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In 1851 Fanny Pern found herself a

widow, with two little girls clinging to
her for support, as well as care. In 1S51

, it must .have been harder for a woman
to suddenly find herself confronting the

: world, with only her brain and. handn
. and loving heart between her and want.
v Tfc is annallinsr enouch now for any
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woman accustomed to life-lon- g ; depen
dence to suddenly una an me respon- -
sibitities of bread-winni- ng and house-hol-d

eupport devolving on her own nn
aided labor, althongb. manifold oppor-
tunities for that labor were undream
ed of twenty years ago. At that time
the best educated of American i women
were educated for nothing in particular

. unless to be school teachers, whlch of
. course, created at least a dozen teachers

for every school. But death and misfor-
tune have ever been remorselessly Sin- -
different to the fancies of the fastidious

- or the prejudices of society. In the ab
stract, lovely Is the theory that a worn- -
an should always be protected, always
cared for. Uut ail tne same as ir they'' were never uttered. "Every .day. Death
strikes down the protector or fatal con-- ;
dltlons put him forever beyond reach.
Then in me race ot tne nnest theory.
woe to the woman-standing- alone who
cannot honorably .taae care or herself.

Fanny lern, as a schoolgirl in uath
crJne Beecner's seminary in Hartford.

; tore the leaves out of her "Euclid" to
curl her hair with. Hartford still holds
traditions of her girlish escapades, tricks
and manners; but has preserved no re
cord or her scnoiarsmp. un neriway,
she nrobabiv was about the same sort ol
scholar in the Hartford seminary that
Henry Ward Beecher was lq Amherst
College learning as little aa possible
from books, butevery thing from Mature,
from human beings, from her own acute

deeD. nassionato heart. jfWhat It was
fbr'such a one to find herself suddenly
csutt forth from a home of ease, a life of
Jove .and happiness widowed, and- - poor
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no one may leu due sne wno naa sat
down amid the ashes of all earthly joy.

; Well, she did not want to go into a
shop. She could not teach school and
live by it; but she could write an' essay
that was yet a sketch- - dancing, dash-
ing, satirical, witty, human, pathetic
a sketch Which in that day at least was

' a need In journalism;
' a sketch for

which she alone in temperament and
V power had received the patent; a sketch

which nobody else on earth could write
. but Fanny Fern, She wrote it. With' ? poverty crouching on the hearth, with

; her little girls tugging at her skirts,
with her fiery blood rushing through- her veins, all freighted with love of love

- and hate of hate, she wrote It. Then7
. she put it into a-lit-tle satchel and sallied

. forth to sell it.' There was a relief in
writing it. What a delicious little first
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vent it must nave been for the sooa-tld-e
of wrath and love that came rushing af-
ter. But to go out to seek somebody else
to find it precious precious enough to
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Dealers In the settlements and mining tofrns

to their Interest to call and enquire
1 before purchasing.

pay money for it; to set a price on it;
that heart throb, to ask a price for lt--r

. that must have been awful. A man
going from office to office to sell a poem
or a leader must be a sorry sight. A
woman compelled to peddle .by voice
and eye such a ' ware must be a
Badder sight. She endured many a
supercilious glance, more':., than
one rebuff, of course, on her weary

t round. A woman trying to sell her own
' composition from a bag no doubt ap-- ;.

"peared childish to these men. of affairs.
- The curly head, the little satchel, the

little sketch did not look the' least like
business. Beholding the three, what

; prophet of them all could foresee that
; the dainty reticule 1with ' its contents

, stood for one hundred and thirty-tw-o

copies of a single book? ' She found an
astute purchaser at last lie liked the

. sketch, took it, and paid her for it
CEINTS. - .FIFTY - ; !

, Its fresh feariessnes hit the "general
reader;" its veining pathos ; touched ten
thousand hearts. Fanny Fern had hit
the right nail on the head: it aa a

'

golden one, . She struck again, and yet
again, : for twenty years for sixteen
years never missing a single week. She
was fortunate in her publisher. ; Saga- -

: clous and practical, eh selected one not
for his own fame, who would consider
it quite sufficient to stamp his name on
its title-pag- e and leave her book to take

. its chances; but one whose reputation
, ' would in a degree depend upon her own.
: Already her 'Ferh Leaves'1! 'were scat-f- -
' " tered through the length; of the land.

People shrugged their shoulders, but all
the more they read and boueht. Critics

ad all oUaar grain In proportion at ' v
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An endenoe thatZU is: fast wlnalnc' snpreme raror tn the honaeboid.

Leaves" seventy thousand . copies ; were
sold in America. "Little Ferns for
Fanny's Little Friends" sold sixty-tw- o

thousand in the United States, while
- forty-eig- ht thousand copies were sold in

En gland alone. -

Broadway has given me two pictures
of, this woman, which I shall always
tenderly keep. One is of the winter, of
1859-6- 0. Each bright day one could see
from afar that haughty head, with its

-- wealth of golden curls, and that peer- -
less step, whleh had in it a fine disdain,that I never saw equaled In woman.
Always quietly and elegantly dressed,
she was striking by force of her verv
presence. With strongly marked fea
tures, a nooie ngnre, and eiaatlo step,wmcn yet carried wumi tne proud dig-s- "

nlty of a queen, she could not fail to at--
' tract a second glance even from an un--

tnlnKing stranger. on either side
walked fair young daughterj i One.

. much taller than her mother was es-
pecially noticeable for her wide blue
eyes and.long,fair curls Within two or

- three years she married, and died i leav- -
:

ing as her dying gift to the mother,whose
heart was broken,, a, little child of her

. own,--- - '
- -' : r 'o ; i

. In time Broadway gave another! char-
acteristic picture of Fanny. Fern.. In
the bright autumn afternoon she walked
Broadway with the young daughter left
and the baby. Thus I saw it one day in
its nurse's arms. . The crowd wedged ns

" all pat in a corner. Fanny Fern was' talking with baby. Oblivious of all the
. world, she saw her kingdom in its eyes.

Such a transfigured face.such baby talk!
The direst Calvinist could sotfdespair of
the "final salvation" of a woman who
could look and talk like that to a baby.It was of this child that she wrote pri-
vately: "Our little I5Ue baa uer. been
left with a servant; , and, although to
carry out such a plan has involved a

, sacrifice T much literary ; work or Its
'unsatisfactory incompleteners, I am not
and never shall be sorry. She Is my po--
em.", .

As a writer she never reached her
own highest mark, never wrote up to
the highest level' of her 4

powers. A
pasaioxk for truth,' a hatred r of shams,
contempt for f pretence, slashed i with
satire, sarcasm, . humor, and wtt all
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WS extend a oordlal

; eiectrinea by an anounaing vitality ana
an exuberant love of mischief and fun,- marked every utterance Which she com--y

mitted to print. Yet scarcely less was
everything that she wrote veined with a
deep loving pity for linmaii nature, a
delight In the natural world, of which
she was a happy interpreter. One could
not read the slightest sketch, from 'her

, , hand without being conscious that it
came from a strong and honest heart,

; and from a head of unexhausted power.' Yet the 'conditions cpon which she
wrote rnade. it imrosaible that she
should be contln- -'- - - concentrate, elaborate,
tinuously an artist,: although, "even as
she wrote, in one form of utterance she

, was ever unapproached! Itweajisrlot.... as it is the lot of, so many brave; brlsnt
men and women of this emersion, to

11 TDDlffiO SGUCQfEGi

....:.erre her day, to meet the czicmZz of
we nour, to say tne.wom Uix i rr-- 1'

: i demanded should be said, without! refer


