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morning, Aug. 18, 1873.

REPORTED DBY JAMES TAYLOR.

I 3mave been called upon, but a
few minutes ago, to address the
congregation, who are here assem-
bled; whieh I desire to do, through
your united faith and prayers In
my behalf. Without the assistance
of the Spirit of the Lord it is im-
possible for any person, in a religi-
ous capacity, to edify and instruct
his fellow beings. But, if we have
the Spirit of the Lord, however
imperfect our abilities may be,
we are sure to edify and enlighten
the people; and the person also
who speaks will be edified. For it

e
in the period of about forty years,

we may say that we have been blest
so far as light and information are
concerned, far beyond any other
people with which we are acquaint-
ed, It is true we have not the full
history of all the various dispensa-
tions, and all the manifestations of
the mercy and goodness and power
of God among those different peo-
ples and nations in ages past. We
could not say of a certainty how
much information God may have
imparted in those dispensations.
We read in some revelations what
(God has given about the organiza-
tion of ancient Zion. In the sev-
enth generation from the creation—
from the days of Adam—we read
about the preaching of Enoch.
How he went forth and prophesied
to the nations. How he built up
the church among the various na-
tions, How they built up Zion.
In the history of this ancient Zion,
we find that Euvoch continued his

is written in the Book of Doctrine | preaching in righteousness, three

and Covenants, ‘‘He that speaketh,
as well as those who hear will be
mutually editied together,” if the
Spirit of the Lord is poured out
from on high upon us, It is said
in another revelation that ‘‘the
Spirit of the Lord is given by the
prayer of faith.” Faith is required
on the part of the people to obtain
all Dlessings of a spiritual nature.
And in order to have faith it is im-
portant that we ghould do the will
of God, otherwise our faith will be
very weak indeed. He that doeth
his muster’s will, and has within
hiin the desire to work righteeus-
ness, can approach the l.ord in
faith; but if we do not keep his
commandments, and have not this
desire, and do not do his will, our
faith becomes exceedingly small
indeed.

It is, in my estimation, very sim-
ilar to what we sece transpire here
on the earth, between parents and
children. When children become
rebellious, and do not perform the
will of their parents, it is with a
very small degree of confidence
that they come before their parents
and seek for any kind of favor or
blessing, They come trembling,
doubting. They know that their
conduct has been such as to prevent
them from receiving favors which
they especially desire. SBometimes,
perhaps, the father will grant the

etition of a rebellious son, when

¢ has suflicient confidence to offer
up a petition to his parent. But if
that rebellions gon has so far stray- |
ed from the parent that he has no
confidence to approach him, and
does not offer up any petition to
the parent, it is wvery doubtful
about the parent’s taking into con-
sideration his wants, in some res-
pects, and bestowing the favors
whieh he really desires. Ro it is
between us and our Heavenly
Father,

Sometimes people, through their
transgressions, through their diso-
bedience, through their rebellion to
the principles that God has reveal-
ed, may have lost their faith to that
degree that they wiil not go before
their Father,will not pretend to ask
him for a faver, thinking that their
transgressions are too great, and
that the Lord will not favor them.
In this condition it is doubtful in-
deed if the Lord takes into consid-
eration their peculiar wants, and
the especial blessings which they
would be glad to receive.

How many are the command-
ments and instructions which God
has given to this people? We have
been blest in this generation with
an abundance of the manifesta-
tions of the sgpiritual blessings of
the kingdom. Perhaps there never
was a people since the world began
that have had as much information,
in so short a period of time, frow
their organization, as what the
Churc¢h of the Latter-day Saints
have had. When we take into con-
sideration this one book,the Book of
Mormon, which God has, in mercy,
brought forth, and the informu-
tion that is contained therein, and
combine this information with the
Joewish record of the Old and New
Testament, and then in conneection
with these two books, the revela-
tions that are countained in the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants; all
the information that is,and that has
been given from time to time in that

Look, Then, in addition to these|peop

thrego books, all the revelations that
God has delivered to us by the
mouths of hig servants from time
to time, some of which have been
published, others have not been
gublm_hud but ara still considerd

y this i’)EnplE\ as sacred as the
things that are published, I say
when we take into consideration

undred and sixty-five years, before
Zion was prepared for a translation.
How much was revealed during
that time we do not know, no doubt
much was given; but I doubt
whether there wus one hundreth
part of the information communi-
cated, during the first forty years
of the existence of ancient Zion,
which has been communicated to us,
as a people, in our day.

Sometimes we find it to be the

They had not a large collection of
books, in the form of Jew-
ish Bibles, to which to refer for in-
formation. They had not a large
collection of books similar to the
Book of Mormon, for printing was
not then known. If any of their
scribes found a little leisure to write
off some of the revelations, it
would be only a stray copy or two
that would be in the hands of the
children of Israel. \We can there-
fore see the difference between
them and the Latler-day Saints,
They were permitted to enjoy, in a
special mauner, the power of the
Almighty in their midst. This
shows that in some of the dealings
of God, he manifests his power, if
he does not manifest his revelations,

There is a great deal of danger
when the people see a great deal of

wer existing in their midst.
‘or the want of experience and in-
formation, for the want of more
knowledge, there is a liability to
sin against all of this power that

maéf be made ‘manifest in their
midst; and this weuld bring sudden
destruction. This is no doubt the

time, gend forth such swift judg-
ments upon the heads of the chil-
dren of Israel. They had seen the
manifestations of his power while
they were in Egypt; they passed
through the Red BSea, and then be-
held the glory of God upon Mount

case, that God manifests his good-
ness and mercy to a people, not in
the way of revelation, but in the
way of power, without muech infor-
mation. We find this to be the
case among ancient lIsrael. The
had been slaves in Egypt for a long
period. T'hey had been taught from

and make brick, and teoil and labor
for the Egyptians—their taskmas-
ters. During this period of time
they had not the opportunity of
learning much. There must be a
little Jeisure granted that the mind
may be taught, instructed, and edu-
eated; but it seems that their
whole education for two or three
generations, or for a long time after
they were brought into bondage
was given to them by their task-
masters—how to form bricks or
adobies, or whatever it might be—
hard labor, If they had a little lei-
sure, instead of using it in treas-
uring up the knowledge of God,
they needed it to recuperate their
physical systems, that they might
rest from their labors, and go again
and drudge on the morrow.

This seems te have been the con-
dition of Israel in the land of Go-
shen, in Egypt. Consequently,
when Moses went down to Egypt,
he found an ignorant people. It is
truc they kept up the form of the
priesthood among them. Before
the Priesthood of Aaron was con-
tined to that particular tribe, we
have an account of this priesthood
being in existence. After they
were led through the Red Sea be-
fore the Lord set almrt Aaron and
his sons, before he confined the
Priesthood to Levi, when the chil-
dren of Israel came and cam
before Mount Sinai, we recollect,
that there was a strict law given.
The Lord told them that he was
about to descend on Mount Sinai,
and he charged the people that
they should not break over certain
bounds lest they snould perish, for
if any person or beast should touch
the Mount, they should be stoned
to death. Tle people, being igno-
rant and not fully acquainted with
thestrictn ssof the commandments
of the Most High, a curiosity was
excited, and some of the congrega
tion, when Moses went up to Mount
Sinai, wanted to draw near, and
thie Lord sent Moses down to cimrge
the people again a second time.
And the priests were commanded
that they should not break through
lest they should perish. What
priesthood? Not a priesthood that
was confined to Levi, or to the de-
scendants of Aarcn, or to Aaron
himself; but it was a priesthood
that existed among Israel. That
same priesthood that is mentioned
in one of the revelations in the
Book of Docirine and Covenants,
where in speaking of the two priest-
hoods, it says that they econtinue
together in the church of God, in
all generations, when God has a
» le u nd iha face of the earth;
not confined to any special lineage
go far asthe prlcsmooﬁ: concerned.
Go duwn and charge the PRIESTS,
that they do not break th
This organization may have exist-
ed through all the period of the
slavery of the children of Israel,
for several generations, although
we cannot suppose that fhey had
been ‘fully instrueted. They had

this flood of 'Hﬁ]tt and intelligence
tRat Lad buret iortlh updy the vorid,

Sinai. If they would suffer them-
selves to reject this power thus

destruction upon them.
When Moses was on the Mount,
they made a golden calf. We no

Y | doubt are led to wonder why it was,

while the gloiy of God rested on
the Mount, and while the Lord was

their ehildhood up, to work mortar | thus showing forth his omnipotent

power—we are led to wonder why
it was-that they should build
golden calves, and fall down and
worship them. It was because of
their ignorance. This glory ap-
peared to them on the Mount likea
natural phenomenon, Some natur-
al cause, perhaps, was assigned.
“‘They saw the clouds as we see
clouds upon our mountains. They
might have thought that there was
a voleanic eruption on the Mount,
and concluded that there was no
God in it. And therefore, that they
needed to make gods of their own
finger rings, and fall down and wor-
ahip them,

The c¢onsequence was that the
Lord sent Moses down out of the
Mount again. And he threatened
that he would destroy the whole
nation, and make of Moses a great
nation. But Moses quoted the
promises that the Lord had made t>
their fathers, and the Lord coneln-
ded to hearken to the words of Mo-
ses, and spare the people. Moses
went down, and as he drew near,
he heard a great noise, and he saw

{ them dancing around a golden ealf,

and they were stripped naked.
And thus they had turned their
hearts away from the Lord.

Now instead of bearing all this,
the Lord inspired Moses to say to
the people, let those who are on the
Lord’s side come forth; put every
man hissword by his side, and go
in and out from gate to gate
throughout the camp, and slay
every man his brother, and every
man his companion, and every
man his neighbor., And there feil
of the people that day about three
thousand men. On this cceasion

ecause of their transgression. It
was among a people that had been
enlightened only by miracles, signs
and wonders, We find this to be
the ease throughout all the sojourn
of the children of Israel in the
wilderness. They would become
rebellious; and the Lord had to
send forth judgments, miraculous
judgments upon them from time
to time. Their carcasses fell in the
wilderness. BSometimes a terrible
plague would break ouf, aud the
only way that Aaron could stay
the plague was to get between them

and the &i‘lhgue, and oflfer up sacri-
fices. he flying serpents tuat

infested that great wilderness
would destroy them, and the ouly
way there was to be healed, wis to
look upon a brazen serpent. And,
after all, what was their inf 1ma-
tlon? What was their kunowledge
concerning the things of the king-
dom of God? The very knowledge
that they
forth out of Fgypt, the knowlaedge
of the gospel, of its first principles
--cven that Kknowledge scems to

law of carnal commandments given
to them instead.

The Lord, in this disjiensation,
is beginning to opefate a litile differ-
ently from what hé hds done in

nb printed reco’de ag we Lave. |

reason why God did, in so short a|

made manifest, it brought speedy

rof times.

reat destruction eame on them, -

had when they came

have been taken from them, and a |

October 185

S A TS

— S E T T — T — wm o — e S - ——

e

- - - = ———

-

performs some small miracles, such
as unstopping the ears of the deaf,
and causing the lame to walk, the
dumb to speak, some fevers to be
rebuked, some plagues to be stayed,
aud devils and unclean spirits to be
cast out. Instead of coming down
upon a mountain, and causing the
earth to shake by his power; and
instead of showing forth a pillar of
fire by night, and a cloud by day,
he has taken a different course,
“First give the people knowledge,
| give them understanding, show
unto them the prineiples of my gos-
pel, the principles of my law, make
them strong in the knowledge of
God, and show forth but very little
power in their midst,”” This seems
to be wisdom, that we may have
knowledge proportionate to the
power that is made manifest, that
when he does show forth his power,
L we may turn not our hearts awa
from him. In the beginning of this
-work it seemed to be necessary that
certain persons should be raised up
to bear witness to the Book of Mor-
mon—of its divinity, that the work
might be commenced, Butdid the
Lord continue to send forth his
angels? ®h no, After he had raised
up three witnesses in 1829, angels’
visils became more scarce, because
the people were not prepared for
them. KEven these three witnesses
were not prepared for aday of trial;
for they turned fromm the Lord,
and fell into transgression, and did
ot keep the commandments of
 God. What was the matter with
' them? They had greater power
made manifest in their midst thao
they had knowledge to keep them
in the faith. Ifthey had had more
knowledge, it would not have over-
thrown them, We find that Oliver
Cowdery, David Whitmer, and
Martin Harris Dbeheld the plates
that were translated, and heard the
voice of the Lord, out of heaven,
proclaiming in their ears that the
translation had been performed by
the gift and power of God. And
they put their testimony in writ-
ing, and it went forth. But this
was too great a power for the little
knowledge that they had. And
the consequences were that they
had trials, and these trials overpow-
ered them. But we never have
heard that these witnesses have de-
nied their testimony. Because they
were not all the time beholding the
power of God made manifest, they
fell away. Now this should be a
lesson to the Latter-day Saints, that
when we do sce some small miracles
wrought, we should strive to
strength enourselves up in the spirit
of our religion, with light and
knowledge and informatien—to
gain all that we possibly can, that
wemay be spiritually strengthened;
a miracle is external to the senses,
and hasonly an exciting effeet up-
on the mind., Unless it is accom-
panied by the Spirit of the living
GGod inthe heart,what are we bene-
fitted? We are able to bear testi-
mony to what our eyes have se¢n,
but where are we benetitted, unless
the Holy Ghost is shed forth in our
hearts? |

Moreover, God has determined
that in our day he will manifest
his power again. When I say our
day, T ought to say in the days of
this last dispensation of the fullness
Before it closes up, it will
turn out to be one of the inost mag-
nificent eras ever manifested to the
world, so far as power is concerned.
The Lord has taken this method
for forty years past, to prepare us
for what is coming. And if we
will treasure up what the Lord hus
given, and suffer his will to be writ-
ten in our hearts, and printed on
our thoughts, and give heed to the
teachings and counsel of the living
oracles in our own midst, we will
be prepared, that when the day of
power does come, we shall not be
overthrown,

Now, that there is a day of power
coming, every Latter-day BSaint,
who is acquainted with the predic-
tions of the prophets, is certain,
He is expecting that it will come
in the time specified in those rev-
elations. God has said to us, in the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants,
that when the times of the Gentiles
are fulfilled, then cometh the day
of my power. “Thy people will be
willing,”” says one of the ancient
i prophets, “in the day of thy pow-
er.”  The elders of this Church
have gone forth among many na-
tions. They rejoice in the power
that is mwade manpifest, in some
measure. God has said that they

 were broken to

eyes of the blind shall be opened.
The Elders have found this to be
true. As far as the people have
had faith, they have seen this
grwer, in some measure, displayed.

ut this can not be said, compara-
tively, to be the day of his power.
When the day of the power of the
Lord shall come, then will be a

| time when not only the sick, the

lame and the blind, but also the
very elements will be wrought upon
by the power of God, as the Lord
has spoken, and be subservient to
the commands of his servants.
Will the waters be divided? O yes.
We are told, in the Emphecies of
Isainh, that when the house of
Israel shall return to their own
country, he will strike the
river Nile, in the seven great chan -
nels, by which it enters into the
Mediteranean SBea. Instead of tak-
ing them above these seven differ-
ent channels, he will make a road
through the seven channels of the
river Nile; and the people of Israel
will go again dry shod, as they did
anciently, In theeleventh chapter
ol Isaiah, and the 15th verse we
read that ‘“‘the Lord shall utterly
destroy the tongue of the Egyptian
Sea,’”” not the main body of the sea.
Those who are acquainted with the
north portion of the Red Sea know
there are two prongs, one is called
the tongue ef the Efgyptian Sea;
and the children of Israel shall Fn
through dry shod, and thrm#'h the
seven channels of the river Nile, as
did Israel in the day that they
came up out of the land of Egypt.

Here will be a miracle wrought
greater than that of speaking in
tongues or the healing of the siek—
more convineing in its nature.
When this is done together with
many other things, the children of
Israel will no longer feel themselves
under the necessity of referring to
the day when the Lord wrought
wonders as they eame up out of the
land «f E%ypt. You know it has
been asaying with the Jews some
thousands of years, that the God of
Israel lives. *“*We do not worship
the kind of god which you heath-
ens worship. We worship that
God that divided the waters, that
came down on Mount Sinai.”
They always refer back to miracles
four thousand years old, that
their God is a God of miracles. This
ancient proverb is to be done away,
in modern Israel. Instead of refer-
ing back to ancient miracles, it will
be said, *“The Lord liveth that
brought the children of Israel from
the land of the north, and from the
countries he hasdriven them to the
land of their fathers.” That will
be the time when Israel will be wil-
ling. All Israel will be willing to
acknowledge the power and glory
of that God whom they serve. It
seems that the Lord is going to en-
act over again, a thing that he did
after they came through the Red
Sea. After they came through the
Red Bea, the Lord brought the
children of Israel into the wilder-
ness, and kept them there forty
years,so that all the people perished
except Joshua and Caleb. When
the Lord brings the people of the
House of Israel, in the latterdays,
instead of taking them direct to the
land of Palestine, he brings them
forth into the wilderness again,
which you will find recorded in the
20th chap. Ezekiel., *I will bring
you into the wilderness, and plead
with you face to face.” Now if the
Lord did plead with them faee to
face in the wiiderness of the land
of LEgypt, and gave them revela-
tions there, if his presence, at first
was with them, and was not taken
from them at the first, so will he do
again—he will plead with them
face to face. |

I donotthink, however, that they
will, in the latter days, so far trans-
gress, as to, bring upon themselves
the curse that came on their fathers,
in ancient times; for then he took
from them the glories of the c¢ov-
enant of the gospel, and introduced
another covenant, the covenant ot
the law. The first tables of stone,
we are informed by the inspired
trauslator, contained, not only
many instructions for the govern-
ment of the people, but revelations
containing the gospel of the Son of
(iod; the principles of the higher
law, that were calculated to cause
all who obeyed the same, to enter
into his rest, which rest was the
fulness of his glory. These tables
pieces, because of

the worship of a golden calf. The

first covenant was broken. And

should go and preach the Gu'a{)el fo | when Moses went into the mount a

all nations of the earth; and that
'signs should follow them that be-
lieve, In my name they shall do
many wWonderful works, In my
name they shall cast out devils,

former ages. In the first place he | sprak in cther tovguek; asd {be  carnal  commandments,

second time, the len command-
ments were the only things that
were contained on the second tables,
that were on the fir-t. Butin ad-
dition to that, was added the law of

Hence




