
been taken away and mention this to
show that there was no need of it in the
first place and is not now lorfor any one
of you who contemplate coming over
herebete except perhaps to teach us humil-
ity A mission is preeminentlyeminentlypre fitted
in all its phases to make a ananman depend
on the lord and he does not require a
long time to tindfind it out it sounsoundedcled a
little hard when I1 heard before coming
here about the insults offered but
it is a very easy matter to take them
with a smile and rejoice in them if a
person lives as he should

the methods that are employed in
now are different from

what ahey were twenty or thirty years
ago then there were a great many
saints in many branches where there is
now not one of our people the
elders travel from one place to another
stopping and meeting with the saints
one or two times and perhaps holding
an out door meeting then going to
another place and doing the same com-
pleting their circuit once a month or
thereaboutthere about at least that is the way I1
have been informed they did

now they are started two or three in
A place usually twoiwo taking lodgings
and systematicallysystematicdlly visiting every house
and offering a tract most of the people
will take one and perhaps two but they
dont care for any more they say our
doctrines are all right but just as soon
as you mention the necessity of com-
plying with the gospel requirements
they think there is no need of that any
further than expressing a belief in the
atonement of jesus christ we can
not get them to see that a true belief
will manifest itself in obedience A
great many seem not

1
to know us by the

name of latter day saints and say they
think we are all right but as soon as
the word mormon is mentioned it is
all over with them and us

only last saturday another young
elder and I1 were at a place talking with
two ladies who said something about
mormonscormonsMor mons and one of them remarked
that there was no more mormonism
we told her that was what we had come
here to preachdreach and she said it could not
be for theafie government had put an end
to that religion which was nothing but
idolatry according to her idea of it
we began to ask her a few questions
and almost insulted her by inquiring if
she believed in the Bbibleible of course
she did I1 read the whole of I1 corin
thins xii to her and a part of ephesians
ix and mark xvi she confessed that
she believe all that was there
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udand no number of witnesses could con-
vince her that apostles endowed with
the same powers and authority as thoseabse
anciently were upon the earth she
would have to see a lame person healed
a blind person restored to sight a
dumb one to speech or something
equally wonderful before she would be-
lieve it was possible in our day I1
baskedasked her it she would be a mormon if
she saw one of the wonders performed
by one of our elders and she said no
she could not I1 then asked her itif she
would have been a christian in the days
of christ if she had seen allail the won-
derful manifestations mentioned in the
new testament and it the christians
were looked on with as much disfavor
as the mormonscormons now are she thought
a minute and then confessed her fear
that she aou d not we promised her
that by yielding obedience to the orin
caples of the gospel she should see all
the signs that won d be good fordorheralberher
but remarked that the greatest miracle
connected with it would be her conver-
sion and the removal of her prejudice
which she admitted she said all ol01

our people she had seen were very good
and we must be sincere to come out
here without any remuneration that
is a sample of nearly every talk we get
it is so strange that these things should
be in our church and not in any of the
fashionable ones of the day

the prejudice is a part of the nature
of many people and they can not think
we are representatives of that awful
mormonism I1 had no idea what a bad
people I1 had been raised among until I1
got away from them and the farther
away I1 get the worse people are if
rumor is true it is time you com-
menced a reformation it must be tiesnes
essary for you and not the missionaries
because everybody admits that they are
not the kind of people tolotodo such things
as we are accused of it is some one
who has never been on a mission the
only way out of the difficulty is for each
one of you to come out here and show
the people yourself they say I1 dont
look like a bad chap this is not meant
for boasting but I1 cant possibly get
them to think we are ordinary speci-
mens of Mor monsor that you are all as
good as we and many of you better

my labor at preston was very pleasant
with the exception of having to cook
for ourselves any of you who have
ever tried that will agree with me that it
is not a desirable way to live but we
manage to get along without any great
mishaps when it was my turn the
water in the tea kettle seemed to be
come alive and wished to jump out
upon the floor the milk was especially
bad for that and the lady that came
once a week to clean up the house was
especially glad to have me move away
from there the saints what few there
are left are very kind to the elders but
there being so few of them makes it so
that they cant do as much as they would
like to doao four months bachiniba ching it
with me was enough for the president
of the conference and for fear that his
digestive apparatus would not survive
a very long siege of my cooking he sent
me here and got a good sheepherder
who knew a little of the science of do-
mestic economy to come in my place

I1 had been here only one day and got
acquainted with the lady where the
elders in liverpool have been stopping
when they sent for me to come into the
millennial star office the young man

who has been writing since july 1893
was troubled with his lungs and presi-
dent und telegraphed from scandina-
via for him to go home since coming
here my teaching has ceased and it has
been too cold to go out doors for meet-
ings they will commecommenceace next spring
again

the mission generally so far as I1 have
been able to learn is progressing nicely
the baptisms are not so frequent as in
early times but a great many pepeopleople are
given the opportunity of hearing the
gospel who never have before and all
who desire can investigate for them
kevles and be left without an excuse if
they reject it there are in the neigh-
borhood of a million tracts given out
yearly in the british mission that
gives many million people the chance of
reading them if they wish to the dif-
ferent conference reports show that
these combined with the labors of the
elders in conversing preaching etc
are the means of bringing about three
hundred into the church annually
taking out those who apostatize it makes
an average of about two to each elder
yearly ofie of the brethren said it
costs much less to raiseraise them at home
than it does to convert them out here
and they are in many cases otof a better
quality as they have biot so much to
unlearn however if a person doese
not baptize a soul the experience iis
worth more than the time and cost it
has been nothing but pleasure to me
thus far every move made has seemed
to be for my especial good and I1 have
several times wondered where the un-
pleasantness of a mission comes in 1I
think though that a person must ex-
perienceperience it to know it entirely we are
all more or less doubtful about it and
wish to delay the time to the future but
my advice to any one who is called by
the proper authority is to go at the time
asked there may be possible cases
where men can not get away but they
are veryverv few when the midd is made up
the lord knows our circumstances and
can see what will happen if we obey
him he very seldom makes require-
ments that men can not fulfilfulfill and those
few are given as a test of laithbaith requir-
ing an exertion on our part at least
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geneva august 1863 by letter from
P A rotterdam holland
I1 learn hebe hasbas settled the Vanderw
difficulty to the best of his ability also
that he had baptisedbaptizedsed timothy mets
says at his last meeting he presented the
church authorities with myself as presi-
dent of this mission and all were unani-
mously sustained the millennialMil lenial star
contains as followslollows elders W W
riter and W P are appointed
to labor in the swiss and italian mission
under thehe direction of president lohn L
smith

on the xyth by note from brother
riter I1 learn that he will leave paris
with brother in the morning
lorfor geneva and requesting me to meet
them at the station which I1 did on the
irth I1 wrote president george Q
cannon liverpool oiof the arrival odtheoaf the
brethren in the evening brother P A

arrived from holland having
visited the saints at stuttgartgart land
schlacht and zurich brother
health is rather poor brother
is in good health they are both corncom


