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THE BEARDLESS DRUMMER BOY
1

I1

in the year 1812 in the ninth regiment of
the line which formed part of the grand armarmyy
that napoleon lost in russia there was a lit-
tle drummer boy named of course
that was not the name his godfathersgodfathers and
godmothers had given himhirn in his baptism but
it was the one by which he vasvaawas known
throughout the regiment the soldiers and
especially the grownupgrown up drummer and above
all the terrible drum major were in the habit
of teasing little as boy had never
been teased before the drum major used
often to beat him across the shoulders with
the heavy cane which these military beadles
araan in the habit of swinging and twisting at
the heidhead of the regiment at first little

used to cry but then his comrades only
laughedlaughedatat him and the terrible drum major
beat hghittnewe more yet little bi never
did anany that was wrong not in one
sense thatthit is to say for in another he never
did anythingany thing right he was neither lazy nor
untidy nor reedygreedy nor mean nor revengeful
though he iidsiddid certavertacertainly owe a grudge to the
drumdram major which he waswas resolveresolvedct one day
orof other to pay but he always had hishia drum
slung togtop much on one side 0orr got out of step
marching or stood in the wrong place when
the company was drawn up in a line or com-
mitted some mistake which was natural
enough on the part of a boy who had left his
top and his marbles to join the greatest gen-
eral of the age but which was looked upon by
the drum major and other rigid disciplinarians
as quite unpardonable

the ninth of the line with at its
head the drummer always march in front
was on the banks of the dwina and on the
high road to moscow when the general com-
manding the brigade of which this regiment
formed a part was ordered by the emperor
to occupy a position on the other sidebidesidebide of an
enormous ravine

the ravine was defended by a battery of
six guns these guns were of a large callbcalibcalibertr
and were well served by the russians

cifareare those anything like the pop guns you
used to play with at school younyoung Bibloquettal
asked the magnificent but slightly brutal61
drum major as he twisted his long moustache
betgebetweenen hisbig finger and thumb

the little drummer bit hisbis iilipss for he ffeltfeitelteit
thattiethatthab the tall oppressor doubted his courage
but he did not utter a word

do you the ground shakes con-
tinued the giantglant ah its lucky your headbead is
not so high as mine and its luckier still that
the cossacks have a very excellent habit of
firing into the air

buetheBut the cossacks lowered the muzzles of
their pieces and then the drum major and his
little pupileupil sawwhole files of soldiers knocked
downgilwillilikeilkee skittles with this difference that
it would be impossible ever to make them
stand up again i

an aid de camp now galloped up to thethie
colonel of the ninth who was in front of the
regiment close to where and thewe
drum majormaior were standing

IlTataletheTakethe battery with two hundred men ll11

werevere the concise orders J

yes its easy enough to savsaysaybay c take the batbatii

tery with two hundred menymenimen muttered an old
sergeant but I1 should like to see twenty of
them get there

the emperor is waiting 12 added the aldbid
decampde camp I1 observing that the soldiers were not
overpleased with tthehe work they had before
them

the captain of Bilbo ys company wagwaa to
lead the assault with two hundred volUgeurs

if the emperor Is looking at us we must
be quickhicl I1 said the old sergeant as he fixed
hisTahis bayonet to his fire lock

theThe captain noticed considerable hesitation
ininthethe ranks twice he had ordered the drum
major to take a couple of drummers go to the
front andreatand beat the charge the drum major
was evidently in no hurry he was leaning
on his long cane and shook his head from side
to side as he examined the drummers without
the slightest appearance of enthusiasm

in thetile meanwhile sat astrastrideideonon
his little drum whistling a martial airee
tween hisbis teeth and beating a tattoo with his
rineinfingersers on the parchment

Aat length the captain lowered his brow
and in a voice of thunder roared out the order
for the third time the gigantic drum major
neverthaneverneverthelesselass seemed inclined to spend a few

more in the selection of his drum-
mersmars whenhen suddenly young sprang
upu fastenedd his drum to his side seizedselled his
drum sticks convulsively and passing close to
his tyrantfirant looked at him fromfroin head to foot
and exclaimed with an air of triumphimph

now chos afraid of the pop gunsguris
thetife artimoartim major was about to strike him

but was at the head of the two
companies beat irig the chargeharbar e in furious

The soldiers advanceadvanced after him to-
wards ththe terrible battery

ane commander of the fort hadhaq seen the
aidaldaideealadeI1 decampde

7camp gallop up to the ninth regiment
jandan hadhaJ banderfander stood that hisbig battery was to be
silenced by an aamassaultingtringthing column Butasbut as the
old sergeant had reremarkednoarroarked it was necessary
firstsealant0orall11 to reach it the russians deter
pinned to reserve their fire and when the
fr fiall marched over haithalt about the ground
that d themtheirl from the guns ththey
merewere received with a general dischdischargeargenbigewwhichbiC

seemedse e m edibto blow the attacking party to pieces
Still youngodria ran ahead hammering
av iYA his drum as if in mockery of the
Ru I1

an
I1 with wonderful rapidity

thi-
a
ll reloaded and again plopioplowedredted upp

thethaherr advancing geurs bil-t
bo not touching butbat on looking round
hebe sawbaw that scarcely a quarteraliarte of the two

adm anies were following I1 him liestkiestTKerest
were lying wounded on the plain Bilbo
drum sounded like twenty if hishia drum had
been the enemy he could not have attacked
it with greater violence the critical mo-
ment had now been passed it would be im-
possible for thetime russians to fire on their as-
sailantssai lants a third time for in half a minute
they would be in the battery engageengageddinainin a
hand to hand fight with the artillerymenartillerymanartillery men an-
other rush and after receiving a volley of
musketry which scarcely took effect the vol
tigeurs with still at their head
leaped into the battery and in a few seconds
had dispersed their opponentopponents and captured
the tterrible guns

z

during the attack the emperor stood on a
hillock watching the progress he shudder-
ed as each volley of arfartartilleryillery swept down his
men and when at length he saw less thanhalf
a company enter the latterybattery liebe lowered his
glass exclaiming brave fellows

the tentn thousand men of the lmimperialerierl alGuardguard
who were stationed near him beganb eIFan to clap
their hands and to shout bravo I1 olti geursleurs 31

and these were good critics they knewnew what
they were applauding

immediately afterward napolean gave some
orders to an aidald de camp who thereupon set
off at a gallop toward the battery and instant-
ly returning at the same pace

how mamany got0t in 11 inquired the emperor
forty oneon sirefire Y replied the aid de camp
forty one crosses tomorrowto morrow morning Y

said the emperor turning toward the gengener-
al

er
of0 thetie brigade to which the ninth belonged
the next day the regiment was formedformed 1inI1 n

a circle around the remains of the tvtwovo com-
panies that had been entrusted with the cap-
ture of the battery AS the name ofif each was
called out the soldier answering to it stepped
forward to the general and received the cross
of the legion of honor

the ceremony was over the forty one had
received their crosses and the men were about
to be marched back to their encampmentsencamp ments
when a voice from the ranks cried out

and I1 then am I1 to have nothing
it was the little drummer boy

who had been quite forgotten
the generale e 1 1looked round andana saw the

young heroier0 standingaand 1 g before him his face red
with excitement and two big tears starting
from his eyes

youciyou what do you want asked the gen-
eral

why general I1 one of them in-
quiredareil almost in a passionbeatteebebeatheatatthethe chargeharge in front of them allandailandallail and

I1 the first who got into the battery 22

it is true general he did exclaimed
ortyforty one voices

silence in the ranks shouted the general
henthen turning to he said

what am I1 to do my poor boy itsitis very
hardlard they have forgotten you besidabeside you are
very young he continued valtvait till you
havelave hair onn your chin and then get
thehe cross too in the meanwhile you must
tryry to console yourself with this

and with these words the general held out
a forty franc piece to the unfortunate

who looked at it for a few seconds with-
out evincing the slightest intentions of taking
it allali were silent every one was looking
at the poor little drummer boy and wonder-
ing what he would do his eyes were full of
tearsears and those who had been the first to
teaseease him now pitied him from the bottom of
theirheir hearts the whole regiment seemed in-

clined to take up hishia case and probably the
result would have been a petition to the em
eror had not the young drummer changedilsridilslis attitude

he raised his head looked the gerigeneraleral full
inin the face and said

welletwell give it to me 1 I must waitwalt for another
timeilme

and without waiting anany farther ceremony
iehe put the coin in his and went back
to the ranks humming an air

from this moment no thought of ill
treating young but he was not
very communicative to his comrades and
seemed to have some strange project in his
head about which he was constantly med-
itating it was expectexpectedeI that he woulwouldd spend
hisbis ffortyoay francs in a treat and several hints
to that essecteffect wereve re thrown out by hishia fellow
soldiers but no kept his money
and his counsel to himself

somesometimetime afterward the french army en-
tered sk hadbad assisassistedted at
the capture and thethem day after walked allal
over thethie town examining every face with re-
markable curiosity he seemed pleaspleasededwithavith
most of the physiognomies he saw for he was
perpetually smiling especially when hemethe met a
man with a longiong beardgeard andananehe met several
thousands of them in course of the day

however the beards of sk are for
the most part carrottacar this seemed not to
have yet met withveith Bilbo approbation
but he probably reflected that ifi the russians
the poles and other had red
beards that was not their faufaultI1 t and that ttheyhey
had not chosen that color themselves for the
purpose of annoying a french drummer boy
IloHoholeverveverveger that may have been he continued to
laugh whenever he met a ruannanman with red beard
until at last he found himself in the jewishjewah
quarter of the citicity where alithe
black f

did not like jews but he liked
their black beards and ihdeedaeed waswag so delight-
ed that behe resolresolvedved to have oieoleone of themthed and

111 1 1 1that without delay
rebindbehind the counter in a dirty little ehg

which wagwas one of a longiong line stood a hebrew
with a magnificent beard aaas black a ebony

what do you want in inthe man said
the jew

I1

ill1 I want your beard 3 answered Bilbo quety
in a decided tone

I1

my beard boore joking my little rnainaman
i suggested itsltd proprietor with an uneasy

of countenance
1 I want your beard I1 tell you ay repeated

as he put his hand to his saber
and more I1 mean to hayehave it but

dont think I1 want to rob you of it be added
here is a forty franc piece and you can

keep the change 21

the poor jew tried to convince
that his beard would be of no use to him that
it was not worth forty francs or forty sous
or forty centimescen times to anyoneany one that he

would do much better to invest hishig
money in horsehairhorse hair if he really wanted any-
thingthin of that kind that he the jew would
gladly undertake such a commission and so80
on

but it was all ilvainin vain was de-
terminedtermined to have his forty francfrancosls worth of
black beard some french soldiers had been
attracted to the jews shoeshop by the high words
that had passed between tthee hattei and

and having ascertained what the quar-
rel was about came to the conclusion that
the drummer boyso notion was both humorousaMand original and calledcalled upon the hebrew to
surrender his chin at discretion

fortunately for the jew one of the soldiers
who were present happened to be the barber
off the regimentreacment we say fortunately because
in the absencence of a razor there can be no
doubt whatever but that he would have been
shaven with a saber hohowevervever the beard
was taken off more orolesslesslebs according tto0 art
and given to who folded it up baretarecare-
fully in a piece of paper and stowed it away
in his pocket

when regained hisbis quarters he
fobtotgoethethe regimental tailor to sew the jews
eardbeard or Bilbo beard as it haahad now be-
came to a strip of parchment cut from an
old drum and then without giving any ex-
planation of his design put it at the very bot-
tom

ot
of his nacapsacknapsack his comcomradesradis bothered

him about Zthe matter for a few days but
then the regimentI1 started eastward aidatia after
the battle of borodinoborodineBo and the taking ogof mos-
cow such incidents as Bilbo adventures
with the jew of0 sk naturally escaped
recollection

then came the horrors of the retreat cold
cossacks and famine napoleons army
was in the worst sense that is to
saysy everyevely tenth mamanmarn was spared I1 while the
ninenine others fell victims to the cossacks
lances hunger or to the russian snow the
ninth regiment formed part of the rear guard
which fought so magnificently under the lead-
ership and auspices of ney little
was among the most fortunate for he was
neither wounded nor frostbittenfrost bitten

A few days after the terrible passage of the
Beresino the troops had to cross a small
river over which the engineers had already
thrown a bridge Bilbo brigade which
formed the extreme rear had passed over in
eafsafetyety and the great point now was to prevent
the russians following the general ordered
the sappers to blow up the bridge but the ex-
plosion was attended with only partial suc-
cess one half of the bridge was sstilltill con-
nected with the other by means of a single
beam if this beam could be cut in two the
whole structure would fall into the water
otherwise the enemy would have no difficulty
in repairing the bridge and their pursuit
would not be delayed for more than an hour
afat most solsorsomee sappers were directed to get
on a raft and endeavor to destroy the raft al-
together but the russians arrived on the op-
posite08 ite bank of the river before the order ciotcootcouldeebe obeyed and opened a murderous fire whwhichich
seemed to render its execution quite
bleible the french returned the fire and the
army was about to move on when suddenly a
soldier with a hatchet on his shoulder
plungedplunged into the river dived and came up
naifalf a minute afterward at a short distance
from the beam which it was desired to sever
by his ionglonging beard it was easy to see that this
was a sapperbapper who was so nobly sacrificing
himself tor the sake of his comrades this
brave man swam vigorously toward the im-
portant point and continued his course
through a shower of bullets whichaich caused the
water to boil all around him until at last he
reached the centre pile and climbedclimclimbingbinbiD up to it
got on to theth bridgebriege the beam was not so
I1largearg e as it appeared from the shorebhoreshorlandand it was
aalreadyreidyI1 half divided with one blow the
soldier cuts it in two when the bridge and
himself with it fell into the water with a tre-
mendous crash

theile russians in their astonishment ceased
firing for a moment but the frenchman soon
rose to tho surface and was then again salu-
ted with a storm of shot now a hundred
poles were extended to the daring sapper and
the general himself was among the most en-
thusiasticthusia applaudersapplauders of his gallant exploit

suddenly the general gave a start
what is thatthai he exclaimed

ilehe might well be astonished t forthefor the supposed
sapper mhd hadbad destroyed the bridge was no
other than young the drummer
with hlahia celebrated blackbeardblack beard tied under his
chin

its onlytonly me said the drum
mer boy that you said that yow give flietiiethe
cross to when he had hair on his chin ivevie
beard now general and a capitol one too
I1 gave your forty francs for it and I1 thinkthinkiethinkItit
ought to be good 22

the general was fairly stupefied by the
youngsters courage and scarcely less boisoiBO by
nisuis originality and humor ilelle took
by the hanban 1 and without a moments delay
tiavedve him the cross aebe had beenheen wearingi ii i on

1l vus breast

I1 fromrr that moment even the veterans of thatha
regiment treated withwity iteyaerespect ahaand
the drum major never struck hinihim any peremere
with his longiongionlon cane

PROPOSED NEW REPUBLIC
I1 since the right of secession is claimed by
the south and conceded by the dominant
party in the north it improperis proper to look at re-
sults if south carolina can secede for any
pretended cause herself of course sole judge
in the case then maine can secede so can
ohio michigan minnesota or oregon if
one state can secede so can another and agas
a logical consequence each state can coalesce
with other states and form republics of onione
two or twenty out of the original fragments
of this union

now if this is to be the prevailing doctrine
we would propose the following list of con
fede

REPUBLIC NO 1

A bouthernsouthern republic with allill the slavislave
states bavesave delaware and missouri the lat-
ter

at
in fact and reelingf being a western state

anand ivillwill boonsoonsoon be as free aass ohio mthwith new
mexico and the indian territory

the staple productions of this republic
would be cotton tobacco sugar
and nibiggersnig00gersers

REPUBLIC KONO 2

A western republicc including the sesevenvil
northwesternnorth western states missouri kansas aridand
nebraska i s

the productions of this republic would be
wheat corn beef pork potatoes andind popularZ
sovereignty

REPUBLIC NOxoa 3

the central republic including new york
pennsylvania new jersey and delaware
the latter namenamed state has elecelectedtedaa lincoln i
ite to congress0 and has not biggers enouchs
todayto day to run a respectable hotel

the productions of the central republic
would be a great variety of cereals ciderciders
panic makersmaker and politicians

REPUBLIC NO 4 4
the puritan republic including theI1 six xenew

enengland11 land states
proproductionsductionslons prayers priests and pumppumpkinkh

pies
REPUBLIC NOnoa

thethel pacific republiclicilc including california yforegon and washington territory with ththuthe6eventfulevent fui addition of sonora and utah
staples gold grizzly bears and babies
here are republics enough to suit secededersiderst

and when any of the states are dissatisfied r
with their new unions all they will have to-
do will be to raise the flag of disunion andana
march to a more congenial section a la mexi-
cans from the cleveland Plaindealer

how THE LONDON TIMES is PRINTED AA
correspondent of the philadelphia ledger hav-
ingin t visited the office and press room of the

great Thundererperk communicates the follow
ing interesting facts which came under his ob

they use nine tons of paper a
day enough to reach to dover eighty miles
the water to wet the paper is i alsed by an
engine and going through a perforated cinqzinc

afcylinderi der falls on an endless blanket and wets
twentyn fourour sheets ataat a time thetheyy use awen
ty sevensven kegs or two ttonsons of ink I1inn a week
moulds fortor electrotyping are made of paperpayer
machie from which lead I1impressionslnpres are talctailtakenen
and ready for use in halfhalt an hour canpan take
six plates from a mould the manner of doing
it without burning the mould is a secret save
six hours by electrotyping Hhaveave an ellelieightht
cylinder applegate presspless ththatat takesfakes twelvetwelve
thousand five hundred impressionimpressions and a hoeshoea
ten cylinder that turns out sixteen thousandamraOA
four hundred an hour working six men thathe
latter moving horizontally is not near so comcorn

agthe former which works vertically
they prefer ApplegateApplegatesls as it does its workworic 1

more neatly employ men and issue
have a mannan whowho counts in aaminmin-

ute and they are all delldelideliveredered five minutes
after the stoppage of the press one dealer
takes copies in twenty four carts
two twelve horse power engines are used
forty years ago only took 1200 per hour and
first yearly volume 1891 is but quarter tiltha
size of the quarterlies of late years

ANax incontrovertible anoiaan oliholit
ironside baptist preacher in the eastern part i
of the state of north carolina was on oneones
occasion in a sermon defending the favorite
notion of hisbig sect that nodo education is ne C es
saryeary for a minister of the gospel and made
use of this most unanswerable argumtum ad
horni now my brethren ahenwhen daddid yonyou
ever read or hearbear that the disciples were adfadi
bated men noso such thing they wereberei eseryevery
one ignorant fishermen relikeilke yourselves but
then some telltellyouyou that paul was a learneillearned
man noxio such thing for he tells us himself
that he was brought up at the foot of gam
memelmei hill brought up mark ye not
now paul waswab the ciefchief of the apostlesApost iealea and
if he was brought up only at the foot of gam
melmei hillbill be must have hadbad no dedicationediedlcationcatlon
why because my brethren ilI1 knownow and
you0u knoww where gam mcelhill is and you allailickowknow iathathat on the top of gam meimel hillbill therothere
is only an old tumble down loo cabin of a
schoolhouseschool libuse no college mark ye now it
stands to reason if paul himself was brought

at the foot of gamgain melmei hillbill notpot evilleven
in the old schoolhouseschool housebouse at the top helae must
have had no dedicationediedlcationcatlon therefore dedicationedication i
pot necessary for a minister of the gospel 1


