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I1 ithavnalvn been called upon but a
few minutes ago to address the
congregation who are herehero assem-
bled which I1 desire to do through
your united faith and prayers in
my behalf without the assistance
of the spirit of the lord it is im-
possible doranyforlor any person in a religi-
ous capacity to edify and instruct
hisills fellow beings but if we have
the spirit of the lord however
imperfect our abilities may be
we are sure to edify and enlighten
thetile people and the person also
who speaks will be ediedledifiednnedfled for it
is written in the book of doctrine
and covenants he that speaketh
as well as those who hearilear will be
mutually y edified together if the
spirit of the lord is poured out
from on high upon us it is said
in another revelation that the
spirit of the lord is given by the
prayerplayer of faith 11 faith is required
oilon the part of the people to obtain
all blesslugs of a spiritual nature
and in order to have faithraith it is im-
portant that we should do the will
of god otherwise our faithfalth willtill be
very weak indeed he that boeth
liisills mnmasters will and liashns within
him the desire to work righteous-
ness can approach the lord in
faith butbutetif we do not keep illshis
commandments and have not this
desire and do not do his will our
faithfalth exceedingly small
indeed

it is in my estimation very sim-
ilar to what we see transpire here
on the earth between parents and
children when children become
rebellious and dodb not perform the
will of their parents it is with a
very small degree of confidence
that they come before their parents
and seek for any kind of favor or
blessinblessing they come trembling
doubting they know that their
conduct has been such as to prevent
them from receiving favors which
they especially desire sometimes
perliperilapsps thetile father will grant the
petitionetleditionetition of a rebellious son whentohe has sufficient confidence to ofneroffer
up a petition to illshis parent but if
that rebellious son has so far stray-
ed from the parent that he has no
confideconfidencenegneb to approach him and
does not offer up any petition to
thetho parent it is very doubtful
about the parents taking into con-
sideration ills wants in some restes
peets and bestowing thetiie favors
which liehe really desires so it is
between us and our heavenly
father

sometimes people through their
ttransgressionsran agress ionslons through their diso-
bediencebedience through their rebellion to
the principles that god has reveal-
ed may have lost their faith to that
degree that they will not go before
their Ffathereatherath erwillwiliwill not pretend to ask
him forforaa favor thinking thathat their
transgressions arearo too great and
that the lord will not favor them
in this condition it is doubtful in-
deed if the lord takes into consid-
eration their peculiar wants aaudandud
the especial blessings which they
would be glad to receive

how many aroare the command-
ments and instructions which god
habhas given to this people behavewe have
been blest in this generation with
an abundance of the manifesta-
tions of the spiritual blessings of
thothe kingdom perhapsPerliperilaps there never
wwasas a people sincesl neonce the world began
that have had as much information
in so short a period of time from
their organization as what the
church of the latter day saints
have had when we take into con-
sideration this oilonec book thethetho book of
mormon which god has in mercy
brought forth add the informa-
tion that is contained therein and
combine this information with the
jewishjowish record of the old and newnow
testament and then in connection
withIrith these two books tho revela-
tions that are contained in the
book of doctrine and covenants all
the information thatthatisisanisauandd that has
been given from time to time in that
lookbook then in addition to these

books all the revelations that
god liashas delivered to us by tho
mouthmouthssotof his servants from timo
to time donao of which have been
published others havohave not been
published butaraautura still consiconsidersderdeyby this peoplepeppie as sacred as thothe
things that are published I1 say
when wowe take intoinfo considerationconsidbration
this floodhood of light and intelligence
havhat hahhas Iinitot uj

in the period of about forty yearsyem
we may say that we have been blest
so0 far as light and information are
concerned far beyond any otheroilier
people with which we are acquaint-
ed it is true we have not tilethe full
history of all the various dispensa
eions and all the manifestations of
the mercy and goodness and power
of god among those different peo-
plesplesantand nations in ages past we
could not say of a certainty how
much information god may have
imparted in those dispensations
we read IIIin some revelations what
god liashas given about the organiza-
tion of ancient zion in the sev-
enth generation from thothe creation
from thetile days of adam wewo read
about the preaching of enoch
how dewenthe went forth and prophesied
to the nations how he built up
the chutchuichuichchurchch among the various na-
tions

t

how they built up zion
in the lilihistorystory of this ancient zion
we find that buoch continued his
preaching in righteousness three
hundred and sixty five years before
zion was prepared for a translation
how much was revealed durinduringk
that time we do notno know no doubt
much was given but I1 doubt
whether there was one hundredthhun dreth
part of thetilo information communi-
cated during the first forty years
of the existence of ancient zionklon
which has been communicated tousus
as a people in our day

sometimes we find it to bobe the
case that god hanifmanifestsests liisills good-
ness and mercy to a people not in
the way of revelation but in the
way of power without much infor-
mation wowe nindfind this to be the
case among ancient israel they
had been slaves in egypt for a long
period they had been taught from
their childhood uptip to work mortar
and make brick and toiltoll and labor
for the egyptians their

during this period ofor time
they had not the opportunity of
learning much there must be a
little leisure granted that the mind
may be taught inspruinstructedeted and edu-
cated but it seems that beirweir
whole education for two or three
generations or for a ionioplongiong time after
they were brought alitolittointoluto bondage
was given to them by their task
masters how to form bricks or
adobiesbics or whatever it might be
hard labor I1 f they had a little lei-
sure instead of using it in treas-
uring up the knowledge of lodgodgod
they needed it to recuperate theirear
physical systems that they might
restjest from their labors and gogain
and ddrudgenudge on the morrow

this seems to have been the con-
dition of israel in the land of go-
shen in egypt consequently
when moses went down to egypt
liehe found allan ignorant people it is
true they kept up tilethe form ortheof the
priesthood among them before
the priesthood of aaron was con-
fined to that partparticularI1 cular tribe we
have an account of this priesthood
being in existence after they
were led through the redbed sea be-
fore the lord set apart aaron and
his sons before helie confined the
priesthood to levi when tho chil-
dren of israel came and camped
before mount sinai wewo recollect
that there was a0 strict lawjaw given
tile lord told them that he was
about to descend on mount sinai
and he charged the people that
they should not break over certain
bounds lest they should perish 1 for
if any person or beast should totouchuch
the mount they should be stoned
to death thetle people being igno-
rant and not fully acquainted with
the strict ri ss of the commandments
of the mostmoat high a curiosity was
excited and some of the congrega
tion when moses went up to mount
sinsinaisinal1 I wanted to draw near and
the lord sent moses down to charge
the people again a second time
and the priests were commanded
that they should not break through
lest they should perish what
priesthood not a priesthood that
was confined to leviorlevi or to the de-
scendantsants of aaron or to aaron
himself but it was a priesthood
that existed among israel that
same priesthood that is mentioned
in one of the revelations in the
bookoffbook of doctrine and covenants
whereinwhere in speakingakingahing of the two priest
hoods it says that they continue
together in the church of god in
all generations when god has a
people upon the face of tilethe earth
notnob confined to any special lineage
so far as tbthee priesthood is concernedgo down and chargocharge thothe pruPRIESTS
that they do not break through
this organization may have exist-
ed through all the period of the
slavery off the children of israel
for several generations although
wowe cannot suppose that they had
been fullytully instructed they had
lib 1 0reiorecoo dads ae99 wovo havehame

they had not a largolarge collection of
books in thetho form of jew-
ish bibles to which to refer for in-
formation they had not a large
collection of books similar to the
book of mormon for printing was
not then known if any ofor their
scribes found a little leisure Vto write
otonn some of the revelations it
would be only a stray copy or two
ththatatwouldwould bo in thetiie hands of the
children of israel we can there-
fore see the dille rence between
them andarid tilothe latter day saints
they were permitted to cenjoyJ

IIIillin a
special mannermauner the power of the
almighty in their midst this
shows that inill some of thetile dealings
of god liehe manifests hisliis power if
lie does not manifest illshis revelations

there is a great deal of dnndandanordangeror
when the people beesee a great deal of
power existing in their midst
for the want of experience and in-
formation for the want of more
knowledge there isis a liability to
sin against all of thistills power that
may be made manifest in their
midst and this would bring sudden
destructiondets ruction thesisthis is no doubt thetile
reason why god did in so short aI1

time send forth such swift judg-
ments upon the heads of thetile chil-
dren of israel they hadbad seen thetile
manifestations of bihisis power while
they were in egypt they passed
through the redbed sea and then be-
held the glory of god upon mount
sinai if they would summersuffer them-
selves to0 o reject this power thiis
made manifest it brought speedy
destruction upon them

when moses was on the mount
they made a golden calf we no
doubt are led to wondertowander why it was
while the bioly ofor god rested unor
thetile mount and while the lord was
thus showing forth his dmnomnipotent
power wewo arearcirouro led to wonderyonder whwhy
it was that they should buibulbuildI1
golden calves and fall down and
worship them it was because of
their ignorance this glory ap-
peared to them oilon thetile mount like a
natural phenomenon some natur-
al cause perhaps was atassignedsigned1ihly saw the clouds asis wowe see
clouds upon our mountains they
might havellave thought that there was
a volcanic eruption oilon tile mount
and concluded that there was no
god in it and thertherefore that they
needed to make gods of their own
finger rings and fall dowlanddown and wor-
ship

mor
them

the consequence wawaswaii that tilethe
lord sent moses down out of the
mount again and liehe threatened
that liehe would destroy the whole
nation and make of moses a great
nation but mosesmosos quoted the
promises that the lord hadllad made tto
their fathers and the lord conclu-
ded to hearkenliellearken to thetile words of mo-
ses and spare the people moes
weftwent down and as lie drew near
he heard a great noise and hehib saw
them dancing around a goldengoiden calff
and they were stripped naked
and thus they had turned their
hearts away from the lord

now instead of bearing all chistthis
the lord inspired moses to say to
the people letiet those who are on the
lords side comecoine forth put every
man liishis sword by hisills sidesoc and go
in andalid out from gateg ate to gate
throughout the camp and slay
everymaneveryevers man his brother and every
max hishia companion and every
manmail his neighbor0 and there fellfeli
of the people that day about three
thousand men on thistills occasion
greatdrentreat destruction came oilon themlecausebecause of their dotidoii it
was among a people that hadllad been
enlightened only by miracles signs
and wonders we nindfind this to be
the case throughout all thetiie sojourn
of the children of israel in the
wilderness they would become
rebellious and thehie lord had to
send forth judgments miraculous
judgments upon them from time
to time their carcasses fell in the
wilderness sometimes a terrible
plague would break out and the
only way that aaron coulacould stay
the plague1 ue was to get between ti I1 eni
and tile1 e jIpingueplagueguegUc and ofner up sacri-
fices theilelie hyingflying selserserpentsTentspenta that
infested that great wilderness
would destroy them and thetile only
way there was to bobe lihealedcalel waswis to
look upon a brazen serpent aridand
after all what was theirthein difbifintimat-
ion

I1 nia
whalwhat was their knowledge

concerning the things of thehie king-
dom of god thetile very knowledge
that they hadbad when they cameeanie
forth out of egypt thetho
of the gospelgp ofor its first principleprinciples
cabovencven that seemseeni to
havohave beenboen0on taken from them andarid a
lawlavir ofcarnal commandments given
to them instead

the lord inlh tiltsthis di sa 1011roll
is beginning to operate a nitiehitiethle dafler
antly from what llelie hashns donedolle inill
fonner ageages in the firstfirszt liaoplata lieho

performs some small suchsueh
as un stopping the earscars ofor the deacdeaf
and causing the lame to walk the
dumb to speak some fevers to be
rebuked some plagues to be stayed
and devilsdevilswidand unclean spirits to be
cast out instead of coming down
upon n mountain and causing the
earth totai shakehake by ills power andarid
instead of showingallowing forthfordi a pillarillarrilar of
fire by night and a cloud eyby day
lie liashas taken ait different course
first give the people knowledge

give them understanding show
I1intounto them the principles ofor my gos-
pel the principles of my law make
them strong in the knowledgknowledge0e of
god andarid show forth but very little
power in their midst this seems
tobeto be wisdom that vyelvewe may have
knowledge proportionate to thetiie
power that is made manifest that

1 whenwilen lie does show forth liisills power
we may turn not our hearts away
from himbini in the beginning of tilis
work it seemed to be necessary that
certain persons should be raised up
to bear witness to the book odmorof mor-
mon

mor-
nion of its divinity that the work
might be commenced but did the
lord continue to send forth hisills
angels olioil no after helie had raised
up three witnesses in 1829 angels
visits became more scarcesearce because
the people were not prepared for
them even these three witnesses
were not prepared for a day of trial
for they turned fromfroal thetile lord
and fell into transgression and did
kotnot keep the commandments of
god what was the matter with
them they hadllad greater power
madeimade mallmailmanifestiffAt in their midst than
theytiley had knowledge to keep them
illin the faith if they hadbad had more
knowledge it would not haveleave over-
thrown them we nindfind that oliver
cowdery david whitmerwh atmer and
martin harris beheld the plates
that were translated aridand heard the
voice of the lord out of heaven
proclaiming in their earscars that thetiie
translation had been performed by
thetho gift and power of god and
they put their testimony inill writ-
ing and it went forth but this
was too great a power for the little
knowledge that they had and
the consequences were that they
had tritrltrialsalsandand these trials overpow-
ered them but we never have
heard that these witnesses have de-
nied their testimony because they
were not all the time beholding the
power of god made manifest they
fell aawayarayxray now this should be a
lesson to the latter day saints that
when weye doglo see some small miracles
wrought we should strive to
strength elienourselves up in the spirit
of our religion with light andarid
knowledge and information to
gain all that we possibly callcan that
demaywe may be spiritually strengthened
a miracle is external to the senses
and has only illanliinil exciting effect up-
onanthothe mind unless it is accom-
panied by the spirit ofor tiletiie living
god ini n the heart what are we bene-
fitnitfittedfittest wowe are able to bear testi-
mony to what our eyeseyer have seen
bubut therewhere are we unless
the holy ghost is shed forth in ourouri
hearts

moreover god hasliaa determined
that in our day lie will manifest
illshis power again when I1 say ouroun
day I1 ought to say inill tilelie days of
thistilis last dispensation of thetile fullness
artimesofor times before itelosesloges up atwillit will
turn out to be one of the mostmoat inalnainmag-
nificent

a
enteni eras ever manifested to tiletiietiietile

world so far aas4 power I1is concerned
tiletiie lord has taken this method
for forty years pastliast to prepare us
for what iais coming andawl if wpw
will treasure up what thetile lord hasims
given andarid summersuffer illsliis will to be writ
tunton in our hearts and printed on
our thoughts and give heedbeed to the
teachings and counsel of the livinglivin i
oracles inin our own midst we wllwillwil1
hebe prepared that when thotile day of

does comeconie we shallshail not be
overthrown

now that there is a day of power
coming every latter day saint
whowiio is acquainted with thetile predic-
tions of the prophets is certain
ileho is expecting that it will come
inill thetile time specified in those rev-
elationselations god liashas said to us in the
book of doctrine and covenants
that when thetiie times of the gentiles
arearc fulfilled then cometh tiletiie day
of iiililmvv power thy people will be
willing saysgays one of the ancient
prophetts in thetile laslayday ofor thy pow-
er tilethe elders of thistilis church
have gone borth among many na-
tions they rejoice in the power
that is made manifest in some
measure god haslias said that they
should go and preach the gotrelgospel to i

all nations of the oarthearth antand that
signs should follow them thateliat be-
lieve in my namenanie they shall do
many Wonderwonderfulrulrui works in my
name they shallshail castcaskcas out devidevliadevilslp
speak in tutherother toufougutuguttutunei abdandad tbitrele I1

eyes ofor the blind shallshail be opened
the elders have found this to beile v

true As far as thetile people have
had faith they have seen this
power inIII some measure displayed
but thistilis callcan not be said compara-
tively to be the day ofor liisills power
when the day of thetile power of thetiie
lord shall come thentilen will bobe a
time when not only thetile sick thetile
lame arldand the blind but also tilethe
very elements will be wrought upon
by lleiletilelie power of god as the lord
hashaa spoken and be subservient to
the commands ofor hhhia servants
will the waters be divided 0 yes
we are told in the prophecies of
isaiah that when thee house of
israel shall return to their own
country lie will strike tilethe
river nile in the seven great chan
nelsneis by which it enters into the
mediterranean seabea instead of tak-
ing them above these seven dinter
ent channels liehe will make a road
through the seven channels of the
river nile and the people of israel
will go again dry shod as they did
anciently in the eleventh chapter
tirf Isaiaisalaisaiahliandllandand the irth verse we
read that the lord shall utterly
destroy the tongue of the egyptian 3

sea not the main body of the sea
those whowiio are acquainted with thetile
north portion of thetile red sea know
there are two prongs one is called
thetile tongue off the egyptian sea
and the children of israel shallschall go
through dry shod and through the
seven channels of the river nile asws
did israel in the day that they
came up out 0off tilethe land of egypte

here will be ALi miracle wrought
greater than that of speaking in
tongues or tiletiieuiehie healing of the sick
more convincing 11ini its nature
whenwilen this is done together with
many other things thetile children of
israel will no longer feel themselves
under thetiie necessity of referring to
thetiie layday when the lord wrought
wonders as they came up out of the
land f egypt you know it liashas
been a saying with the jews some
thousands of years that the god of
israel lives ginarewe do not worship
thetiie kind ofor god which you heath
ens worship wowe worship that
god that divided the waters that
came down on mount sinai f

they always referruler back to miracles
four thousand years old that
their god Is a god of miracles this
ancienancientt proverb is to be done away
in modern israel instead of refer
ing back to ancient miracles it willwilI1
be said the lord liveth that

I1 brought tiletiie children of israel from
tilethe land of the north and from thetile
countries he has driven themthiem to thethu
landofland of their fathers that will
be the time when israel will be wil-
ling all israel will be willing to
acknowledge thetile power and glory
of that god whom theytiley serve ftit V1

seems that the lord is going to en tf

act over awainagain a thing ilatthatlint lie did
after they camecune through thetile red
sea alter they came through theethe
redbed sea thetile lord broughtbrouglit uiethe
children of israel into thetile wilder tl
ness and kept them there forty
years so that all the people perished
except joshua andarid caleb when
thetiie lord brings the people of the
house of israel in the latteriatterdays y
instead of taking them direct to thuthe
land of palestine liehe brings them
forth into the wilderness again
which you will find recorded in the

chap ezekiel 1I will bringZ
you into tiiethe wilderness and plead
with you face to face ly nowbow if the
lurdlord did plead with them face to
facecace inill the wilderness of the land

f egypt and gave them revela-
tions there if his presence at first
was with them and was not taken
from them at the first so will he do
again liehe will plead with theirathed
face to face

I1 do not think they
will in tilethe latter days so farfan trans-
gress as to bring upon themselves
the curse that came on their father
in ancient times for then helie toatoztook
from them the glories ofor the cov-
enant of the gospel and introduced
another covenant the covenant otor
the law tilethe first tables of stone
wearewe are informed by the inspired
translator contained not only
manymony instructions forthefor the govern-
ment of the people but revelationsrevelationti
containing the gospel of thetilo sonsun of
god the prillipprincipleslesofof the higher
law that were calculated to cause
all who obeyed thetile samefeame toto enter
into liisills rest which rest was the
falness of hisills glory these tables
were broken to pieces because of
thetile worship ofif a golden calf the
first covocovecovenantllantilant was brokenbrokell and
when moses wentent into the mount a
second time the ten command
meritsmenta were the only things that
were contained onoil thetiie second tables
that were onoil the lir- t but in ad-
dition to that was added the law of
carnal ileneanenhen


